и SPORTS /A24 


Iñigo Zobel stars as Blues 
rip Blacks in polo opener; 
* Greens also win 


= BUSINESS /ВІ 

RP firms among most 
| ^ optimistic for 2006, 

says global survey 


= WORLD/AIO 


More kids 
fall ill to bird 
flu in Turkey 


= ENTERTAINMENT /A2-I | 
Smiles for photo-ops 

during MMFF awards 

give way to protests 


Roxas demeaning OFW 
heroism, says Palace 
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Estrada camp turns 
cold to alliance plan 
By TJ Burgonio 

AFTER BEING LEFT OUT 


KUNG WALA, 


MALACANANG AND PROADMINISTRATION 
lawmakers yesterday took offense at Sen. 
Manuel Roxas I's statement that a strong pe- 
зо was meaningless unless this translated to 


In the cold, the camp of. 
Indicted ex-President 
Joseph Estrada isn't so 
keen anymore on forging 


BALANCED 


lower prices. P 
Roxasias ee 


an alliance with former 
ESTRADA/AIB 
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2 senators press 
RPc 


Cite case 
of arrested 
US sailor 
in Japan 


By T] Burgonio, Leila B. 
Salaverria and Nikko Dizon 


THE PHILIPPINES 
should take its cue from 
Japan and stop acting 
“Jike colonials” in seek- 
ing custody of four US 
Marines charged with 
,,Iaping a Filipino wom- 
* any? Senators- Aquilino 
Pimentel Jr. and Richard 
Gordon said yesterday. 


“I guess our DFA (Department 
of Foreign Affairs) officials can ^ 
use Japan as an example,” Pi- | EUM " e es а 


mentel said in а text message. Si bathroom, where no one, espe- 


"Were a second-rate country D. Ё 
thats run by third-rate officials а aay ay ав eae 


who act like colonials,” said the ‘Do you explain the mysteri- 
Senate mien), leader. ous disease, which had afflict- 

Gordon said the Department of fed her family a generation ago 
Justice and the DFA "should have rid cake he other? De 
а stronger backbone in asserting ‘ey Hec children, three “of 
that custody, judicially and diplo- them dead Before reaching pu- 
matically, is of paramount impor- a ie diseased dh 
ЕЕЕ erty, were diagnosed wit 

“This will lead toa healthier re- ком 
lationship between the United 
States and the Philippines. Other- 
wise, Filipinos will always feel 
that theyre victims throughout 
history because we did not assert 
enough to have a relationship of 
first among equals,” he said. 


PI8 


website: wwwing?.net. 


FVR, Cory, 
Erap unity: 
The politics 
of dead end 


By Amando Doronila 


ALTHOUGH THE AGENDA OF 
the Jan. 2 meeting among former 
President Fidel V. Ramos, Senate 
President Franklin Drilon and 
former Sen. Vicente Sotto III has 
remained unclear, the encounter 
has given birth to the idea of the 
formation of a new triumvirate of 
transitional leadership to replace 
President Macapagal-Arroyo. 
‘According to press reports, the 
proposed triumvirate is to be 


d of 
three former ANALYSIS 


three former 
Presi- 

dents—Corazon Aquino, Joseph 
Estrada and Ramos. It is argued 
that all three can command a 
broad aggregate national con- 
stituency to support a movement 
to press the resignation of Ms Ar- 
royo. 

But this is merely reshuffling 
an old deck of cards. This ap- 
proach leads us to a dead end. 

Whether the Jan. 2 meeting 
considered this option is now less 
significant than the fact that the 
political debate of 2006 is already 
moving toward the search of a 
post-Arroyo transition. Although 
this development seeks to bypass. 
the people power option, it is 
ominous for Ms Arroyo. 

While neither Aquino, Ramos 
mor Estrada has shown enthusi- 
asm for this improbable alliance, 
this represents another countere- 
lite reconfiguration designed to 
replace in power an elite faction 
that has lost broad popular sup- 
port, is now under continuing 
siege and is in danger of losing 
further some of its key allies, 
among them Ramos himself. 

Thus, for those who want a to- 
tal leadership change from top to 
bottom within a constitutional 
system, the choice between mob 
rule and another elite reconfigu- 


кумда 


Single mom 
keeps alive 


bope of 
2 miracles 


By Volt Contreras 


AFTER LOSING THREE SONS 
to the same inborn disease, 
single mom Patricia Dongallo 
thought her calvary was over. 
Then she found that her re- 
maining two boys had the 
same disease and could suffer 
the same fate. 

Now every morning, she 
wakes from a fitful sleep, 
afraid that her boys had left 
her during the night. 

Where do you begin to tell 
the story of Patricia? 

Do you start by describing 
her courage and faith? In spite. 
of her tragedies, Patricia says 
she still talks co God. She often 


PATRICIA Dongallo poses with her two sons—Gian Luigi, 15, and Justine Miguel, 10—who are afflicted 
with a rare disease. She is appealing for public support to keep her children well. youn Bonooc 


DOING GOOD IN BAD TIM 
Tn Japan, police arrested a US 


Young consumers prefer e-load to eating 
Sailor they had accused of rob- 


bing and fatally beating a woman Ву Clarissa S. Batino 
їп a case that could stoke opposi- 
tion to the American military 
presence in the country. 

The US Navy handed over 


How to start 


ап e-load business 

1. ALL ONE NEEDS TO GET GOing is 
to buy special subseriber Identiti- 
cation module (SIM) card for e-load 
or auto load business. Prices range 
from P250 to P1,460, depending on 
which cellular phone company you 
choose. Globe SIM card Is automati- 
cally loaded with P1,500 worth of 
loads while Smart SIM card has P50 
worth of loads. 

2. You can now start to operate 
your e-load business. Smart retall- 
‘ers can also sell to Talk & Text and 
Addict motile subscribers while 
Globe retailers can sell to Touch Mo- 
bile subscribers 

HOWTO START/ А18 


hit, essentials like food and drinks, 
along with condiments like cook- 
ing oil and vinegar, and personal 
effects like shampoo, were still 
hard to topple 


tions as low as P25, are trans- 

ferred through text messaging, 

and are available in almost every 
neighborhood corner. 

from the con- 


Har Now, three 
from the cor SPECIAL REPORT 


‘out of five sari- 
" sari stores in Ver- 

Come 2003 and things started 
to change. 


dant Subdivision in Las Piñas City 

are selling these loads like hot 
Mobile phone operators intro- cakes—their sales surpassing those 

duced cell phone loads in “а. of canned sardines, junk food, so- 

chets.” They don't come in small 

packs but are sold in denomina- 


Emerita Nario, a 52-year-old 
single parent, relies оп her mom 
and pop store in the subdivision to 
ger by, selling more than P1,500 
worth of load a day Of the total 
sales from the phone load, she gets 
P210, a profit of 14 percent. 

There are days when Nario 
can't sell a bottle of soda or a can 
of luncheon meat or even a sachet 
of shampoo. But orders for cell 
phone load, even when she went 

YOUNGIAIS 


(Second of three parts) 


IT HAS BEEN SAID THAT IF A 


he US Filipino had only a few pesos in 
William Oliver Reese, 21, to Kana- his pocket and both his stomach 


gawa Prefectural Police on Satur- and his cell phone were empty, he 
day to face charges in the Jan. З would choose to “top up" [load] 


killing, The Associated Press said his phone rather than chow dc 
tnadipatch from Tokyo. Е aver han cow gota 


Japanese authorities say Reese That wasn't he 
ow it used to be. 
also robbed Yoshie Sato, 56, of Ten or even five years ago, when 
ISENATORSJA& text messaging was already a big 


da, shampoo and even cigarettes 
sold “tingi,” or piece-meal, 


Fire guts boardinghouse 
at University Belt; 8 dead 


THIS cat survived the fire that gutted a boardinghouse in Manila, but elght other occupants did not, 
ر‎ MEME RTE 
^ 


By Margaux C. Ortiz and D] Yap 


FELLOW BOARDERS BANGED ON THEIR 
doors but they wouldn't wake up. Some of 
them had apparently been drinking and were 
Jefe to the mercy of the flames. 

In the latest of a long list of tragedies to hit 
boardinghouses and dormitories in the coun- 
try, eight young people—two of them wom- 
‘en—were killed in a fire that gutted a two-sto- 
y apartment building in Manila’s Sampaloc 
district before dawn yesterday, investigators 
зай 

"The other boarders knocked on the vic- 
tims’ door to wake them up, but they were ap- 
parently too groggy to hear anything," arson 
investigator FOI Fermalino Guillermo told 
the Inquinen, “They were burned beyond 


rovasacasmas recognition." 
NG AE СИ 
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Atleast four boarders were injured. 

Some of those who survived leaped out of 
the windows of the building, which had no 
fire escape, another investigator, FO1 Lords 
Hernandez, said. 

“The fire raged for more than an hour 

Seven of the eight who were killed 
shared a room on the second floor. 

The eighth, Vanessa Lachica, 25, was 
sleeping in another room, She failed to get 
out of the burning building because she had 
been electrocuted by a live wire, investiga- 
tors said, 

“The ones who were drunk had weak re- 
flexes and others dragged their belongings 
with them, slowing down their evacuation,” 
Fire Marshal Pablito Cordeta was quoted by 
‘The Associated Press as saying, 
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WEATHER FORECAST 


FORECAST. S. Visayas and Mindanao wil have cloudy skies wih 
‘called rainstowers and isolated thunderstorms. Ras тау trig- 
‘per lash foods and ondes over E. Mindanao. The res ol Visayas 
Wl have cloudy sles wth ranshowers and thunderstorms. The rest 


(ofthe country wi be cloudy wih so 


ers. 
сомони cm totes otto pu, SOURCE PAGASA 
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ssage to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


Bike used in Gingoyon slay found 


НЕ POLICE YESTERDAY RECOV- 
ей the motorcycle believed to have 
een used by the gunman in the Dec. 
B1 ambushslaying of Pasay City 
Suge Henrick Gingoyon. 
Investigators said the bike's re- 
wery was an important step in 
incovering the identity of the as- 
fassination's mastermind. 
$ Officials believe the motorcy- 
без owner could tell the police 
Sho ordered the judge's killing 
But police had different accounts 
the motorcycle's recovery. 
Cavite police chief St. Supt. Ben- 
fardi Mantele said the motorcycle, a 
Канаа with plate No. WH-3152, 
{vas recovered around 4 a.m. near a 
Thosque in Green Valley subdivision 


in Molino 3, Bacoor, Cavite. 

Chief Supt. Jesus Verzosa, Cal- 
abarzon police director, said the 
motorcycle was found at the house. 
of suspect Hadji Alimudin in Sama- 
ta Village in Las Piñas City during a 
raid at around 4 a.m. Sunday. 

The raiding team, however, 
failed to find Alimudin. 

Arrested suspects Mark "Mac- 
mac" Datas and Sajid "Danny" Su- 
Jaiman told police during interro- 
gation where the vehicle could be. 
recovered. Datas admitted he was 
the driverof the getaway vehicle 

The police are now hunting the 
man who allegedly lent the mo- 
torcycle to Alimudin. 

“it was Alimudin who provided 


‘money to one of the suspects, who, 
in tum, hired the gunman. It was al- 
зо he who provided the motorcycle. 
‘That means if we get him, he may be 
able to tell us a lot,” said Mantele, 

‘The police gave very little de- 
tails about Alimudin, other than 
he was a Christian who had con- 
verted to Islam and whose real 
name was Allan Сиа. 

Gingoyon's remains were cre- 
mated yesterday in Cebu City. 

His ashes will be brought to his 
home in Cavite this afternoon, ac- 
cording to the judge's elder broth- 
e Jerome. Luige A. del Puer- 
to;Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern 
Luzon Bureau; Jhunnex Napal- 
lacan, PDI Visayas Bureau 


5-M signatures , 
drive opposed | 
by senators 


Plan is administration ploy’ 


وود 


Consumer & Oil Price Watch in 2006: 
RENEWING OUR COMMITMENT 
TO FILIPINO CONSUMERS 


MARAMING SALAMAT PO 

At the start of the New Year, COPW thanks: 

- The thousands of COPW followers nationwide for your messages of support we 

received through text, calls, and e-mails throughout the year. 

Congress for giving us the opportunity to present our position on various issues 

affecting the economy, such as tax measures to raise revenues. 

- The Cabinet Secretaries and Regulatory Agencies for their continuous cooperation 
by providing valuable data and information which we use to support our positions 
that affect the general public. 


COPW looks after the plight of unemployed, low-income earners, and the middle class 
Filipinos who are now having a very difficult time coping with the increasing cost of 
basic services, public transport ¥ ocean fares, toll ways, electricity, oil, and water. 


COPW renews its commitment to Filipino consumers, that in 2006, we will continue 
to pursue TRANSPARENCY, DISCLOSURE, and ACCOUNTABILITY with greater vigor % 

perseverance in government expenditures and the bidding ¥ awards of government 
infrastructure projects and public works. 


ME TO UNITE ¥ WORK TOGETHER 


Today, our nation is divided as it has never been before. Yet, a change in the form 
of government, from presidential to parliamentary, is not the solution to most of 
our problems. 


Instead, change must come from within us, in our leaders, and in our electoral system. 


We have cherished values as a people 

We have to revisit the cherished values we had in the past that made us a great 
nation: freedom, integrity, honesty, hard work, self sacrifice palabra de honor, ¥ 
nation's interest first above our own. 


Our political leaders must inspire Y unite our people 

Our President and the leadership in both the House Y Senate must keep our people 
and the country together, and must focus on the economy, creating jobs, encouraging 
local and foreign investments. 


Thus, we call for AUTOMATED elections in May 2007. 
WHY HOLD ELECTIONS IN MAY 2007? 


Elections must be held in May 2007 as provided by the Constitution. Whether it's a 
unicameral parliamentary or bicameral as it is now (which our people will decide in 
a plebiscite), elections must be held for the 12 Senators, 238 Representatives, and 
around 17,000 local posts in cities, municipalities, and provinces whose term of office 
will expire in 2007. 


Elections will unite, rather than divide, the nation. It will clarify the issues, rather 
than confuse our people. 


WHY AUTOMATE THE ELECTION NOW? 


1. We have to prepare now % modernize our electoral system thru computerization 
which will clean voters' lists, establish the biometric data of voters, and ensure 
speedy counting of votes. р 


2. Safeguards must Бе in place to ensure transparency and NO human intervention 
to manipulate the encoded data. 


3. If the elections are clean and honest, our people will respect the system and 


the results. 
COL Cong 


RAUL T. CONCEPZION 
Chairman 
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Text your comments to Hotline 0917-8103363 
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By T] Burgonio 


EASTERN SAMAR GOV. BEN 
Evardone's plan to mount & 
"people's initiative" and gath 
er five million signatures iÑ 
support of Charter change ha& 
run into a brick wall in th& 


Senate. = 
Senate Minority Leader Aquilino Piment 
Jn yesterday vowed to oppose the plan, whic 
he said was nothing but an administration-or 
chestrated ploy to prolong President Macapast 
gal-Arroyo's stay in power. E 

“I don't care what's hes proposing, 1 wilt 
oppose it," Pimentel said in a phone intei 
view. "That's obviously a ploy to prolong th& 
administration's [hold on power).” 


Freeride E 

Pimentel said Evardone's group, the Union 
of Local Authorities of the Philippines (UlapXz 
was being used by the Arroyo administrati 
to press for support for changes to the 198% 
Constitution, including the controversial rec 
commendation by the Consultative Commi 
sion to scrap the 2007 elections on the way to. 
a transition to a parliamentary form of gov- 
ernment. 

“They [local officials] will also get a free 
ride,” Pimentel said , since canceling the 
midterm polls would extend the terms of all: 
incumbent elected officials. 

“That's bribery as far as the local govern- 
‘ment officials are concerned," he said. 


12% of voters 

Evardone, Ulap spokesperson, had said the 
group would kick off a campaign to obtain the 
signatures of 12 percent of the registered vot- 
ers in support of proposed amendments to the 
Constitution, 

Since the voting population is estimated 
at over 40 million, the number of signa- 
tures needed to mount a people's initiative 
would be a little less than five million, he 
said 


Palace happy 

Malacafang, meanwhile, was elated over 
the Ulap plan. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye said yester- 
day the plan should be welcomed as “a con- 
structive democracy exercise in support of 
overall political reform and change.” 

Bunye called the Ulap initiative а “new 
front of popular participation that will enrich 
the debates and enlarge the arena of political 
change and transformation.” 

“Indeed, the whole Filipino nation must 
participate in Charter change and thereby 
help shape our collective future,” he said in 
his weekly “View from the Palace" column 


Suspect plan 

But Sen. Richard Gordon, chair of the Sen- 
ate committee on constitutional amend- 
ments, said Evardone’s plan "was suspect” 
just as the ConCom's independence was put 
into question because it was composed of 
governors and mayors. 

The ConCom was created by President 
Macapagal-Arroyo to recommend changes to 
the 1987 Constitution. It was composed of 
present and former local government offi- 
cials, jurists, educators, newspaper colum- 
nists and others. 

“Since it [proposal] comes from a governor 
[Evardone], it will surely show that this ad- 
ministration is intent on changing the Consti- 
tution to benefit a powerful few,” Gordon said 
inan interview. 


Under study 

Gordon's committee was still studying the 
House resolution seeking to convene 
Congress into a constituent assembly that 
would propose amendments to the Constitu- 
Чоп and was still awaiting the ConCom's recs 
ommendation. 

Before it starts hearings, the senator has: 
drawn up a list of questions for the resource 
persons: "Are the people in favor of changing 
the Constitution? Which is the best mode? 
Which is less costly?” 

‘As far as he was concerned, Gordon said im 
stituting reforms in the country's flawed elec. 
toral system, such as modernizing the polls, 
strengthening the party system by banning 
party-switching and ensuring voters access to 
candidates through the media, was more im- 
portant than amending the Constitution, 

With Christine О, Avendaño 
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Bid out P1.5-B 


purchase of arms, 


radios, AFP told 


A GOVERNMENT AGENCY HAS RE- 
jected the proposal of the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines to buy auto- 
matic weapons and radios worth Р1.5 
billion withouta public bidding. 
Instead, the Government Procurement 
Police Board (GPPB) ordered the AFP to 
conduct a public bidding for Squad Auto- 
matic Weapons (SAW) estimated to cost 
P593 million and УНЕ/ЕМ tactical radios 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


estimated at P930.8 million, a Depart- 
‘ment of National Defense statement said 

‘Since 2003, the AFP has been pushing 
for a direct or single source contract for 
the procurement of the equipment. 

“In separate rulings by the GPPB, it 
was held that the contracts [would] 
not fall under the specific instances 
provided for by law where direct con- 
tracting or single source contracting is 


ome promises can have a lasting difference. If only we make them first. 


This year, your promise can make a difference in th 


better chances for a brighter future 


"our priority in the new 


Name: 
Address: 


Contact Numbers: 


[VÍ Yes, | want to help save lives tomorrow by giving today. 


ез of children, through UNICEF and our Pangako para sa P: 
better education, healthcare and protection from exploit 
Start by calling UNICEF today at 758-1000, or by vi 


icef.orglphilippines. 


Kindly cut and fax to: 


(632) 901-0195 or (632) 729-4529 


Or send to: 


United Nations Children's Fund 


allowed,” the DND said. 

The military had earlier acquired a first 
order of SAWs and radios under its multi- 
billion-peso modernization program. The 
equipment was distributed to units in- 
volved in the anti-insurgency campaign, 

In March 2003, supplier FN Herstal de- 
livered to the AFP 402 SAWS worth P117 
million. One year later, Harris Corp. deliv- 
ered 324 RF5800h Falcon II high fre- 


31/F Yuchengco Tower, RCBC Plaza 


quency singe sideband  man-padé 
transceivers worth P427 million. 

The GPPB is composed of 12 depart 
ment secretaries, including those of 
national defense and the budget. It was 
created by Republic Act No. 9184 or, 
the Government Procurement Refor 
Act. It serves as the primary policymak- 
ing body on all matters relating to gov: 
ernment procurement, Alcuin Papa 


гар Program. With your monthly pledge donation, you can help give children >| 
and abuse. All it takes is P10 a day and your commitment to see it through. Make their dreams 


r 


unicef ® 7 


6819 Ayala Avenue, 1200 Makati City 
Philippines 
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HAIR REMOVAL 


2070 OFF 


LaserLight Hair Removal now offers 25% 
DISCOUNT on all body areas where you 
want to be totally sexy-smooth and hair- 
free - forever! Avail of this promo from 
January 9 to 14, 2006 and you'll love your 
stubble-free underarms, upper lip, legs and 
bikini lines! Call Facial Care Centre NOW! 


facial care 


ENTRE 


Where Beautiful Skin Happens 


CALL 892-SKIN 


MAKATI 


(7546) 


ORTIGAS  TOMASMORATO BINONDO — ALABANG ° SHAW CONGRESSIONAL _ PAMPANGA (961-3404) 
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FVR, Cory, Erap unity: The politics of dead end 


From page Al political institutions and demo- 
cratic legal process. 

In Edsa Î, Ramos and Aquino 
represented the first triumvirate 
with Jaime Cardinal Sin as the 
third pivot. With Sin gone, the 
new initiative to revive a triumvi- 
rate is looking for a new leg. That 
new leg is Estrada, ironically a 
victim of two Edsas. He is the odd 
man out. 


erning council of Edsa figures any 
more attractive than the option 
offered by constitutional change, 
ie., the 2007 exit of Ms Arroyo 
through a shift to the parliamen- 
tary system. 


ration is a difficult dilemma. This 
is one reason this repackaged eli- 
tist formula would be hard to 
sell. 


Odd man out 

All three figures represent the 
ancien regime and, worse, they 
are all associated with the Edsa 
people power paradigm, a politi- 
cal framework that has disap- 
pointed us as a mechanism for re- 
al social change, and that has be- 
come irrelevant. 

. Ramos and Aquino were win- 
fers of the Edsa I and Estrada was 
à loser in Edsa П, which Ramos 
and Aquino supported. 

Thus, bringing them together 
in an alliance to depose another 
Edsa beneficiary (Ms Arroyo) 
welds us to the people power 
template of political change, a 
mode that has been a source of 
political instability and has un- 
dermined the strengthening of 


Recycling Edsa formula 

The recycling of the Edsa tri- 
umvirate formula is a reflection 
of the sterility of political initia- 
tions and the bankruptcy of the 
elite-dominated political system 
forleadership material 

It is fair to say that, while a sig- 
nificant portion of the population 
wants an early end to the Arroyo 
presidency, few would like to see 
a triumvirate of elders overseeing 
a transition in a post-Arroyo peri- 
od to pave the way for a more 
permanent regime, whose com- 
position we have no idea about. 

‘The ambiguity of the destina- 
tion of this transitional governing 
council is no worse than that 
mooted by retired Gen. Fortunato 
Abat in his wildest dreams of in- 


Overusing people power 
When Edsa was a fresh vehicle 
for political change, Ramos, 
Aquino and Sin were powerful 
agents for mass mobilization to 
overthrow the Marcos regime. 
But the overuse of people power 
in different political circum- 
stances has jaded its value as a ve- 
hicle for political change. 
Although Estrada appears to 
have retained some of his appeal 
among the masses, his incorpora- 
tion into the renovated triumvi- 
rate framed in the Edsa mystique 
does not make a transitional gov- 


stalling a transition “revolution- 
ary council.” 


Where are the young? 

Tn all these proposals, we must 
note that the young people of this 
country have not been involved 
and have not contributed new 
ideas for political change. Their 
ideas have not been sought and it 
is a sad commentary that they 
have not come forward with 
ideas for political renovation. 

While it is true that more and 
more relatively young people 
have won political office either in 
local governments or in the legis- 
lature, their entry into politics 
and the bureaucracy is marred by 
the fact that many of the younger 
mayors, governors, congressmen 
and senators are members of po- 
litical dynasties. 

It is distressing to note, in par- 
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agammaglobulinemia, a rare condition 
wherein the body has very low levels of im- 
munoglobulins, or antibodies, which protect 
it from infection. According to their doctor, 
the condition is hereditary, affecting only 
males with the mother usually serving as фе 
"carrier" of the defective gene. 

Do you report on the family's background? 
The 41-year-old single mom is well-educated 
but unable to sustain a career because of her 
children's special needs. They live in a mid- 
die-class subdivision in Novaliches, Quezon 
City, but the house (a family inheritance) is 
practically bare, save for a few valuables wait- 
ing to be pawned. 

Or do you zero in on the family's financial 
problem? Patricia, voice heavy with emotion 
during the INQUIRER interview, explains that in 
order for her two sons’ immune system to 
reach normal levels, they would need a steady 
supply of “externally sourced” antibodies 
which cost some P160,000 a month. 

But there's hope: Patricia's public appeal for 
assistance was featured in the GMA public ser- 
vice program “Emergency” last December. Ac- 
cording to her, she has received initial dona- 
tions totaling P50,000 through the Igan Foun- 
dation, a humanitarian outfit set up by the 
show's host, radio-TV journalist Arnold Clavio. 

Her story evokes the premise of the movie. 
"Saving Private Ryan," Spielberg's war-drama 
masterpiece: An American mother has lost 
three of her four sons fighting in World War Il 
prompting the US Army to send a special in- 
fantry team to find the last surviving son, get 
him out of the combat zone, and bring him 
home alive to his mother at all costs. 

‘Any which way, there's hardly a comfort- 
able route to take retracing Patricia's painful 
journey. 


They come and go 

It began on Jan. 7, 1987, when her eldest 
Gian Paolo was born. The boy lived till age 8, 
passing away on Nov. 20, 1995. 

Gabrielle Patrick was born Sept. 3, 1996 
and died on June 12, 1998. 

Patrick Andrew's life was briefest. He lived 
only from Oct. 14, 2002 to Sept. 16, 2003. 

‘Today, Patricia is desperately trying to keep 
two “miracles” alive—her sons Justine 
Miguel, 10, and Gian Luigi, 15. 

It is for them, she says, that she puts on a 
brave front, trying her best to "act normal," 
like any other working mother raising typical, 
growing boys. She has managed to send both 
of them to a private school, supporting them 
with her income from various jobs—working 
as a travel agent, even selling dry goods and 
insurance policies. 

“We have a happy atmosphere at home. 
Since am in sales, 1 try to keep a positive dis- 
position,” she says. “But I scold my boys if I 
need to, just like any normal mom.” 

The normalcy abruptly ends when the two 

boys become exposed 
to infections. Then 
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they would miss class 
for weeks, sometimes 
months, fighting off 
ailments such as a 
common cold. 

А first, the boys 
went to school wear- 
ing face masks but 
“they felt awkward 
with their classmates 
so took them off and 
faced the risk,” Patri- 
cia narrates. 

Trips to the mall 
and other crowded 
places are also dis- 
couraged. 

can stil 
three square 


feed 


Pending their in- 
take of much-needed 
antibodies, Justine 
and Luigi rely on a 
regimen of antibiotics 
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хо fend off ordinary 
infections whose usu- 
al symptoms include 
mild fever and cough- 


ing. 


ticular, that in the two Edsa up- 
heavals, the young people were 
not on the vanguard movements 
for change. It was unlike the fer- 
ments of the late 1960s when the 
young people led the revolts that 
stormed the centers of the politi- 


Ilusion of political renewal 

Although there is nothing in- 
novative in the output of the Jan. 
2 meeting convened by Ramos 
and in the proposals for a Ramos- 
Aquino-Estrada coalition, we can 
readily discern that a consensus is 
building for new approaches to 
bring about the end of the Arroyo 
administration before 2010. 

‘The impulses for this consen- 
sus are taking many shapes. 

It would be dangerous for Ms 
Arroyo to ignore these signals. 
She is trying to defuse them 


through parliamentary mecha- 
nisms offered by her party's ma- 
jority in the House of Representa- 
tives. 

She has, as a new year initia- 
tive, invited former Presi- 
dents—Ramos, Estrada and 
Aquino—to participate in the 
Council of State meeting on Jan. 
24 to consider issues of constitu- 
tional change and political re- 
form. 

Such a meeting glosses over 
the issue that the movement to 
cut short her term has regained 
impetus. The Council of State 
cooptation of lost allies and non- 
allies and the forthcoming Cabi- 
net change cannot halt the mo- 
mentum of the search of an early 
post-Arroyo transition. They have 
become ritualistic mechanisms 
that are false pretenses to politi 
cal renewal 


Single mom keeps alive hope ... 


IN THE KNOW 


An extremely 
delicate world 


AGAMMAGLOBULINEMIA IS A HERED- 
itary condition characterized by very 
low or total lack of immunoglobu- 
lins—antibodies that defend the body 
against illness and infection, 

When a baby is born, the mother’s an- 
tibodies protect the newborn against in- 
fection for six months. 

Infants affected with agammaglobu- 
linemia have recurring infections of the 
ears, sinuses, lungs and bones. Adults 
suffering from this condition may have 
frequent episodes of pneumonia, bron- 
chitis, skin infections, diarrhea, sinusitis 
and conjunctivitis. 

‘Treatment entails lifelong and month- 
ly injections of gamma globulin to help 
boost the immune system. Antibiotics 
must be promptly given to treat bacterial 
infection. 

‘Agammaglobulinemia affects only 
males, since the gene which causes the 
condition is carried by the X-chromo- 
some. Since females have two sets of X- 
chromosomes, the normal one compen- 
sates for the faulty gene. The condition 
is simply passed on by the mothers. 

Maricar D. Tolosa, PDI Research 


“1 nearly lost Justine on three occasions 
when he was hospitalized—first for dengue, 
then for hip bone infection, and most recently 
for lung infection," she recalls. 

But to put on a real shield from deadlier 
bacterial attacks, such as those causing polio, 
meningitis, pneumonia, etc., the teenage Lui- 
gi needs up to 35 grams of antibodies every 
month (estimated cost: P100,000) while the 
younger Justine needs 25 grams monthly 
(P60,000), their mother says. 


Wanted: antibodies 

Dr. Rommel Lobo, an immunologist attend- 
ing to the Dongallo brothers, says the two 
boys managed to survive this far, perhaps be- 
cause "specific infections that require anti- 
bodies (to fight them off) have not hit them 
yet.” 

‘Taking antibiotics, he explains, would al- 
low them to recover from colds or coughs in, 
say, three weeks—ailments that normal peo- 
ple would be able to fend off in a few days. 

Discovered in the 1950s, agammaglobu- 
linemia (see “In The Know” on this page) 
was previously known as Bruton's Disease. It 
is a congenital problem where the cells re- 
sponsible for producing antibodies lack the 
protein ВТК that they need to mature, ex- 
plained Lobo. 

This type of immune system deficiency is 
like a "factory defect," unlike in the case of 
AIDS wherein the defect is "acquired" after 
being infected with the HIV virus, Lobo says. 

An infant born of a "carrier" mother is still 
armed with antibodies inherited from her, but. 
this initial protection eventually gets "used 
up” by the time the baby reaches six months 
of age, he adds. 

According to Patricia, her three sons who 
died were born healthy and normal, but start- 
ed “deteriorating” after catching a cold that 
eventually led to serious complications. 


Appeal for help 

‘The disease has actually haunted the Don- 
gallos a generation before. The youngest in a 
brood of eight, Patricia says two of her elder 
brothers also died of the same condition. For- 
tunately, her other siblings and their respec- 
tive children have been free of the disease. 

“1 thought losing a child is a tragedy that 
would come once, maybe twice in a mother's 
life," Patricia says. 

“I have risked everything and now I'm do- 
ing something 1 never thought Td do," she 
says, referring to her public appeal for help. 
"Sometimes, | wake up in the morning afr 
that my sons have passed during the night.” 

Asked what gives her hope, Patricia recalls 
this conversation with a doctor: “1 remember 
one of them saying, "In your sons’ case, there 
should have been no survivors, 1 cannot ex- 
plain this medically, so it must be a miracle.” 
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Non-politician should head 
DENR, say environmentalists 


. PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER JAW] 


By Blanche S. Rivera 


ENVIRONMENTALISTS YESTERDAY URGED 
‚ Malacafiang to appoint a non-politician to the De- 
partment of Environment and Natural Resources 
to replace Secretary Michael T. Defensor who is 
reportedly being transferred to Malacafiang. 

‘The World Wildlife Fund said the DENR 
needed someone who was more transparent, 
credible and sober-minded than Defensor, who 
had been criticized for the logging and mining 
‘concessions he granted during his term. 

"Mike Defensor from the start made it very 
lear he was a politician and his actions were 
true to his own politics. (He did) what will result 
in making the administration look good... Не 
‘was not transparent enough,” WWF president 

"Lorenzo Tan said in a phone interview. 

‘Tan said Defensor’s replacement should be 
able to recognize the important problems and 
issues, which somebody with a political agen- 


NPA attacks 
‘curtain raisers,’ 
says Ka Roger 


LUCENA CITY—THE RECENT AMBUSCADES 
and armory raids conducted by communist 
New Peoples Army rebels against govern- 
ment forces were a prelude to more height- 
ened offensives across the country, spokesper- 
son Gregorio "Ka Roger" Rosal said yesterday. 

“Those attacks were mere curtain raisers. More 
solid blows will be dealt upon the fascist forces to 
heighten the fall ofthe despotic US-Arroyo regime,” 
said Rosal, the spokesperson of the Communist 
Party of the Philippines, in a phone interview. 

Rosal said the NPA had prioritized the 
seizure and accumulation of firearms and am- 
munition for its growing ranks. 

“We must seize arms from the enemy to 
form more armed units to strengthen the 
growing ranks of Red fighters,” he said. 

Last Friday, a band of communist rebels 
stormed the police station in Albuera, Leyte, 
seizing 30 assorted firearms from the police- 
men on duty who offered no resistance. 

Earlier that day, some 50 suspected rebels 
killed five policemen and three civilians in an 
ambush in Claveria, Masbate. 

‘On Jan. 2, three government security person- 
nel, including a town police chief, were killed and 
two others wounded in an ambush perpetrated by 
alleged NPA rebels in Matnog, Sorsogon. 

Rosal boasted that the more than 200 at- 
tacks carried out by the NPA across the country 
in the last quarter would pale in comparison to 
the much bigger attacks to be staged this year. 

“Several guerrilla fronts have now mastered 
the strategy of consolidating forces to successful- 
ly carry out the desired goal, especially in tactical 
offensives against the enemies. It is now a plus 
factor to their growing strength and combat ca- 
pabilties,” Rosal had said in an earlier interview. 

Ina text message, Rosal said the МРАЗ Jose 

" Rapsing Command in Masbate had admitted 
responsibility for the command-detonated 
land mine ambush in Claveria. 

Rosal claimed the three slain civilians were 

; military assets in the area. 

He said the rebels seized two М-14 and 
four M-16 rifles and one .30-cal. machine gun 
inthe ambush. 

‘The NPA staged the ambush, he said, to 
punish the government forces for their ram- 

' pant human rights violations in the area, 

In its founding anniversary message last 

month, the CPP central committee ordered 
“the NPA, its armed faction, to intensify its at- 
tacks against government troops in a bid to 
“help the broad anti-Arroyo forces topple the 
administration in the next six months. 

Peace negotiations with the communist 
rebels, brokered by Norway, have been stalled 

` since August 2004 when the government de- 

\clined to help persuade the United States and 

"the European Union to drop the rebel move- 
ment from its terror blacklist. Delfin T. Mal- 
lariJr., PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


da could not do. 

Defensor has been reported to be among 
the Cabinet members that will figure in a re- 
vamp early this year. He is being eyed as Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo's next chief of staff. 

“Г would rather that the new secretary is 
not a politician because a politician has too 
many favors to give out, especially if you're 
with the administration," Haribon president 
Anabelle Plantilla said. 

Haribon, which has been pushing for a total 
commercial log ban, wants someone with a 
bias toward conservation and not utilization, 
considering the country's depleted resources. 


| 


ш 


Environmentalists agreed that mining would 
be the biggest challenge for the next DENR chief 
considering the agency's conflicting mandate to 
protect resources while tapping those of mining 

“Resource extraction is like unfinished 
brain surgery. It has been opened up but 
hasn't been clearly settled," Tan said. 
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2 senators press RP custody of 4 615 


From page Al 


15,000 yen ($129) on Yokosuka Street near 
the US naval base, 45 km southwest of Tokyo. 


US stalling 

In contrast, the US military has stalled on the 
Philippine government's repeated demands to 
hand over the four Marines accused of raping а 
22-year-old woman inside a van at the Subic 
Bay Freeport in Zambales in November. 

The four were SSgt. Chad Carpentier and 
Lance Corporals Dominic Duplantis, Daniel 
Smith and Keith Silkwood. Charged with 
them was Timoteo Soriano Jr, the Filipino 
driver of the van. 

Gordon stressed that the US government 
should tum over custody of the four accused 
to the Philippine government “out of respect” 
for its longtime ally. 

Unless the Americans respected the Fil- 
ipinos desire for the government to assert 
sovereignty and gain custody of the accused, 
the Visiting Forces Agreement “would be put 
to the test," he said. 

“The reliability of the Philippines as an al- 
ly does not depend on these four service- 
men who did a crime off-duty. We're a reli- 
able ally because of the VFA, and we've 
agreed to train each other because of the 
VEA," he added. 


Arrest warrants 

But Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez yester- 
day said the Philippines should wait first for 
the arrest warrants to be issued against the 
US servicemen before insisting on gaining 
custody of them. 

If the United States ignores the warrant, 
then that is when the country should assert its 
desire to be in charge of the suspects, Gonza- 
lez said when asked about the Japan case. 

“We will first wait for the results of the 
hearing in court,” Gonzalez said in a phone 
interview. “All these things will be academic if 
the court issues a warrant. Let us not try to an- 
ticipate what will happen. Ifthe United States 
refuses to surrender them, then that is the 
time for us to negotiate.” 

Olongapo Judge Renato Dilag, who is han- 
dling the rape case, has not yet issued arrest 
warrants for the suspects. He still has to re- 
solve the six motions filed by the accused. The 


motions seek judicial determination of proba- 
ble cause ora stay of arrest. 

Gonzalez also said Japan's accord with the 
United States and Manila's agreement with 
the US might be different from each other. Не 
pointed out that under the УРА, the United 
States could have custody of its servicemen 
accused of a crime. 

‘The VFA also provides that the Philippines 
could request custody of the suspects under 
special circumstances. The Philippines for- 
mally sought custody of the accused service- 
men in November, but the United States never 
even responded to the letter. 


US cooperation in Japan 

In Japan, the US military has pledged to 
work closely with the Japanese police on the 
case, High-level American officials, including 
Ambassador Thomas Schieffer, have ex- 
pressed regret over the attack. 

The case comes at an important juncture 
for the US military in Japan. Washington and 
Tokyo are working to overcome local opposi- 
tion to plans to build an American military 
airstrip on the southern island of Okinawa, 
and to base a US nuclear-powered warship at 
Yokosuka for the first time. 

In 1995, the rape of a 12-year-old girl by 
three US servicemen on Okinawa set off large 
and emotional anti-US military protests, and 
led to the relocation of an air base to a less 
densely populated part ofthe island. 

The rape case also resulted in an agree- 
ment that the US military would hand over 
‘American suspects in serious crimes to 
Japanese authorities for pre-indictment in- 
vestigation. 

About 50,000 US troops are stationed in 
Japan under a joint security pact, but Tokyo 
and Washington agreed last October to move. 
7,000 Marines from Okinawa to the US Pacific 
island territory of Guam, and to shift some 
other troops within Japan. 

A Philippine official, who requested 
anonymity because heis involved in the ongo- 
ing negotiations, said Japan was in a better 
position than the Philippines to assert its 
sovereignty in a criminal case. 

He pointed out that Japan's advantage in- 
cluded better terms under its Status of Force 
Agreement (Sofa) with the United States. 

With an AP report. 


Roxas demeaning OFW ... 


From page Al 


chair of the House ways and- 
means committee, said the econ- 


“Todismiss thestrong peso as no omy was poised for a “takeoff” 
big deal is to demean the sacrifices despite the "destructive politics" 
and heroism of our overseas Fil- afflicting the country. 


ipino workers (OFWs) who are 


“But, of course, is not that what 


tirelessly working beyond our govemance and unity are all 


dream of a better life. 


cafiang’s unrelenting 


shores to provide economic securi- about?" he said in a phone inter- 

ty to their loved ones,” Press Secre- view. 

tary Ignacio Bunye said yesterday. 
Providing economic security rocket is useless unless there's a 

for their kin, Bunye said, was a launch. Who's going to launch it? 105 

"big deal" for Filipinos who notjust the executive Itsall of us.” 


“Its like saying that the fuel in the 


Lapus said that while the real 


“National survival bome out of economic effects might not yet be 
collective effort and synergy in the 
hardest times is a big deal," he said. 

Roxas also criticized Mala- emment, the strong currency and 


felt by the people due to global fac- 
tors beyond the control of the gov- 


‘optimism other positive economic indicators 


over other positive indicators, such “have по doubt strengthened the 


as the surging stocks and bonds. 
“The headline statistics being 
trumpeted by the government are 
good and yet everybody is feeling 
lousy and their sales reflect this 
lousiness," he said Saturday. 
Roxas said higher stocks and 
lower bond spreads were mean- 
ingless то most Filipinos if these 
did not lead to more capital 
raised and more affordable loans 
for businesses and consumers. 
Roxas also said that giving the times oversubscribed. For exam- 
poor subsidized noodles and rice ple, we tried to raise $2 billion but 
‘would satisfy their hunger fora instead gota $14 billion order. The 
day but would not provide them effect? Lower interest expense." 
with steady incomes and afford- 
able food and services. 
Bunye said the administration er debt service, thus a bigger bud- 
shared the concerns of Roxas and 


ee 


id cable 


country’s fiscal position, and trade 
and international credit standing.” 


Lower debt service 

Lapus said the peso's strength 
against the dollar meant lower 
landed costs of all imported 
goods, including oil. 

"The effect of a stronger peso is 
immediately felt," he said. 

Таке, for exariple, the case of a 
bond flotation, he said. "Its seven 


Lapus explained that a cheaper 
dollar would also translate to low- 


get for basic services. “The alloca- 


in fact was already moving to- Поп for basic services in the nation- 
ward providing the people with al budget is primarily for the poor” 
the benefits of the tough econom- { 

ic reforms put in place by Presi- Addressing poverty 


dent Macapagal-Arroyo. 


‘Albay Rep. Joey Salceda said a 


Bunye, also the presidential strong peso was critical to the coun- 


spokesperson, said the Arroyo ad- 
ministration had already an- cal reforms more bearable.” 
nounced a P35-billion program 


trys survival “because it makes fis 


He said fiscal reforms were 


aimed at pump-priming the econo- critical in enabling the gover- 
my in the first three months of the ment to address poverty. 


year. Part of the funds will subsi- 
dize noodles and rice for the poor. 
“We assure him that the pay- 
back on economic reforms is al- and the easing of global oil prices 
ready here in terms of the multi- had allowed а P2.60alier de 
billion-peso pump-priming pro- crease in pump prices to preVAT 
gram, as well as the larger strate- 
gic programs to fight hunger and 
poverty,” he said in his weekly 
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newspaper column. 


surance, broaden education and 


Bunye said the government 
was putting in place immediate And PGMA (Ms Arroyo) can't бо, 
and long-term relief measures “to Я 
jump-start jobs, lower the cost of part rather than just heckle fromis 
food, increase access to cheap, 
quality medicine and health in. easy to do, Salceda said., Š 


‘Salceda, chair of the House com- 
mittee on economic affairs, said the 
peso appreciation against the dollar 


(value-added tax) level. 
‘Isn't i not a benefit?" he said. 
“The peso is just another price 
and no cure-all. As Roxas implies, 
you need a mix of policies to doit. 


it alone. Everyone must do their: 
the sidelines, (which is) quite 


Other House leaders said the 


housing opportunities, and ex- strong peso and surging stocksii 
pand infrastructure to push pro- were "indicators of a vibrant? 


ductivity.” 


Several congressmen came to 
the defense of Malacañang. 
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Poised for takeoff 


Disagreeing with Roxas’ state- 
ment, Tarlac Rep. Jesli Lapus, 


economy, which the government 
is not crowing about but merel 
cites in calling on the political 
leaders and the people to join the 
administration to move the na- 
tion forward by setting aside bit 
ter partisan bickering,” 
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of end of term ONE DAY 
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SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION 
(SEC) Commissioner Joselia Poblador has re- 
signed after a five-year stint with the corpo- 
rate watchdog. 

Poblador, 60, whose term ends in 2007, 
told the Ingumer that she had decided to take 
a short rest, “to do some painting and golf." 

Sources confirmed yesterday that Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo had accepted 
Poblador's resignation. 

But the SEC had yet to receive a formal no- 
tice from the Office of the President approv- 
ing the resignation. Poblador filed her resig- 
nation on Dec. 1. 

Poblador was one of the five members of 
the commission en bane, under the leadership 
of chair Fe Barin. 

Poblador, who was appointed in 2000 by 
former President Joseph Estrada, was the 
longest-serving SEC commissioner among her 
fellow commissioners: Juanita Cueto, Jesus 
Martinez and Raul Palabrica. 

“Му term ends in 2007. I just turned 60 and 
1wish to move on to other things,” she said in 
a text message to the INQUIRER. 

She also belied any controversy surrounding. 
her decision to resign. Poblador had taken an 
‘opposing view with that of the commission on 
certain issues affecting the pre-need industry. 

‘At the SEC, Poblador actively held close 
watch over suspected boiler room operations. 
These refer to the use of high pressure sales tac- 
tics to sell bogus or dubious securities to clients. 

Poblador had earlier retired from Caltex 
(Phils.) Inc. where she spent over 21 years. 

She graduated from the University of the 
Philippines, with Bachelor of Arts (Eco- 

nomics) and Bachelor of Laws degrees. 

Upon admission to the Philippine bar, she 
was transferred to the legal and policy research 
office of the presidential economic staff. 

"With a scholarship from the University of Texas 
at Austin School of Law, she eamed her Master of 
‘Comparative Jurisprudence (Taxation) degree. 


Reinstate raps 
vs Marcos kids, 
lawyers urge 


‘THE GOVERNMENT LAST WEEK ASKED THE 
Sandiganbayan to reverse its ruling dismiss- 
ing ill-gotten wealth charges against the chil- 
dren of the late dictator Ferdinand Mar- 
cos—tlocos Norte Rep. Imee Marcos, 10605 
Norte Gov. Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr. 
and Irene Marcos-Araneta and her husband 
Gregorio Araneta Ш. 

In a 55-page motion for reconsideration 
submitted on Friday, lawyers from the Solici- 
tor General's office and the Presidential Com- 
„mission оп Good Government said the anti- 
graft courts Fourth Division erred when it 
scrapped on Dec. 6 evidence presented 
against the Marcos children and Araneta. 

They said that all documentary exhibits 


presented in court had been gathered by the - 
EGG i he course of t investigation into To apply for a Chinatrust One Day loan, call 811-8999 or visit our 

ve hidden assets of the Marcos family an 4 а 
their cronies. * Consumer Finance Center, 11/F Lepanto Bldg., 8747 Paseo de Roxas, Makati City. 


Because of this, they said, the documents 
were deemed to have acquired public records 
status which exempted them from the rule on 
evidence that made authentication mandatory. 


"The lawyers also said the courts ruling de- Use your Chinatrust Loan to pay off your credit card bills and get amazing free rewards 
re нр e _ like an MP3 player, TV and laptop, depending on your approved loan amount! 


since they (the Marcos children) were the 
heirs of their parents’ estates. x See flyers and brochures for details: Per DT-NCR Permit # 4412, Senes of 2005 


In its Dec. 6 ruling, the Sandiganbayan up- 
held the government's case against former 
first lady Imelda R. Marcos but said the gov- 
ernment had failed to present evidence to 
show that her children and Araneta had 
played a part in amassing ill-gotten wealth 

‘The court junked the affidavits of Marcos 
associates submitted as evidence by the PCGG 
against the Marcos children and Araneta on 
the grounds they were photocopies and the 
originals were not presented for perusal 

Tn addition, the affiants were never called 
to the stand to confirm the contents of their 
depositions; hence the court ruled in favor of 
the defendants, it said. Nelson Е Flores 
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DOGUBAYAZIT, TURKEY—TURKISH OFFICIALS STRUGGLED TO 
contain an epidemic of avian influenza among flocks of poultry on 


Saturday, galvanized by 


the deaths of three children from the 


H5N1 virus and news that two more were infected. 


The World Health Organization said on Sat- 
"гау it had confirmed that two children hospi- 
talized in Turkey were infected with the H5NI 
jz.strain, making four confirmed human cases in 
“Turkey, the sixth country where the bird flu 
train has jumped from poultry to people. 
“Two teenaged siblings in eastern Turkey died 
from the virus earlier this week and WHO was 
checking tests on their 11-year-old sister, who 
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died and who also tested positive for bird flu. 

‘The virus has been spreading since October 
among flocks in Turkey, having moved west 
from Southeast Asia, but no people in Turkey 
had been reported infected until this week. 

Prime Minister Tayyip Erdogan asked Turks 
not to hide poultry to escape bird flu culls but 
residents of eastern Turkey said efforts to con- 
trol the outbreak were disorganized. 


iupra 
Gams um Gense Puro 
Te # 417-6622 

| UGF Tel. ә: 806-9393 


Er 


de [n] 


Bringing the World's Best in. 
Water Treatment to the Filipino People 


NAA 
Precio AAE, 


New Year starts with a resolution to achieve good health. Gift your love ones 
C-Lium* Fibre and share with them the priceless joy of rediscovering 


pent iter Carndges 8 Housings. Structural Tanks, Fleck Control Valves, GE Ойтон, FSI 
О гап Ием WV. Hydenrauts Membranes, Rusco, 8 many obers 


Industrial Car Washer 


Pert: ens DSR 


well-being and good health for years to come. 


UL ыы 


Parum ies odes 


@ [d 


abo at: 
тоол 
Im 


Tel.: (6. 


Ф 


Distrioated by 


I TEL: 634-171 
CO HERR пейш 


"mE 


C-Liun Fibre 


For n healthier stomach 


T 


Web: 


MEDICAL AND HEALTH 
2932035 


пе Lakeshore 


илцогә&лтэ7 
Mni Fe 726-9620 


p 


трава 8181 
{0121004550 


mni ceo) Фрида not (04901-2837 


House & Lot Package 
Available at 


-—XKITONE 


LUBRICATION EQUIPMENT 


CAT PUMP. 
The Pump 
wf 9 vos 


Exclusive Distributes 


FACILITY INTEGRATED SYSTEM 
164 n. Carpio St., 6th Ave., Caloocan City 
Tels 365-78-66 to 68 Fax: 02-364-00-69 


te: www.eliumfihre.com 


MINDANAO 


“We apply to the officals but they don't come 
to take our chickens. I cannot bring them myself 
1 have no money” a middle-aged man said in 
Dogubayazit, the town where the dead children 
lived, near the Armenian and Iranian borders. 

A Reuters reporter saw chickens still walk- 
ing on the streets and some escaping just be 
fore they were carried in large bags to be 
buried alive in pits 

Erdogan said the government was taking all 
necessary measures and allocating funds to com- 
bat the spread of the disease, CNN Turk reported. 

“Peoples losses will be compensated. No. 
body will be allowed to suffer losses,” he told 
reporters late on Friday. Reuters 


‘Bigfoot’ 
fever 


grips 
Malaysia 


KUALA LUMPUR— 
Excitement is mount- 
ing in Malaysia over 
claims of “Bigfoots” 
lurking in its southern 
jungles, with wildlife 
experts on the hunt for 
the mythical beast and 
a telephone hotline set 
up to report sightings. 

Bigfoot ^ fever 
erupted last month 
when some fish farm 
workers claimed to 
have spotted three of 
те beasts—two 
adults and а young- 
ster—on the edge of 
а forest reserve in 
southern Johor state, 

Their improbable 
tale was lent some 
authority soon after 
when ап Огап 
Asli—an indigenous 
ethnie group known 
for фей expertise in 
the jungle—also said 
he had stumbled 
across one of the leg- 
endary ape-men. 

“Не saw the crea- 
ture which was hairy 
and brownish in col- 
or, it was about 12 
feet tall," said Johor 
National Parks direc- 
tor Hashim Yusoff. 

“It was not aggres- 
sive, but the Orang 
Asli was startled by 
the creature and ran 
away. 

“My personal feel- 
ing is that there is a 
possibility it could be 
what we call in 
Malaysia the ‘mawas’ 

more of a pri- 
mate," he said. "But 
we don't deny the 
sightings,” he added, 
insisting that the 
Orang Asli "do not 
lie.” 

“We've got to 
prove it and weve 
got to do it scientifi- 
cally" 

Wildlife authori 
ties have embarked 
on a quest to verily 
ihe claims, and are 
considering mount- 
ing camera traps to 
capture images of 
anything roaming 
the jungles, 

After а month of 
fruitless searching 
and interviews with 
people living near the. 
forests, a telephone 
hotline has now been 
set up for members of 
the public who claim 
to have seen 
beast to relate their 
stories, Hashim said. 

"Our main aim is 
to identify the infor: 
mation source, 
whether itis credible 
or not," he said. AFP 
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Editor Luverne B. Gueco 


A MUSLIM pilgrim waits outside a hospital in Mecca, Saudi Arabia, 


Jan. 7. For many Muslims, the hajj—one of Islam's five pillars—signals 
their spiritual rebirth and the burial of past transgressions. б 


Saudi on alert as 2.5М 
pilgrims start Mecca trek 


MINA, SAUDI ARABIA—AN ESTI- 
mated 2.5 million Muslim pilgrims 
began the annual trek Sunday from 
the holy city of Mecca to the valley of 
Mina with Saudi authorities on high 
alert to prevent another tragedy. 

The pilgrimage rites, known as 
hajj, start three days after an ag- 
ing hostel in the heart of Mecca 
collapsed, killing 76 people and 
wounding 62. 

Rescue operations ended Fri- 
day and the rubble of the Luluat 
al-Kheir (Pearl of Grace) hostel 
was removed to allow a sea of pil- 
grims to flow from Mecca to Mina, 
some five lan to the east, to begin 
tracing the journey made by 
Prophet Mohammed more than 
1,400 years ago. 

Haj is one of the Five pillars of Is- 
Jam and a once-in-alifetime obliga- 
tion for all devout, able-bodied Mus- 
lims with the means for the joumey. 

Men and women of all age, col- 
or and nationality dressed in 
"white robes and sandals started 


‘Day of truth’ 


JERUSALEM—DOCTORS TREAT- 
ing Israeli Prime Minister Ariel 
Sharon were due on Sunday to 
make a decision on when to Gy to 
bring him out of a medically in- 
duced coma and assess the extent of 
brain damage from a severe stroke. 

Surgeons at Jerusalem's Hadas- 
sah hospital, where the 77-year-old 
has been under sedation and on a 
respirator since — Wednesday's 
stroke, said there is а good chance 
he will survive though itis unclear 
how much his faculties have been 
impaired 

“Tomorrow is the day of truth,” 
neurosurgeon Jose Cohen told 
Channel 2 television late on Satur- 
day 

Hospital spokesperson Вол 
Kromer told reporters on Sunday 
there had been no change in 
Sharon's condition overnight, that 
it "remains critical but stable” as it 
has since emergency surgery was 
conducted on Friday to staunch 
bleeding in his brain. 

Doctors would soon convene “to 
determine the course for continued 


marching on foot or boarded bus- 
es to Mina after dawn prayers. 

They will spend the day known 
as "Yawm at:Tarwiya” in prayers 
and meditation, sleeping at night 
in fire-proof tents before heading 
further south on Monday to Mt, 
Arafat for the climax of hajj. 

Balloons and national flags flut- 
tered above the white tents cover- 
ing the arid valley to guide pilgrims. 

Some were already in Mina оп 
Friday, camping in portable tents 
under bridges or on curbsides de- 
spite signs everywhere warning 
against loitering. 

Hundreds of security force mem- 
bers in military fatigues fanned out 
in the area while Asian laborers in 
orange jumpsuits swept the streets. 

Even some of those wounded 
in Thursday's building collapse 
will leave their hospital beds and 
go to Mina in specially-equipped 
ambulances that will then trans- 
port them to Arafat, said a senior 
health official. AFP 


for Sharon 


treatment,” and could decide 
whether or not to bring him out of 
sedation, Kromer said. 

Shlomo Mor-Yosef, the hospital 
director had said Saturday that the 
latest brain scan showed evidence 
of a slight improvement in Sharon's 
condition. 

“We as human beings are opti- 
mistic,” he told reporters. "But 1 
cannot say that the prime minister 
has come out of danger... there are 
very slight signs of improvement." 

Cohen said Sharon's chances of 
survival were “very high.” 

But Cohen stressed in remarks to 
Channel 2 television that Sharon 
would not be unscathed: "To say 
that after a severe impact like this 
one there would not be cognitive 
problems is just not acknowledging 
reality” 

Doctors also said there was no 
guarantee Sharon would regain 
consciousness even when his seda- 
tion was lifted. Hospital officials 
said an additional update on his 
condition would be given at about 
noon. Reuters 
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Iraq, not Afghanistan, now seen as terror center 


SINGAPORE—IRAQ HAS REPLACED 
Afghanistan as the nerve center of 
global terrorism by militant groups 
"Whose ability to regenerate, despite 
setbacks, means that suicide bomb- 
ings and other mass-casualty attacks 
remain a serious danger in 2006, ana- 
lysts say. 
Three major developments are likely 
to define the security landscape this 
year, Singapore-based terrorism ana- 
lyst Rohan Gunaratna told a forum or- 
ganized by the Institute of Southeast 
Asian Studies (ISEAS) last week. 
“The first is that al-Qaida has mor- 
phed or transformed from a small 
2 group into a terrorist movement," he 

told diplomats, academics, officials 
` and business executives 

"So today the threat is not so much 
from one single organization called 
al-Qaida but from the global jihad 
movement.” 

Gunaratna, head of terrorism re- 


search at the Singapore-based Insti 
tute of Defense and Strategic Studies, 
said governments must “prepare for a 
challenge posed by a number of dis- 
parate groups” waging campaigns on 
the global, regional and local levels. 

"The second most significant devel- 
opment we have seen is that the center 
of gravity of international terrorism has 
shifted from Afghanistan to Iraq," he 
said, “Iraqis the new land of jihad. 

“Like we saw the last generation of 
jihadists coming from Afghanistan, 
‘we will see the next generation of ji- 
hadists will come from Iraq.” 

‘The US-led invasion of Afghanistan 
in 2001 that ousted the fundamental- 
ist Taliban regime resulted in the dis- 
mantling of al-Qaida training bases 
there. 

‘Al-Qaida’s leader in Iraq, Abu 
Musab al-Zarqawi, was moving to es- 
tablish a global terrorist network 
from Iraq similar to the way Osama 


bin Laden had done from 
Afghanistan, Gunaratna said. 

‘The third significant development 
was the deepening cooperation 
among various militant groups 
worldwide, Gunaratna said. 

In Southeast Asia, Jemaah Is- 
lamiyah (Л) remained a long-term 
threat, said Jakarta-based terrorism 
analyst Sidney Jones, Southeast Asia 
project director of the think tank the 
International Crisis Group. 

JI had split into two—the main- 
stream JI with an estimated member- 
ship of about 1,000, and a radical fac- 
tion called the JI Thoifah Mugotilah 
with 30 to 50 members bent on carry- 
ing out suicide attacks—Jones told 
the ISEAS forum. 

Mainstream JI leaders were op- 
posed to indiscriminate bombing and 
their main goal was the establish- 
‘ment of an Islamic state in the region, 
Jones said. AFP 
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UN commander shoots self 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti—The Brazilian com- 
mander of UN peacekeepers In Haiti was found 
dead on the balcony of his hotel room Saturday in 
an apparent suicide, 
authorities said, in a 
blow to the 9,000- 
strong force and ef- 
forts to restore democ- 
racy in Haiti. UN offi- 
cials and Haitian police 
swarmed the upscale 
Hotel Montana where 
Lt. Gen. Urano’ ira 
da Matta Bacellar was 
slumped on a tile floor 
BACELLAR reuters against the balcony, 
blood staining his white T-shirt. Outwardly calm 
and reflective, Bacellar was charged with restor- 
ing order to this Caribbean nation in the wake of 
the February 2004 bloody rebellion that ousted 
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide, Found wearing 
boxer shorts and sandals, Bacellar apparently 
killed himself as the multinational force is under 
increased pressure to curb violence in the West- 
ern Hernisphere’s poorest nation. The security 
situation has been unraveling in past weeks, with 
a rash of kidnappings hitting the capital. Interna- 
tional election workers, journalists and ordinary 
Haitians have been among the victims. AP 


North Korea war prisoners 
SEQUL— Stalinist North Korea is demanding bil- 
lions of dollars in compensation for alleged atroci- 
ties against prisoners of war and spies formerly 
held in South Korea, according to state media, The 
North fled an unprecedented formal damages com- 
plaint to the South's human rights commission 
Through a border ofice on Friday, the official Korean 
Central News Agency (KCNA) said. The complaint. 
insisted Seoul compensate former North Korean 
long-term prisoners for their time at “nightmarish 
prisons" run by former authoritarian governments 
in South Korea. "The physical damage, except men- 
tal damage done to them, stands at $1 billion even 
according to a preliminary estimate made by spe- 
Сайы of the DPRK (North Korea) in ine with inter 
national practice,” it said on Saturday. "It would 
come to several bilions of US dollars .. ifthe dam- 
age done to ali those unconverted long-term pris- 
oners killed in prisons is put together.” South Korea. 
repatriated 63 North Korean long-term prisoners, 
mostly prisoners of war and spies who refused to 
abjure communism, in 2000 after a reconciliation 
summit with North Korea, ae 


DeLay renounces post 
WASHINGTON-—US Representative Tom DeLay, a 
close political ally of President George W. Bush who 
is mired in a campaign finance controversy, sald Sat- 
urday he was definitively renouncing the post of Re- 
publican majority leader 
in the House of Repre- 
‘sentatives, “The job of 
majority leader is too 
important to be ham- 
strung by personal dis- 
tractions," DeLay de- 
cared in front oftelevi= 
sion cameras in his 
‘home district in Texas as. 
he confirmed his deci- 
sion to abandon the post 
DELAY ^» of majority leader. But 
the congressman, who has led the Republican ma- 
jority in the House with an iron hand for three years, 
also said he will be running for reelection in legisla- 
tive elections that will take place in November 2006. 
DeLay, known as "tne Hammer" for maintaining par- 
ty discipline, was forced to temporarily relinquish his. 
leadership post in September, after he was charged 
with violations of Texas election laws and with money 
laundering. AFP 


Japan snowfall kilis 63 
TOKYO—Troops and volunteers in Japan shov- 
фей snow from roads and roofs on Sunday as the 
death toll from the country's heaviest snowfall on 
record rose to more than 63, Teams of troops. 
tried to clear snow that had piled up to more than 
three meters In some of the the worst-hit areas of 
Niigata prefecture and to reopen blocked roads in 
Nagano prefecture. Reuters 
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Economic lies 


НЕ BROADSIDE SEN. MANUEL ROXAS II FIRED AT 
the Arroyo administration’s flotilla of economic 
half-truths was overdue and corrective. Unchal- 
lenged, the administration policy of overemphasizing 
what Roxas calls “headline statistics” can, in fact, be both 
risky and misleading. But a closer look at the senator's 
own assumptions reveals his powder isn’t all dry either. 
He may be as populist as the policy 
EDITORIAL heis attacking. 

Let us be clear. The administration 
policy, of trumpeting macro-economic gains without re- 
gard for context or the nuances of implementation, must 
be denounced. As we have already pointed out before, 
the President's fixation with the strengthening of the pe- 
sois unhealthy—because she does not care to specify the 
péso's optimum level, because she speaks as though a 
continued appreciation of the currency is an unalloyed 
good, because she does not discuss the higher cost of our 
exports and the lowered purchasing power of our OFW 
families, caused (of course) by the strengthening of the 
peso. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo, in other words, is playing 
politics with the economic statistics. Roxas, the scion of 
the’ immensely wealthy Araneta-Roxas clans and a Wall 
Steet investment banker before returning to the country 
to enter politics, thinks the President and her economic 
managers are playing with fire—not because the statis- 
tics in question are a tissue of lies, but because the cele- 
bration is decidedly premature. 

“The headline statistics being trumpeted by the govern- 
ment are good [by this, he means the stronger peso, the 
higher stock exchange index, the better bond rates] and 
yet-everybody is feeling lousy and their sales reflect this 
lousiness,” Roxas said. "The anecdotal feedback from the 
business community, from small traders to large corpora- 
tions, [shows] that it has been a joyless Christmas, a joy- 
less economy.” 

Why? Because the “real” effects of the headline statis- 
tics still have to be felt. "It's like we are looking at the sky 
and see a good alignment of stars foretelling a bountiful 
harvest even though the croplands have yet to be 
farmed,” Roxas said. 

“Her economic managers must guard against the folly 
of applying the US model to our economy. In the US, 
when these factors are up, they are immediately felt in 
the real economy because there are no bottlenecks. It’s 
not like here where it takes a lot more work, assertiveness 
and engagement by government to convert these factors 
into real output,” he explained. 

So far, so clear. Roxas’ bottom line is that these macro- 
economic numbers need to be translated into terms that 
the ordinary citizen can instinctively understand. “The 
government must be more assertive in both its policy and 
approach to bring down these headline statistics into the 
real economy—a strong peso into lower prices of basic 
commodities and services; a strong stock market into 
more public offerings, and low bond prices to lower hous- 
ing and car loans." 

Now for the hard part. Like other senators who have 
presumed to speak on the real meaning (or the lack of it) 
of the economy's undeniable growth, Roxas glosses over 
the essential fact of our underdevelopment: It would take 
years of sustained high GDP rates (say, six years of 6 per- 
cent growth) before the ordinary citizen can "feel" the im- 
pact in ordinary life. To argue that the growth last year or 
the improvement last quarter isn’t real because it hasn’t 
been felt today is to ignore (or to be unaware of) plain 
economic truths. But the real populist core of the sena- 
tor's position lies in his unstated assumption that every- 
thing depends on the government. “Aside from crowing 
about how good the peso or stocks are, the government 
should tell the people how it will work to fulfill 
them”—that is, how it intends to meet its “main task” of 
ensuring that the good news promised by the bracing 
headline statistics becomes reality. 

That cannot be right. The government is not a corpo- 
ration; its main task is to govern, not to run a business. 
It is not its main responsibility to turn headlines into 
bottom lines. The last time we looked, that was the re- 
sponsibility of business. Lower prices of basic goods? 
Ask the retailers in Farmers Market. More stock offer- 
ings? Maybe the new businesses in thriving Cubao can 
lead the way. 
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ConCom inserted provision benefiting members 


1 DON'T UNDERSTAND WHY WE ARE WAST- 
ing so much attention on the draft Constitution 
written by the Consultative Commission (Con- 
Com), whose members were handpicked by 
President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

In the first place, GMA has no legal authori- 
ty to create a body to write а new Constitution. 
So the ConCom has no legal authority to even 
be there, Ergo, what it wrote is just a scrap of 
paper; it should be thrown into the nearest 
wastebasket, 

The only bodies authorized to write a Con- 
stitution is either Congress as a Constituent As- 
sembly or a Constitutional Convention elected 
for that purpose. There are about 250 con- 
gressmen and 23 senators, all of whom think 
they are God's gift to the Philippines and are 
talented lawmakers. Do you think they will ac- 
cept a draft Charter written by "amateurs"? 
No, they will want to write their own Constitu- 
tion. Its the same thing with a Constitutional 
Convention, It will write its own Charter. And 
there will be no Constituent Assembly. The 
agreement of the Senate is needed to consti- 
tute it and almost all the senators don't want 
it 

Secondly, the parliamentary/federal system 
of government provided in the ConCom Char- 
ter is not the answer to our problems as the 
pro-Cha-cha people would make us believe. A 
parliamentary system is too expensive for a 
‘Third World country like us. Considering the 
quality—or lack of it—of our politicians, there 
will be frequent dissolution of Parliament, 
which will lead to new elections that cost a lot 
of money, The election of the prime minister 
alone is going to be very expensive—both for 
the taxpayers and the financial backers of the 
candidates for PM—as the price of each vote of 
the Members of Parliament (MPs) could run in- 
to the millions of pesos. Where do you think 
the PM candidates will get that? 

Local government officials are blinded by 
the prospect of autonomy in a federal system. 
But with very few exceptions, all of the 
provinces will not be able to support them- 


As 1 See It 


Neal H. Cruz 


selves. Confronted with such a situation, the 
federal governments might just “squeeze” 
their constituents for more taxes, just to make 
both ends meet. You, voters, should better re- 
member that when you vote in the 
plebiscite—in the remote possibility that the 
draft Charter reaches that stage. 

The situation is different in the United 
States. The states there are progressive and 
big. California and Texas alone are about the 
size of Luzon and they are very rich economi- 
cally Mostofthe other states are also economi- 
cally independent. Even so, the federal govern- 
ment sometimes has to help them in their res- 
cueoperations during times of emergency. 

‘Thirdly, the Charter written by the ConCom 
is selfish and self-serving. Politicians like it be- 
cause the parliamentary system gives them 
‘more powers. The MPs become both legislators 
and executive officials and choose members of 
the judiciary. There is no balance of powers. 
The party in power runs the whole government 
likea dictator. 

In the Charter being peddled to us, the Pres- 
ident can appoint 30 of her favorites to the Par- 
liament. And members of the ConCom are not 
barred from being appointed as MPs. So you 
see, the ConCom members inserted in the 
Charter some provisions that will benefit 
themselves. They must have learned that trick 
from President Marcos himself, whose own 
Constitution provided that members of the 
Constitutional Convention who voted for the. 
new Constitution automatically become mem- 
bers of the new Parliament. It is standard in 
any Constitution to ban members of the body 
that wrote it from benefiting from it, Its the 


same standard that bans the members of 
Congress from enjoying salary increases ap- 
proved by them. Such benefits are applicable 
only after their own terms have expired. This is 
to prevent them from legislating benefits for 
themselves. But the present members of the 
ConCom wrote this particular provision that 
could benefit themselves. 

‘The new Charter also abolished term limits 
and the provision against family dynasties. So 
you see, the ConCom members wrote the 
Charter for the benefit of politicians! 

And the unkindest cut of all, the draft Con- 
stitution is morally and ethically bankrupt. It 
uses bribery to make it acceptable. It bribes all 
incumbent officials with a bonus of three more 
years in office without being elected. That is to 
make all public officials—the senators, con- 
gressmen, governors, mayors, board members 
and councilors—campaign for the ratification 
of the ConCom's Constitution. It would benefit 
them. That is why local government officials 
are shamelessly pushing the Cha-cha. If the 
Senate does not agree to a Constitutional As- 
sembly, they plan to use the "People's Initia- 
tive" provided in the Constitution, even if there. 
is yet no law to implement it. 

And as an added bonus to the sena- 
tors—who are overwhelmingly against а par- 
liamentary system—there is a provision that 
‘automatically makes them MPs. Such shame- 
less and callous bribery! 

Finally, the draft Charter seeks to deprive 
the people of the right to choose their chief ex- 
ecutive. Itwill be the MPs, not the people, who 
will elect the prime minister, whose office is 
the equivalent to that of our President today. 
All that the people will do is to elect the MPs to 
represent their districts. They will become "no- 
bodies" in the selection of their prime minister. 
That's something that will be left solely to the 
politicians. 

In the remote possibility that a plebiscite is 
held to ratify the new Constitution, you know 
what you should do: Vote "No"! And convince 
others to do the same. 


Explaining a few things 


PABLO NERUDA HAS A POEM TITLED “PM 
Explaining a Few Things." It goes in part: 

"And one morning the bonfires/ leapt out of 
the earth/ devouring human beings/ and from 
then on fire,/ gunpowder from then on,/ and 
from then on blood..../ 

“Treacherous generals:/ see my dead house,/ 
look at broken Spain:/ from every house burning 
metal flows/ instead of flowers/ from every sock- 
et of Spain/ Spain emerges/ and from every dead 
child а rifle with eyes/ and from every crime bul- 
lets are born/which will one day find/ the bull's 
eye of your hearts. 

“Ала you will ask: why doesn't his poetry/ 
speak of dreams and leaves/ and the great volca- 
noes of his native land. 

“Come and see the blood in the streets./ Come 
and see/ the blood in the streets./ Come and see 
the blood/ in the streets!” 

"The playwright Harold Pinter quoted this po- 
emin his speech last month in accepting the No- 
bel Prize for literature. In his speech Pinter fero- 
ciously indicted the United States for crimes 
against humanity, which have been reduced to 
invisibility by the narcotic effects of language. 
“Ies a scintillating stratagem. Language is actu- 
ally employed to keep thought at bay. The 
words ‘the American people’ (uttered by Ameri- 
can officials) provide a truly voluptuous cush- 
ion of reassurance. You don’t need to think. Just 
lie back on the cushion. The cushion may be suf- 
focating your intelligence and your critical fac- 
ulties but it's very comfortable.” 

Twill not dwell on that speech. 1 will merely 
urge the reader to look it up in the Internet, It 
has some luminous portions on the concept of 
truth and a writer's responsibility toward it. 

But I remembered Neruda's poem in the 
light of some of my own readers telling me 
they've been missing the "lighter" and “more 
inspiring" stuff | used to write about, and ask 
ing when I would write about them again. 
What can 1 say? The first thing I think about in 
response to this are the words of Ecclesiastes, 
which say, "To everything, there is a season, 
and a time for every matter under heaven,” 
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‘Then follows a recitation of the various things 
there is time for: atime to sow, а time to reap, а 
time to grieve, a time to rejoice, a time to live, a 
time to die, etc. Well, there is a time to listen to 
poets talk about love and a time to hear them 
explain a few things. There is a time for colum- 
nists to speak of dreams and leaves and the vol- 
canoes of their land, and there is a time for 
them to see the blood in the streets, 

"The blood in our streets is there. That might 
not be the very literal blood shed by a very lit- 
eral war, but itis copious blood as well, shed by 
the war being waged against everything we 
hold dear. Our values, our patrimony, our very 
being as a nation. These are difficult times, 
these are troubled times. These are times of 
murder and mayhem, of the strangling of the 
sovereign will of the voters, of the stifling of 
angry voices, of the voiding of all that is decent. 
and fair. These are times of cynicism and de- 
spair, of a growing indifference to injustice, of 
a rising capacity to tolerate abuse, of an ex- 
panding ability to factor in the worst in us 
‘What do you do in the face of this, believing 
that language can be employed either as a 
weapon of self-defense or as a scintillating 
stratagem to keep thought at bay? 

1 myself have always put it this way: More. 
often than not, you do not choose your topics, 
your topics choose you, Who wants to write 
about pain and suffering when you can write 
about sunsets and sails unfurling in the wind? 
Yet you write about pain and suffering because 
they are there, Because you are а witness to 
them. Because not all the sails and sunsets will 
make them go away. 

Inspiring is a curious word. Uplifting is a 


strange word. Among Zen Buddhists, the truly 
inspiring and uplifting flower is not the rose, it 
is the water lily. What makes the water Шу in- 
spiring and uplifting is not its superior aesthet- 
ic attributes, it is the fact that it thrusts out in 
all splendor from the mud and the fetid water 
that surrounds it. It is the sheer drama of its 
struggle, pushing out from the rot that defines 
its stark beauty. 

So it is in life. Years ago, a group of OFWs in 
Singapore complained that *Probe,” which 
was airing intermittently in that country, was 
giving Filipinos a bad name because it dwelt on 
such topics as pedophilia, the mountain of 
garbage in Payatas, corruption in government. 
‘The group demanded that the program give a 
more “positive face” to the country. They 
missed the point completely. 1 thought the pro- 
gram, notwithstanding its predilections, did 
the country proud. It showed at least that there. 
were still Filipinos who cared deeply about 
their country they wanted something done 
about its problems. It showed at least that the 
country continued to have a free press, which 
was something that could not be said abour the 
OFWs’ place of exile, It showed at least that 
there were Pilipino journalists who were still 
serious about their work and had not suc- 
cumbed to doing PR. Surely that was inspir- 
ing? Surely that was uplifting? 

What is inspiring is not peace and prosperi- 
ty, it is the struggle of a people to attain them. 
What is uplifting is not the grand vistas of na- 
ture, itis the human spirit soaring above them. 
You are vexed by the sounds of discord and re- 
monstrations issuing from the mouth of angry 
men? You should thank God there are still 
enough of them that care deeply about the 
country, that have not given up on it and be 
lieve something can still be done about it. Like 
1 said, inspiring and uplifting are curious 
words, they are strange words. 

‘Why do 1 write about the things I do today? 
Come and see the blood in the streets. Come 
and see the blood in the streets. Come and see 
the blood in the streets. 
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Justice Cecilia Mufioz-P. 


THE DEATH OF FORMER JUSTICE CECILIA 
Mufioz-Palma marks another step in the gradual 
passing away of the major characters instrumen- 
tal in the restoration of democracy. But even as 
we grieve het loss, we also rejoice in that God 
gave the nation a public servant who, in the 
words of Scripture, was a mulier fortis, a valiant 
woman. 

As the first woman justice of the Philippine 
Supreme Court, she distinguished herself not only 
by her command of the intricacies of the law but 
more specially by her devotion to the majesty of 
the law and her heroic defense of constitutional 
rights even to the point of defying the reigning 
President. She capped her political career with her 
election as president of the 1986 Constitutional 
Commission which drafted the current Constitu- 
tion whose strongest legacy is its Bill of Rights. 

So much has already been said and written 
about her courage, her brilliance and her integri- 
ty Nevertheless, I would like to offer my tribute to 
her by recalling two difficult moments in her life. 
These were moments, perhaps, not well known to 
many, but which she shared with me as she strug- 
gled through them. 

The first happened before she assumed her po- 
sition as Supreme Court justice. One morning, 
she came to my office in the Ateneo Law School in 
Padre Faura, distraught and in tears about a com- 
munication she had just received. She was then 
ап associate justice of the Court of Appeals and 
she had just been informed of her forthcoming 
appointment to the Supreme Court. But there 
was a condition—the appointment was forth- 
coming on condition of “absolute loyalty” We 
talked about the implications of that condition. In 
the end, the conclusion she finally reached was 
that the condition of “absolute loyalty” was in- 
valid and that, therefore, she could and should 
accept the appointment as a call to perform a mis- 
sion. She saw it as a vocation within a vocation. 
We know very well how nobly and how coura- 
geously she performed that mission. 
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A second trying moment for her came in early 
‘September of 1974, on the eve of the Supreme 
Court decision on the habeas corpus petition of 
Jose W. Diokno. She had produced a draft of a dis- 
senting opinion which, in the judgment of some 
of her colleagues, could destroy the image of the 
President in the international scene. She was 
even grilled—‘roasted” was the word she 
зе Бу some of her more senior colleagues 
during a Court session. The pressure on her to 
tone down her language was so strong that she 
felt compelled to go in hiding so she could finish 
her final draft. While the phones were frantically 
ringing in her office and in her house, she was 
working with a borrowed typewriter in the house 
of her son Tadeo in Marikina. After she completed. 
her draft and after sending it to the Chief Justice, 
she stayed for a while with the Benedictine Sisters 
of St. Scholastica while she waited for the release 
of the decision. We know, however, that before 
the decision could be released, Diokno himself 
was released. 

It is not difficult to imagine that the leakage of 
her dissent had an influence on the sudden re- 
lease of Diokno. Even Justice Claudio Teehankee 
said to her, “Celing, I salute you; 1 do not know 
how our decision leaked.” Justice Enrique Fer- 
nando came to her saying, “Celing, you are the 
heroine of the hour.” Justice Calixto Zaldivar for 
his part said, “What shall we do now with our dis- 
senting opinion?” Justice Zaldivar had joined in 
the dissenting opinion with a handwritten con- 
currence. 

The last paragraph of her original dissenting 


alma 


opinion is not what appears in the published 
Supreme Court Reports. I say "original" because 
she made some modifications after Diokno was re- 
leased. But this is how she originally concluded: 

“In closing, 1 am bothered by the thought that 
some of my Colleagues may attribute my ap- 
proach to Diokno's petition to my being a woman, 
and I may even be accused of allowing my emo- 
tions to overpower my reason. If there is such an 
assumption I would say that itis incorrect. How- 
ever, if it is indeed true that my being a woman 
led me to take this stand on Diokno's petition, 
then I am happy and proud that I was bom а 
woman." 

Finally, we might ask, from where did she get 
such womanly courage? She herself has supplied 
the answer. For several years she was a fixture in 
the choir loft of the Ateneo Padre Faura St. 
‘Thomas More Chapel, where she liked to accom- 
pany the choir in the organ. I was the chaplain 
then, and I used to refer to her as my bishop. It 
was on the occasion of her grappling with the 
Diokno petition that she sent me a note which re- 
vealed the not so secret source of her courage. 
She said in part: “I thought of writing to you, you 
being the chaplain of St. Thomas More Chapel 
where I spent much of my time seeking from Our 
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament guidance, moral 
strength and courage to make the right decision 
in the habeas corpus cases more particularly that 
of petitioner Jose W. Diokno . . " The note came 
‘with a copy of her original dissent with the con- 
currence of Justice Zaldivar, together with a 
‘manuscript copy of her narration of the events of 
that fateful September. She requested me to dis- 
pose of the manuscript according to my best judg- 
ment at an appropriate time. This has since been 
published together with her other writings in her 
book “The Mirror of My Soul.” 

Justice Palma stood tall with her heroic dissent 
in the Diokno case. She followed that with other 
valiant dissenting opinions. She has gone to claim 
her well-deserved reward. 


Is the Church listening? 


ARCHBISHOP FERNANDO CAPALLASS PROPOS- 
al for a Bishops-Congressmen's Forum is intrigu- 
ing but not because of the prospect of the bishops 
and the congressmen getting together. The latter 
fails to excite. I agree with Rep. Edcel Lagman: 
Congressmen, deep in even their suppressed con- 
sciences, know what is right and wrong. Many of 
them just persist in being corrupt. Their pork bar- 
relis a sure sign that they're recidivist and incorri- 
gible. What's the use? 

Besides, 1 suspect that if the bishops want the 
forum, it's for the “moral” issues such as popula- 
tion management, family planning, divorce, the 
gay issue, etc. But so vital are these issues that 
they should be discussed where they hap- 
pen—with the people. That's why 1 agree with Ri- 
na J. David's suggestion for a Bishops-Faithful Fo- 
rum instead. 

Rina mentions a word which to me is the mostin- 
triguing of all. The word is a refrain dropped in con- 
versations and in articles here and abroad. Its the 
repeated plea to the institutional Church to “listen” 
to the faithful. What's new, some зау. Hasn't the 
Church always been listening? Good question. 

Long ago parents didn't know how to listen. 
‘They disciplined, downwards. Teachers didn't 
know how to listen. They taught, downwards. 
Now, the other half of education and caring is lis- 
tening, like peers. You'd be surprised what chil- 
dren and students can contribute. If I were a 
teacher now, I'd reserve time for questions, no 
holds barred. What I could have learned! 

How good is the Church at listening and how 
free are the faithful to ask? Like parents and 
teachers, the Church may have to learn how to lis- 
ten—seriously, deeply, openly and generously. It 
doesn't come naturally, especially for an institu- 
tion that for centuries has been used to tell people 
what to obey, what to avoid and what to believe, 
overdoing a one-way teaching ministry. In Apolo- 
getics class, our beloved chaplain and teacher 


CECILIA MUNOZ-PALMA traveled long and far 
from the days when, as a student leader opposing 
the Hare-Hawes-Cutting Act, she was booed and 
jeered at an assembly in the Metropolitan The- 
ater. That incident earned the audience a tongue- 
lashing from then Senate President Manuel Que- 
zon, who thundered against the lack of gallantry 
ofthe students, 

The country, too, has traveled long and far 
from that day in 1933, when а national leader 
had to silence students because they lacked the 
courtesy to listen to a woman delivering а 
speech. 

"That path of political and gender emancipation 
Justice Palma traveled—she never hesitated to 
take the road less traveled if conscience and learn- 
ing required it. Much has been written of her ca- 
reer as a lawyer and jurist; not enough has been 
written of her role as a civic and political con- 
science of the nation. She, who loved the law, 
loved it to the extent that she refused to compro- 
mise it with dictators or a people intoxicated with 
their regained freedom. In the last decade of her 
life, she established what is perhaps her most last- 
ing legacy ofall. 

1n 2001, as the administration of Joseph Estr 
da crumbled, she spoke up for the rule of law, 
sisting that the impeachment trial of Mr. Estrada 
had to proceed. She opposed the Supreme Court's 
decision to fill up the emerging power vacuum by 
replacing the President: “The 1987 Constitution 
suffered. This happened when the ongoing im- 
peachment trial of President Estrada was uncere- 
moniously disrupted and discontinued and the is- 
sues on hand were brought to the parliament of 
the streets. The rule of law was set aside and the 
rule of force prevailed.” 

In June of last year, Justice Palma issued anoth- 
ег statement: “I believe we are going through, for 
the second time in this decade, a crucial test of the 
strength of our will to be guided by the rule of law 
as envisioned in the 1987 Constitution... There is 
only one avenue of action and that is the process of 
impeachment as provided for in the 1987 Consti- 
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used to wave off any hand raised—with “no, no 
questions." Up till now, how many priests, reli 
gious and laypersons lower their voices with safe- 
ty clauses like, “I can't say this in public, but...."? 

How persistent and impassioned is the plea to 
the Church to listen? Listen. “Mission” includes a 
"willingness to listen.” A Church that cannot 
openly discuss issues is a Church retreating into 
“ап intellectual ghetto.” The "Church structure 
offers few settings for honest talk.” 

“Speak up, but to whom and how?" 

Pope “Benedict will have to show a willingness 
to engage modern thinkers and concerns rather 
than denouncing them ... the Church ... must be 
willing to listen ...." 

"The Pope should be willing to listen and en- 
gage the lay leadership ...” must have “the ability 
to listen" as leader and servant. "Hear the cries of 
the whole Church ...." 

“The Pope should first listen to the excluded 
ones ... for itis there that God's call to the entire 
Church is first made audible.” 

*... invite to the Vatican the 100 Catholics who 
were once considered the Church's major critics 

„.. like Hans Kung, Charles Curran, Leonardo Boff 
and Andrew Greeley’ 

Consult all the faithful about what they think 
God is up to in the Church and in the world.” 
Something can indeed be said about what the 
faithful think about. Its called sensus fidelium, 
“the sense of faith that the people of God share. 
among themselves," a criteria, by the way, in the 
formulation of doctrine. 

In the Church's highly centralized set-up, as 
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tution... Whether the supposed offense, the al- 
leged acts constitute [an] impeachable offense or 
whether it can stand on the so-called hearsay evi- 
dence, are matters which need to be looked into by 
the proper constitutional body and not by the per- 
sonal views of leaders in government and the pri- 
vate sector... Let us grab the bull by its horns 
rather than be dragged into a limbo of suspicions, 
disbelief, social discontent, mistrust, even violence 
and instability... We, as citizens living under the 
Rule of Law and enjoying the benefits of republi- 
canism, are bound to respect, support it, notwith- 
standing our own personal views.” 

Her two unpopular positions mark the final 
chapter in a long, distinguished, moral and intel- 
lectual life, and must serve to give us pause as we 
mark, this year, the fifth anniversary of Edsa II 
and Edsa Ш, the 20th anniversary of Edsa 1, and 
the 19ch—and, possibly, last—anniversary of the 
Constitution she signed as president of the Con- 
stitutional Commission. In her public statements, 
Justice Palma was careful to distinguish personal- 
ities from issues; she was пог, in any way, seen as 
a rabid partisan or critic of the two presidents in- 
volved (and, in fact, had been treated ungallantly 
by former President Estrada and was paid lile 
attention by President Macapagal-Arroyo); she 
was no fawning toady of presidents. 

Yet she dared ask: can we permit the constitu- 
tional order to give way to the public's passions, 
as expressed in the streets? Her principal point 
was that a mature democracy operating under 
the rule of law—however much the expression 
was being used, and abused, by political partisans 
at the time—cannot afford to compromise either 


the Pope goes, so goes the Church. 

So, how much or how little does our Church 
know us? "My parents don't know me." Hindi ako 
kilala are painful words played out to parents 
who do not listen. Can "parents" and "Church" be 
interchanged? 

Listen then to the "excluded" and the "out- 
sider": the divorced, separated, living in; gays 
and lesbians; the poor (trying very hard here but. 
stili confounded); women (their genius still held 
at bay); marginalized and silenced priests, for- 
mer seminarians and married priests (what a 
great waste considering their training, number, 
willingness to serve and the steady retreat of vo- 
cations). Does the Church know only the ideal 
“order of society" and not enough of its deep dis- 
orders, the tectonic shifts under our feet? 

Listen to the “engaged and knowledgeable 
laity” that could be “the Church's strong suit." Lis- 
ten to the critics of the Church who have not sur- 
rendered their brains and would rather be “inde- 
pendent-minded churchgoers” rather than mere 
“functionaries of apparatuses” (a phrase used by 
the Pope himself), a type he says the Church 
needs little of. Has the Church “historically taken 
a dim view of the questioning intellect, and espe- 
cially of the public expression of such questions”? 

Listen to common exchanges on family life 
Why in every other Catholic family, is there a bro- 
ken marriage, a live-in, young women on pills 
(face it), men on condoms, a born-again, a free 
thinker, a fallen-away Catholic, young marrieds 
“quietly seceded from the Vatican's control in sex- 
ual issues"? All of them are not subject for exclu- 
sion or derision but for discussion and/or accep- 
tance. Listen. The pews have a lotto say. 


‘Asuncion David Maramba is a retired professor, 
book editor and occasional journalist. Comments 
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constitution or legal procedure, if our society is to 
continue calling itself constitutional and demo- 
cratic. The accusations, she pointed out, may be 
valid, and indeed, public feelings may be justi 
fied, but a responsible people are duty-bound to 
channel their emotions toward a resolution with- 
in the confines of the social contract. 

Her views were more in keeping with the 
scathing opinions of foreign observers; and like 
many Filipinos, in the wake of Edsa П, I found 
them puzzling. By the beginning of the present po- 
litical crisis, realizing in hindsight that the resolu- 
tion of the Estrada crisis caused more problems 
than it solved, Iwas able to appreciate the wisdom 
behind her opinions more. Today, I think that in 
the twilight of her life, she managed to shine а 
light chat, like any light, exposes the unsavory as 
much as it shows a path through the darkness. 

What did she expose as unsavory? Our confus- 
ing an accident of history—the manner in which 
Ferdinand Marcos finally fell out of power.in 
1986—with a permanent strategy for democratic 
change. The removal of Marcos, a dictator, can- 
not be the means to remove presidents unless we 
are prepared to dismantle the entire system. In 
other words, there is no such thing as People Pow- 
er that is constitutional. In a sense, those who ad- 
vised President Aquino to scrap the 1973 Consti- 
tution knew this. (Justice Palma opposed the de- 
cision at the time.) And yet the light that shines 
forth from Justice Palma's statements is encour- 
aging: the only way forward, to accomplish 
change, whether the immediate desire to replace 
a discredited incumbent, or to institute structural 
reforms, is within the parameters of the Constitu- 
tion. There is no substitute for the hard work, the 
painful and painstaking methods under our basic 
law, for resolving all things. 

As the nation pays its final farewell to Justice 
Palma, itis time to adopt as our own the defining 
principle of her life: There are no quick fixes; there 
is no substitute for following the difficult, because 
the people signed on to strict, contractual obliga- 
tions when they ratified the 1987 Charter 


nm 
AT THE LAST MINUTE, I CALLED MY MOTHER TO TELL HER. 
that I won't be going home for Christmas, I was not able to get 
any ticket and was too tired to take my chances at the airport 
orat the pier. Always understanding, she said that it was OK: 
But she made me promise not to go out on Christmas Eve, to 
avoid any harm. 

Luckily, a good friend also happened to be staying in 
Manila for Christ- 
mas. Determined to 
make our Christ- 
mas Eve away from. 
our families a blast, 
asked for his sug- 
gestion. His reply 
Was unexpected: 
Letus give food to the street dwellers! 

It was enough to make anyone who had been thinking 
along the lines of going on a food and drinking binge cry in 
disbelief and disappointment. God knows 1 was not going 
to have the same luxury when work and law classes re- 
sumed. 

Babi а former seminarian who would have made a great 
priest had he not left the seminary, so his suggestion should 
not have come as a surprise. But it's really an unusual way of 
spending Christmas Eve, to put it mildly. Besides, 1 had 
promised my mother that T'd stay away from harm. Thus it 
was with some reluctance that I agreed to join him because 
he seemed sure of what he wanted to do. 

We bought nine packs of fried-chicken meals from the 
nearest fast-food outlet. At the counter, there was a boy, one 
of those we often see along Katipunan, “guiding” drivers for 
a fee as they park their cars. He wanted to buy a sundae, but 
he was being ignored by the cashiers. Thad to tell them 
tend to him. 

That to me was illustrative of the way our society deals 
with the poor, which is to not deal with them. Just look at the 
tens of thousands of families displaced by overpriced gov- 
ernment infrastructure projects. The affected poor familles. 
have no say on their relocation at all. Their lives are inthe 
hands of others who hardly care. 5 

At 11:30 p.m., we embarked on our mini-relief effort 
along the dim Aurora Avenue. We had not even reached Au- 
Tora when we saw a man eating from an old Tortillos chips 
foil pack near the flyover going to Eastwood. Babi gave Him 
one pack. 

‘Along Aurora, the first persons we gave food to were 
men sleeping in their pushcarts. The sound of our steps must 
have awakened them and, from the frightened looks on their 
faces, they must have expected some malefactors, or wérse 
MMDA people. We gave them two packs and wished thentra 
Merry Christmas. 

Not too far from the two men was an old man scavenging 
for scraps. We gave him one pack and our Christmas greet- 
ings. Only then did we realize that it was past 12, and we 
greeted each other a Merry Christmas with some nervous 
laughter over our adventure. à 

The next person we found was sleeping in a fetal position. 
on the steps of a hardware store near the Anonas LRT sta- 
tion, unmindful of the special night. We agreed not to wake 
him up and left a box beside him. Later we thought that we 
should have wakened him up because he might have slept on 
an empty stomach. 2 

At the overpass that squares the Edsa-Aurora intersection, 
ме had to wade through a sea of prostituted women, I 
thought my head would fall from too much vigorous shaking 
to make them understand that we were not there for that 
kind of adventure. 2 

The world's oldest profession knows no holiday! Perhaps; 
it's because hunger and poverty, the world's oldest scourge 
that drive most of them to this kind of work, know no holiday 
either. ы 

Finally, we reached the area of Cubao where the bus sta- 
tions are. There, we saw one of the most unexpectedly jo 
Qus scenes: three young ladies, ike the three magi, distribut: 
ing food to streets dwellers. Babi and I were not the weirdest 
people in the planet, after all! 

‘Then а more serious thought came to me: If Jesus werë to 
be born today, it would most likely be either in Payatas, the 
relocation sites or the dark alleys of Cubao under the poorest 
conditions just like the first Christmas, telling us from the 
very beginning that he came not to amass wealth or power 
but to serve. Very much unlike our country's leaders, most of 
whom are avowed Christians who regularly credit their 
closeness to God for their political survival as if they knew 
how God's mind works. In fact, in this country, especially in 
the more recent past, it has always been a year of the dog 
(my apologies to the dogs). 

Seeing that the three young ladies were taking care of the 
Cubao area, we hopped into a bus going to Philcoa. At the 
overpass, we saw an old woman with three little boys sleep- 
ing behind her on the floor. We gave her the four packs left. 

‘ewas past 1 inthe morning when we gothome.  ,. 

Tam grateful for that experience even though our attempt 
was amateurish and extremely small-scale, In my work, I 
have been taught to always think of the long term, of sustain: 
able strategies. That, I was told, is the real developmental 
mind-set. Doles are always frowned upon. 

While that may be right, we all also have this very natural 
human desire to do something more direct for those who 
need help, for those who do not have the privilege of stop- 
ping to take stock of their lives at yearend holidays because 
each second is a matter of life and death for them. One can- 
not just turn a blind eye by saying that she is already doing 
her part in the greater scheme of things by doing her best i 
her chosen profession. et 

Let us hope that in the new year, there will be less poverty, 
more shelter for the homeless, social and economic recovery 
for the thousands who have been displaced by government 
projects and calamities, and food on the table forall.  , 

As for the political dogs, 1 hope the people will finally 
tame them. à 
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THEY SAID 


Poor competition 

"Cha-cha cannot compete with Christmas." 
Sen. Ralph Recto, on the chances that the Senate would take up ` ^ 
the resolution calling for Charter change 1, 


No rest for Bonifacio Г 
"As long as the masses have по voice in the nationab- 

discourse, and while social leadership remains the. 

monopoly of the elite, perhaps Bonifacio's soul may 

never rest.” 

andy David, speaking at the 142nd birth anniversary ofthe 

Treat Plebeian Andres Bonifacio 
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THE STRONGEST ARGUMENT AGAINST 
Charter change comes from Gloria Macapagal- 
Arroyo herself, By milking dry the propaganda 
value of the peso's ate surge versus the US dol- 
lar, GMA has debunked the premises she her- 
self laid out in her July 2004 State of the Na- 
tion Address (Sona) in pushing for Cha-cha. h 

that address, she drew a picture of two Philip- 
pines—one, an economy poised for takeoff; 
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GMA shot down strongest 
argument for Cha-cha 


the other, a degenerated political system hin- 
dering such takeoff. Until today, we remain un- 
der the same system, but she proudly pro- 
claims “the runway is clear and the takeoff is at 
hand.” 

In the context of that Sona, the statement is, 
at best, contradictory and, at its worst, a bagful 
of lies. If the "runway is (now) clear," this can 
only mean that the obstacle has been removed. 
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Therefore, Cha-cha has lost its usefulness, 

‘To our politicos credit, they have let the cat 
out of the bag. Before, they argued that Cha- 
cha was motivated by economics. Today, has 
any one of them taken time to discuss the pur- 
ported economic benefits to be gained by the 
nation because of the amendments? 1 hardly 
have heard a peep from them. Much of the de- 
bate on Cha-cha revolves around their political 
future 

The Consultative Commission (ConCom) 
has baited the incumbents with the lure of au- 
tomatic membership in the new unicameral 
legislature, What it actually proposes is for the 
congressmen to appoint themselves to an of- 
fice they have created. 

Тао not think it proper for people to be "legis- 
lated" into office. Even the members of the 
1978 Interim Batasang Pambansa were elected. 
(What could be worse than an election held un- 
der a dictatorship? Answer: a No-el in a democ- 
тасу) In 1986, the members of the Cory Aquino- 
appointed Constitutional Commission were 
barred from seeking an elective post in the elec- 
tion immediately succeeding the ratification of 
the Charter they framed—the same document 
this administration is impatient to revise. 

Our bigger problem lies not in the institu- 
tions or the systems in place but the personali- 
ties who control them. More than the econom- 
ic, social and political crises that engulf us is 
the crisis within each of us—characterized by 
our misplaced values and distorted priorities. 
"This crisis is best personified by no less than 
the President herself. Indeed, we do get the 
government we deserve. 

In pushing for reconciliation, the people are 
admonished to leave the past behind. The logic 
behind this call is much too flawed. We are in a 
sorry state precisely because we have forgot- 
ten our past. The ghosts of the past will only 
haunt us more as we strive to strike it off our 
collective memory, 

Reconciliation does not require а silent, sub- 
servient opposition. It is founded not on apolo- 
gies but on mutual respect, to agree to disagree 
and to treat critics with much more civility 
than we do our closest allies. Ifyou think this is 
ап impossible task, then any talk about recon- 
ciliation would be futile 

—JUSTINO CALAYCAY JR., 
jbc090890@yahoo.com.ph 
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Responsive public service 


TM CURRENTLY HOLDING А PO- 
sition in a student government 
and it has become my habit to ask 
students about what they think 
and need so we could improve the 
condition around us, as students, 
or would know how to do so. 1 do 
this by scheduling regular meet- 
ings and consultations with them. 

‘Wouldn't it be nice and appro- 
priate for our lawmakers to hold 
such meetings with the different 
sectors in their respective dis- 
tricts, especially with students 
(considering that it is them who 
would later on inherit and lead 


the country)? This way the 1а 
makers would know what their 
constituents need and feel. Thus, 
the lawmakers would also know 
what to do, so that they can gen- 
uuinely serve their people. After all, 
were they not voted precisely to 
serve the people? 

Tmean, this way, the people can 
measure the lawmakers’ perfor- 
mance on the basis of what had 
been asked Бу them during the 
meetings and consultations. 

—BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 
M. КОСОМ, RMT, 
braix@msn.com 


Elitist design in proposed Constitution 


‘THE TIMING OF THE INQUIRER 
Dec. 20, 2005 editorial titled 
“Bonifacio and Estrada," which 
‘came out—whether by coinci- 
dence or by design—a few days af- 
ter the Constitutional Consulta- 
tive Commission made public its 
recommendations, was providen- 
tial or masterful. 

‘One recommendation would 
ban “dropouts” from political of- 
fice. Behind the obviously inane 
but seemingly innocuous provi- 
sion lurks the vested interest of 
the elite ("trapos" from both the 
opposition and administration; 
“civil society.” and "leaders" of 
business and the academe). 

The editorial cited a historian's 
research which noted the exis- 


tence of internal forces seeking to 
perpetuate itself as the privileged 
in our society even during our 
struggles against external 
forces—then (Bonifacio) and re- 
cently (Estrada). 

The campaign to amend the 
1986 Constitution is an illdis- 
guised maneuver by the elite not 
just to preserve their leverage but 
even to advance their agenda at 
the majority's expense. 

‘The media have a responsibility 
to the nation to lay bare this threat 
to our democracy and mobilize 
the silent majority to assert itself. 

ALFREDO V ASUNCION, 
93 Castrillo St, 
Barangay Ugong Norte, 
Quezon City 


Not media's fault that GMA 
is perceived to be corrupt 


TONY KWOK, PRESIDENT MACA- 
pagal-Arroyo's adviser on anti- 
corruption, reportedly has blamed 
the media for the political turmoil 
in the country. I wonder what in- 
duced Kwok to do such a thing. It 
certainly was beyond his role as 
GMA% anti-corruption adviser. Or 
were his words meant only for the 
ears of his employer? Was Kwok 
pressured to make the statement? 

GMAs administration has no 
reason to complain about the me- 
dia's treatment of news. After all, 
ithas two television stations and a 
nationwide radio network, which 
is larger than any private media 
organization, not to mention 
Malacafiang's generous budget for 
its information office. Whenever 
the Arroyo administration does 
something that is genuinely com- 
mendable and worth reporting, 
these news outlets can always 
take the lead, assuming that the 
good news is not reported by the 
private media, 

‘The tragedy is that GMA relies 


so much in image projection to 
cover for the shortcomings and 
crimes of her administration. Vast 
as the resources of her drumbeat- 
ers are, there is nothing they can 
pull out of the hat that impresses 
the public. To get a headache and 
throw up, one only has to listen to 
the newscasts and commentaries 
aired over government-controlled 
media. 

On the other hand, to win me- 
dia acclaim, GMA has only to or- 
dera serious investigation into the 
charges of extortion leveled by 
Mark Jimenez against former Jus- 
tice Secretary Hernando Perez, or 
produce Joc-Joc Bolante so he will 
be made to appear in the Senate 
investigation on the fertilizer 
scam; or she can direct the Isafp to 
соте clean on the Garci wiretap- 
pers. Unfortunately, none of these 
is a price she is willing to pay! 

—E.RDAKANAYJR., 

43 Baltazar St, 
Philamlife Village, 
Pamplona, Las Piñas City 


Ared tape story in Cordillera 


HERE'S A TIMELY ILLUSTRATION 
of red tape in the administration 
of Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo. 

Thave been trying for the last 
two years to comply with the re- 
‘quirement of the Register of Deeds 
(ROD) in La Trinidad, Benguet (for 
the registration of the remaining 
27 percent of a Cordillera lot, 73 
percent of which is already owned 
by me, with a transfer certificate ti- 
tle in my name) that I first get a 
clearance from the Department of 
Agrarian Reform. 1 guess the idea is 
for me to show that no tenant-ben- 
eficiaries would be prejudiced. In 
other words, 1 have to show that 
the property is not covered by land 
reform. 

For this purpose, the municipal 
agrarian reform officer (Maro) 
gave me a list of documents to 
submit before I could get the re- 
quired ROD clearance. This in- 
cluded, among others, a topo- 
graphic survey plan, photos of the 
Property, ocular inspection report 
of the Maro and provincial agrari- 
an reform officer (Paro), all of 
which must show that the proper- 
ty has a slope of less than 18 per- 
cent. 

Is there tenancy at all in the 
Cordilleras? In these mountains, 
is there any property that has a 
genter slope than 18 percent? 
Nevertheless, I worked on produc- 
ing the documents on the list, Not 
satisfied with its own require- 
ments, the DAR asked me to sub- 
mit a Department of Environment 


and Natural Resources clearance 
to be issued by the community en- 
vironment and natural resources 
office (Cento). The purpose of this 
clearance is unclear. 

"Тре Сепго is supposed to give. 
its findings to the Maro, which 
submits a complete folder of find- 
ings to the DAR regional office for 
approval. Of what, 1 cannot fath- 
om. 

It is obvious that the data re- 
quired by the ROD has something 
to do with the DAR jurisdiction 
over the property. But there is по 
known tenancy relations in the 
Cordilleras. And it is so easy to see 
for any Maro and Paro, these 
mountains are definitely steeply 
sloping. Needless to say, the red 
tape іп the Register of Deeds is 
simply ridiculous. 

It took me several 
months—from mid-2003 to Jan: 
чагу 2004 to work out the tax pay- 
ments on this transaction with the 
Bureau of Internal Revenue and 
the municipal office of La 
‘Trinidad. Having overcome those 
tax hurdles, 1 am now facing the. 
obstacles put up by the DAR. I feel 
like an equestrian ina dressage. 

Matters are made worse for 
people who live in Metro Manila 
like me, who have to submit 
things by mail. 1 worked on the tax 
requirements by personally mak- 
ing trips to La Trinidad; this cost 
mea lot of time and money. 

—BENEDICTO G. ARCINAS, 
ben arcinasGyalioo.com 


Voices in the wilderness 


1 PITY THE INQUIRER COLUM- 
nists, Despite all the incessant fire, 
fury and hatred they have directed 
at President Macapagal-Arroyo 
these past months (years?), she's 
still standing. 

‘Their sarcastic and contemptu- 
ous writings mean nothing to a 
public so fed up with destructive 
politics that retards this country's 
efforts to move forward, They are. 
howling voices in the empty 
wilderness and are no different 
from wolves that bay at the moon. 
Their columns are а prefect waste 


of good newsprint that should 
have been devoted to more adver- 
tisements, It must be frustrating 
for these columnists to know that 
their words have no takers. 

Т suggest that the INQuinzn edi- 
tors consider converting them to 
entertainment writers where they 
might just find a more sympathet- 
ic audience than us taxpayers who 
just want to move on away from 
all the cacophony of politics. 

—ALDO ARZA, 
Pasig City, 
almabien@yahoo.com 
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By Luige A. del Puerto, in Manila 
Tonette Orejas, PDI Central Luzon Desk 
and Marlon Ramos, PDI S. Luzon Bureau 


A POLICE OFFICIAL YESTERDAY 
confirmed attempts to revive the 
ilegal numbers game “jueteng” 
in Luzon, except in one region. 

“In every region in Luzon, there is an at- 
tempt to revive jueteng, except in Region 1 
(locos). We have not received reports on 
jueteng in this region,” said the official, who 
refused to be named because of the sensitivity 
of his position. 

The source said divulging his identity could 
make him the target of enmity not only of 
‘members of the jueteng syndicate but also his 
fellow officers. 

“Pm not saying cops are behind it, but there 
are those who got used [to getting payoffs 
from the illegal numbers game]," he said. 

The source, however, clarified that the 
moves to revive jueteng are not initiated by 
big-time financiers and operators; only bet 
collectors are testing the waters. 

‘These jueteng operations are small-time, and 
the draws done in far-flung villages, he said. 

In some cases, the collectors use the legal 
number game EZ2, which is sanctioned by the 
Philippine Amusement and Gaming Corp., as 
cover, according to the official. 

Whenever the police’s anti-illegal gambling 
task force is in town, collectors remit their 
bets to the EZ2 center. When it is not, they col- 
lect bets for jueteng draws. 

"lesa game of cat and mouse,” the source said. 

‘The source hinted of leaks in the local po- 
lice. In many instances when the national po- 
lice coordinated raids with the local police, 
the police end up with nothing, he said. 


Dryrun 

In Central Luzon, financiers, maintainers 
and operators of jueteng last week launched. 
simultaneous dry-run operations of the illegal 
numbers game in Central Luzon seven 
months after its stoppage, InquineR sources in 
the police said. 

“The game has been resumed in the bound- 
aries,” а police official said, referring to the 
provincial borders shared by Bataan, Bulacan, 
Nueva Ecija, Pampanga, Tarlac and Zambales. 

The dry-run operations, the source said, 
were in preparation for jueteng’s resumption 
ona full-scale. 

The police source said the policy was to hold 
the draw at the boundaries and extend the col- 
lection of bets to the inner towns and cities. 

Central Luzon police director Chief Supt. Ale- 
jandro Lapinid, however, said that as of Sunday, 
the region remained “negative” of jueteng, cit- 
ing reports of his local commanders. 

“1 will not hesitate to take drastic action 
against my men if 1 confirm that jueteng has 
indeed returned," he said. 

Lapinid sacked the police chiefs of Maga- 
lang and Guagua in Pampanga in November 
and December last year after raids by regional 
police teams confirmed “guerrilla” jueteng 
operations there. 

‘At least two residents in Concepcion, Tar- 
lac, sent text messages to the INQUIRER on Sun- 
day to report that collectors had been making 
the rounds of neighborhoods there and in 
nearby Magalang, Pampanga to collect bets. 

Another source in Tarlac said the game was 
operating in Capas town. 

But Tarlac police chief Senior Supt. Nicanor 
Bartolome said jueteng did not exist in his area. 

Bartolome said the police were monitoring 
‘Tarlac to ensure that jueteng would be stopped. 

‘The jueteng dry run began in Angeles City 


More than 1,200 


LEGAZPI CITY—RETRENCHMENTS IN SOME 
29 establishments in the region last year has 
left 1,292 people jobless in Bicol, the Depart- 
inent of Labor and Employment in the region 
said ina statement. 

On the other hand, the DOLE-Bicol said 
that 12,906 Bicolanos found new jobs last 
year, including 6,514 who were locally em- 
ployed and the 2,889 who signed contracts 
for overseas employment. 

“The number of Bicolanos placed for new 
jobs last year is much higher than the number 
of retrenched employees," said DOLE-5 Assis- 
tant Regional Director Alvin Villamor. 

Retrenchment in the industry sector is the. 
highest with a total of 902 lay-offs, with 705 
workers retrenched in the construction sector. 
and 164 workers in the mining sector. 

Under the services sector, the highest num- 
ber of retrenchments were in the transporta- 
ion, communication, and storage services 
with 124 workers laid off. The wholesale, re- 
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‘Jueteng’ back 
in Luzon, says 
top PNP exec 


оп the first week of December but the police 
there denied this. 

“Jueteng is operated alongside EZ2,” the 
source said, referring to the game run by the 
Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office, to 
provide a cover. 

Jueteng and EZ2 both use a pair of num- 
bers from 1-37 and 1-38, respectively 

‘The source said another policy in the trial 
phase of jueteng was to stop it when discov- 
ered by authorities or negotiate and get the 
police as protectors during a crackdown. 

This was because not all police officials 
were talked into supporting the comeback of 
jueteng, the source said. 

The source identified suspected gam- 
bling lord Rodolfo "Bong" Pineda as the 
main financier of the jueteng comeback in 
the region. 

But Pineda, according to the source, used 
"decoys" to avoid being detected. 

Neither Pineda nor his relatives could be 
reached for comment on Sunday. In earlier in- 
terviews, however, Pineda's relatives and as- 
sociates have denied that Pineda had re- 
turned to finance big-time jueteng operations 
in the region. 


Laguna 

їп Laguna, an INQUIRER source said a mayor 
also has a direct command over jueteng oper- 
ations in the third and fourth districts of the 
province. 

Police officials, however, denied reports 
that jueteng has resurfaced in Laguna since 
the holiday season. 

Laguna police director Senior Supt. Federi- 
co Terte said the police have stamped out 
jueteng activities in the province during their 
heightened operations four months ago. 

"There is no jueteng in this province. I have 
also ordered my men to check reports that a 
man named Boy Royo runs jueteng in Lagu- 
na,” Terte said in a phone interview. 

Тепе said they have continuously moni- 
tored the game in all towns in the province 
which allegedly showed Laguna is still 
 jueteng-free. 

Не, however, admitted that there were re- 
ports of guerrilla jueteng operations in some 
areas of Laguna. 

In guerrilla operations, winning number 
combinations are drawn outside the areas 
where bets were collected to elude policemen. 

Calamba police chief Supt. Rolando Bus- 
tos said the city has remained jueteng-free 
and that some unscrupulous individuals 
‘could have been using the results of the lotto 
and EZ2 lotto draws, which are shown on 
television. 

A bet collector earlier interviewed by the 
Inquirer in Barangay Halang in Calamba 
proved that jueteng has indeed been revived 
last December. 

“Baka loteng yun o kaya EZ2. I am very sure 
that there is no collection of jueteng bets in 
Calamba because there is no jueteng here,” 
Bustos said. 

A source from the Calabarzon police admit- 
ted that jueteng has found its way back in La- 
guna, as well as in Cavite and Batangas. 

The source said a special operations unit of 
the Calabarzon police in Camp Vicente Lim 
had arrested 11 persons from a suspected 
jueteng den in Biñan town last December. 

Last month, antijueteng czar Edward 
Hagedorn confirmed that “organized 
jueteng” was back in Quezon province and 
that guerrilla-type operations were back in 
other areas in Luzon. 

Archbishop Oscar Cruz, a staunch antigam- 
bling crusader, also said jueteng operations 
went full blast during the holidays in Bicol, 
particularly in Camarines Sur and Albay. 


lose jobs in Bicol 


tail and trade services downsized by some 
115 employees. 

The water, gas and electricity industry 
recorded the least retrenchments, posting on- 
ly nine, while the manufacturing sector, 
which was forecast to be unstable in the early 
days of 2005, only had 24 retrenchments, 
said the DOLE-5 report. 

The financing, insurance, real estate and 
business services also had 62 retrenchments 
while the community, social and personal ser- 
vices had 86 employees terminated. 

Albay posted the highest number of re- 
trenchments, totaling 1,098, followed by Ca- 
marines Sur with 94, and Camarines Norte 
with 53. There were no reported retrench- 
ments in Sorsogon and Masbate, DOLE-S said. 

‘Some 37 terminated employees were also 
recorded by DOLE but their locality had not 
been established since they were walk-in 
clients. Leo Martin B. Ganace, PDI Southern 
Luzon Bureau. 
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MTERNATIONAE 
Get out there. 


NEW YEAR BE 


3-NIGHT BAHAMAS CRUISE 


‘onboard ACT's "SOVEREIGN OF THE SEAS” 


CRUISE ONLY 
FORAS LOW АЗ: 
INTERIOR CABIN 
OCEAN VIEW CABIN 
SRD/4TH PASSENGER 
PORT CHARGES. 


SAILING DATE: January 27,2006 
4-NIGHT BAJA MEXICO CRUISE 


$ 18800 
209.00 
12400 


board АСЗ “MONARCH OF THE SEAS” 


CRUISE ONLY 
FOR AS LOW AS: 
INTERIOR CABIN 
ЗНАТИ PASSENGER 
PORT CHARGES 


SAILING DATE: February 06, 2006 
February 13,2006 


7-NIGHT WESTERN CARIBBEAN CRU! 


$22500 
100.00 


aboard ACT's “VOYAGER OF THE SEAS” 


CRUISE ONLY 


$490.00 
510.00 
58000 
101000 
36000 


FOR AS LOW AS: 
INTERIOR CABIN 
OCEAN VIEW CAI 
SUPERIOR BALCONY 
JUNIOR SUITE 
SRDATH PASSENGER. 
PORT CHARGES. 


‘SAILING DATE: January 28, 2006 


12-NIGHT SCANDINAVIA & RUSSIA CRUISE 


Onboard AC's "JEWEL OF THE SEAS” 
CRUISE ONLY 
FOR AS LOW АЗ: 
INTERIOR CABIN 
OCEAN VIEW CABIN 
SADI4TH PASSENGER 
PORT CHARGES 


SAILING DATE: May 14, 2006 


$2,054.00 
232400 
894.00 


115.00 per person 


18200 per person 


191.00 per person 


306.54 per person 


onboard Celebritys "CENTURY" 
CRUISE ONLY 


$561.00 
72100 


FLYICAUISE 


$1,388.00 
1409.00 
132400 


FORAS LOW AS: 
INTERIOR CABIN 

OCEAN VIEW CABIN 
SRDIATH PASSENGER 261.00 
PORT CHARGES 19400 


SAILING DATE: January 28, 2008 


onboard Celebrity s "MERCURY" 
CRUISE ONLY 
FOR AS LOW AS: 
INTERIOR CABIN 
OCEAN VIEW CABIN 
SADIATH PASSENGER 36200 
PORT CHARGES 27750 
SAILING DATE: February 13,2008 


12-NIGHT PANAMA CANAL CRUISE 
onboard Celebniy's "GALAXY" 


CRUISE ONLY 


$97400 
128200 


FLuCRUISE 


$ 1,025.00 


$85900 
90000 


1,001.00 


SE 


ELY/CAUISE 


$ 1,690.00 
121000 
188000 
221000 
1,560.00 


FOR AS LOW A‘ 
INTERIOR CABIN 
OCEAN VIEW CABIN. 
SAD/ATH PASSENGER 43800 
PORT CHARGES 38150 
SAILING DATE: January 21, 2009 


FLYICRUISE 


$2,954.00 
322400 
179400 


CRUISE ONLY 
$ 1,096.00 
397.00 
444.00 


189.50 
Hur 


FOR AS LOW AS: 
INTERIOR CABIN 
OCEAN VIEW CABIN 
SRDATH PASSENGER 
PORT CHARGES. 

SAILING DATE: May 27, 


а ~Җ- 


eT CELLERS! 


7-NIGHT WESTERN CARIBBEAN CRUISE 


FLYICRUISE 


$1,761.00 
1,921.00 
1,481.00 

per person 


TI-NIGHT MEXICAN RIVIERA CRUISE 


FLYICRUISE 


$1,859.00 
11801.00. 
116200 
per person 


FLY/CRUISE 


$2,174.00 
2482 00 
1,638.00 

per person 


LIMITED PROMO 


VOYAGER OF THE SEAS IN EUROPE!!! 
7-NIGHT MEDITERRANEAN CRUISE 


FLYIORUISE 


$ 2,046.00 
2347.00 
11394.00 

por person 


"ALL RATES AND CABIN AVAILABILITY ARE SUBJECT TO СУ 


‘Call your preferred trav 


Tel. Nos.: 894-3957, 892-2702, 892-2703 or 
mail: ryicaribbe 
Cebu: c/o Baron Travel (Cebu) Nos. 


HANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE" 


"agent or Royal Caribbean International & Celebrity Cruises 


rpanair.com.ph 


‘e-mail:btc-outbound@ pacific.net.ph 
Website: www.royalcaribbeanphil.com/www.celebritycruisesphil.com 


ind your inquiries by fax at 892-2790 


(032) 255-6095 to 96 or Fax to (032) 254-5344 


Г: 
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Patent war over flower fest looms 


BAGUIO CITY—MAYOR BRAULIO 


Yaranon on Thursday launched 


this 


ог Panagbenga amid strong objec- 
tions from a foundation that claims 


own: 


tourist drawing activity 

Yaranon said the festival he 
helped organize would rum its 
course because "it is owned by 
the people" and any group inter- 
ested in patenting Panagbenga is 


riski 
He 


Flower Festival Foundation Inc., 
which is operated by festival 
founder Damaso Bangaoet and 
Yaranon's political rivals. 

The festival was developed by 
Bangaoet, employees of the de- 
funct John Hay Poro Point Devel- 
'opment Corp. and officials of the 
Camp John Hay Development 
Corp. in 1995 to help resuscitate 
Baguio tourism. The local indus- 
try suffered in the aftermath of 


Dureza new presidential 
adviser on peace process 


COTABATO CITY—A SPOKESPER- 
son for the Moro Islamic Liberation 
Front (MILF) welcomed Saturday 
former Presidential Assistant for 
‘Mindanao Jesus Dureza's appoint- 


ment as the new Presidential Ad- 


viser on the Peace Process. 

When he was government chief 
negotiator, Dureza had a spat with 
the MILF over the official’s alleged 
revision of agreements without 
consulting the rebel group. 

"We are looking forward to a 
much stronger coordination with 


the 1990 Luzon earthquake. 

"The foundation ran the event be- 
fore former Mayor Bernardo Vergara 
took over Panagbenga in 2003. 

Bangaoet and Baguio Rep. 
Mauricio Domogan — have 
launched the foundations own 
Panagbenga schedule of activi 
tes, with the support of 
Cordillera tourism director Purif- 
cacion Molintas. 

But Yaranons version now 
boasts of the support of President 
‘Macapagal-Arroyo herself. 

Ms Arroyo, according to Yara- 
mon, will attend the festivals 
grand opening on Jan. 30. 

The Baguio City Council dis- 
cussed the possibility of patent- 
ing the name “Panagbenga” in 
2005 to secure the government's 
rights over the activity. 

But at the end of 2005, the city 
council resolved to retum the festi 
val’ reigns to its founder instead. 

Yaranon refuses to acknowl- 


year's Baguio Flower Festival 


ership over the 11-year-old 


ing the public's ire. 
е was referring to the Baguio 


him this time,” MILF spokesper- 
son Eid Kabalu told the INQuinsa. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo ap- 
pointed Dureza on Friday to re- 
place Teresita Deles, who resigned 
last year. Dureza, 58, also heads 
the Office of the President in Min- 
danao and the Mindanao Econom- 
ic Development Council. 

He is also adviser to the gov- 
еттеп team that negotiates 
with the National Democratic 
Front. Jeoffrey Maitem, PDI 
Mindanao Bureau 


Move 


Loaded with big filing requirements? Address your problem 
with Sharpdesk™. Scan, archive, index, search and retrieve 
those packing lists, import/export files, bills and other 
documents with ease or send these to anywhere in the world 
in a few seconds. Equipped with powerful security options 
like the Sharp Data Security Kit (DSK) and fully-flexible 
networking features, Sharpdesk™ 
is definitely the ultimate digital fling 
solution. Call us to learn more about | "m ur. 
powerful Sharp Document = = #2524 


is 
Solutions. eS 


^ =. 


E 


L Documents 


edge the council's decision. 
During a Jan. 5 press confer- 
ence, Yaranon said he backed a 
community-initiated festival that 
would be run by Baguio Bishop 
Carlito Cenzon and businesswom- 
an Nelia Cid because Bangaoet 
abandoned the city in 2005. 
Yaranon said the city govem- 
ment would not lift a finger should 
Bangaoet assert his legal daim over 
the festival. But he wamed any 
daimant that the festival is now 
‘owned by the Baguio community. 
Lawyer Wilbert Tan of the For- 
tun law office said Yaranon's deci- 
sion to oppose a foundation-run 
festival was devoid of politics. 
Тап brushed aside reports that 
the foundation was poised to se- 
cure a restraining order against 
Yaranon's group. 
Cid, who presided over last 
year's festival, said the Fortun law 
office had been helping her clear 
up legal concerns that arose from 


fo 


 Sharpdesk"* is highly sultable for business environments with heavy document traffic like law offices, 
call centers, recruitment firms, brokers, forwarders, schools, medical & health care practitioners. 


TROU 


the 10th Panagbenga. 

Cid and Yaranon are also fac- 
ing libel cases filed by Vergara 
and Domogan over allegations 
that operators of the previous fes- 
tivals enriched themselves. 

The last nine festivals report- 
edly earned over P100 million in 
advertising and sales revenues. 

Cenzon said he supported 
Yaranon after failing to negotiate 
a merger between the foundation 
and the mayor's group. 

“Му heart is torn... but time is 
running out now. My only wish 
was to help the Panagbenga get 
On its feet" Cenzon said in a 
handwritten letter he sent Yara- 
non on Dec. 29, 2005. 

Cid said Bangaoet drafted a 
memorandum of agreement bet- 
ween her and the foundation, but. 
had not returned to cement the 
deal. Vincent Cabreza and Don- 
па Demetillo, PDI Northern Lu- 
zon Bureau 


percent local government units 
Share to serve as а protection 
against use of the money by the 
national government. 

Instead, the funds would have 
to be set aside and made available 
only when the court mandates the 
fund's release to Palawan. 

The motion is anchored on an 
earlier decision of the same court, 
which declared that Palawan is en- 
titled to a share in the Camago- 
Malampaya Natural Gas proceeds. 

In a 30-page decision, RTC 
Branch 52 Judge Bienvenido 
Blancaflor had ruled that the 


we 
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Palawan asks court to freeze Malampaya share 


PUERTO PRINCESA CITY—AFTER 
obtaining a favorable decision from 
the regional trial court, the provin- 
cial government is seeking to further 
secure its expected share through 
the freezing of disbursements from 
the Malampaya revenues. 
Last Dec. 29, the province's le- 
gal office filed a “motion to ren- 
dera full accounting of the actual 
payments” of Shell Philippines 
Exploration BV to the Bureau of 
Treasury and Department of Fi- 
nance with the RTC's Branch 95. 
It also sought to “freeze” or 
place in escrow account the 40 


province of Palawan is “entitled 
to 40-percent share of the nation- 
al wealth” pursuant to provisions 
of the 1987 Constitution, in ac- 
cordance with the Local Govern- 
ment Code of 1991 

Palawan's share shall be com- 
puted based on the revenues gen- 
erated from the Camago-Malam- 
paya natural gas project starting 
Oct. 16, 2001, said the decision. 

Records from the Department 
of Energy showed that Palawan 
could still get as much as P1.5 bil- 
lion as its share for the last three 
years. 


The project is expected to gen- 
erate about $2.1 billion for 
Palawan, when the court issues 
its final ruling. 

The motion asked the court to 
direct Energy Secretary Raphael 
Lotilla to provide a full account- 
ing of the total gross collection 
from the Camago-Malampaya 
natural gas project from January 
2002 to December 2005, includ- 
ing its conversion to peso de- 
nomination, that will clearly 
show the 40-percent LGU share. 

Jofelle Р Tesorio, PDI Southern 
Luzon Bureau. 


ROUNDUP 
Flight prospects 


DAVAO CITY—The Asean Tourism Forum 
(ATF) 2006, which would be held here this 
month, could become an opportunity for 
the opening of direct flights between 
Davao City and South Korea, according to 
Art Boncato, president of the Davao 
Tourism Association. “With Davao as host 
city of the ATF, there s an opportunity the 
city wili be Included in the list of South 
Korean destinations,” he sald. 


NOW APPROACHING 
SCENIC DAVAO... 


Judy Quiros, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Сей phone snatchers 

STA. ROSA CITY—Five women pretending to be holiday revelers snatched 

the cell phones and other valuables of 10 visitors of the Enchanted Kingdom 

at Barangay Balibago here on Jan. 1. Police said the security personnel of the 

Enchanted Kingdom arrested the suspects after being alerted by one of the 

victims. The suspects, all from Manila, have been detained at the city Jai! here. 
Romulo 0. Ponte, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Mis: 
‘STA. CRUZ, Laguna—A fourth year student of the Guevarra National High 
‘School here has been reported missing for 12 days now. Police sald Joyce 
Ann Francia, 16, left her home in Barangay San Juan, Sta. Cruz, Laguna at. 9 
pm. on Dec. 27 and has not returned since, Ann's mother, Edna Alvarez 
Francia, told police that her daughter was wearing brown pants, blue jacket 
tnd white sandals when she last saw her. She sabout4 11" with brown 
complexion, black hair at shoulder level and slim body. Those who know the 
whereabouts of Joyce Ann may call Dorie Matienzo at 0917-9389883; Edna] 
Matienzo of Barangay San Juan, Sta. Cruz; and Laguna Provincial Police Of- 
fice, Investigation Section at Barangay Bagumbayan- 

Romulo 0. Ponte, PDI Southern Luzon Bureaü 


Calamity state in 4 Leyte towns 
MAASIN CITY—Four towns in Southern Leyte have been declared in a state , 
of calamity after floods caused by incessant rains wrought havoc to crops and 
infrastructure. with damages totaling atleast P50 milion. Declared ina state | 
of calamity were Sogod, St. Bernard, Hinundayan and Hinunangan. The worst 
hit was Hinunangan, with P23 milion in damages to newly planted abaca and 
to fields placed with rice that was ready for harvest. About 800 hectares of 
farmlands planted to abaca and rice had been inundated, prompting Mayar 
Roberto Lagumbay to declare the town in a state of calamity. Mallorca. said. 
Jani Arnaiz, PDI Visayas Bureau 


P100M for roads in Negros Oriental 

DUMAGUETE CITY—The Department of 

Public Works and Highways has allotted 

P100 millon for farm-to-market roads in 

25 cities and municipalities in Negros 

Oriental. Rodrigo Catapusan, DPWH- 

2nd engineering district acting chief, 

sad the amount is part of the P6-bilion 

infrastructure fund allocated by the n 

tional government to Central Visayas. 

For the first quarter, һе said each local 

government in the province would be 

Sled to аР2 milion farm-o-market road project to be completed by March 

15. The same amount for a similar project will aso be allocated for the second 

quarter, he said. The P6-bllion fund is taken from the P37-bilion savings last 

year by the national government from Interest payments of foreign debts. 
Romy G. Amarado, PDI Visayas Bureay 


Photographer dies 
ANGELES CITY—News photographer Ricarte "Boy" Sagad died of complica- | 
tions from pneumonia on Wednesday night. He was 61. A veteran of the police 
beat in Angeles Cy and the former Clark Air Base п Pampanga, Sagad vas а 
photographer of The Voice, the oldest news weekly in Central Luzon. He wil be 
Buried after an 8 a.m. Mass on Jan. 10 at the old Mabalacat рис cemetery, | 

Tonette Orejas, PDI Central Luzon Desk 
P, Laudencia; 84 


PEDRO N. Laudencia, 84, an agricultural engineer, dled at Berkeley, California! 
USA on Dec. 29, 2005, after a heart attack. He was recognized as the most | 
outstanding agricultural engineer of the Philippines in 1980 and most out- 
Standing alumnus of the University of the Philippines at Los Baños in 1981. 
He is survived by children Louis, Marilyn, Debbie, Julla, Clint and Deo; daugh 
ters-in-law Luzviminda Mendoza Lozada, Merle Crisologo and Laarni Rebue- 
los; sons-in-law Motonobu Tsuchiya, Alfredo Chingcuanco and Luiman 
Bringas: and grandchildren Louisa Mae, Levi Micalah, Rle, Leo, Perse, Erika, t 
Meriel, Patricia, Patrick and Michael Joshua. Memorial services will be held 
from Jan. 11 to 14 at the Church of the Holy Redeemer-UCCP at Alley 4 corner 
Road 2, Project 6, Quezon City. Interment will be at the family plot at Him- 
tayang Pilipino, Quezon City. in leu of flowers, the family requests donations 
to the L&L Foundation Inc. Рог detalls, сай 928-2117; 09198930225. 
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{DAVAO CITY—GREEN LAMP- 
posts with replicas of waling-wal- 
ing forged out of steel, the city’s 
icon, are suddenly sprouting in 
„the middle of the streets here as 
preparations for the upcoming 
Association of Southeast Asian 
(Asean) Tourism Forum (ATF) 
[reaches its frenzy this week. 
Despite the rains that persisted 
since the start of the year, che local 
"government is bent on turning the 
icity into the country s brightest in 
time for the big event, according 
‘to Councilor Susabel Reta, chair of 
ithe ATF beautification committee. 


| As with the citywide beautifi- 


cation, 


13th. 


the administration of 
Mayor Rodrigo Duterte is also 
putting in place tight security 
measures, 
chances against possible threats. 
Duterte has tasked the police 
and the military to secure the 
whole city, even weeks before the 
event, which commences on Jan. 


But beyond the Filipino's tradi- 
tional show of hospitality, and 
making the guests feel safe and 
comfortable, 
turned down the suggestion by 
‘Singaporean delegates for a fire- 
cracker display in the city. 
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x Across Фе NATION 
Davao City prepares for Asean tourism forum 


refusing to take 


Duterte said he  risdiction," he said. 


No deaths in Lanao Sur clan 
war, Southcom exec says 


COTABATO CITY—NO ONE WAS HURT IN 
Thursdays clashes between two feuding 
families in Lanao del Sur, according to Brig. 
Gen. Benjamin Dolorfino, deputy commander 
ofthe military's Southern Command. 

Dolorfino said on Friday that one of the 
warring clans have reported that 10 of their 
men were killed so they could get sympathy 
from the government. 

"The report is not true. There was no casu- 
alty on both sides,” Dolorfino said. 

He said the source of the report about fatal- 
ities was a tribal leader, who picked up the ru- 
mor spread by one of the warring parties. 

“1 talked to our ground commander in 
Lanao and he told me the Kibad and Balt 
families were trying to exaggerate the report 
to get government attention," Dolorfino said. 

He said as of Saturday afternoon, the 
claimed casualty figure decreased to two. 

“But this morning, we received feedback 
that there was really no fatality,” he said. 

On Thursday, violence erupted in Tuburan 
town when members of the Kibad and Balt 


families clashed with the Masigay and Dima- 
poro clans. 

In recent months, more than 20 people 
from both sides have died because of the 
feud. 

"We will dispatch emissaries anytime to 
pacify both sides," Dolorfino said. 

He said the military describes the latest 
confrontation as an "acoustic war" because al- 
though the two sides have been fighting, 
there were no casualties. 

Chief Supt. Akmad Mamalinta, chief of the 
‘Autonomous Region police, said ARMM Gov. 
Zaldy Ampatuan has tasked Vice Gov. 
Ansaruddin Adiong to work out a peaceful 
settlement of the raging clan war in Tuburan. 

"Dozens of policemen from the PNP-ARMM 
regional office were deployed to Tuburan Fri- 
day to help local leaders pacify warring fami- 
lies,” Mamalinta said. 

Governor Ampatuan said religious leaders 
have also been tapped to help resolve the con- 
flict. Jeoffrey Maitem and Edwin O. Fernan- 
dez, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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“A firecracker ban is still in ef- 
fect here and bending the law 
might encourage violators,” he 
said. Duterte has asked foreign 
visitors to make arrangements 
with neighboring cities 
‘Samal or Tagum, Davao del Norte 
where fireworks are allowed. 

He warned that mere possession 
of firecrackers here is unlawful. 

“1f they want, they can do fire- 
works display in the midst of the 
Davao Gulf, beyond the city’s ju- 


‘Tourism Secretary Ace Durano 
said the ATF will put Davao back 
on the map of the world’s top 


tourist destinations. 

The city's image as one of the 
most loveable places in Asia has 
been tarnished by the 2003 
bombings that killed more than 
40 persons and wounded scores 
of others. 

Barely a week from now, flags 
from the 10-member Asean will 
fly along the city’s main thor- 
oughfare as the city hosts the 
biggest gathering of government 
ministers and tourism industry 
players in the Asean. 

Top government officials and 
key tourism players will be in 
Davao for the 25th ATE a regional 


cooperation within the Asean to 
promote Southeast Asia as one 
tourist destination to the global 
travel market. The Asean is com- 
posed of Singapore, Thailand, 
Malaysia, Philippines, Myanmar, 
Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, In- 
donesia and Brunei. 

Myanmar was slated to host 
the event this year but backed out 
at the last moment. 

The Philippines was supposed 
to host the ATF in 2007 yet. 

The nine-day event will in- 
volve a series of Asean ministerial 
conferences, travel fair and busi- 
ness meetings in the city's various 


first class resorts. К 

One of ATF's main features‘is 
the Travel Exchange (Travel) 
that will take place at the NCCE 
Mall exhibition center, where 
buyers of wholesale "tourism 
packages from all over the world 
will have a chance to meet tóp 
tourism players in the region. ^ 

“Close to 500 buyers have 
signed up for the event, with the 
Europeans outnumbering otlier 
visitors from other parts of the 
world,” Art Boncato, president ûf 
the Davao Tourism Associatioií, 
said. Germelina A. Lacorte, PDT 
Mindanao Bureau 
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CENTRAL EUROPE. 
COSMOPOLITAN EUROPE 

THE BEST OF EUROPE 


WESTERN WONDERS 

NIAGARA FALLS & WASHINGTON D.C 
GOLDEN WEST ADVENTURE 

THE CANADIAN ROCKIES 

EASTERN US & GRAND CANADA VACATION 
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CALIFORNIA CLASSICS 
MAJESTIC ROCKIES plus VICTORIA 
PACIFIC COAST ADVENTURE 
GREAT CANADIAN RAIL JOURNEY 
SOUTH AMERICAN SAMPLER 


AVALON 
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For as low as 
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BritRail & Eurail Passes NOW AVAILABLE! ) 


For inquiries and reservations 
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GLORIOUS BRITAIN. 

SCOTTISH MAJESTY 

TUSCAN OPULENCE 

GERMAN ROMANCE 

HISTORICAL NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOR 
ENCHANTING CANYON LANDS 

HAWAII DISCOVERY 


TULIP TIME CRUISE 
IMPERIAL WATERWAYS. 

THE LEGENDARY DANUBE, 

MAGICAL CHINA & YANGTZE 
MAGNIFICENT EUROPE 
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GRAND BLACK SEA 
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RP's First Choice 
in Watches 


milii №, 


IT’S YOUR WATCH THAT 


TELLS MOST ABOUT WHO YOU ARE. 


ARCTURR 


SEIKO 


www.ssci.com.ph 


THE BEST SERVICE FOR SEIKO & ALBA WATCHES AT THESE SEIKO SERVICE CENTERS 

- MAIN LABS.: 2310 Majaico Bidg., Pasong Tamo Extension, Makati City Tel. (632) 886-6771 to 72 

ala Center, Makati City Tel. (632) 892-8302 - MANILA :1990 NICFUR Bldg. 

‘cor. Тай & Quirino Ave... Malate, Manila Tel. (632) 523-8676 - QUEZON CITY : 4 4 Lower Ground Floor 

New Farmer's Plaza Araneta Center Cubao, Q. C. Tel. (632) 913-1908 - WB 206 SM City, North Ave 

сог EDSA О.С. Tel. (632) 929-3097 + CAVITE : 008 SM City Bacoor, Tirona cor. Emilio Aguinaldo Hi Way 

Bacoor, Cavite Tel (046) 970-4976 + CEBU : Lower Ground Fir, SM City North Reclamation Area, Cebu City 
Tol. (032) 232- 0782 - J. Rodriguez Bidg., Osmena Bivd., Cebu City Tel(032) 253-6936 


exclusive 

quality service 
ww longest 
‘warranty, 


From SEIKO WATCH CORPORATION 


\ Listens 

to *- African music. 

саан брт obe o gn. 
Retreats to а yoga hideaway. 
Dream is not a dream. 


Wears an Alba. 


Avaliable at any SETKO Service Contor and 
authorized Dealers nationwide 
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Most dormitories 
‘virtual death traps’ 


By Cyril L. Bonabente 
PDI Research 


"VIRTUAL DEATH TRAPS.” 

That was how Alvin Estrada, 
spokesperson of the United Fire 
Fighters of the Philippines, de- 
scribed in 2001 some buildings in 
Metro Manila. 

Estrada had said that most dor- 
mitories in the University Belt 
and at the University of the 
Philippines Diliman were violat- 
ing the Fire Code, 

“By their looks alone, these are 
apparently fire traps,” Estrada 
said atthe time. 

His remarks fit in with an obser- 
vation by Manila architect Luis 
Santos that majority of the dormi- 
tories in the city did not comply 
with the National Building Code. 

The information was disclosed 
ina 1996 public hearing conduct- 
ed by the Senate committee on 
urban planning, housing and re- 
settlement chaired by then Sen. 
Gregorio Honasan. 

Tn the same hearing, an official of 
the Manila City administrator's office. 
admitted that, of the 282 boarding- 
houses and dormitories recom- 
mended for closure by a committee 
created by then Mayor Alfredo Lim, 
only 25 had been formally closed. 


jured. 
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Among the violations found by 
the committee was lack of fire ex: 
its and ventilation, 

‘Most residents of the dormitories 
were students from the provinces 
who chose to study in Manila, 

‘The following were some ofthe re- 
ported fire incidents in dormitories 
‘and boardinghouses in Metro Manila: 

January 2001—A man pours 
kerosene and lights the curtains 
of a dormitory at Tahanang Ma- 
pagpala, an orphanage in 
Caloocan, causing an early-morn- 
ing stampede. 

July 27, 2001—An 11-hour 
blaze in Tondo, Manila, Kills a 6- 
year-old girl and her 5-year-old 
brother and destroys 300 hous- 
es—mostly illegal residences 
along the Philippine National 
Railway tracks—leaving 600 
families homeless. Authorities es- 
timate the damage to property at 
P100 million. The fire reportedly 
started inside a boardinghouse. 

Jan. 1, 2002—Fires break out 
in two boardinghouses in Mani- 
la—the Borja Roxas Building in 
Dapitan and Chica Boarding 
House in Quiapo. No one is in- 


Dec. 21, 2005—Fire guts a two- 
story boardinghouse in Barangay 
San Isidro, Parafiaque City. 


APOLICEMAN walks past the charred remains of a student dormitory on P. Campa Street in Manila. REUTERS 


Fire guts boardinghouse at University Belt 


From page Al 

About 12 families lived in the 
building at 833 P Campa St, 
aside from other tenants who oc- 
cupied 17 rooms on the second 
floor, according to barangay chair 
Malou Chan. 

Besides Lachica, the fatalities 
were identified by fire officials as 
Mark Lester Relente, 22; Joey 
Dangaran, 25, and Jelmar Capati, 
19. 

The four other victims, three 
males and a female, were still 
unidentified as of press time. 

Preliminary reports suggested 
the fire started in the kitchen on 
the ground floor. 

“The old building, totally gut- 
ted, was made of light and con- 
crete materials, investigators 
said 


Escape through windows 

Guillermo said seven of the vic- 
tims were apparently drinking 
beer before the fire broke out at 
3:36 a.m. 

He said the owner of a nearby 
store told investigators some of 
the vietims had bought beer from 


her hours before the бге oc- screams of “Ее!” greeted erarm. Опе of the boarders who could апа she had to find her way in? 
curred. them. ‘Then they jumped out the win- not do without her baggage was the dark to the window exit, she? 

‘Three of the victims—Relente, : dow. Mae Baligasa, 22, an information said. 
Dangaran and Capati—worked Shouts in the darkness The three tumbled down the technology student at University 
as helpers at the Best Choice wa- Within seconds, electric power metal planks, and dropped hard of the East, Fear of death 
Rag station near the wascutandasmolydarknessen- onto а blue Toyota van parked ` Duriñg the commotion, a man though: Iwas going to suffo- 
boardinghouse. veloped the second floor of the just across the boardinghouse. got angry at her for “putting my cate to death,” she said 

ardinghoUse anders initially boardinghouse, drifting toward ` “I almost did not feel the im- luggage first before other peo- Finally, she found the exi? 
panicked but were able to clam- the rooms. pact. The instant we jumped, all ples lives,” she said. pushed her bag out the window, 
ber outof the windows. Pilapil led a small group of my concentration was on the air Ви Baligasa defended her ас. and jumped, 

» boarders toward a room facing rushing back into my lungs,” An- tion, saying she had always kept Edward Tia, 43, а mechanical | 

Blocked exits the street, shouting directions in dion said. "l'm lucky to be alive.” that bag containing important pa- engineer applying for а job in 

Firemen reported seeing suit- the dark. ‘Through the smoke, An- Andion, who is studying forthe pers ready in case. ofanemergen- Saudi Arabia, said the boarding- 
cases and other belongings dion saw others lining up to jump Commission on Graduates of For- cy house was owned by a certain 
blocking exits of the building, through the window grill open- eign Nursing Schools, said she . Constantino Manahan. 
making it difficult for people to ing. felt she was at death's door just Chatting on the phone Until yesterday, it was home to 
escape. But they could not move fast before the jump. “Nobody expected it would students, seafarers, employees 

"TV footage showed two wom- enough because some of the < . end this way” she said. and families, he said. 
en weeping on the street as they boarders were lugging huge Saving important papers Baligasa was chatting on the He could not say how many oc- 
awaited word on the fate of bags with them, Andion re- Were it not for Pilapil, 23, she phone with a man she had met cupants there were, but said 
friends and relatives in the burn- called. would not have lasted inside the online when the fire struck. there were probably fewer than 
ing building. ^] was trying to get some air, building, she said. «| don't usually have such 50. 

Raised voices and stampeding but there was only smoke," she The eight people who died long conversations om the It was fortunate, however, that 
feet roused Leda Andion, а 30- said, recalling her struggle to could have had more warning phone. 108 a blessing in dis- many of the boarders were on va- 
year-old nurse and one of the breathe. Gnd time to save themselves if guise. 1 would probably have cation, otherwise, more people 
boarders, from her sleep. ` Some had not carried so much been sleeping and not noticed could have died, Tia added. 

Thinking her housemates had Lucky to be alive luggage with them, she lament- anything,” she said. ‘The remains of the fatalities 
caught a burglar, she and Ryan Pi- Andion was about to lose con- ed. When she heard the commo- were brought to Universal Funer- 
Gols longtime frend, rushed sciousness when Pilapil put his _ Andionherselfwasonly ableto tion outside, she opened the door al Service shia Cruz, Manila, 
downstairs, S eumd her neck, while hold. recover a small bag containing and immediately smelled smoke. Мапйа was hit by more than 

Thick billowing smoke and ing another woman with his oth- important papers. Suddenly, the lights went out 400 fires last year. 


Young consumers prefer e-load to eating Estrada camp turns 


From page Al 
home to Bicol for a vacation, fol- 
lowed her and swamped her mo- 
bile phone inbox. 


Not luxury but necessity 

“If you ask me, the cell phone 
load has become a necessity for 
us Filipinos. It is no longer a luxu- 
y" said Nario. "And sales are get- 
ting even stronger." 

Nario, who started selling cell 
phone loads in June 2005, said 
she had been using sales from it 
to keep her sari-sari store afloat. 

Indeed, the tectonic plates of 
consumer spending have shifted 
to telecommunications over the 
past couple of years. 

Consumer spending Юг 
telecommunications and trans- 
port (which are lumped together 
in the statistics) has been steadily 
increasing since 2003, the same 
year the electronic cell phone 
load was introduced. 


Better than buying food 

їп absolute amounts, Filipinos 
spent P165.8 billion for telecommu- 
nication and transport services in 
the first half of 2005 from P118.03 
billion the previous year and Р98 
billion in the same period in 2003. 

The growth in spending for 
telecommunications and transport 
has been outstripping other major 
expenditure groups, such as utili 
ties (17.8 percent), food (12.6 рег- 
cent) and beverage (5 percent). 

Rafael Buenaventura, former 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas gov- 
ernor had noticed as early as 
2003 that more and more people. 
were buying cell phone loads 
than food or cigarettes. He 
thought that a change in comput- 
ing inflation was in order. 

Soon after, the economic plan- 
ning agency had to reconstitute 
the consumer price index by in- 
creasing the weight of telecom- 


munications and transport to re- The Philippines, is after all, ће ld t 11 1 
таала арагы тыынан oy o | COld to alliance plan 
cation of the consumer wallet. more than 400 million messages 

Globe Telecom Inc.'s qualita- are sent a day by more than 30 Kk d From page Al retary, Horacio Morales, floated 
tive research showed that “con- million mobile phone users. an e-toa. Presidents Fidel V Ramos and the idea on Wednesday saying 
sumers tend to scrimp more on Absolute numbers are much d Corazon C. Aquino against the the United Opposition would 
other basic necessities like food greater in countries like China, business scandal-wracked Arroyo admin- form an alliance of the three for- 
and transportation and ‘gim- where some 350 million mobile istration. mer leaders to compel Ms Arroyo 
micks rather than on cell phone phone subscribers send about a bil- отрове! "We're not so hot on it" said to step down. 
load." lion text messages a day. But the ra- 3. Business earnings Estrada's son, Sen. Jinggoy Estrada. ‘The three could serve as senior 

td a Nacu, a Smart retailer, dooftexttocverysubserberismore | range from 13 percent to | “Were notso eager aboutit Ifsuch advisers to a “ransiory severing 
has seen how the spending pat- than 10inthePhilippines, againstan | 15 percent for every ашо | ап alliance comes about, that’s fine council” that could be set up after 
tern has changed in recent years. average of three in China. load. With Smart, опе can | by us. If not, chen letit be.” Ms Arroyo stepped down, he said 

Along with her electronic load mb receive reward points by | _ The young Estrada believed that The proposal, among other is- 
business, Nacu has a halo-halo (a Keeping in touch activating his or her Smart | sharing a "common agenda,” like sues, was discussed when Ramos 
concoction of fruit, milk and Globe Telecom president Gerar- Money Card for a fee of setting up a transitory form of gov- met with Senate President 
concoction of Ш aal OF doAblazasaidkeepingintouchhad | P200. Points earned from | emment if President Macapa Franklin Drilon end former Ser 
the three, her cell phone load busi- become a necessity for Filipinos. Smart Money Card can be | за-Апоуо stepped down, could Vicente Sotto Ш on Jan. 2 at his 
hess is the one that sells briskly in Indeed, a Pinoy who has not re- | converted into a personal | bring the three former Presidents office in Makati City, according to 
OR weather nomatterwhaeshap- ceived a text message for a few | load or payment when one | together and jumpstart the talk Sotto 
pening in politics or the economy. hours tends to feel alone and in- | reloads Jamie Alarcon “If they have а common agen- ү. { 

jt complere. and Chona Galang, PDI | da to uplift the lives of the people ‘Alliance doomed” 

No season for texting After all, all it takes is a P1 text | Research and solve the crisis, they can Senate Minority Leader Aquili- 

“The halo halo has a season but message to cheer up a man, or work together," he said. When no Pimentel Jr. said the alliance 
the load chooses по day or break his heart. pressed what could be the com- was doomed because of Ramos. 
month,” said Nacu. "It's always in “Where merienda (snack) and get hit negatively unlike the oth- mon agenda, he said: "Maybe a "How can you have a good al- 
mri ten if life is geting "gimmick have become а litle bit ers but growth had flattened,” transitory form of government ance Mee of the parties is un- 
worse,” of a luxury, communication has said Yu. "Because of the slow- and who should lead it.” trustworthy, like Ramos? How can 

Miles of phone loads, she said, become a basic need in thiscoun- down, we are forced to put ex: The senator, however, pointed Cory end ітар V Ramos?” Pi- 
had been ‘unaffected by rising try,” said the head of Globe, the pansion plans on hold." out that any unity plan among ће mentel said in an interview. “He's a 


prices and the supposedly weak company that pioneered text Still, he said, those in the former leaders should benefit not mole of Gloria, living up to his days 


spending capacity of Filipinos. messaging in the Philippines. cell phone business were cer- only one personality. “If its for asan intelligence officer" 
Her store on San Jose Streetin „, tainly doing much better than the good of the country, why not? Sendtor Estrada, however, dis- 
Mandaluyong City is frequented Trickle-down effect most. 1fivs for the good of just one indi: agreed, "His support for Gloria is 
by college students from a nearby Fortunately, it is not just Globe Rogelio Quevedo, former vidual, forget it," he said. waning, Sooner or later, he 
campus. They would rather and its rival, Smart, which are raking Smart chief legal officer and now [Ramos] will make a clean 
Starve a little and sacrifice their іп money Profis are tickling down head of the wholesale business of No takers break,” he said, citing his 
Stave а Jud soda in favor of а to their more than a milion dealers PLDT, said mobile phone compa- = The elder Estrada declared on sources 
phone load, she said. and retailers all over the country. mies werent just competing Thursday that he was willing to _ Ramos issued a statement on 
" Eric Yu, president of Cellprime, against each other anymore. set aside whatever political dif. Friday through his media adviser, 
Cell phone-crazy Pinoys one of Globes major dealers, said "Nowadays, we compete with ferences he had with Ramos and Ed Malay, but kept people gues: 
‘By her own account, Nacu sells that while sales of phone cards ap. soda and shampoo makers and Aquino, and forge а united from ing ast ‘whether he still support- 
an average of P350 worth of load a peared to have been insulated cinema owners,” he said. with them “for the good of our ed the Arroyo administration. 
day, A retailer who sells P3,500 from the general economic It helps that prices of telecom country.” Malay said Ramos would at- 


ду Апааа ва РЗО0 енор malaise, growth had been capped. services have been dropping Тһе пек day his spokesperson tend the Jan 14 Lakas national 
lon he en sell or use for Where last years sales comin- while everything else from fuel to Didagen Dilangalen harped on икн meeting and the Jan. 


himself, wed to rise by double digits, cooking oil has gone up. this in radio interviews, but there 24 Council of State meeting, but? 

In a country where more than growth this year had been anemic Thus, the mobile phone craz were no takers. Ramos has said stressed that this should not be 
half of the population is consid- at 1 to 2 percent. that began in the late "90s is such a collaboration would not interpreted any other way be- 
ered poor, the cell phone-crazed эө nowhere near dissipation, To- happen, while Aquino has opted cause the former President re- 
citizens surely have messed up No endin sight morrow: The jolly jeep phe- tobe mum on this. mained the founder and chair 
their priorities, Or maybe not, "The cell phone business didn't nomenon. Estrada’s former agrarian sec- emeritus of the party. 
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Condo units for QC informal setüers 


By DJ Yap. Belmonte Jt. recently formally Housing and Urban Renewal Au- so become the new home of 22 emergency fire alarm system. exclusively for the citys informal 
fumed over the keys to the low- thority a city-owned corporation. other informal settler families, The condo units have a selling settlers and low-income govern- 
THE LIVES OF S8 FAMILIES WHO cost medium-rise building to the _ The condominium-type build- once they have completed the doc- price ranging бот P161,969 to ment employees. Once completed, 
ем have frst batch of beneficiaries of the ingis justa block away from Auro- umentaton and payment require- P225,000 each, Those who availed the project wil feature four medi- 
taken’ turn forthe better with the citys housing program in Baran- ra Boulevard and the Light Rail ments of the program, of the housing program opted to  um-rise buildings that can accom: 
awarding of cheap condominium gay Escopa Ill, Project 4. ‘Transit and Metro Rail Transit sys- Each unit has a floor area of 15 рау for their units either in cash ог modate 320 families. 
units by the Quezon City govern- The families can now occupy tems sqm, with a strong water supply, іл easy installments within a 10 to Hura is also developing a low- 
ment. theirownunitsatHuraHomeston _ Designed to accommodate 80 electrical connection, a concrete 15-year period. cost housing program in Barangay, 
Quezon Cy Mayor Feliciano В Burgos Street through the city's families, the condominium will al- roof deck, a garbage chute, and an Нша Homes 1 was developed Vasra for City Hall employees. 


Traffic rerouted for procession 


By Margaux C. Ortiz area, more than a hundred of masalang and Blumentritt going 
whom would be undercover to Quezon Boulevard and Quiapo 
MOTORISTS PASSING THROUGH agents, to ensure peace and or- can use the underpass in going 
Manila's streets are advised to fol- der. straight to Recto and right to Oro- 
low a traffic rerouting scheme to There will also be police assis- quieta Street. 
maintain the normal fow of vehi- tance centers in at least four vital _ Those going to MacArthur 
des during todays feast of the  spotsinthearea. Bridge can take North Jones Fly- 
Black Nazarene in Quiapo. The southbound lane of Que- over, turn right to PhilPost or take 
Manila Police District director zon Boulevard fronting Quiapo Plaza Lacson straight to Plaza 
Chief Supt. Pedro Bulaong has or- Church will be closed to motorists Sta. Cruz and left to В Torres 
dered the Traffic Enforcement starting at 10 a.m. today. leading to Recto. 
Group to conduct traffic flow The following streets in Passenger jeeps plying the Di- 
maintenance to prevent traffic Quiapo District will also be  visoria via Quiapo route are ad- 
grid locks when thousands of closed: Andalucia, Fugoso, Palan- vised to use the Recto U-turn slot 
devotees start flocking to the Mi- са, Estero Cegado, Isetann Ser- upon reaching the closed Isetann 
mor Basilica of the Black vice Road, Recto, Nepomuceno Road leading to Nicanor Reyes 
‘Nazarene. and Bilibid Viejo, Casal, Arlegui Street. 
EA “АП police units in Quiapo dis- (the stretch from Casal or Legar- Motorists from SH. Loyola 
: 24: ict аге instructed to conduct dato Barbosa), Hidalgo and San Street to Quiapo can turn left to 
S clearing operations along the Sebastian. Recto and left to Legarda. 
1 : Rc i Streets that will be used for the Those going to Quiapo from From Legarda, those going to P 
4 a = procession to prevent obstruction España are advised to take Casal and Palanca Streets can 
У ҮҮ НЕГ Df the flow of the parade,” Bu- Nicanor Reyes Street (formerly take Ayala Bridge in going to Taft 
i. З А баа 
н 


a Ч laongsaid in a statement. Morayta), turn left to Recto lead- Avenue leading to P. Burgos and 
veins 5х 2 i ffi il ing to Legarda to P Casal, zon Brid; ith Eds - 
MEMBERS of a marching band practice for today’s Feast Day of the Black Nazarene in front of the Quiapo Police officials also promised ing to Legarda going to P Casal Quezon Bridge. With Edson C. 
Church. Nearby streets will be closed to traffic starting at 10 a.m. to make way for the procession. вики 


to deploy 250 policemen in the Those coming from Di- TandocJr. 


METRO OPINION 
Cattle 


1 REMEMBER THIS TV DOCU- pass that offers no protection 
mentary about life on a cattle from the rain and sun. 

ranch in the USA. There was a This commuters Calvary, 1 
segment showing cows to be read, is meant to ease traffic 
branded imprisoned behind yel- flow and protect pedestrians 
low metal rails. Tve got no beef about the aim. 

The rails snaked along in the Вис these MMDA “geniuses” 
shape ofa continuous letter S.1t should have first walked the 
terminated ato device that held walk, literally, to find out first 
a cow fastso a ranch hand could hand how painful it is for tired 
brand it. women, children, senior citi 

‘This image of obedient cattle zens and men to trod a further 
inalong, snaking line invariably five minutes just so they can - Visas” Rs 
comes to mind whenever 1 see take a crowded bus home. y Е sou Py 
those pink metal fences at the Couldn't these “geniuses” T h h h n Y a 
ncn = ey are having a happy new year 
Avenue Station's bus stop. the station? Land is available. Bey д en Я 

Ive ridden the МАТ almost _ Today however, the doomed 1 и 27 e 
ever week since the line inhale all that gloriously car- H b t і 
opened. Until last year when  cinogenic Edsa air as they plod ОМ. DOU OU ЕЁ 
they built those cattle pen-like along like cattle behind pink t 
fences, І almost always got fences toward the North Avenue 
down at North Avenue to take a bus stop. 

Monumento bus for home. Here, the doomed resemble 

1 now alight at the GMA-Ka- cattle as they patiently wait for 
muning station whose bus stop their rides behind snaking metal 
is located just a few meters from тай. 
its exit. This is a life saving deci- — Cattle, That's what we are to 
sion on my part. bureaucrats. 

‘The “geniuses” who designed Пас management and zii" Celeron Gh + Ended Inel BSS6MENVGA 
the North Avenue cattle pens pedes engineering take SUUM ENT в 
force tired riders to take а five- precedence over our health, sur- od Gr Sei uada 
minute walk along heavily pol- vival and well-being. 


+ bale ОКОВ овораю * 285 
uted Edsa to get to the bus And by being forced to inhale Serius, pa 


stop. more of Edsa's deadly toxins вит Boner Pode 
For those who have to go to than we should, we are truly * Wireless LAN 802.11 b/g n 
SM, there is the added ordeal of cattle being led to the slaughter. 


climbing the stairs of an un- —ART VILLASANTA. 12 months 0% interest 
roofed MMDA pedestrian over- artthinesGyahoo.com. 


The ASUS М5 and A6 notebook series will truly make your new year worth the blast, sparks 
and sounds! Own these light yet stylish M5 and W6 notebook, elegantly designed specially 
for your networking lifestyl 
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2 laborers killed 


Two laborers were stabbed dead by three men on Saturday in Quezon City. 
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Stop Hair Loss Now. 
Call Svenson at 892-HAIR 


GMA to grace PSA Night after all | 


Editor Teddyvic S. Melendres 


rescues Aces 


ARROYO 


NOLESS THAN THE COUNTRYS NO. 1 SPORTS 
supporter will cheer and honor the top achiev- 
ers of 2005 during the Philippine Sportswriters 
Association (PSA) Annual Awards Night on Jan. 
14at the Manila Pavii 

President Macapagal-Arroyo graciously ac- 
cepted, at the last minute, the invitation to be 
the special guest in the two-hour rites honoring 
the best and the brightest in sports last year. 

She told sports editors last month that she 
might not be able to attend the affair due to 


pressing affairs of the state. 1 
"Together with the guest of honor, Philippine | 
Olympic Committee president Jose "Peping" 
Cojuangco, and Philippine Sports Commission 
chair Wiliam “Butch” Ramirez, Ms Arroyo will 
hand the Athlete of the Year trophy to Team 
Philippines, which won the Southeast Asian 
Games overall crown for the first time last year. 
“The presence of no less than President Ar- 
royo makes the affair a truly special night for 
our athletes,” said PSA president Jimmy Cantor. 


in double OT 


twice during regulation and in 
the first overtime before driving 
the final nail on the Realtors’ cof- 
fin in the second extended ses- 
sion with a drive in the lane fora 
102-101 Alaska lead. 

Dennis Espino rammed his 
shoulder against Brandon Ca- 
Мау and was assessed an offen- 
sive with 20 ticks left, crushing 
the Realtors’ hopes for good. 

"They (Realtors) cant solve 
the Mike Cortez puzzle so we 
just kept on going to him,” said 
Cone. “But Tm pretty sure Game 
2 on Wednesday will be much 
tougher" 

Struggling psychologically, 


The most requested real estate topic-now on its 25" offering! 


Opportunities, techniques & need-to-learn knowledge 

January 16, 1:30-6 pm, 2^ Fir, Max's Rest, Glorietta 2, Ayala Сиг, Miti 

SCHEDULE OF OTHER SEMINAR TOPICS (SAME TIME & VENUE) 

dan 17 PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT W! HLURB RULES & UPDATES 

Jan 18 TAXATION ASPECTS OF REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS 

AND PROPERTY ASSESSMENT 

JOINT VENTURES FOR REAL ESTATE PROJECTS 

HOW TO START & MANAGE A SUCCESSFUL REALTY OFFICE 

LEGAL ASPECT OF SALE, MORTGAGE & LEASE WITH 

CONTRACT DOCUMENTATION AND REGISTRATION 

For more details, call 681-0928 or email: urbanet@pacific.net.ph 

Or тру lex your nome, ex по. or emal address o СРё 0916-426-9174 
URBAN INSTITUTE OF REAL ESTATE 


Pistons off-key 


By June Navarro 


STA. LUCIA REALTY SHOULD FIND A 
quick antidote to Mike Cortez. 


Cortez юг 
mented the Real- 
tors with his signa- 
ture pick-and-roll 
play and led Alas- 
ka to an energy- 
sapping 108-104 
double overtime 
victory at the start of the San 
Mig Coffee-PBA Fiesta Confer- 
ence playoffs last night at the ing him the pick-and-roll and he 
Cuneta Astrodome. made spectacular things out of 

With Odell Bradley on the it" 


coming off screens 
and drives in the 
extra periods to 
help the Aces take 
the opener of the 
bestof-three wild- 
card series. 

"He — (Cortez) 
was awesome, seid Alaska 
coach Tim Cone. "We kept giv- 


Jan 19 
Jan 23 
Jan 24 


GAMES WEDNESDAY 
(Cuneta Astrodome) 
440 .m.—5an 
Miguel Beer vs А21 
735p m—Sta. Lucia 
Realty vs Alaska 


Best Truck Body 


bench, Cortez took over by firing 
a career-high 27 points, mostly 


Ban № 


ALASKA'S Reynel Hugnatan (center) drives off Dennis Espino 4 


(left) and Damian Owens in last night's game. 


Cortez actually saved his 
team from the jaws of defeat 


G9 چ‎ 
fe 


Bradley was benched for most of 
the second half after Sta. Lucia's 
Neber Omolon and Chester 
‘Tolomia got into his nerves. 

‘Meanwhile, Air21 survived 
the ejection of coach Bo Perasol 
and pulled off a 97-88 victory 
over a weary San Miguel Beer 
squad in the second game. 

Ronald Tubid completed а 
four-point play off an Olsen 
Racela foul and Ranidel De 
Ocampo canned another three- 
pointer in the final two minutes 
as the Express cut loose and 
took a 1-0 lead in their best-of 
three wildcard series 

The Beermen were playing 
their third game in as тапу 
days. 

The scares 

Fist Game 

ALASKA 108 ocez 27, Atado 16, 
Bradley 13, Сабау 13, Cariaso 12, Thoss 
Вало, Fun ê, Dea бла. 

STA. LUCIA 109 Espino 25, Ovens 
24, Duremdes 21, Cabagnot 17, Omolon 
3 Toa б, Aquino 1. Сай 0, Clay û. 
Mendoza. 

Quarters 22-18, 42-49, 6570, 87-7 
эни, 108104 

Second Game 

NAZA 97 hio 20, Dares 16 R. 
De Ocampo 16d 14, Y. De campo 
14, Dai 8, Алеш 6, Fan 3, Canaleta 
о ето. 

SAN MIGUEL 82—508 21, Hon- 
бег» 15, Johnson 1, Belasco 10, Peña 
8, Welons 8, Lopez 5, Ва 5, Саад 


„М 


mmm Quarters 29:24, 5152, 7373, 97-88 


Painters prevail, stay 
in hunt for semis slot 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


RAIN OR SHINE BANKED ON A SOLID FIRST- 
half performance to score an 83-75 decision over 
Far Eastern Insurance yesterday and boost its bid 
for an outright semifinal berth in the PBL Heroes 
‘Cup at the San Andres Gym. 

‘The Elasto Painters got off to a good start with 
veteran Jojo Tangkay drilling in seven of his 11 
points in the pivotal second period. Gilbert Mala- 
banan finished with a game-high 19 points, while 
big man Jay-R Reyes chipped in 14. 

"ae had a good run in the second quarter be- 
cause of our defense,” said coach Caloy Garcia af- 
ter his Elasto Painters improved to a 6-3 record, 
just a game behind Magnolia Ice Cream’s league- 
leading 7-2 card. 

"Everybody stepped up and that was good be- 
cause we also need to win our next game." 

In the second game, hefty center Ken Bono de- 
livered 18 points on ал 8-of-11 shooting to lead 
Montafia Pawnshop past Granny Goose, 62-53. 

While Montaña joined Hapee-PCU in third spot 
with 5-4 records, Granny Goose slipped to 5-5, in 
a tie with Harbour Centre. All four teams remain 
in contention for the outright semifinal slots. 

Far Faster Insurance, which absorbed its sev- 


enth loss in 10 games, 
‚ lest its bid for a quar- 
terfinal stint along with 
the — celardwelling 
‘Toyota Otis Knights. 
The scores: 
First Game 
RAN OR SHINE E)— 

Malabanan 19, Reyes 14, Ca- 

tatu 13, Tangiay 11, Tan 7, 

Sa Mara 5, Onguara 4, 

Sagad 4, „йе 3, Aso 2, 

Robles 1, Ene 0, Orbeta 0. 

Ва EASTERN NS. 

75 Coronel 15, Мат 13, 

Latoreno 8, Eponduaan 7, 

Marquez 7, Gamboa 6, Bra 

2, Bonus 2, Gatumbato 0. 
Quarters: 22-16, 47-34, 64-58, 8375 

Second Game 

MONTAÑA 62—Bono 18, Compton 15, Jun 13, Mag- 
payo, Capuz5, Guerrero 3, Bagulon 2, Dela Cuesta 0, Mercado 
0, Tolentino 0, Vergara 0, Castro 0. 

GRANNY GOOSE 53—Oufichan 14, Cruz 11, Latro 6, 
Gavino 6, 0244 4, Concha 4, Соль 3, Gato 2, Ameda 2, 
Santos 1, hale 0, Atad 0, Saiadaga 0, Ferrer 0, Pras 0. 

‘Quarters: 21-7, 34-18, 4-39, 62:53 


STANDINGS 
Magnolia 
R. or Shine 
Hapee-PCU 
Montaña 
Granny 6. 
Harbour 
Far E. Ins. 
Toyota Otis 
CAMES THURSDAY 
(San Andres Gym, 
Mania) 
2pm—PCU-Hapee 
vs Montafa Pawnshop 
4pm—Rain or Shine 
vs Magnolia Ice Cream 
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3-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION 


AUCTION DATES: 


JANUARY 


26, 27 & 28, 2006 


SUMITOMO LS26008J 


A ISUZU ELF TOWER LIGHT 


ISUZU FRR WING VAN 
Y 


TOYOTA HIACE 


BLDG. 1455 ARGONAUT HIGHWAY, TEL. NOS: (047) 252-1129 * 252-1155 TO 58 * 


(02) 920-0810 


SUBIC BAY FREEFORT, PHILIPPINES (02) 711-5270 * CEL NOS: (0917) 7262824 * (0917) 8388094 
asubic@uai.gotdns.com * WEBSITE: www.uaauctioneers.com 


After reading about Petron Xtra Unleaded, I tried It myselfand noticed that 1 got lower fuel 


consumption. P 


Since the: 


CRISTINA UNALIVIA, OFFICE MANAGER 


Plus the driving is smooth and to borrow the word of one friend; walang 'tope'. 
ve been recommending it to my friends sotheycould try itand see for themselvs 


MANNY PACQUIAO, YOU BET, IS STILL AHEAD 
as far as pre ight odds go, both here at home 
and in welHlit Las Vegas. 

But after a reality check, Erik Morales appears 
to enjoy an overall edge in the runup to their 
‘monumental rematch on Jan. 21. 

7 Ies like this, Pacquiao may not be in Quiapo for 
today's fiesta procession of the Mahal na Poong 
Nazareno, but many in the great, boiling sea of 
‘devotees will bid the miraculous Black Nazarene 
to grant special blessings to their boxing idol in 
‘his bout against his sharp Mexican foe. 

7 Whom will the Black Nazarene bless? 

Pacquiao fans may have not realized it, but. 
the Black Nazarene could also be counted as 
ia Morales compatriot. 

The holy image, carved out of dark wood, 
was transported to Manila straight from 
"Mexico over two centuries ago. 

It’s also not openly known here, but Pac- 
‘quiao, a devout Catholic, draws strength and 
;power from the Nazarene in Quiapo. 

1 до January 2005, on the eve of the Black 
Nazarene fiesta, trainer Buboy Fernandez 


was overheard by this reporter hollering over 
the phone from the Hollywood room of Pac- 
quiao to a friend in Manila that a towel be 
touched onto the miraculous wooden image 
оп behalf of the Pinoy boxing icon. 

That towel, based on Buboy's frantic in- 
structions over the phone, could be the one 
used to wipe out the blood from Pacquiao's 
‘gaping cut in his failed bid against Morales in 
their March 19 showdown in Las Vegas. 

With Pacquiao very close to quitting in the 
8th round, it’s not farfetched to say prayers 
had also helped him survive the 12-round 
agony against Morales. 

Now, how come Pacquiao has remained the 
‘odds-on pick among the majority of gamblers in 


his rematch with Morales, despite having lost. 
the first fight? Thats not quite normal in the 
fight game, where the so-called wise money is 
regularly placed on the winner. 

А check with Pacquiao devotees bore out a 
few factors that swayed bettors over to his side: 

1) Unlike last time, Pacquiao will be using 
thinner punching gloves. 

2) Pacquiao won his last fight by knockout; 
‘whereas Morales was dull and slow in losing by 
pointsin the same card. 

3) Pacquiao has definitely leamed his lessons. 
from his last encounter with Morales and should 
beable to make the necessary adjustments. 

Now, here are more tangible points that 
should give Morales the overall pre-fght edge: 

11) Morales has trained longer than Pacman. 

2) Morales has sparred almost twice as 
long as Pacquiao, doing this around 7 p.m., 
exactly the same time of the actual fight. 

3) Morales is coming in from a loss and 
will predictably come in superbly prepared. 

So, will Pacquiao—insisting to spar in the 
afternoon, instead of simulating the evening 


Pacman vs El Terrible: Lessons from victory and defeat 


fight schedule—prove a disadvantage? 

‘That's hard to answer. His body clock, so 
says Lito Mondejar, a trusted team member, 
has been used to the afternoon sparring. 

Ofcourse, there are several other sentimental 
points that have.led adoring countrymen to be- 
lieve Pacquiao should make it this time. Maybe 
by knockout in the seventh or eighth round, as 
many fans out in the streets love to put it. 

Meanwhile, Pacquiao's chief handler, Ameri- 
can Freddie Roach, swore they have made time- 
ly adjustments to fight a better fight the second 
time around. They call this inevitable advantage 
“leaming from mistakes.” 

But, again, will this ploy be any better than 
‘what Morales has vowed to employ. 

‘You see, the opponent Pacquiao has prepared 
for now may no longer be the same Morales that 
had bloodied and beaten him the first time out. 

Fighters do leam from the last fight and what 
could stop Morales from boxing Pacquiao a dif- 
ferent way the second time around? 

The Mexicans have a name for this: Learning 
from victory. 


Tanseco top 


Angler 

THE PHILIPPINE 
Game Fishing Founda- 
tion recently named 
Lito Tanseco as the 
2005 Angler of the 
Year. Tony Espojo and 
Bong Nery followed at 
first and second posi- 
tions, respectively. 
Tanseco garnered gar- 
nered 56.753 kilos 
while Espojo and Nery 
have 49.398 and 
45.185 kilos, respec- 
tively. Light tackle and 
heavy tackle legs were 
also dominated by 
Tanseco and Espejo 
with the addition of 
Matt Tayag in the 
Heavy Tackle leg. The 
PCTFAOY awarding 
was held at Somethin’ 
Fishy Restaurant in Li- 
bis 


70 fights up 
in PCAP tilt 


THE MAKATI COLISE- 
UM-based Pinoy Cock- 
ers Association of the 
Philippines (PCAP) will 
hold a one-day 5-cock 
derby today featuring 
70 fights. Action starts 
at 5 p.m. The 30-mem- 
ber group has lined 12 
5-cock derbies and an 
8-cocker to determine 
the PCAP Cocker of the 
Year. A total of P2 mil- 
lion awaits the win- 
ners. Also slated at the. 
venue is the “FTE Hap- 
ру Gametarms 4-cock 
derby on Thursday 
with a prize pot of 
P300,000. For in- 
quiries, call 896-3545 
or 895-6475. 


6-cock event 


for 16th year 
A SUPER 6-COCK 
derby offering a cash | 
potof P4 million will | 
mark the 16th year 
anniversary of 
Roligon Mega Cock- 
piton Jan. 31, Feb. 2, 
4,7 and 9. Eniry fee 
is P11,000 with the 
fastest win champion 
getting a brand-new 
Toyota Innova. Host 
Rolly Ligon expects 
more than 400 en- 
tries. The venue has 
received 80 cock- 
house reservations 
A participant may 
field an entry during 
the 2-cock elimina- 
tions on Jan. 31, Feb 
2 and 4. The semifi 
nals and 4-cock fi- 
nals are set on Feb. 7 
and 9. For Inquiries, 
call 851-2275 ûr 833 
1638. 


NCA derby 


today at SIC 
THE NATIONAL COCK 
ers Association 7-Coc« 
Derby kicks off two 
days of big-time cock 
fighting today at the 
San Juan Coliseum 
with Sagupaan Com- 
plexor 3000 as spon- 
Sor, The 3-cock elimi- 
nations feature 58 
fights. The 4-cock tl- 
nals is on Wednesday 
Hosts Danny Valero 
and Phil Say will com: 
pete against a field that 
includes NCA stalwart 
Rene Medina and Ric 
de Guzman of Calor 
nia, Gov, Ito Ynares, 
Rep. Butch Plchay, Jur 
Santiago, Patrick An 
nio, Manny Santos and 
Rudy Albano. For in- 
quirles, call 725-5369 
ar 0917-8041691 
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AUBURN HILLS, MICHI- 
gan—Andrei Kirilenko 
had 24 points and 11 re- 
bounds, and former Pis- 
tons player Mehmet Okur 
added 13 points and 17 
rebounds as the Utah Jazz 
beat NBA-leading Detroit 
for the second time this 
season, 94-90, in over- 
time Saturday night. 


The win gave Utah a season-series 
sweep of Detroit and almost as many 


Government 
Cigarette smoking is dan 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


no to another flag-and-country stint 


wins against the Pistons (2) as the rest 
of the NBA combined (3). The Pistons 
(26-5), losers for just the second time 
in 13 games, had their 10-game home 
‘winning streak snapped. 

‘Chauncey Billups scored 19 of his 
24 points after halftime for Detroit, 
and Richard Hamilton added 18. Ben 
Wallace had 16 rebounds. 

In other games, Washington nipped 
Boston, 103-102; Atlanta tripped New 
Orleans, 101-93; Orlando ripped 
Charlotte, 108-92; Cleveland clipped 
Milwaukee, 96-88; Chicago crushed 
Mamphis, 111-92; Dallas barely sur- 
vived Minnesota, 83-79; Phoenix sur- 
prised San Antonio, 91-86; LA Lakers 
edged LA Clippers, 112-109. 


In Phoenix, Tim Duncan has official- 
ly notified USA Basketball that he will 
not be a part of the US national team. 
that will compete at this year's World 
Championship and the 2008 
Olympics. 

Jerry Colangelo, managing director 
of USA Basketball, said Saturday that 
Duncan's agent, Lon Babby, had called 
with the news earlier this week. Be- 
cause of the call, Colangelo did not 
‘meet with Duncan when the San Anto- 
nio Spurs came to town this weekend. 

‘After the Spurs’ 91-86 loss to the 
Suns on Saturday night, Duncan con- 
firmed his feelings on playing for the 
US team. 

“Thave no interest in that,” he said. 


Warning: 
gerous to your health. 


Colangelo, chosen to form a team to 
bring the US back to world prominence 
in the sport, is requiring players to make 
a three-year commitment. The commit- 
ment includes a training camp in July, 
probably to be held in Las Vegas, as well 
as exhibition games in China and South 
Korea leading up to the worlds in Japan 
їп August. There will also be another 
training camp next year. 

Colangelo said he has met with 15 to 
18 players, and Duncan was the first to 
say he would not take part. Duncan was 
part of the US team that won the bronze 
‘medal at the 2004 Olympics. AP 

NBA on TV: Denver vs Houston, 930 pm. So- 
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lor Sports (repiay Spm); Miami vs Poriand, 730 DALLAS forward Dirk Nowitzki (41) literally gets a taste of the Minnesota defense courtesy 
of Mark Madsen, who fouls the German superstar in the fourth quarter. А 


pm, RNS 


njoy 
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Valencia 
downs 
Tribu 5 


VALENCA ОТҮ 
Host Valencia Golden 

Harvest ішпей back 
former champion Три 

Sugbu, 70-67, Saturday 
to gain the top semifinal 
spot in the Sth Day 
Chamer Open Invita- 
tional basketball tou- 

»ament here. 

Mayor Jose Galario 

Jr's Valencia cagers 
ınloaded a 25-9 bomb 
n the payoff period to 
al the Tribesmen 
their first loss in the 
tourney serving as the 
second leg of the Na- 
ше Spring: NBC pre- 
season series. 
Inthe other game of 
the series backed by 
Sulpicio, Spring, 
Molten and Prime 
Channel, Gov. Manny 
Pinols North Cotabato 
Braves nipped the 
Aqua — World-backed 
Pagadian Explorers, 
73-69. 

‘Semifinal games 
pitting the Tribesmen 
of Lito Gillamac anc 
Mario King against th 
Braves and Valencia 
against Pagadian were 
being played at 
presstime yesterday. 

The Scores: 

First Game 

VALENCIA 70—Navales 
13, Ayson 13, Numeran 12, 
Спо 8, Тайра В, Cesar 5, 
Berni 3, Сай 3, Cael 3 
Braga 2, Catz 0, Adams 0, 
Romaguera 0 

TRIBU 67—canget 15, 
Атайп 10, Ducay 10, BU- 
cao 9, Niotao B, Ursa 5. Calo 
4, Sevila 2, Yabut 2, Buel 2, 
Luga 0, Mercado 0 

Quarters: 16-19, 33-36, 
4562 1087 

Second Game 

NORTH COTABATO 
73—Coronado 18, Ramos 
15, Car 11, Mariaz 8, 
Reyes 6, Ligue 4, Del Norte 2, 
Dagatan 2, Binas 2, Gudes 2, 
Заново, Cabanog 1, Sansa 
0 


PAGADIAN 60—082 16, 
Собот 8, sro 8, Marata 7, 
Naron 7, Cortez 7, Salodsod 
4, Omanadan 4, Sinco 4, 
Оза 2, Singidas 2, Pama- 
an0 

Quarters: 19-18, 32-38, 
57-50, 73-68 


South hoop 


tilt slated 
THE BASKETBALL AS- 
sociation of the Pilp- 
pines (BAP) Region IV 
wil be staging the rd 
Souther Tagalog St 
dents Basketball Cham- 
pionship on Jan. 22 to 
28, 2006 at the Siniloan 
Gym in Siniloan, Lagu- 
na. Held in cooperation 
wih Siniloan Mayor 
Hon. Gullermo de Leon 
Asero, ВАР regional di- 
rector Johnny fam, re- 
gional commissioner 
Ding Andres, BAP 
provincia director 01 
Tolentino and BAP А-У 
general secretary An- 
drew Ayson, tne event 
wil serve as a qualifier 
forth 60th Майота! 
Students Basketball 
Championships in 
February in Naga City, 
Camarines Sur. 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 
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Zobel 
stars as 
Blues rip 
Blacks 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


INIGO ZOBEL PULLED OFF A TERRIF- 
ic 10-goal spree as the Blues over- 
whelmed the Blacks, 17-11, yester- 
day in the Past Presidents’ Cup, the 
maiden competition of the 2006 polo 
season at the Enrique Zobel Field of 
the Manila Polo Club in Forbes Park. 
Zobel, who was later adjudged Most 
Valuable Player, shot three quick goals 


in the third chukker and strung up an- 
other three straight points in the next 
period of the six-chukker high goal 
match. 

Backstopping the virtually unstop- 
pable Zobel was Tonio Veloso, who 
chalked up four goals. 

Seasoned player Wesley Pitcock 
spearheaded the Blacks’ campaign with 
six goals, including a string of three in 
the final chukker. 


' Little moves 
mean a lot. 


Small. Smart. Chic. 


Earlier, Jose Constantino scored in 
sudden-death to lead the Greens over 
the Blues, 7-6, in the low goal match. 

Constantino, the Greens’ team skip- 
per, actually scored five times in the 
four-chukker competition. 

Jake Zobel and Rosanna Yulo con- 
tributed one goal each for the Greens. 

Blues captain Hiro Suzuki single- 
handedly carried his crew, scoring five 
of their goals. 


A mere glance. A tiny gesture. Small actions lead to big impressions. 


Like the chic slide design of the compact Nokia 6111 that holds a 


Megapixel Camera with integrated flash, digital zoom and landscape 


mode. It also offers features like Bluetooth Wireless Technology, 


Integrated Music Player and FM Stet 


the size of a credit card. Think small, live big. 


www.nokia.com.ph 
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Longshot spills 
No.4 Baldonado 


UNSEEDED Andrew Cooney upset no. 4 seed 
 Johnwiil Baldonado, 6-3, 6-4, yesterday to 
reach the 18-under quarterfinals of the 17th 
Andrada Cup at the Rizal Memorial Tennis. 
Center. Cooney wil meet No. 5 Jose Lorenzo 
Opulencia, 6-2, 6-3 winner over Joandel Fer- 
nandez, in one of next Fridays last-8 pairings. 
In other matches, Russell Arcilla Jr. downed 
Nell Aldrin Егор. 6-3, 6-2; No. 2 Leyan Mon- 
cera routed Mikoff Manduriao, 6-1, 6-2; No. 3 
Romel Openiano blasted Richard Boticario, 6- 
0, 6-0; and Martin Ramos topped Julian Lag- 
man, 6-1, 62. In the boys 16-under play, un- 
ranked Homer Paulo Perez ousted No. 5 Ray- 
mund Райдос, 6-4, 7-5, to advance against 
Marlo Espedido, who prevailed over Justin 
Echague. Other winners were top seed El San- 
to Santos over Raymare Santiago, 6-0, 6-0; 
Mark Ваке over Val Aaron Taguinin, 6-0, 
Vincent Atienza over Edwin Olivarez Jr, 7-6, 

5; and Juan Fidel Regis over Nino Manguiat, 6- 
0,6-0. The boys’ 14-under quarterfinalists are 
Mark Cruz, Akio Sy, Kyle Cordero, Roman Fio- 
reza, Joseph Baldonado, Juan Gabriel Pena, 
John Aliche and Roman Lepoutre. 
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Available at all Nokia Stores and selected Nokia Dealers. 
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A tieup worthy 
of praise 


‘THE BEST EXAMPLE, 
of private support to 
а worthy sports un- 
denakng is the 
longtime tieup be- 
tween the Philippine 
Sporswriters Asso- 
ciation and Photoki- 

na Marketing Corp, 

distributor of lead 

ing energy drink 
Red Bull 

For more than a 
decade now, the PSA and Photokina have 
joined hands to bring into focus the current 
sports issues and give recognition to out- 
standing athletes and officials, including 
business firms with hearts of gold through 
the weekly Sports Forum and the annual 
PSA Awards Night. 

On Saturday night, Jan. 14, the victori- 
ous Team Philippines of the recent 23rd 
Southeast Asian Games will be honored as 
‘athlete of the Year 2005" during simple 
awarding ceremonies at the Manila Pavil 
ion. POC president Jose “Peping” Cojuangco 
will be the guest of honor and speaker. 

This long partnership started in 1994 
when I was the PSA president. Through our 
friend and kumpadre Nic Jorge of Milo 
BEST fame, veteran newsman Gus Villani 
va, whois now top gun at the Journal pul 
cations and I, were introduced to the soft- 
spoken George Chua, the Photokina EVP 
The partnership has prospered mainly be- 
cause of mutual respect and honesty. 

In the past, the PSA had difficulty raising 
funds to host the annual Awards Night and 
the weekly Sports Forum, but Photokina 
came to the rescue by shouldering the major 
expenses. As lead sponsor, Photokina pays 
for the dinner, trophies and part of the tele- 
vision sponsorship. In 1996, the PSA even 
revived the Fiesta Fistiana, a charity card for 
destitute and disabled Filipino boxers, and 
raised close to РІ milion. Incidentally, all 
the proceeds (up to the last centavo) were 
submitted to an audit by the prestigious ac- 
counting firm Sycip, Gorres and Velayo. 

‘The Red Bull team owner has a special 
place in our hearts for being sincere, fair and 
thoroughly straightforward, 


NO NEED TO IMPORT FIGHTING 
COCKS. There is no need to buy from 
abroad fighting cocks that cost a minimum 
‘of $500 per head because these cocks are по 
longera guarantee that they wil win in big 
derbies here. Local crossbreeds have been 
performing’ better than these imported 
cocks, as proven by Rey Briones, an es- 
teemed colleague in the defunct Evening 
Post and now Remate executive. 

Fielding his signature bloodlines—the lo- 
callybred Spartan's Fire and Spartans 
Blood—Briones emerged double champion 
in the recent "Pamaskong Salpukan” 6-Cock 
Derby at the Makati Coliseum. 

"My fighting cocks are not for sale,” 
Briones told this writer recently. “I am only 
in cockfighting because my passion is breed- 
ing champion gamefowl.” He started breed- 
ing fighting cocks in 2003 with only 80 
heads in his modest farm in Bacolod City. 
"Today, he has about 2,000 cocks, 1,000 of 
which are ready to fight. 

"When he first made his presence felt in 
the Philippine cockfighting scene by win- 
ning the World Slasher Cup in 2003, 
Briones fielded only locally-bred cocks. 

While on the subject of imported fighting. 
cocks, how true is the report thata shipment 
of 350 three-year-old cocks from the United 
States arrived recently through a certain Mr. 
‘Tan? 1 gathered that some very influential 
cockers will be fielding these imported 
cocks in several international derbies. Did 
they pay the taxes for such importation? 


The best hair transplants 
are meant to be unnoticed!! 
BEFORE AFTER 


GET BACK YOUR HAIR-THE PERMANENT WAY 


Latest technique in hair restoration surgery to give. 

үрер shone tatoos rau een your 
arber will not be able to tells a transplant, 

* Multi-unit grafts 

+ Multi-inear hairline grafts 

* Dense packing up to 3,000 grafts In 1 sesion 

* Follicular unit transplant 

= Trichophytie closure 

= Airfare reimbursement plan 

Ош goal is to achieve the most natural looking hair 

transplants in ONE session. Call now] 


A. Pineda Medical Clinic 
ойо 612 Medical Towers Manati, Rutino Stroot 
Vost Wago. Mahai Qu 


MANILA 8130691 = DAVAO 2212682 


Ww pinodohalr com. 


t t itr rnit 


MONDAY, JANUARY 9,2006 PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER е7 аа 


UTS ~~ 


[is 09 


pr. entertainment GDinqulrercom.ph 


heers and jeer 


Smiles for photo-ops during the MMFF 
| || awards give way to protests right after 


n" 


PRESENTERS Rufa By Marinel R. Cruz and Nini Valera Pl-million each to the producers of all the en- 
Mae Quinto and Ara Photos by Rodel Rotoni tries, to encourage them to come up with 
Minaare up-front H к more quality movies. 
about matters at I : GAL MATRIARCH LILY ZsaZsa Padilla insisted that she was the “le- 
hand. soraq. gal winner” of the Best Actress trophy. 
MARK Anthony m Monteverde: who callers ‘Show biz celebrities cheered and jeered the 
Fernandez and mitted she was behind three outcome of this year's filmfest. The awards 
‘Assunta de Ross! of the 10 entries to the just-con- night was held at the Aliw Theater in Pasay 
look every inch the. ý cluded Metro Manila Film Festival, City 
Tinseltown denizens 4 protested when Canary Films "Ku. | Rigar after ве, ecu bores 
са n 1 questioned the soard of jurors for issu- 
низа | ES ни het movies pue ing the previous day a forecast on the most 
NS the awards given out on Friday. likely winners. She, along with Joel Laman. 
President Macapagal-Arroyo handed out gan, who directed Regal Films’ "Blue Moon" 


иии and “Ako Legal Wife," accused the MMFF ju- 
VTE rors of dishonesty. 


ý A livid Lamangan wailed, "Napakadumi ng 
festival na ito!” The following day, he said 
$ during а hastily called Regal press con: "OF 


MUNI Т EXCLUSIVE FOR “4 course Т expected to win! That's why 1 was Г 


CHEERS/A?2 ZSAZSA PADILLA: “Ako ang nagwagi!” 
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prizes Best of all, your band can claim the 
title of the best call center band of the year! 
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Пу. ENTERTAINMENT 
Cheers апа јеегѕ —. ИЯ 


i there [at Aliw]. The selection process [is] full Best Director should go hand in hand with 
Tofloopholes and full of biases.” He added that Best Story Best Screenplay and other major 
he “smelled” politics. awards, Lamangan maintained. He demand- 


MONDAY, JANUARY 9, 2006 
Me à i 


Í ° Lamangan lost to Joey Reyes, who was ей а revamp of the board of jurors whose 
Í named Best Director for “Kutob.” (Lamangan composition, he said, had remained the same 
{ revealed that, during the cocktails held before for at least 25 years. 

the program rites, two jurors told him that he 
Í had won). Just a forecast 


He reiterated that he was against the judg- Ол Jan. 5, the INQuinen published the story, 
ing process, not against Reyes or “Kutob.” The “Top contenders for MMFF awards,” quoting 
MMEF official and juror Wilson Tieng. He pre- RICHARD 


M | А dicted a Best Actor win for Marvin Agustin Gutlerrez, above 


METRO MANILA THEATERS ASSOCIATIO / and Best Director for Joey Reyes (he was left, is Male Star of 
right). He also said “Kutob” star Rica Peralejo the Night. His 
was a "dark horse" for Best Actress. mother would rather 
Tieng told Ingumer Entertainment by hewonfor 

phone on Saturday: “It was just a forecast. 1 “Mulawin.” Right, 

did not reveal the identities of the jurors. 1 Lily Monteverde 

didn’t even say I was among the jurors. 1 Kept accepts Best Picture 

33 that bit of information a secret until the delib- award for “Blue 
eration was over.” Moon.” Her joy 


EASTWOOD, hard for this." cHEERS/A2-5 Would be short-lived. 


НА Xp | CSL Now SHOWING | rom 


—— ERN iiw etu] mcer R- STRICTLY FoR 13 Yeats ОР ace xo ОР. | Pampi II1 
ACTRESS Jodi Sta. Maria is naming her 


MS The First documented cose FRR Lacson II after her hus- 


band and his father, Sen. Panfilo Lacson. 


4 


low curomcuesornannia [lim ST. ANGE 
E 


les Kc Kons ОЕ Demoni is ba In text messages she sent to a friend in ABS- 
ТТИ |3 а oc CENA F моміс Disturbance CBN, Jodi said “Thirdie” weighed in at 7.3 Ibs 
ue [| "PS ue CHRONICLES or nanma İN Europe and was 19.5 inches long when he was born at 


the Cedars-Sinai Medical Center in Los Angeles, 
California last Dec. 23 at 7:46 a.m., West Coast 
time. 

Jodi said she gave birth by normal delivery af- 
tera 15-to 20-minute labor. 

“Pampi was with me all the way” she said, re- 
ferring to her husband. "He cut [the umbilical 
cord] Nini Valera. 
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[- 28777 A LOS ANGELES Lou Rawls, the velvet-voiced 


i singer who started as a church choir boy and 
vew AKO LEGALWIFE | cie Theatres of he New Mil went on to record such classic tunes as “You'll 
xul ден) Never Find Another Love Like Mine,” died Friday 
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< i of cancer. He was 72. 
ЕМА Blue M e Cinema 2000 Waltermart Rawls died at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, 
07609) Мн |. Vade where he was hospitalized last month for treat- 
P Sache Highway o Mayor GL Fernando Street | 22s DON'T GIVE UP ON US ment of lung and brain cancer, said his publicist, 
= ‘io. Naini ИШ [qoe CHRONICLES OF ы Paul Shefrin. His wife, Nina, was at his bedside. 


Cinema 2000 Waltermart Makati | 1 THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA Rawls deep, smooth voice was his trademark, 


and he used it in a variety of genres, “Tve gone 

Waltermart Center, Chino Roces Ave, cor, | 2 0020 KINGKONG | Cinema 2000 Pavilion Mall " the full spectrum, from gospel to blues to jazz t 
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(Mandaluyong) tel. 1266150 e KING KONG. vices by the Department of Trade and Industry 
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ENTENGKABISOTE? | Cinema 2000 Waltermart rental chain was inducted into the Hall of Fame 
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over the weekend. AP 
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NAOMI WATTS JACK BLACK ADRIEN BRODY 


AN EPIC ADVENTURE CLASSIC FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY! ‘a= I NOW SHOWING NATIONWIDE 


ha ca Pan ore 


Mu GATPUNO ANTONIO: VILLEGAS 
BEST PICTURE tay i CUETURAL AWARD 
Blue Moon REE 


3 Canary Films 

Regal Entertainment Inc. | 
SBEEEOND BEST PICTURE 
Exodus 
Imus Productions 


HIRD BEST PICTURE 
Kutob 
Canary Films 


BEST DIRECTOR 
Jose Javier Reyes 
Kutob 


BEST SCREENPLAY 
Alan Tijamo 
‚ Blue Moon 


BEST CINEMATOGRAPHY 
Exodus 


BEST ORIGINAL STORY 
Alan Tijamo 

Blue Moon 

BEST EDITOR 


Vito Cajili 
Kutob 


31ST METRO MANILA 
FILM FESTIVAL 
WINNERS 


WE CELEBRATE YOU. 


KODAK IS PROUD TO- SALUTE YOUR ACHIEVEMENT. 
Thank-you for sharing your vision and showing us 
all that film can be. 


Kodak 
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MARVIN AGUSTII ZSA-ZSA PADILLA 1. BLUE MOON ^ JOSE JAVIER REYES 
KUTOB ‘AKO LEGAL WIFE GOOD HARVEST PRODUCTION KUTOB 
2. EXODUS n 
IMUS PRODUCTIONS 
3. КОТОВ 
CANARY FILMS 


BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR BEST CHILD PERFORMER 


CHERRIE PIE PICACHE JOSE MANALO PAUL SALAS. 
AKO LEGAL WIFE ENTENG KABISOTE SHAKE, RATTLE & ROLL. 


BEST EDITOR BEST SOUND RECORDING 
VITO САЛИ DITOY AGUILA BEST VISUAL EFFECTS 
or DRAR IGNITE MEDIA, INC. 
BEST MUSICAL SCORE BEST MAKE-UP ARTIST me 
JAIME FABREGAS, BIBOY LUCER 
kuron 


"E BEST CINEMATOGRAPHY 


BEST ORIGINAL THEME SONG BEST PRODUCTION DESIGN ULE вира 
KASALANAN NGA BA RICHARD SOMES жоя. 
китов EXODUS 


BEST ORIGINALSTORY GATPUNO ANTONIO J. VILLEGAS CULTURAL AWARD BEST SCREENPLAY 


ALLAN TIJAMO котов ALLAN TUAMO 
BLUE MOON ‘CANARY FILMS. BLUE MOON 
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Cheers and jeers 


From page A2-2 llacad said he was willing to re- 
turn the trophy. “They can take it 
In a press statement, Mon- back,” he told Inquirer Entertain- 
teverde demanded an explana- ment during a phone interview 
tion, “from this juror on com- on Saturday. “I did not solicit the 
ments he made to the press, award. It was just given to us." 
which [seemed] to indicate bias “Walang personalan,” Reyes 
and partiality.” said also on Saturday. “1 don't 
Monteverde is also the produc- have to explain why won.” 
er of the horror trilogy “Shake, But Agustin defended his tro- 
Rattle & Roll 2KS."*Mulawin The phy: “I worked hard for this." 
Movie” is a co-production be- 
tween GMA Network Films апі Annabel's beef 
ма. Beim Mon On the other hand, in an inter- = 
teverde's son, Dondon is one of view on the show biz program 
the co-producers of "Exodus: “Startalk,” Annabel Rano meter Е PRESIDENT Macapagal” no “changes in the system” were cause I was afraid they would not 
Tales from the Enchanted King- of “Mulawin” lead actor Richard та abd ar ° effected soon. let me join the festival." 
dom.” Gutierrez, accused Monteverde of » bes аі Lert oe af “| have been in this business for СМА Films president Annette 
Tieng pointed out: “Iexpressed “manipulating” the results. 7d peuccarsacuecktor. тоге than 40 years,” she said, “and Gozon-Abrogar likewise said she 
my personal opinions, not the ju- “Mulawin” had won nothing, million. 1 have kept this in my heart. But was “disappointed,” even "de- 
rors.” ге of the fact that it was the | now, 1 am going for justice. We are pressed,” when “Mulawin” 
‘Monteverde appeared to be entry rated A (for quality) by i m A under a certain syndicate. Icannot scored а zero. She said she was 
particularly peeved about “Ku- the Cinema Evaluation Board. | ON PS Fernam prove it, but I feel it in my heart eyeing at least three technical 
tob” winning the Gatpuno Anto- Monteverde’s retort: “Annabel ie \ pretty at the podium ^ thar there is some kind of Mafia awards—Best Production Design, 
mio Villegas Cultural Award. is one of the most misunderstood ә [running the movie industry. 1 Best Musical Scoring and Best 
“(The movie] talks about nothing persons around. forgive her." couldn't voice this out [earlier] be- CHEERS/A2-8 
but murder and cruelty” she ^ The Regal matriarch said she ў 
lamented. “Риго lang patayan.” would stop joining the film fest if 
Canary Films producer Orly 
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Combustible cast for US 
*Celebrity Big Brother' challenge 


EVEN AS THE LOCAI 
of "Pinoy Big Brother" 


ELEBRITY EDITION 
ill being finalized, 


we hear that the US version, “Celebrity Big M IEWFINDER 


Brother,” has already lined up some very in- 
teresting “housemates.” 

Reportedly set to join the US celebrity chal- 
lenge are the popular likes of Macaulay 
Culkin, Anna Nicole Smith and Dennis Rod- 
man, 

"This (partial) lineup of such “combustible” 
personalities serves notice that the US show 


should turn out to be a verbal and visual roller- Nestor U. Torre 
coaster ride. Will the celebrity cast of the local — — — — — — 


version, which is scheduled to be launched 
next month, be as colorful? 


"Brokeback Mountain" 
CURRENTLY, the talk of show biz town is Ang. 


Tee's latest fim, "Brokeback Mountains DENNİS 


which dramatizes the unique love story of two 


cowboys, played by Heath Ledger and Jake ROdman, 


Gyllenhaal. 


The fact that such “macho” stars are playing Macaulay 
Culkin and 
Some been teris mean бие АПА 
Nicole 
bashers to take a second, less judgmental look Smith 


the movie's two lead roles makes the produc- 
tion even more noteworthy. 

Especially significant is the film's unexpect- 
edly good showing in mainstream theaters. 


traditional anti-gay bias in the States has dissi- 
pated substantially 
It is hoped that the film will persuade gay- 


atsame-sex love. 


Now that "Brokeback Mountain” ваз be- under one 


come such a cinematic star and cause celebre, 
the film's local distributor would do well to ad- 


vance its playdate here, to take full advantage roof 
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ofits current headline-making cachet. 


Feedback 

FROM JENNY C. Ramas of Quezon City: "Your 
column on colonial mentality is а timely re- 
minder that we continue to be held hostage by 
ош foreign colonizers. They made us believe 
that we aren't as good as they are, a psychologi- 
cal burden that we continue to bear today. 

“We should be aware of this, and conscious- 
ly counteract it by buying Filipino goods and 
supporting local productions, instead. 

“But our producers should also do their 
share by improving the quality of their movies, 
ТУ shows and albums. To solve such a big 
problem, only a concerted effort will succeed.” 


The lion is king 

“KING Lion” has reasserted his supremacy by 
narrowly edging "King Kong” out of last holi- 
day weekend's top slot at the US box office. 

‘The victory of “The Chronicles of Narnia,” in 
which the lion Aslan figures prominently, end- 
ed "King Kongs" two-week reign at the North 
American movie tills. 

Not to worry, though, the latest "Kong" flick 
has made $400M to date, and should end up 
as one of the biggest hits of 2005-2006. 

As for “Narnia,” it has grossed $250M, and 
the end is definitely not yet in sight. It's entire- 
ly possible that both films could peak around 
the $600M level, providing a much-needed 
boost for the US movie industry's declining 
earnings. 


Diluted storytelling 

IN A TALK with some TV people recently, we 
wondered why a new telenovela wasn’t able to 
match the top ratings of the competition. Were 
viewers tired of its legendary central charac- 
ter? Didn't they warm up to the series’ cast of 
stars? 

The TV people's answers were both unex- 
pected and instructive: They confided that the 
show was doing well enough at the start—but, 
in a cost-cutting move, its production team 
was instructed to stretch thre episodes out in- 
tofive. 

‘This distended the series’ pace and story- 
telling verve, and some viewers soon lost inter- 
est. 

There's a lesson to be learned here: the TV 
version of “penny-wise, pound-foolish” and 
“don't throw the baby out with the bathwa- 
ter'—or, more properly, “don't drown the baby 
by pouring in too much bathwater"! 


Mr and Ms magazine 

RICHARD Gomez, Lucy Torres-Gomez and 
their daughter Julianna grace the cover of the. 
January issue of Mr. and Ms magazine. The 
couple share their insights on how to make a 
relationship work, and how to keep fit. 

Other articles in the health and fitness issue. 
are on acupuncture, vegetarianism, the 
health benefits of coconut oil, yoga, sensual 
massage, prenatal massage, eating disorders, 
negative spirits, past lives, relationships in a 
technological world, Tingting Cojuangco's tal- 
isman, and tips to bring good luck this year! 


Champions 
League of 3 


By Nini Valera 


VINO BELLO WAS ELIMINATED FROM 
"Search for the Star in a Million, Season 2," 
leaving contestants Tata Villaruel, Jimmy 
Marquez and Kris Cadevida in the Champi- 
ons League of 3. 

‘The 21-year-old third year college student 
of the Adamson University told INQUIRER En- 
tertainment after the live taping of the talent 
search on Friday that he was disappointed to 
lose this late in the game. The ABS-CBN talent 
show aired last night. 

Vino acknowledged that the last three fi- 
nalists were far more seasoned singers than 
he was. “Im a late bloomer,” he said. "I found 
out 1 could sing when I was already in high 
school. 1am happy for them—they deserve to 
stay in the competition because theyre ай 
very good.” 

Vino is planning to go back to school after a 
six-month leave of absence. 

But Vino does not leave the competition 
empty-handed; he has signed a record deal 
with Viva Records. 

Next week Tata, the ER nurse in St. Paul 
Hospital in Iloilo faces off with Fil-Am R&B 
stylist Kris and band singer Jimmy Marquez in. 
the championship. 

Shortly after the finals round, Kris told In- 
qunek Entertainment that he expected to be 
this year's Star in a Million. "My edge is that. 
Tm different—I sound different and look dif- 
ferent. My attitude is also different.” 

Kris, who confessed that he was a balladeer by 
heart, always wears a hat. "T have so many hats, 1 
can't count them anymore," he said. Before һе 
joined the talent search, Kris worked as a barista 
in a Starbucks franchise in Los Angeles, Califor- 
nia, and then as a personal trainer, singer-song- 
writer and record producer. 

Singer Jay-R, a schoolmate in St. Gene- 
vieve High School in the US, convinced Kris to 
come to Manila. In fact, Kris has been staying 
with Jay-R since he arrived last year. 

“Its his house, and I pay what I can," Kris 
said, ‘Jay-R knows that I'm not yet making 
enough money, But he also assured me that | 
would make it here [as a singer]. He also said 
the two of us might end up pitted against one. 
another" 
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v E. "But we respect the decision of the jurors," 


WANA DISNEY PICTURES we WALDEN] BE she said. “An award is not a matter of right but 
a ткөн of privilege. ‘Yun nga lang, feeling namin, su- 
bd per underprivileged kami.” 


President Arroyo was the guest of honor at 
Friday's event, Wearing a black sleeveless 
dress and high-heeled shoes, she arrived 9:45 
pm. at Aliw Theater and was ushered in by 
Bayani Fernando, Metro Manila Development 
Authority chief and over-all MMFF chair, and 
Sen. Ramon “Bong” Revilla, star of "Exodus." 

The President left shortly after handing out 
the producers’ checks. In 2003, she gave P50 
million to the MMEF as incentive; last yeas, 
P10 million. 

4 — * 
Legal winner PRODUCTION 

“Ako legal winner!” announced Best Ac- number introduces 
tress winner ZsaZsa Padilla as she accepted “shake, Rattle & 
her Best Actress award, With her onstage WaS ро,» At center is 
long-time partner, Dolphy. She quipped, “I Jose Manalo, Best 
may not be Comedy Queen [too], but Ihave Supporting Actor for 
the Comedy King with me.” канон 2." 

Reyes did not attend the proceedings. He Е i 
was at Sharon Cuneta's 40th birthday bash 
[at the PhilSports Arena in Pasig City), for 
Ui eh he wee the creative manager ido gia o ЦАША, 
like awards shows because I hate dressing Winsome ше. 
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Local firms among most optimistic for '06 
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Stocks seen to rise 


ANALYSTS remain bullish on stocks this 
‘week due mainly to the strong peso and low 
Interest rates. 

"Other positive factors are the local cur- 
rency's strength, interest rates dropping, ой 
prices flat, the possibility that the Federal 
Reserve will end its rate hikes, corporate. 
profitability and strong balance sheets,” AB 
Capital said in its report. 
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Global survey ranks RP 5th in level of business confidence 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THIS NEW YEAR HAS TAKEN 
off with a dramatic upturn in 
business confidence in the 
Philippines from the cautious 
mood indicated at the start of 
2005, an international survey 
showed. 

The Grant Thornton International 
Business Owners Survey (Ibos) for 
2006, which covered more than 7,000 
medium-sized businesses across the 
globe, even ranked the Philippines 5th 


highest among 30 major world 
economies in terms of optimism on the 


economy over the next 12 months. 

The survey indicated that the bal- 
ance between optimistic and pes- 
simistic responses for this year tilted 
heavily to the favorable at +71 percent 
from +50 percent at the onset of 2005. 

The outlook on the Philippines was 
thus among the rosiest out of 30 coun- 
tries included in the Ibos, next to India 
with a +93 favorable rating, Ireland 
(484), South Africa (+80) and main- 
land China (+77) 

‘The figures represent the percentage 
balance of the respondents who were 
optimistic and those who were pes- 
simistic when the Ibos was conducted 
in November. 

The favorable rating on the Philip- 
pines for the new year was even higher 


than the outlook for Asian neighbors 
Singapore (+64), Hong Kong (+61), 
Malaysia (+36) and Thailand (49). 

Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas Gover- 
nor Amando Tetangco Jr. said the more 
upbeat business sentiment in the Philip- 
pines was largely due to significant 
strides in the governments fiscal re- 
forms, which were now attracting more 
foreign investments and resulting in the. 
peso's sharp appreciation against the 
dollar. 

Last week, global investors snapped 
up the government's new global bond 
offerings worth $2 billion, with the huge 
demand forcing a lowering of yields. 

Elsewhere in the world, the survey 
showed a shift in optimism away from 
the robust performers of recent years 


Merrill Lynch expects credit upgrade 


By Michelle V. Remo 


INVESTMENT BANK MERRILL LYNCH 
has expressed optimism that the Philip- 
pine government will be able to sub- 
stantially trim down its budget deficit 
to only P110 billion this year, noting 
that the credit outlook on the country 
might finally be upgraded. 

The projected deficit will mean that 


the budget gap would go down below 2 
percent of gross domestic product 
(GDP) from 3.9 percent in 2004 and the 
expected 2.9 percent in 2005. 

Merrill Lynch said a substantial boost 
to revenue-collection efforts would be 
the scheduled increase in the value- 
added tax (VAT) rate from 10 to 12 per- 
cent starting Feb. 1. The tax measure 
‘would yield about P77 billion in addi- 


tional revenues a year for the govern- 
ment, the bank noted. 

“After the February VAT rate increase, 
we expect the rating agencies to restore 
the rating outlook back to neutral,” the 
bank said in its assessment of the Philip- 
pine economy. 

Major credit rating agencies Standard 
& Poor's, Moody's Investors Service, and 
Fitch Ratings gave a negative outlook on 


such as the United States and United: 
Kingdom while there was a major rise 
in optimism in the powerhouses of the 
1960s-80s, Japan and Germany. 

"The confidence of business owners in. 
the US on the economy dropped by near- 
ly half from an optimism/pessimism bal- 
ance of +62 last year to +32 this year 
and in the UK, from +46 to just +8. 

Germany's balance this year surged 
to +41 from +17, -6 and -37 in previ- 
ous years, while Japan, although still 
negative at -14, was seen on the cusp of 
a serious revival in confidence coming 
from the very pessimistic ratings of 27, 
-46 and -71 in previous years. 

Other than Japan, other countries at 
the bottom of the heap that showed 

аосдувз 


this year 


the Philippines last year, casting doubt 
on the government's ability to put its fis- 
cal house in order due to delays in the 
implementation of the VAT Reform Law, 
considered the centerpiece of the Arroyo 

administration's fiscal reform agenda. 
The new VAT law was finally imple- 
mented on Nov. 1 last year, after four 
months of delay, after the Supreme 
MERRILL LYNCH/BS 


business registration. is on 


need to register again). 


Busy entrepreneurs and business owners can once again 
enjoy the convenience of paying their annual business 
registration fees without the time-consuming process of 
standing in line for filing and payments. Renewing business 
registration is as simple as sending a text message 

that takes no less than a few seconds with the 

secure service of Globe G-Cash, the country's 

first cashless and cardless integrated mobile 

payments platform. This innovative m- 

commerce service is available to all Globe and 

ТМ subscribers. BIR deadline for renewal of 


To renew business registration fees via PAYBIR using 
G-Cash, follow these simple steps: 


1. Register to G-Cash (previously registered users do not 


2. Convert cash to G-Cash (you only need P500 for each 
business registration renewal). You can exchange your 
cash for G-Cash at any Globe Business Center, accredited 
G-Cash Palitan Stations or through your BancNet ATM. 


January 31, 2006. 


Revenue District Office Code is a 3-digit number starting from 000 to 123 
which represents the Revenue District Office where your company Is 
registered. 


Once the transaction is completed, you will receive a 
confirmation message and corresponding trace number 
confirming your payment. This will also be the 
corresponding BIR trace number. 


4. Print out BIR Payment Form 
0605 two days after the 


mobile transaction. Access 


this by logging on to 
http://www.bir.gov.ph and 
clicking on the PAYBIR link. 
Using your 10-digit mobile 
phone number and the 
transaction's trace number 
or your company's TIN, 
access your payment 


Enjoy hassle-free BIR business 
| registration renewal via 


This year, opt for the most efficient way of renewing business 
registrations with PAYBIR via G-Cash, the mobile microtaxpayment 
service collaboration between Globe G-Cash, the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue (BIR) and Land Bank of the Philippines (LBP). 


Tax Identification Number is the 9-digit number assigned by the BIR to identity 
your company. How to register for G-Cash: 


Taxpayer Branch Code is the last 3 digits of your company's Tax identification 


Number (TIN) ! TEXT “REG «space» MPIN «space» 


«space» «Address» «space? 
«Tel number?" to 2882 


How to convert cash to G-Cash: 


«Mother's Maiden Name» «space» 


«First Name» «space» «Last Name» 


+ Visit any accredited Palitan Station, including 
all Globe Business Centers, Hubs, SM 
Customer Service Counters, and selected 
7-11 branches, Tambunting and Cebuana 
Lhuillier Pawnshops 


= If you have an account with any BancNet- 
member bank, just visit any BANCNET ATM 


4. Select option to do fund transfer to 
Asia United Bank/G-Cash. 


3. Text "PAYBIR «AMOUNT» 
«MPIN» «Tax Identification 
Number» <Тахрауег Branch Code» 
«Revenue District Office Code» 
«Registered Company Name>" 
and send to 2882. PAYBIR via G- 
Cash accepts payments for both 
corporate and individual taxpayers. 
P1.00 will be charged per transaction. 


records and select which [= 


one you want to print. 2. Key in your 11-digit mobile number 


when asked for the destination account 
number. 


РАУВ 5001234 | 
047888888 888 123 
Globo Telecom 
Ine. 


. For additional inquiries, you 
may call BIR's 24-hour Contact Center at 981-8888. You 
may also call the G-Cash Toll-Free Hotline at 2882 (Globe 


s 3. Once the transaction is completed, 
and TM subscribers only). 


you will receive a text confirmation. 
Regular BancNet IBFT transaction fee 
will apply. 


and send to 28 
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OFW remittances seen setting new record in ‘06 


Gov't preparing package of incentives to encourage use of formal channels 


PG 13 


Who's afraid of the number “13”? 
Certainly not the Securities and Exchange Commission. 


Its looking for 13 lawyers and 13 certified public 
accountants among the country’s *Performers and 
Go-getters who have the skills, passion and integrity to be 
part of the SEC’s continuing efforts to improve our 
corporate and capital market infrastructure. 


The take home pay may not be great, but the *psychic 
income? from being of service to our country is 
immeasurable. 


_ If you have nothing against the number “13” and think 
= you're the person the SEC is looking for, please call 

telephone nos. 725-3072, 725-0714, 0917-8947015, or 
send an e-mail to «mplim G'sec.gov.ph» 
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By Doris C. Dumlao 


REMITTANCES FROM OVERSEAS FILIPINO 
workers coursed through banks could surge 
toa new high of $11.8 billion this new year, or 
10 percent higher than the estimated inflow 
of $10.7 billion in 2005, said the Bangko Sen- 
tral ng Pilipinas. 

Including inflows coursed through infor- 
mal channels or those unlicensed and unregu- 
lated, OFW remittances for this year may hit 
$13.5 billion, which is likewise higher than 
the projected level of $12.3 billion last year. 

BSP Deputy Governor Diwa Guinigundo said 
this forecast, which was an upgrade from the in- 
stitutions’ previous assessment in October, was 
made in the course of the continuing review of 
the country’s external payment position. 

‘The BSP projected in October that remit- 
tances coursed through banks would reach 
$11.3 billion this year. 

Guinigundo added the BSP was now brain- 
storming on incentives that could be offered 
to OFWs to encourage them to send their re- 
mittances through banks. 

Guinigundo said that under an executive or- 
der issued by Malacafiang last year, the BSP 
was spearheading a task force on bank-related 


initiatives to encourage OFWs to use the for- 
mal banking channels. The initiatives were fo- 
cused on payment and settlement systems, fi- 
nancial savings and investments, international 
relations and advocacy campaign, he noted. 

Inquirer sources said the BSP might even 
introduce a lottery system to encourage OFW 
flows through the banking system. 

Based on a study on the Mexican experi- 
ence, remittances held as deposits in the 
banking system have a beneficial multiplier 
effect of between two to three times as these 
could be channeled to investments including 
small and microbusinesses. 

A study by the Asian Development Bank re- 
cently estimated that about 38 percent of the. 
recipients of remittances in the Philippines 
preferred the informal system, primarily due 
to lower transaction costs. 

In the meantime, Guinigundo said other 
government agencies were handling other 
jnitiatives to encourage remittances through 
the formal channel. 

‘About eight million Filipinos are working 
abroad, of which three million are permanent 
residents in their host countries. 

'OFW remittances now account for about 
105 percent of gross domestic product. 


P10B earmarked for SM 
Group projects this year 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


THE SM GROUP OF MALL TYCOON HENRY SY 
Sc. will invest about P10 billion this year in big 
ticket projects, including its largest mall in the 
Manila Bay area and a 10-story building that 
will cater to the thriving business processing 
and outsourcing (BPO) industry, SM Invest- 
ments Corp. chief financial officer Jose Sio said. 

‘The SM Group consists of mall operator SM 
Prime Holdings, Shoemart Inc. and the Sy 
family's property development subsidiaries. 

SM Prime, which is launching its most am- 
bitious project so far called ‘The Mall of Asia,’ 
is expected to receive the bulk of the invest- 
ment budget. 

SM Prime is spending P4 billion to PS bil- 
lion this year to put up new malls in Batangas 
(Lipa City), Bacolod , Sta. Rosa and Subic. 

The SM Group is also investing P3 billion in 
a central business park near its Mall of Asia 
project that will house a 10-story call center 


worth approximately P1.5 billion, among oth- 
ers 

The call center headquarter is expected to 
be completed in the first half of 2007. It aims 
to lure foreign companies that have been 
looking at the country for their expansion. 

“The rental rates will be lower than the 
Makati rates,” Sio said. 

The Philippine call center unit of Dell Inc., 
the world’s biggest manufacturer of personal 
computers, will be in the Mall of Asia com- 
plex. Dell will initially lease 13,000 square 
meters, but itis not clear ifthe computer giant 
would locate to the new call center building, 
which will have a total floor area of 100,000 
square meters. 

Dell's Philippine call center, its second in 
Asia, will handle calls from the companys 
customers in the United States and will hire 
700 people. This may help boost customer 
traffic in the Mall of Asia, the most ambitious 
project of SM Prime Holdings. 


IFC to extend more loans to RP 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


WORLD BANK PRIVATE SECTOR ARM INTER- 
national Finance Corp. (IFC) is extending more 
loans to the Philippines in 2006 worth $125 
million, country manager Vipul Bhagat said. 
Bhagat late Friday told reporters that the 2006 
loans would be an increase from the previous 
year’s commitments worth at least $103 million. 
TFC is looking at boosting funding for hous- 
ing, rural electrification, infrastructure and 
the banking and financial sectors, he added. 
ТЕС ао hopes to provide $50 million to the 
proponents of the South Luzon Expressway 
upgrade, Bhagat said. 
Toll operator Philippine National Construc- 


tion Corp. (PNCC) and its joint venture part- 
ner, MTD Manila Expressway Corp., was sup- 
posed to start pre-construction activities for 
the rehabilitation, expansion and extension 
ofthe South Luzon Expressway. 

In the housing sector, IFC last year agreed 
to provide a $41-million (P2.25 billion) loan 
to Filinvest Land Inc., IFC's largest local cur- 
rency financing to date. The World Bank unit 
hopes the loan will address the acute shortage 
in housing, and increase mortgage financing 
for lower and middle income buyers. 

In the banking sector, IFC is looking at pro- 
viding equity support for the proposed merg- 
er of Banco de Oro Universal Bank and Equi- 
table PCI Bank. 
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Tessie's gambit 


SM HEIRESS TERESITA SY HAS AGAIN 
thrown a New Year surprise that has shaken 
the male-dominated banking industry out of 
its holiday hangover. 

Both Equitable PCIBank chair Ferdinand 
Martin Romualdez and vice chair Winston Gar- 
cia, ће GSIS president, were absent in Friday's 
executive committee meeting when the Sys 
Banco de Oro merger proposal was tabled. 


COCKTALES 


Victor C. Agustin 


lawyer privately expressing his position in 
more passionate and colorful terms. 

‘The Sy family already controls about 34 per- 
cent of Equitable PCIBank, and it is not clear 
how the GSIS, which has about l4-percent 
stake, and Romualdez, with the family’s 8 per- 
cent, could block the putative merger, given 
that the Social Security System, which owns 29 
percent, has a standing agreement—although 


Stocks seen to rise ... 


From page BI 

Last week, the main index rose 
by 37.75 points or 1.8 percent. 

BPI Trade, meanwhile, said the 
market was banking on higher eam- 
{ngs in the fourth quarter of 2005 

Tt also cheered the hike in the 


МАТ to 12 percent, the drop in the 
benchmark 91-day Treasury bill 
interest rates to below 5 percent 
and the international market's 
appetite for the governments 
$2.1-billion bond offer. Elizabeth 
1. Sanches 


Romualdez was scheduled to arrive yester- 
day from the United States, but, according to 
the grapevine, he and Garcia had already indi- 
cated their disapproval ofthe BDO proposal. 


The feisty Garcia had already been heard 
telling close associates that the merger terms 
would be “disadvantageous” to the Govern- 
ment Service Insurance System, with the 


questioned before the courts—to dispose of 

their shareholdings to the Sy group. 
Should the SSS vote along with the BDO pro- 
‘COCKTALES/ BS 


Seek 


Local ... 


From pageB! 


pessimistic overshad 
owing optimistic re- 
sponses were Italy (- 
8), Botswana (12) 
and Taiwan (-19). 

Overall, the survey 
showed that busi- 
nesses in 26 out of 30 
countries were opti- 
mistic about their 
economy's perfor- 
mance, and in 13 
countries including 
the Philippines, sen- 
timent improved 
over last year's. 

Jim Roger of 
Grant Thornton said: 
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The annual Ibos 
conducted by inter- 
national membership. 
organization Grant 
Thornton began in 
2002, building on the 
European Business 
Survey, which it ran 
from 1993 to 2001. 
The research Was 
conducted by Experi- 
an Business Strate- 
gies Ltd. and Harris 
Interactive. 
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1) Promo is open from Nov 15, 2005 ~ Jan 15, 2006 
2) A purchase of qualified server bundles are required lo avail of your 
HP Special Chrisimas gift 


Frio 1063 etn 30s 2 Ced, SEM ув У 
Prt MOOD fron 30м. 08 Cae SU lta ЗС нм 
Pr M150 G2 Yan, ê Code STIS Namey 2x TI be en 
кашам Giles 37, Cod ST Mer & «7208 ul i dhe 
Fete GED Cip Gh ма Cade SIANA ener 4.247201 di 
Plan OLO G4 а Зы Di ад Ка мото TIO ЮСТ he pig ret 
Fi ORO GA x LG, За Coda Verr 2s лса 15K RA dn 
Pis IO GA ors Wê Co, 1 en 227108 IOK hdi 
Pet Зы WA Co 1GB Neer 24 7208 VE pda 
3) To be eligible please етой the following del 
promo.events@stratworks.net 
fa. Special sticker codes found in the boxes of ihe participating 
items, There is a corresponding number of sticker codes 
depending оп bundle purchosed: 
* ML110 bundle — 2 sticker codes 
+ ML150 / ML350 / ML370 / 01380 bundle- 3 sticker 
codes 
b. Invoice number 
c. Invoice date 
d. Name of vendor 
4) Once sent, you shall receive a confirmation email 
5) HP shall validate the sticker codes against the moster list. 2 
6) Once the details are verified, you will be sent a confirmation email + 
‘advising the delivery dale of your special HP Special Christmas gift 
which is one week after confirmatory e-mail. 
7) Your purchases will correspond fo the following HP Special C 
jf: 
9 мало or ML150 bundle : HP 512MB USB flash drive 
b. ML350 G4p bundle : iPod shuffle 512 MB 
c. ML370 or 01380 bundle : HP iPAQ rx1900 series Pocket PC 
8) HP Special Christmas gifts are not convertible to cash. 
9) Only one HP Special Christmas gift shall be given per sicker code 
combination, 
10) Prizes can be redeemed no later than 60 days after end of promo | 
period. 
So what are you waiting fort Gel on HP Proliant server now, ond hove! 
‘yourself o gadget-iled Christmos as well! 
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} By бї C. Cabacungan Jr. 


MALACANANG SHOULD GO AF- 
£ ter mismanaged power and water 
‘utilities and telecommunications 
1сотраліез that pass on their 
t trample to their customers. 

This was recommended by 
Francis Chua, president of the 
"federation of Filipino Chinese 
‘chambers of Commerce, who 
lauded Malacafiangs recent ef- 
forts to champion consumer 
rights. 

. ‘As President, she should pro- 
1 tect consumers against and all in- 
‘efficient, abusive and unreliable 
utilities," Chua said, “The Presi- 
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BUSINESS... 
Go after mismanaged utilities, GMA urged 


Firms laud Malacafiang for championing consumer rights 


dent should be supported for 
championing public interest." 
Chua said his group would back 
Malacafiang’s plan to take over 
Manila Electric Co. or other utili 
ties in the name of public interest. 
‘He explained that since all util- 
ities operate on a franchise grant- 
ed by the government, the gov- 
ernment also has the right to re- 
voke this franchise for misman- 
agement or consumer abuse. 
Malacafiang has confirmed 
that a government takeover of 
Meralco (through the conversion 


of its PA2-billion debt into equity 
in the country’s biggest power 
utility) was one of its options in 
collecting on the penalty on man- 
agement for switching its supply 
requirements to a Lopez-owned 
power producer despite an exist- 
ing 10-year agreement with the 
National Power Corp. 

Meralco's decision to buy pow- 
ег from more expensive power 
plants owned by the Lopez family 
‘was one of the reasons cited for 
the utility firm’s high power 
rates. 


Learning from your mistakes 


“f Meralco can cut its cus- 
tomer’s power connections for 
not paying a month's bill, 1 don't 
see why the government cannot 
enforce its right to collect on 
debts owed by Meralco to Napoc- 
or even if it means taking control 
of the company" added Federa- 
tion of Philippine Industries pres- 
ident Jesus Arranza. 

But businessman Raul T. Con- 
cepcion said it was unnecessary 
for Malacafiang to take over utili- 
ty companies to protect the pub- 
licinterest. 


"The task falls under the ambit 
of regulatory bodies such as the 
Energy Regulatory Commission," 
Concepcion said. 

In the case of Meralco, Concep- 
cion said the ERC should review 
petitions of power generation and 
distribution separately to ensure 
transparency and guide the public 
on the real costs of their power. 

Chua said Malacafiang should 
broaden its new-found consumer 
vigilance to include other utilities 
to show that it was not singling 
out Meralco or its Lopez-con- 


trolled management. 

He said Malacafiang should al- 
so review the operations of other 
power, water and telecommuni- 
cation firms and address any 
complaints by customers held 
captive by these providers. 

Chua said the government 
should live up to its role as an in- 
dependent regulator to ensure 
that the rights of consumers were 
notrun over by giant utility firms. 

“п normal times, we always 
want businesses run by the private 
sector. But this is a special case, and 
we believe the government will 
eventually pass on control back to 
a private entity” Chua said. 


TUSED TO THINK THAT AS I GAINED MATURI- 

ty and experience, I would make fewer mistakes, 
` thought, "Tm going to get beter at this, because. 
made а lot of mistakes in the beginning." 

Т believed that there would come a day 
when I wouldn't make very many mistakes, 
because ГА get better. What I learned was that 
as I gained maturity and experience, 1 would 
‘continue to make mistakes, but 1 would learn 
more quickly from them. 

‘What I found out was that I didn't lower my 

{ “mistake quota", but 1 learned better from my 
"mistakes, and it's because of maturity. Maturi- 
‘ty helps us learn more quickly from our mis- 
? takes and here are the reasons why: 

1. We become more self-confident. 

As we become more self-confident, we're 
willing to admit things that we would not ad- 

‘init if we had lower self-image. 
*...2, We realize that mistakes are not usually 
fatal. 

It was a happy day for me when I realized 
‘that when made a mistake, it was seldom fatal. 

‘After you make a mistake and say, “Oh, lived! 
rivokay.'m going to see another sunrise." 

‘Then all of a sudden you say, "They're not 
as big of a deal as I thought.” 

3. We find that we make the same mistakes 
unless we learn from them. 

Unless 1 learn from a mistake, I usually 
keep doing it over and over again. 

You see, the question is not how many mis- 
takes have you made; the question is how 
many of the same mistakes have you made? If 
always do what I've always done, I'l always 
get what I've always gotten. 

4. We understand that mistakes are un- 
avoidable. 

Look back at your early years, Can you 
think of the times you tried to avoid mistakes? 
You know what Im saying? "Well I'l just be 
a 1 wont make any mistakes here." 

ell, after a while, you just plunge in because 
you know the mistakes are unavoidable. 

5. We see others make mistakes. 

‘Wasn't it wonderful when you saw all the 
people that you admired make mistakes? You 

‘thought, “Oh, good night! Look where they 
‘are, and they blew it!” 
‘The following illustration says a lot about life 
and learning from our mistakes. It comes out of 
а university commencement address many, 
many years ago by Brian Dyce, who at that time 
was the CEO of Coca Cola Enterprises. 

He spoke about the relationship of work to 
one's other commitments, 

“Imagine life is a game in which you are 
Juggling five balls in the air. You can name 
them—work, family, health, friends, and spir- 
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it—and you're keeping all of these in the air 
and you will soon understand that work is a 
rubber ball. If you drop it, itll bounce back; 
but the other four balls—family health, 
friends, and spirit—are made of glass. 

Ifyou drop one of these, they will be irrevo- 
сау scuffed, marked, nicked, damaged, or 
even shattered. They'll never be the same, 
and you must understand that and strive for 
thebalance of your life. 

"How? Don't undermine your worth by 
comparing yourself with others. It is because. 
we are different that each of us is special. Don't 
set your goals by what other people deem im- 
portant. Only you know what is best for you. 

Don’t take for granted the things that are 
closest to your heart. Cling to them as you 
would your life; for without them, life is mean- 
ingless. Don't let your life slip through your fin- 
gers by living in the past or for the future. 

By living your life one day at a time, you live 
all the days of your life. Don't give up when you 
still have something to give. Nothing is really 
over until the moment you stop trying, Don't be 
afraid to admit that you are less than perfect—it 
is this fragile thread that binds us to each other, 

Don't be afraid to encounter risk—it is by 
taking chances that we learn how to be brave. 
Don’t shut love out of your life by saying it’s 
impossible to find—the quickest way to re- 
ceive love is to give, and the fastest way to 
lose love is to hold it too tightly, and the best 
way to keep love is to give it wings. 

Don’t run through life so fast that you forget 
not only where you've been but also where 
you're going. Don't forget that a person's great- 
est emotional need is to feel appreciated. Don't 
be afraid to learn—knowledge is weightless, a 
treasure you can always carry easily. Don't use 
time or words carelessly; neither can be re- 
trieved. Life is nota race buta journey to be sa- 
vored each step of the way. Yesterday is histor 
tomorrow is a mystery, and today is a gil 
That's why we call it the present.” 

(For information on John Maxwell's in- 
house or public leadership or teamwork wor 
shops, please email us at maxwell@inspire.ph 
or call 813-2732/03 and ask for Gina. Text 
MAXWELL ON to 4632 (Smart) to get daily 
‘SMS leadership insights from John Maxwell. 
God bless and Happy New Year!) 


ATTENTION 


PROSPECTIVE BIDDERS OF THE 
MIMOSA LEISURE ESTATE 


This is to serve notice that the Mondragon Group of Companies ("Mondragon") i 
‘asserting its rights as the lawful lessee and developer of the Mimosa Leisure Estate (Es- 
tate") which the Clark Development Corporation ("СОС") is bidding out. In this regard, 
there are numerous cases between Mondragon and CDC pending in the Regional Trial 
Courts, Court of Appeals and Supreme Court. Mondragon Leisure and Resorts Corpora- 
tionis also the owner of improvements and all movables inside the Estate, which were not 
included in the writ of execution issued by the RTC-Angeles City on December 1, 1999. 
However, CDC is including said improvements and movables in the subject bidding. The 
issue of the validity of the writ of execution itself is stil pending resolution in the Supreme 
Court. In another action for the return of the Estate also pending in the Supreme Court, 
Mondragon maintains that the P491 Milion which СОС had received from the Estate from 
December 1999 up to February 28, 2003 alone, is more than enough settlement of the 
P325 Million compromise rental owed by Mondragon under the Compromise Agreement 
dated 28 June 1999 with CDC. Yet, CDC is collecting the said P325 Million from the win- 
ning bidder. Mondragon has also filed a separate action to enforce the said Compromise 
‘Agreement with СОС. The Court of Appeals already ruled that Mondragon has the right to 
pursue such action and CDC's appeal of said ruling s still pending in the Supreme Court. 


Mondragon invested billions of pesos to develop the Mimosa Leisure Estate, which 
‘amount was sourced from about twenty-three (23) banks which have a total exposure of 
about P5.3 Billion п Mondragon. The fact that Mondragon was sourcing funds from these 
banks to develop the Estate was known to and consented by СОС. In this regard, Mon- 
dragon will extend full cooperation and assistance to Its lender banks to make sure that 
they will not be prejudiced by the subject bidding. Mondragon will also exhaust all legal 
means to assert and protect its rights and interests over the Estate against ай parties 


concerned. 


MONDRAGON GROUP OF COMPANIES 


*Good to Great' revisited 


JIM COLLINS GOOD TO GREAT 
(Random House, 2001) has attracted. 
а good deal of attention from practic- 
ing managers. According to one ob- 
server, it has made the author “.. a 
guru to watch over the next decade’ 

Tmust admit that the book has great 
appeal. In addition to its attention- 
grabbing title, it is full of catchy phrases 
and imaginative choices of metaphors. 
Its simple, straightforward expository 
style is made doubly effective by the 
use of eye-catching imagery. 

However, I have not included the 
book in any of my course reading 
lists, nor am 1 about to recommend it 
asa “must read" to any of my friends. 
Ihave a good number of reasons for 
being critical of this work. 


Field procedures 

‘The first thing that caught my at- 
tention about this work is the cava- 
lier manner in which the sample 
firms were chosen. 

‘The study was based on data gen- 
erated from a “study set” consisting of 
11 “great” companies and an equal 
number of merely "good" ones. 

By any standard, this is a ridiculous- 
ly small sample size, and by no stretch 
of the imagination can it serve as em- 
pirical basis for the many sweeping 
conclusions drawn from the study. 

Even more disturbing is the fact 
that the sample firms were selected 
purposively on the basis of certain 
“criteria” rather than by employing 
the usual random procedures. 

Because of this serious procedu- 
ral lapse, the sample firms are far 
from being representative, and the 
observations drawn from them are 
at best hypothetical and merely re- 
flect the author's biases. 


Data analysis 
From what I can discern, Collins’ 


IT'S THE SECOND WEEK OF THE 
New Year. 

For the optimists, the next 350 days 
or so will be something to look forward 
to with hope and confidence. New 
challenges are waiting to be tapped. 

The pessimists have a different mind 
set. This year will be no different, if not 
worse, than the year that just ended. 

In the coming days, the business 
managers will review their compa- 
nies’ performance last year and plan 
for possible problems in an economy 
beset by political bickering. 

No matter what their size, the regis- 
tered businesses have to undergo the 
annual rite of reporting their 2005 op- 
eration to the regulatory agencies. 

All stock and non-stock corporations 
registered with the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission have to submit 
their General Information Sheet (GIS) 
and audited financial statement (AFS) 
within specific periods of time. 

These documents have to be filed 
regardless of whether the business 
raked in profits, broke even or suf- 
fered financial losses. Black ink or red 
ink doesn't matter. The reportorial 
task has to be complied with. 


Information 

The GIS gives a bird's eye view of a 
company’s structure. It contains, 
among others, information about the 
‘ownership, management and capital 
stock of a corporation 

"Through this document (which is 
available to the public), any party that 
does or wants to do business witha cor- 
poration can know more about it, espe- 
cially the people who call the shots 

"The GIS has to be submitted within 
30 days from the date of the annual 
meeting of the corporation, as speci- 
fied in its by-laws. 

То ensure the veracity of its data, 
the rules require the GIS to be certi- 


MAPPING 
THE FUTURE 


By Dr. Niceto 
5. Poblador 


analysis goes something like this: 
“The 11 great organizations exhibit- 
ed certain common characteristics 
that make them different from their 
counterparts in the sample of good 
companies. These properties are es- 
sential conditions for being a great 
organization. By adopting any or all 
of these observed characteristics, any 
organization will enhance its chances 
of going from Good to Great." 

1 find this logic to be terribly 
flawed. Repeated observations of 
joint events do notimply causation. 

For example, to conclude that 
promoting a CEO from within en- 
hances an organization’s chances of 
being great simply because great 
companies were observed о do so is 
aclassicnon sequitur. 


Conceptual framework 

One is struck by the austere sim- 
plicity of the graphic representation 
of Collins’ "Conceptual Frame- 
work.” However, this model grossly 
oversimplifies the complexities of 
organizational dynamics. 

This reductionsist approach per- 
vades the entire volume and is unmis- 
takable in the authors choice of uni- 
dimensional concepts. Due to space 
limitations, I shall limit my brief com- 
 mentaries to only a few of these. 


Level 5 leadership 

‘The book develops the concept of 
“Level 5” Leadership, which Collins 
considers to be among a number of 
distinguishing characteristics of 


Annual ritual 


fied and sworn to by the corporate 
secretary, president or any duly au- 
thorized officer of the company. 

"The postponement of the sched- 
uled annual meeting does not excuse 
submission of the GIS. At least 10 
days before the date of the annual 
meeting, the company has to notify 
the SEC of the deferment. 

In this situation, the time frame for 
the GIS filing is counted from the date 
the annual meeting is finally held. 

If the company has ceased doing 
business, it is nonetheless obliged to 
submit the GIS together with an affi- 
davit informing the SEC when and 
whyit stopped operations. 


Financial data 

With regard to the AFS, corpora- 
tions can submit to the SEC the same 
document they earlier filed with, and 
stamped "received" by, the Bureau of 
Internal Revenue. 

‘The period for fling the AFS de- 
pends on the nature ofthe corporation. 

For corporations that do not have a 
secondary license (or authority to sell 
securities to the public), its 120 days 
from the end of their fiscal year, as 
stated in the by-laws. 

If they issue securities that are reg- 
istered under the Securities Regula- 
tion Code, the period for filing is 105 
days after the end of their fiscal year, 

‘The profile and capitalization of 
the corporation determine the re- 
quired signatories to the AFS. 

"The AFS of non-stock corporations 


great companies. 

Yet, a casual reading of the recent 
history of corporate America shows 
that there are numerous Larry El- 
lisons, Richard Bransons, and Steve 
Jobs, larger-than life leaders of high- 
ly successful organizations who are 
anything but the self-effacing, “aw, 
shucks" type envisioned by Collins. 


Measures of performance 
The book makes the curious sugges- 
tion that to aspire for greatness, good 
companies must focus оп a single 
measure of performance—for exam- 
ple, profit per customer—in order to 
give them a better sense of direction. 
Doing so, however, prevents an 
organization from viewing its oper- 
ations from various perspectives. It 
also prevents them from exploring 
alternative directions for growth. 


The Insider CEO 

Collins argues that CEOs who have 
been promoted from within have bet- 
ter chances of leading their organiza- 
tions to greatness than those who 
have been hired from the outside, 

Tthink that a more acceptable con- 
clusion from the study's limited data 
is that companies that have already 
achieved greamess are more likely to 
promote executives from within. 

"The book has great appeal to har- 
ried managers who yearn for simple 
formulas by which to “solve” the com- 
plex problems that they face. However, 
contrary to what this book promises, 
the brute fact is that there are none! 

(The article reflects the personal 
opinion of the author and does not 
reflect the official stand of the Man- 
agement Association of the Philip- 
pines. The author is an active aca- 
demic and a knowledge management 
consultant, Feedback ш 
mapsec@globenet.com.ph) 


with annual gross receipts of least 
than P100,000 or total assets amount- 
ing to less than P500,000 may be at- 
tested and sworn to by their treasurer. 

"The same signing policy applies to 
stock corporations whose paid-up 
‘capital is less than P50,000. 

If a non-stock or stock corporation 
exceeds the cut-off amounts men- 
tioned, its AFS must be prepared and 
signed by an independent auditor. 


Electronic copy 

‘There is anadditional filing require- 
ment for companies that have annual 
gross sales or revenues of at least P10 
million. 

In addition to hard copies of the 
GIS and AFS, they have to submit 
diskettes that contain certain infor- 
mation about the company using a 
template prepared by the SEC. 

Through computer technology, the 
data from these diskettes can be quick- 
|y transferred to the main data base of 
the SEC and, in the process, facilitate 
the verification of information earlier 
submitted by the companies. 

Like their counterpart, the electron- 
ic version of the GIS and AFS have to 
be accompanied by a certification by 
the corporate secretary - in the case of 
the GIS—and the treasurer—for the 
AFS—that its contents are the same as 
those appearing in the hard copies. 

‘Compliance with the annual reporto- 
rial requirements is not difficult. For 
those who cannot the services of lawyers 
or accountants (or do not want to even if 
they can afford), blank forms of the GIS 
and AFS are available at the SEC offices. 

Or better still, they can access the 
SEC website at 
<hitp://wwwsec.govph> and 
download free of charge the required 
forms. (For comments or questions 
concerning this article, you may write 
to <rpalabrica@inquirer: com. ph.) 
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Domestic liquidity in Nov eases to 11.9% 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


DOMESTIC DEMAND FOR MONEY 
softened last November following the 
series of monetary tightening measures 
undertaken by the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas to ward off inflationary pres- 
sures. 

With the slowdown in the growth of 
domestic liquidity, along with the ap- 
preciation of the peso, the easing of 
global oil prices and tapering of infla- 
tion, the BSP is expected to hold off fur- 
ther monetary tightening action in the 
near future. 

The BSP on Friday reported that the 
growth in domestic liquidity or 


m3—the broadest measure of money, 
which is used to estimate the entire sup- 
ply of money within an econo- 
my-—eased to 11.9 percent in Novem- 
ber from 14 percent in October. 

"The expansion in m3 was in line with 
the BSP's target growth of 13 percent, 
which had been exceeded over the pre- 
vious months. 

M3 includes money in circulation, 
demand deposits, money market funds 
and short-term repurchase agreements, 

On a month-on-month basis, m3 in 
November expanded by almost 1 per- 
vent compared to the 0.2 percent 
growth posted the previous month. 

Wary of excess liquidity that was ag- 


Banana production 
up on rising demand 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


He said that more volume will 


be produced as some farmers 


BANANA GROWERS BASED IN 
Mindanao are expanding produc- 
tion to meet the expected in- 
crease in demand of traditional 
and new markets, including the 
Middle East and China. 

Membercompanies of the 
Pilipino Banana Growers and Ex- 
porters Association said they 
would increase production by at 
least 5-10 percent this year. 

PBGEA is composed of large 
scale companies Dole-Stanfilco 
Philippines, Tagum Agriculture 
Development Co. Inc. (Tadeco) 
and the Lapanday Agriculture 
and Development Corp., Global 
Fruits Corp., as well as small to 
medium scale companies includ- 
ing AMS Farming Corp., Cabad- 
baran Fruits Corp, the Davao 
Fruits Corp., Compostela Planta- 
tion Inc, Nova Vista Manage- 
ment and Development and Vis- 
caya Plantation Inc. 

“For Lapanday alone, we are 
seeing no less than a 5 percent in- 
crease in production that would 
allow us to meet the demand of 
the international market,” said 
Lapanday Foods Corp. senior vice 
president and general manager 
Francisco Lorenzo for plantation 
and agricultural operations seg- 
ments, пал interview. 


ed. 


Merrill Lynch expects 
credit upgrade this year 


From page BI 


Court upheld its constitutionality. 

‘The bank said the momentum 
of an improving fiscal position in 
2005 would continue this year. It 
estimated the gov ernment’s bud- 
get deficit for 2005 to have set- 
tled at P155 billion, or P25 billion. 


Cornering a significant share 
of the $70-million Japanese mar- 
ket, shipments of local companies 
to this country have moved up 10 
percent to 765,000 metric tons 
from 698,000 metric tons the pre- 
vious year. 

"There were indeed bigger or- 
ders from our non-traditional 
markets in the first half and there 
is a big contribution made by the 
small companies and coopera- 
tives in volumes delivered during 
the period,” Lorenzo said. 

Other markets for Philippine 
banana exports include the Mid- 
dle East, South Korea and New 
Zealand, Singapore, Russia and 
Indonesia. 

Lapanday, majority owned by 
the Lorenzo family, is one of the 
top three exporters of cavendish 
bananas and other varieties to 
the world. 


budget has been passsed. 

Merrill Lynch said it was main- 
taining its "overweight" recom- 
mendation for the Philippines 
based on a positive fiscal outlook. 
An "overweight" assessment rec- 
ommends a "buy" of debt instru- 
ments issued by the country con- 
cemed. 


have shifted to bananas due to 
higher returns compared to sugar 
planting, especially in Bukidnon. 

Philippine banana 
from January to October of 2005 
grew 9 percent to 1.56 million 
metric tons from 1.43 million 
metric tons delivered during the 
same period the previous year, 
records from the PBGEA indicat- 


exports 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


BusiNESS 


gravating inflationary pressures 
brought on by high oil prices, the BSP 
tightened its key overnight rates by a 
total of 75 basis points in the past year. 
It also raised the reserve requirement 
by 2 percentage points in July. 

Excess cash, while resulting in lower 
interest rates, also fuels inflation by en- 
couraging consumer spending 
sprees. 

“Growth in liquidity continues to 
be driven by strong inflows of for- 
eign exchange from overseas Fil- 
ipino workers as well as from portfo- 
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In the months ahead, Tetangco said 
bank lending would likely pick up as 
banks unload their non-performing 
loans. 

He said the ВЗР would continue to 
monitor the level of domestic liquidity 
to ensure that it remains consistent 
with the BSP's price stability objective. 
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lio and direct investments,” Tetang- 
co said. “Liquidity growth had also 
started to buoy up credit activity" 
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SEALERS 
WELCOME 


Want to invest in a server that grows with your growing business needs? Get the 
IBM eServer’ xSeries® servers powered by Intel® Xeon™ Processor. They offer 
true scalability, so you can build on your infrastructure instead of ‘ripping and 
replacing’, They're also easy to install, configure and manage and offer a lower 
Total Cost of Ownership in the long run. Expectedly, with IBM, innovation comes 
as standard. Your local IBM Business Partner can tell you more. 


GROWING FAST? GET A BIGGER OFFICE, 
NOT A BIGGER SERVER ROOM. 


IBM eServer® xSeries x226 - 


better than the P180-billion offi- 


But the bank said the Philip- 
cial ceiling. 


ино" Xeon” Processor 3.0GHz В00МН2 FSB with ТХ THE WORLD'S HELP DESK 
pines should extend its fiscal re- Ee 


2MB L2-Cache (Dual capable) ie s 


But the bank said the likely 
reduction of the deficit to as 
low as P100 billion this year 
would partly be attributed to 
the delay in the passage of the 
proposed P1.05-trillion nation- 
al budget for 2006. The delay is 
seen to force the government to 
limit its expenditures to the 
2005 level until the proposed 


Cocktales 


From page B3 


posal—despite her recent opera- 
tion, 855 president Corazon dela 
Paz was present in Friday's excom 
meeting, accompanied by a 
nurse—the Sys just need to acquire 
about 3 percent more Equitable 
PCIBank shares from the market to 
reach the magic 65 percent and ef- 
fect the merger 

Chances are, the Sys had al- 
ready done their homework. If 
out of the blue SSS be unable to 
vote for the merger, then Equi- 
table PCIBank would have no 
choice but to later issue a capital 
call to its shareholders to comply 

th the Bangko Sentral-mandat- 
ed capital adequacy ratio. 

Depending on which camp you 
talk to, the additional equity capital 
needed would range from a low of 
P2billion to as high as P15 billion. 

The auditing firm SGV, which is 
doing the numbers-crunching, 
has until the end of the first quar- 
ter to submit the recommenda- 
tion, but already the smart mon- 
ey is on the high side of the so- 
called CAR ratio. 

If the advance information is 
correct, from whose pockets would 
the liquidity-challenged GSIS, SSS 
and Romualdez then dip into? 


Money-go-round 
DESPITE his family selling out of 


form agenda toward the medium 
term and not merely focus until 
2006. 

“While the government policy 
is convincing for 2006, we felt 
that the authorities are now 
mainly focused on the short-term 
outlook,” it said. The govern- 
ments fiscal plan beyond 2006 is 
still vague, the bank added. 


Del Monte Pacific, Martin Lorenzo 
chose to retain his option to acquire 
more than 1.26 million Del Monte 
shares until July 2009 at the exer- 
cise price of $0.504/share, in con- 
trast to the $0.3862/share that the 
Lorenzos chose to unload their Del 
Monte shareholdings to the San 
Miguel-Butch Campos venture. 

e Long-time Ayala Corp. secre- 
tary Mercedita Nolledo has ac- 
quired the MeMicking penthouse 
in Urdaneta Apartments. 

ө He is just 54, but stockbroker 
Filomeno Francisco has had 
enough of the business’ daily 
roller-coaster ride. Francisco has 
opted for early retirement from 
AB Capital Securities, which he 
has served for 25 years now, and 
will be replaced by Lamberto 
Santos Jr. as nominee to the 
Philippine Stock Exchange. 


Heard through the grapevine 
DISSATISFIED with the quality 
of its recent disclosures to the 
stock exchange, particularly 
about the recent capital infusion 
from the “new” shareholders, the 
Philippine Stock Exchange has 
decided to continue the trading 
suspension of the Indonesian- 
controlled Export and Industry 
Bank. 
(Email: 
slnet or 
hoo.com) 
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1x 512MB ECC DDR2 SDRAM DIMM. expandable lo 6B | 
41% 70AGB inlegrated Duel Chånnei Uira 320SCSConiroter '| 


Hara 


Integrated NIC 10/00/1000 lull duplex 


| Learn more akost ou 
diui range of TBM Express. 


Drive | 


Diagnostics LED 


Optional Remote Supervisor Adapler I 
(Optional Towero-Rack Conversion Kit 
3-year On-site Warranty: Service by IBM 
FREE 1 x 73 4GB HOO wilh every purchase! 


From PAP137,000 sow : 


IBM eServer” xSeries” 


IBM eServer” xSeries x100 
Choice of Proceasor nta Panum’ 4 ЗООНЕ EGO 
wilh 1MB L2 Cacho or Inal” Celoron* f 
їх 512MB ECC DOR2 SDRAM, expandable o 4GB 
2.x BOGE Integrated SATA Hard Drvo 
Integrated IBM ServerRaid 70; suppori RAID-O/ 
Integrated NIC 10/100/1000 tuli duplex 
Diagnostics LED 

j year On-site Warranty: Servico by IBM 


Free 256MB Imation USB 2.0 Flash Drive Mini with 
covery purchase! 


| Business Parmer near yo 
[его can help you chose 

|| the ight system fo meer 
_ your requirements 


| ibm.com/eserver/ph/offers 
|` 1800-1888-1426 


1 


HELP FOR ANY SIZE PROBLEM 


IBM eServer” xSeries x206 
Intel" Panum” 4 Processor 3.0GHz B00MHz with 
1MB.L2-Cache 


1 x512MB ECC DORZ SDRAM, expandable 
10408 


2x T34GB Integratod Utra 320 SCS! Controller 
Hard Drive 


integrated IBM ServerRald 76; support АООТ 
integrated NIC 10/100/i000 Tu duplex. 
Diagnostics LED 

Optional Remote Supervisor Adapter I 

(Optional Towerio-Rack Conversion Kit 

year On-site Warranty; Sorvice by IBM. 
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Editor Leo Magno 


Intel builds entertainment PC around ViiV 


(For the complete version of this story, go to ment content in our living rooms and ch | 
the Infotech section of www. inq7.net.) the way we look at ج‎ 


By Leo Magno 
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA—INTEL i 


‘Atthe 2006 International Consumer Electron- 
ics Show (CES) held here, Intel made clear its 
plans about the ViiV platform, a set of specifica- 
tions for computers positioned as nerve centers 


ing a computing platform that it hopes would  forhomeei ment. The УНУ platform is not. 


become the nerve center of di 


ligital entertain- just an Intel chip; itis built around а combination. 


YOUR PC & SOFTWARE WHOLESALER 


Intel Pentium D 2.8 


Athlon 64 3000+ 
P 20,300 
Athion 64 2800+ 
P 17,800 
Athlon 64 2600+ 
P 17,400 


Len Socket 775 


Intel Pentium 4 2.66 7*8 
P 19,300 ® 
Intel Celeron D 2.66 ECS 6320 JAVA Programming Made Easy and Effect 
T JAVA Programming Made Easy and Effective 
ECS 6320 P23,995 By using educational contents offered in Japan for years by 
P 47.300. unguis TU arti Corp. and Acrossgate Global Software, Inc. on 
ОАО Apacer Mudio Steno 220 P 1,500 Jan. 18 21, 2008 (wana 
тад Reset vrenr ‘and Digtal Cameras as low as Feb. 27 to Mar 10,2006 (Manila) 
Intel Pentium 4 3.0 


ae soo Kotak EasyShare C300 P5,600 


Intel Pentium 4 2.8 ree cet Limited seats available on a first come first serve basis. 
= 20,600 


Contact PhiNITS at : < www.philnits.org > 
ES IBM LorinalCinelle: (02) 8982691 10 92 (Mia) 
— Canon LI Quesa (032) 2540577 (СЫш 


Ў 


Training Fee: P10,000.00 (inches training materials, meals & snacks) 


Fujitsu recommends Windows? XP Tablet PC Edi 


Lightest * 
Impressively Small 
Stylishly Powerful 
LifeBook P1510 - Pen Convertible Notebook 


* Pen Convertible Notebook powered by Intel* Centrino* Mobile Technology. 


LIFEBOOK» Built-In Confidence 


Fujitsu Philippines, Inc. (FPI) 


Customer Careline: +63 ( 
Sales Hotline: +63 (2) 894. 


2) 841-8488 Website: http /ph fujlsu.convfpi 
8557 Service Hoteline: +63 (2) 841-8400 


MOBILE 
TECHNOLOGY 


of Intel developed hardware and software. 

V computers could come in the traditional 
PC form factor that we know—with 
keyboard and big tower casing. Or, 
puters could come in small cases much like a 
Set-top box for cable TV although Intel refuses 
to call them set-top boxes be id, these. 
appliances are fully functional PCs without 
trimmings. 

"Thus, VV computers may come in the form 
of aPC or an appliance designed to store musi 
record TV shows, download movies, play online 
video games and serve up family photos and 
home videos. The appliance-like versions can 
even turn on like your ordinary household ap- 
pliances, With the QuickResume feature, you 
Just flicka switch and it's on. 

The appliance. and consumer „electronics 
functionality of ViiV is in line with Intel's push 
toward digital home entertainment, the compa: 
mys rebranding and new marketing strategy 
‘The company last year restructured itself to fo- 
сив on five platforms, one of them being hor 
entertainment. It also recently dropped its 3 

part ofa major rebranding effort 
е chipmaker's shift away from 
less into consumer products. 
Which is also why УШУ was launched at CES. 
his keynote speech, Intel СЕО Paul Otellini 
plained that the company started a massi 
shift from developing chips by ramping up th 
clock speeds to developing chips based on mul- 
ore processing, or having two or more cores 
т. Intel has launched the Centri 
first premium 


the Centrino Core Duo. 
"The line between the PC and entertainment 
s is blurring,” said Otellini. "We are mov- 
ing from а 2-foot viewing format to а 10-foo 
format.” 

By this Otellini meant that users now want to 
access their digital entertainment content in 
their PCs and view them from the comfort of 
their couches 10 feet away from their big-screen 
TV monitors, whereas before users could only 
do that two feet away from the monitors of their 
desktop PCs. 

"Thats why we built the ҮЙҮ platform from 
the ground up. Its a combination of hardware 
and software that deliver rich media experience 

make entertainment devices and content 
easy to integrate." 

УЙУ thus acts as а nerve center for digital 
content to manage files such as MP3 music, dig- 
ital photos, home videos, on-demand moy 
downloadable games and other digital ente 
tainment content. But instead of using your 
computer monitor, you hook it up to your TV to 
combine the best of both worlds. Intel said УУ 
PCs are not just digital video recorders like TIV 
Which allow users to record and buffer TV 
shows for instant replays and on-demand vie 
ing. УЧУ manages all forms of entertainmer 
longas its digital 

Intel itself does not manufacture ViiV P. 
merely developed the platform and specs. Orig. 
inal equipment manufacturers (OEMs) such as 
Acer, Fujitsu, D-Link, LG, Linksys, Lenov 
Huawei, Onkyo, Sony and HP are manufactur- 
ing ViiV appliances. More are expected to be re- 
leased within the quarter. OEMs call their prod- 
ucts "digital media adapters” or “network me- 
dia players" or “wireless media players.” They 
are ай, in general, УТУ PCs that act as digital en- 
tertainment nerve centers. 

‘As Intel continues to shift from making chips 
to building platforms, is Otellini acting like 
Kevin Costner in "Field of Dreams” when 
heard a ghostly whisper saying “build it and 
they will come?" Intel is betting on it. And come 
they did; content partners and OEMs all came 
to join the УЙУ bandwagon. 

‘As Otellini himself said, "the platform doesn't 
matter without content.” 


scription- 
based, some will be free. NBC Sports, for exam. 
stream its coverage of the Winter 
s with ИМ 
compliant boxes. 
classic TV series for free, as the shows are sup- 
ported by advertisements. DirecTV is offering 
its own УНУ box so that the satellite signal 
‘would go straight to the nerve center instead of 
wotheT x. Televisa, the largest Spanish 
news program will be on ЛМ as well as the Chi 
nese shows of Shanghai-based SMG. 

Movies-on-demand are also inching closer to 
the home. At the CES, Otellini called onstage 
Hollywood stars Tom Hanks, Morgan Freeman 
and Danny DeVito to discuss the ClickStar 
broadband digital entertainment venture. 
ClickStar will make movies available via down- 
load, starting with the movie “10 Items or Less” 
which stars Morgan Freeman and Paz Vega. 

‘The assumption, of course, is that the ViiV u 
eris online with a broadband connection. Ont 

the service does, too. 
Case in point ve demo of Yahoo! Inc. 
chair and CEO Terry Semel at CES, who was us- 
ing a УУ appliance running on Windows ХР 
Media Center Edition. The network went down 
and the VilV operating system stalled, cutting 
short Semels presentation on Yahoo!'s new 
cross-device services. Semel had to call onstage 
Hollywood Cruise to yank him out of 
the embarrassing situation. 

One perennial problem with technology is 
that devices are created and fixed faster than 
business concerns. While handheld video de- 
vices, digital audio players and highend cell 
phones are ready to receive a smorgasbord of 
Content, issues on digital rights management 
and business models have yet to be answered. 
Content providers are still grappling with intel- 
lectual property concems with the advent of 
video and audio download. They are also con- 
cerned about new distribution models that veer 

way from tried and tested ones such as via ca- 
ble. The same could be true with МИМ which is 
creating new distribution models not just for 
audio and video but also for the entire enchila- 
da of digital entertainment content. 
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‘The International Association of Business Communicators (IABC) Philippines, the local chapter of a prestigious global network of more than 13,000 


business communication professionals in over 60 countries, pays tribute to the exceptional communication skills of top-level managers in private, government and 
non-government organizations with the holding of the 2005 CEO Excel Awards. 


The CRO Excel Awards recognizes senior executives who have successfully harnessed communication in advancing the reputation, enhancing the profitability, or 
achieving major objectives of their organizations. 


‘This annual competition aims to raise public awareness of the importance of communication in business and organizational management; to recognize the top-level 
executives or managers who have shown extraordinary skills as communicators; and to present their accomplishments as models of best practices in organizational 
communication. 


АВС PHILIPPINES 
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BUSINESS COMMUNICATORS 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
President Cosette Romero; Executive Vice President Marian Catedral; VP for Finance Lalaine Santana; 
Directors Ramon Osorio, Rey Anthony David, Jr., Marla Garin, Юрі Cuna, Allan Paul Flake, Edward King, Ramon Isberto, Veronica Tapia-Merk 
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NOTICE 
GME 


Noticeis hereby given that GMB Corp. (Japan) is the registered owner of the 


joint, water pump, fan clutch, tensioner bearing, idler bearing, ball joint, 
| | control arm, inner shaft, cross rod, pit man arm, idler arm, tie rod end, rack 
| | end, side rod, and stabilizer link, and their corresponding patents, that are 


Imagine yourself earning P50,000 to P100,000 
Start right away with P7,000 by 


1SO 9001 and ISO/TS16949 certified and protected by intellectual property 
laws. The public is hereby warned that the “GMB” trademark is being used 
on fake and low quality products that are distributed and sold in the market 
as genuine GMB products. 


WHOLESALING / RETAILING 


Collee, Joly Ace. COCA-COLA PRODUCTS" Cote, Sorte, Royal. 
G'Gock “CARTOON NETWORK 


LEASE-TO-OWN 


di "SAN MIGUEL PRODUCTS: Puretcads. Magno, Mortem, Ginebra San Mig 

HEC. Sarsi, Egi 
‘Snoopy. Barbe. TITA'S ТОСМО MEGA 
SARDINES, SAUCLMI, EXTREME MAGIC SING. KOBE Shoes, GIBSON'S LA. 
CRUISER. YONEX. King, KISSA Fashion Accessories, Apparel and a whoie bi more 


The use of the “GMB” trademark in any manner whatsoever without the 
prior written authority of GMB Corp. (Japan) isa violation of The Revised 
Penal Code (Act No. 3815) and The Intellectual Property Code of the 
Philippines (R.A. No. 8293) and it shall be prosecuted to the fullest extent 
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TO SEE IS TO BELIEVE!!! 


These who responded vohis AD are now happy caring more than 100.000. 
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Please bring this AD to энте as poor рате Rall & Сітытау await you! Don't mim it 


‘The ONLY COMPANY that is HIGHLY APPRECIATED by both NATIONAL а LOCAL 


of the law. GMB Corp. (Japan) is willing to give a modest reward to 
anybody who can provide evidence for а successful prosecution for 
infringement of the intellectual property rights of GMB Corp. (Japan). 


In case of doubt on the genuineness of any of these products, or any 
suspected infringement or unlawful importation, distribution, and sale 
thereof, please contact GMB Corp. (Japan) through: 


ARREZA & ASSOCIATES 
Counsel for GMB Corp. (Japan) 
Unit O, 10/F Burgundy Corporate Tower 
252 Sen. Gil J. Puyat Ave., Makati City 
Tel. Nos. (632)8442595 / (632)8445168 
Fax No. (632)8445249; e-mail: arlaw@pacific. net.ph 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


Here are the correct dates for the 
IBM DAKSH - TESDA JOB FAIRS: 
Lipa City, Batangas Job Fair — January 10, 2006 
San Pablo City, Laguna Job Fair — January 11, 2006 
Sta. Rosa, Laguna Job Fair — January 12, 2006 
Please refer to our ad yesterday in Job Market for the venues 
and other details! We'll conduct a one-day processing of 
applications! Get hired within the day! See you there! 
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MAKATI CONDO 
FENTI SALE : MANY CHOICES 
READY FOR OCCUPANCY 
843-0887 / 887-5318 
wuw.condo.com.ph 
The Condo Specialist 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER, the recognized leader in the newspaper 
industry with its balanced news and fearless views is committed to helping 
our trade partners achieve its business goals and serving the community 

via generation of employment. 
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Willing to work overtime/travel 


m— 
Applicants shall bring their resumé 
with 2x2 ID picture and apply 
personally at: 

Rm. 622 Imperial Palace Suites, 
‘Tomas Morato, Quezon City 
Look for Mark (0928-2323387) 
or Jerry (0915-4672447) 
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EI f PPPE т 
= кон. ИИ FOR IMMEDIATE HIRING | |y japie 5] 
LA VISTA tansion ype fect io Ee 55595 uu co mem | TELE-MARKETING PERSONNEL : 
РЭМ pat SWAP ol smal QC рудценрдБАҮ68та65 Canes Rent a Car Vans PANOS : TERUS ИН | Male or Female 


ppc Call 4265650 + 


Sm 09194212085, Creer 4.0. хед Unde. 


Cus B Driver Services 
819-1975 9191975103468 


m—— 1 


BATANGAS 


FAAM FOR SALE 75000 P200 
вол Neg. Calaca, М. Beach 
7709209220524 


ROBNSONS PIONEER SHOP 
4 Sale GF РЫП 74706916 


OcCondoMse 4 Ren/Sale 
5925201;8921085,0921281 


1% Auto Easy sasas 


Exell Dog Sch 0015-2050952 


бла риљоли 


Pug fimons. 00178000068 


We are in need of 


BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT SUPERVISORS 


to work for our Distributor Partner in the areas of Pampanga, Bataan, Tarlac, 
Nueva Ecija and Zambales. 


JOB DESCRIPTION: 
Will handle a sub-distributor partner to grow the business. 


QUALIFICATIONS: 
= College graduates from the localities; 
== Highly motivated; Aggressive; Hardworking; 
= Must possess excellent oral and written communication skills both in 
English and Filipino; 
«+ Preferably Male, willing to work on a graveyard shift, fast-paced, 
dynamic and flexible environment. 


О Background in sales is not necessary, but a plus. 


Send your Resume to GQY Distribution Group Inc. at 
GQY Distributors Inc., Dolores Homesite Extension, Dolores, 
San Fernando Pampanga 


or call/fax 045-9614048 and look for Mr. Mar Manabat or Mr. Jess Yap. 


Graduate of any 4 years course 
< Not тоге than 30 years old 


SALES AGENT / ACCT. EXECUTIVE 
* Male or Female. 
+ Graduate of any 4 years course 
preferably Marketing major 
+ Not more than 30 years old 


CADET PLANT ENGINEER 
Male 

+ Engineering graduate 

4 Not more than 30 years old 


А МАШЕ YOU CAN TRUSTI INTERESTED APPLICANTS CAN APPLY AT: { 
MAKATI farina, ЗА ВАНИЕ TRINITY MARKETING, INC. i 
FARM/RSHPEU. BUY «SELL» PAWN #496 E. T. Yuchengco St, (formerly Nueva) | Ё M 
RAWLANDS 1% Car Lending 6560140 Binondo, Manila. Look for Rose га (02) M9 , 1818 | 249-9831 
uum Conde sument unneg Tree cartoon сор ROLEX+OTHERS Bring recent 2 x 2 picture. Ww (0917 - 8879153 10826 - 6914125 
Lese per SOMER swsswarces | Biodata will be provided by the company оние. 2069819 0918-808075 — ; 
ЭНА Farm Lot Sto. Niño Lipa 1% CARLOAN 373-6519 DIAMONDS / JEWELRY pi „ў 
НЕ ср EE 
ATION Y Easy Car Loan 41125078  REPAIIPOLISH ANY WATCH К 
виз Hermosa Bataan FOR SALE 1204-0484 834-2686 "s 
proe т Mango 1e loul ting car SIST PUBLIC INVESTMENT 
аэ жесте 
09216722866 09287809889 аласн Buying Rolex. NOTICES. OPPORTUNITIES. 
pia Busca 7 
| | Fast Cash Сай 09185113879 INVESTMENT EMPLO' 
REAL ESTATE 1.5% Easy Car Lom LL ETIN OPPORTUNITIES OPPORTUNITES 
pep 
FOR RENT HONDA 1.5% Easy Car Lom 3748765 کک‎ 
pm 
gu pee ша т ien mss GWISG WATCHES шс em me штп 
CALL JUN OR JOEL GODS 9X wong Car TODA um үт үсү EEE 
MESI UU EMEN CS коош MIO nano 
107 4 LONG TERM LEASE ries pel 5646599 S897041 09178473744 ни 
— аа E 
Edict = m————— 
GUD LOCATION 9209516043 90 260E SOK 0918-4352726 нан = INVESTMENT Mama S2sqm 09174206115 WANTED: ASST DENTIST 
TEGERE dsp Garon о 
2% WO TAKING Buid your Own Business 
TRANSPORTATION _CAT 7800182-04 ROLEX вы you Own muust _ OPPORTUNITIES 
SASS S041 m ree 0 кош 
FOR RENT ee BUSINESS 
аш —A LIE гугу mcm 
ot yim $$ URGENTLY NEEDED $$. 
CARS FOR RENT BUYING ROLEX и 
 ANTPLO Resthsa Daly ү Rates 2% woTaking Car 696563003 Omer WATCHES BEST PRICE Rest Bar 4Rent Urgent Need! (FEMALE AND 1 MALE) TEXT 
ЕН ОЕ rues ra anne з САР о URL kl ЗЫ | 


7-9121163/092071 В9В0т p 


7220433 + 4123543 


Take Over Tom 0071566102 5 Chars 09178917363 forzcninitetoroyanoncom 4 9 8 - 1 1 7 2+ 
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An obituary with a 


picture can bea 


fitting tribute to your 
departed loved one. 


Always caring. 
LSU 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: © Сору of Death Certificate Ө Any ientilcaton document 
WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS and bankcto-bank payments. 


No DOLE 
employee 
will be 
displaced 


‘THE DEPARTMENT OF 
Labor and Employment 
(DOLE) clarified that 
mone of its employees 
will be displaced with 
the implementation of 
the rationalization pro- 
gram in 2006 contrary 
to news reports. 

Labor and Employ- 
ment Acting Secretary 
Danilo P. Cruz said that 
the 100 DOLE employ- 
‘ees which reports said 
stand to lose their jobs 
as ‘rationalization’ 
starts next year are ac- 
tually those who are 
planning to avail early 
retirement which car- 
ries a package of ben- 
efits. 

The rationalization 
program is part of the 
governments efforts to 
improve its service de- 
livery and efficiency by 
streamlining agencies 
through dissolution of 
redundant offices and 
posts and realignment 
of personnel. It offers а 
retirement package to 
government employees 
who would be affected 
by rationalization. 

Cruz stressed that 
no one among the 
DOLE employees have 
been forced to retire 
due to rationalization. 
Tn fact, he said that 
those who hold redun- 
dant positions but do 
not wish to retire would 
only be realigned to es- 
sential positions that. 
have been vacant or 
created under the ratio- 
nalization program. 

“Government em- 
ployees including those 
in the DOLE who will 
be affected by the pro- 
gram have the option to 
retire or be transferred 
to essential positions," 
Cruz said, adding that 
many DOLE employees 
have voluntarily ap- 
plied for early retire 
ment which means that 
they may have plans 
other than continue 
working with the gov- 
emment. 

Тоз their choice 
and, therefore, are ас. 
tually happy with it," 
he said. 

Earlier, Assistant 
Secretary Ma. 
Anthonette V. Allones 
also pointed out that 
there will be no dis 
placements in the 
DOLE because employ- 
esto be affected by the 
rationalization pro- 
gram will just be trans- 
ferred to essential posi- 
tions that have been 
vacant for a long time. 

Allones also said 
that DOLE employees 
are supportive of the 
program adding that. 
many of the employees 
have applied for early re- 
tirement spurred by the 
benefits and incentives 
offered under the early 
retirement program. 


Republic of he Philippines 
NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 
Region VII, Cebu Cily 


Ф 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND ТО BID 


GRAINS HANDLING SERVICES FOR NFA CEBU 


HANDLING SERVICES OF 644,000 BAGS GRAINS STOCKS WITHIN NFA WAREHOUSES 


The NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY. through ts Corporate Budget for 2008 intends вору the sum o ONE MILLION 
 NNE PUNDRED THIRTY TWO THOUSAND PESOS (P1.532 000 00) bang ha Approves Budget lor he Contract ABC) 12 
ауел under the carter ior Gra Handing Services or Cabu of NFA Regan VI. 805 rece in excess ol he ABC 
Sha oe suoateapy react al В opening 
"The NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY now invites Bids rom aile Bidders fo Grains Handing Services of NFA Regan 
13 Noten to Proceed unti December 31,2006, or upon compieton ol Iha 
"Raopicase. The grams handing вводов compre me лоне 


‘PROVINCE 


[m 


In orar о nay determina responsiveness 
‘hat nen be awarded 1o tna Lowest Calcul 
боз аланга procedure 

Tnteresied Bidders may obtain lutharnlomaton irom tne NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY and inspect the Bing 
Documents 9 NFA. Bantad, Себи Ciy staring January 02 o January 10, 2006 from 800 a.m. 1o $00 p. 

‘A complete sel ol Bing Documents may be purchased by кепеде Biers Irom ne address below and upon payment 
ава Tie Thousand Pesos (P2000 00 The melnod ol payment wi be in cash. Tha Bidding Documents 
Shao revewed personaoy by те prospecive Виса ois duy auicied ревела. 

Tre NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY wil hoa Pre-B Conlarence open о af interested partes on January 1, 2008 
€ 10:00 ban st NEA Trang Center 3nd Fr. Валдаа, Cebu Ciy. Bids and јоу requirements must be daivered o me 

е пора, А палое боек er ian 1000 a m. А Sce musi ba accompanee by a Bd Secury in an amount 
а net uer an a pecentage ol те Approved Budget orina Contact lo be o, n he folowing schecu. 
orm алу combination eret 
Earn ol Sacutty 
 CashiCashlers/Manager's Check 
payable о NFA seved by a reputable commercial 
Barwin Cebu Cy or 
Surety Bond issued by GSIS markod Teo & a Hall Percent 
"Саш оп Demand” Е 

B opening shal be on January 24,2006 @ 10:00 a.m. st NFA Training Center 3rd Fi, Banted. Cebu Cty Bids wil 
һе орк i PG presence ol ne Sacer representaives who choose 1o anand те Bong. Laie 805 sha not be 
эсседе 

The NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY reserves ha right о acceptor rejec! any Bid. to annul he bidding process 


anata a Ba any be pror coos mwari, d Pert neum uy eio тте aec Bu Sr 


Mesum Amount in % ol ABC bo he id 
‘One Percent (1%) 


NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 
PIOLITO C. SANTOS 

Banilad, Cebu Cty 

322321939: 

mall address: nlaro? @evis.net ph 


Sos) PIOLTO C. SANTOS 
POAC CraemaARD. 


на‏ و و 
Republic of the Philippines.‏ 9( 
RN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE‏ | 
виа LIVELIHOOD CORPORATION‏ 


хана INVITATION TO BID 


The Lvelinoed Corporation - KKK Processing Authonty is ining imerested partias o join in the publi bidding 
or he sale ог ease of Io folowing real estate properties: 


FLOOR 
PRICE, 
3051000020 


PROPERTYIADDRESS 
MAKATI PROPERTY 
Tin Fv One Corporate Plaza, 845 Araiz Ave, Makat y 
LAGUNA PROPERTY 
Xo T1, Bigy San Andros, Аали Laguna 
DAVAO PROPERTY 
P Costo Svest. Brgy Ago, Davao Ciy 
BULACAN PROPERTY 
Puck by Santa Tad, Mas, Blan 
BOHOL PROPERTY 
у Donoss, Tagivan Cty Bohol 
CABANATUAN PROPERTY 
Өзү Kal Sur (Cadu), Сазда Ciy 
BATANGAS PROPERTY 
Lat? Восх 2 Сома Homes, Danza, Tonavan, Batangas 
3. BACOLOD PROPERTY 
Pag asa Seet Ели. Brgy Tangub, Bacolod hy. 
3. PANGASINAN PROPERTY 
fiy Воепә Вет Рае 


DESCRIPTION. 
Condominium Unis 
‘(Whole 7b Flood 
indostnal Land 
(Former Day Project) 
‘ght бозма Land 


74560000 


581820000 


Resentailand | 407500000 


Rescental Lois. 
(2 Agoring Lots) 
Residental Land 


148800000 


40100020 


Residential Lot 35100000 


Resdensalland | 34100000 


Wesdenwalland | 30106050 


Conditions: 

a) Winning bidders shall assume responsiblity of paying any andor ali taxes and ens relative to tho sale ог 
апоста tno properties. 

ъу Ооа Bd forms, documents, instruction to Biddocs and dela can be obtained during fce hours irom he 
tate Development and Management Омаюп located altho above-given address alter paying о ne Cashier 
а nonrefundable amount o Pho 500.00 oniy. 

e) AI Bids must bo submited о he Orlica ol o Chairman - LVECOR Bids and Awards Commis attention to 
tho BAG Secretanat not lator man 2:00 P.M of February 06.200. 

d) The Lvelhood Corporation reserves tho right o rjec any or ali bids, to waive any formales therein and lo 
осор! such bid as may be боото advantageous tothe Corporation. 


‘Schadulo of Pro-Bidding Conlerence wil be on January 16, 2008, 2:00 P.M al the Otice ofthe Administrators 
onterenco Room, LIVECOR, 7 One Corporate Plaza, 845 A. Алтаі: Avo. Legaspi Ми. Makati Cy. 


For luther inquiries, please сай Ms. Gigi Buenaventura (Division Chief - Estale Development and Management) 
Аа no.0917-527 7087 or Mr. Eduardo Sajonia (BAC Secretariat) at ol. no. 817-077 Y col no. 
0921-2783760. 


(Bg) E. ALEXIS G. SEVIDAL. 
eats Chairman, LIVECOR Bids and Awards Commies 
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T CLASSIFIEDS” 


» 
» 
RATE 
P245 per column centimeter 
pss ase EVID 
DEADLINE 
for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Monday to Sunday 
12:00 noon 
Day before publication 


ү 
Message of Shanks 9 


We, the family of the late 


August 16, 1940 — December 3, 2005 
wish to extend our heartfelt thanks to relatives, 
friends, officemates at the National Statistics Office, 
churchmates, and all others who blessed us with 
their presence, words of comfort, and who 
generously shared their resources during our time of 
reavement. 
Most of all, we thank our Lord Jesus Christ for His 
faithfulness, abundant grace and gift of eternal life. 


— 


whoever finds his ife will lose if, and wüoever- - 
loses HIS Tife 07 my sake wi in il. moere» 


nM: 
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INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


GRAINS TRUCKING SERVICES FOR NFA CEBU 


TRUCKING SERVICES OF 84,000 BAGS GRAINS STOCKS TO NFA WAREHOUSES 

he NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY. trough на Corporate Budget fr 2006 intends о apply the sum of TWO. 
HUNDRED NINETY FOUR THOUSAND PESOS IP264,000.00) being ta Approved Budget lor the Contract (ABC) lo 
Payments under та contract ol Grains Trucking Services for Cabu, Bahoi, Negros Oriental and Siquijor ol NFA Region 
Vi воз received in excess ofthe ABC shall be automaticaly rejected at Bid opening. 

The NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY now ives Bids irom eligible Bidders for Grains Trucking Services of NEA 
Regen VIL Овну ci the GOODS is required upon receipt of Nolce о Proceed unti December 31. 2006, or upon 
Coniston ol he series forthe volume of 64,000 bags, whichever s applicable. The grains пуска services comprise 
pope 


Republic ol the Phisppines 
NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 
Regon Vil, Cebu Сау 


minimum # 
Destinaton бика авс) 
‘Sta. Fe в (10-wneeter 84,000 294,000.00. 

‘ding wa be conducted rough open competitive bidding using non-discrelionary раззльй ceria as speciled in 
the оао Rules and Reguiions Pat A (IRR-A) of Republic Act 9184 (R.A. 9184). therwise known as he 
reruma Procurement Relorn Аа. and s rested to Filipino cilzens/soie proprielorships, organizations with at 
least эму percent (60%) interest or oustanding capital siock belonging о ciizens ol he Philippines, and о сөп or 
елады ota country ha laws ог regulations of which gren slat grs or privileges to Pilpino сөп. pursuant 
берме Ал 5183 (RA 5183] and элес! 10 Commonweal Act 138 (C.A, 138). Only bids rom Bidders who pass the 
дошу check wil be opened. The process lor me etgbiiy chock is described in Section I ol the Bidding Documents 
RSLS Sade (TE). The bioder wih te Lowest Calcusted Bid СВ) shell advance tothe post qualicaion 
‘Sage in ende to Inty Gerne responsiveness ofthe bid о technical and nancial requremants ofthe projet. The 
SEG han ten be awarded tothe Lowest Calculated and Responsive Bidder (LCRB) who was determined as such 
arg the post quaicaton procedure. 

Interested Bisders may obtain further Information rom the NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY and inspect the Bidding 
‘Documents st NEA. Baniad, Cebu Ciy string January G2 o January 10,2006 rom 8:00 a.m. 1o 5:00 pn. 

A complete sel o Bidding Documents may be purchased by intrested Biders rom the address below and upon 
payment cl a nonwehundable lee ol Two Thousand Pasos (F2.000.00) The method ol payment wil be п cash. The 
зур Documents shal be reviewed personaly by е prospective Bidder or his duly authorized rapresentate. 

The NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY wil hod а Pre-Bid Conference open іо all interested parios on January 11, 
200 @ 200 p.m. B1 NFA Training Center, d FI, Bantad, Cebu Cay Bids and eligit requirements must be delivered 
ORO аата, selon on January 24. 2006 nol iater inan 200 p.m. Al Bids must be accompanied by a id Звсићу in an 
Dinos a аш eque 1o. and nol lower than a percentage of Ihe Approved Budget lor the Contratto bo bi, In he 
ошо schedua and lom or any combination tnereot 

Eom al Securiv 
Cash/Ceshier‘sttanager's Check 
"payania to NFA sued by a reputable commercial 
Dank n Cebu Сау or 

‘Surety Bond issued by GSIS marked Two & à Hall Percent 
"Саара on Demand" asm 

Bid opening shall be on January 24, 2006 9 2:00 p.m. at NFA Training Center, 3rd Fie, Balad, Сора Cl. Bids 
wa be opened ne presence о! ine Beers represontaives who choose to atlond те bidding. Lale Bids shall not 
Be асаре 

"The NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY reserves the right to accepi or reject any Sid, o annul tho bidding ргосөвв, 
and io rec a Dis м any ите pnor о conrac award, wihout thereby incurring any ibit о the affected Bidder or 
Boos 


Volume 


Minimum Amount in %.o1 ARC tobe bid 
‘One Percent (1%) 


NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 
PIOLITO C. SANTOS 

Banilad, Cebu City, 

032.2321939 

‘mall address: nfaro7@cvis.net ph 
032-2336095 

website: www.nfacebu noL ph. 


(Sod) PIOLITO C. SANTOS 
ВАС Chaima vARD 


س 


LAND BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES 


Ang Bangkong May Damdaming-Bayan 
4598M. H. del Piar comer Dr J. Quinios Streets Malale. Manila 
af Nos. 822-0000, 526-0100 connecing ali departments 


INVITATION TO APPLY 
FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


“The Land Bank of the Philippines invites supplesimanufacturersidistibutorsicontraclors to apply 
for eligibity and to bid forthe projects as stated below: 


пвм, Ает Description. 


20053332) 1 iot Supply and Dever ol he folowing: 
те Presentaron Seve 
Enerpnse Caton for Windows x-1 
Concurent User Connecion Pack wih 
Sübscrpton Advantage 
є TMeistame Preeriabon Sever40 br 
Windows Engish Medi 
+ 1 CITRIX Standard Suppod Agreement- 


Approved Budget Source of Funds 
P 225500000  LBPFunds 


Prospective bidders should have experience in undertaking a similar project within the last two 
(2) years with an amount of al least 50% of the proposed project for bidding. The Eligbilty Check! 
Сохо as well as the Preliminary Examination of Bids shall use non-discretionary "равай" 
criteria. Post qualification of the lowest calculated bid shall be conducted. 


Bidding for the above requirements is scheduled on February 1, 2006 at 1:00 PM and pertinent 
Bid Documents may be obtained from the General Services Depariment, 25th Floor, LANDBANK 
Рага M.H del Piar comer Dx Qurios reis Malale, Manta, upon payment ‘of anon-refundable 
feo of P1,000.00. 


interested suppliers are requested to atlend the Pre-Bid Conference scheduled on January 20, 
2006 at the 25th Floor, Conference Room, LANDBANK Plaza, Malate, Mania. 


All particulars relative to Eligibility Statement and Screening, Bid Security, Performance 
Security, Pro-Bidding Conference(s), Evaluation of Bids, Post Qualification and Award of 
Contract shall be govemed by the perünent provisions of RA 9184 and its Implementing Rules 
and Regulations (IRR). 


 LANDBANK reserves the right lo reject any or ай bids, declare the bidding a fallure or waive any 
required formaity therein and make an award о the bidder whose bids the most advantageous othe 
Bank 


BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
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Editor Chelo Banal-Formoso 


It's ti t jit |. 
Subsection Editor Lito В, Zulueta симия 


It's extending the joys 
of the season at 
Robinsons Department Store! 


E. 


MALANG is celebrating his 78th birthday with an art exhibit at SM 


E 


MALANG at the opening of his one-man exhibit in Taipei, Taiwan, 


ROC in June 1980, Among his guests were Ang Kiukok (left) and 


Mega Art Center on Jan. 20. 


James Onglepho (right). 
Mauro 
Malang 
Santos and 
James 
Onglepho 
sharea 
50-year 
friendship 
that has 
benefited 
Philippine 
art. The 
latter 
remembers 
the good 
times 


MALANG at workin his studio (1980) 


THE CHOPSTICKS CLUB 


Malang and I 


By James Onglepho 
Contributor 


MET MALANG FOR THE 
first time at the Philippine Art 
Gallery in November 1956. 

Malang then was working at the 
Manila Chronicle. Through him, I 
also met Liborio Gatbonton (Gat), 
the art editor of the Manila 
Chronicle. 

‘We became good friends, and every Thurs- 
day night, 1 would visit Malang and Gat at 
work with other artist-friends. Then we 
‘would proceed to a Chinese restaurant in 
Ongpin. Thus, the "Chopsticks Club" was 
formed. 

After dinner, sometimes we would take a 
taxi to the cabaret in Sta. Ana. Mostly play- 
ing at the cabaret was sweet music, Once the 
music started, customers would enter the 
dancing hall, and then pick from about 200 
hostesses on standby. 

We weren't good dancers, so we just fol- 
lowed the music and swayed our bodies 
while our feet re- 
mained stil. After 
the dance, we would 
hand over our tick- 
ets, worth 20 cen- 
tavos each, to our 
dance partners. We 
would leave the 
dancing hall again, 
and wait for the next 
music to play. 

We usually spent 
about two to three 
pesos for the whole 
evening, and every 
minute was worth it. 

Just like the 

cabaret, we also 
looked forward to 
visiting the Philip- 
pine Art Gallery, 
Contemporary Art 
Gallery and other 
galleries on Mabini 

Among us, 
Malang is the most 
mild-mannered. He 


with an easy gri 
‘And when he smiles, 
you can barely see 
his eyes. 

His "Chinese" fea- 


tures do not end there. He is also very much 
interested in Chinese culture. He likes drink- 
ing tea, uses chopsticks when dining, and 
even hangs out in Chinese bookstores for 
hours like a true-blooded Chinese. He can be 
easily mistaken for a humble, friendly Chi- 
nese scholar. 


Newspaper artist 

Born in 1928 in Manila, Mauro Malang 
Santos used his mother's name as artist pen 
name in loving remembrance of his mother. 
He studied at the University of the Philip- 
pines School of Fine Arts for only half a 
semester, and then began looking for work. 

In 1947, he tried applying for a job at an 
advertising company on Dasmarifias Street, 
Manila, Seeing about 200 people in line for 
job interviews, he thought he didn’t have 
much of a chance of getting hired. 

Then, passing by Jones Bridge to Intra- 
muros, Aduana Street, he saw the sign, 
"Wanted: Art Assistant," beside the door of 
the Menila Chronicle building, He went in- 
side and gave it a try. Malang impressed his 
interviewer, and was offered the job immedi- 
ately. 


After one week, though, Malang also 
heard from the advertising company where 
he first applied. The letter, which was sent by 
special delivery, indicated that Malang also 
passed that earlier job interview, At the time, 
Malang was already with the Manila Chroni- 
cle. His life would have been totally different 
ifhe got into advertising first. 

At the Chronicle, Malang was in charge of 
the art design and layout. He also drew car- 
toons. His starting salary was P120 a month, 
and by the time he resigned in 1964, he was 
earning as much as P250 a month. 


Biggest perks 

His biggest perks, though, were meeting 
noted painters like Vicente Manansala, Car- 
los "Botong" Francisco and H.R. Ocampo, 
who were all major artistic influences. 
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YOU BORN TODAY: You're willful, purposeful anc 
goals. Essentially, you're ambitious. You const 
Ahead, you will say goodbye to some things anc 


d resourceful. You get what you want. You work patiently for 


tantly strive for new and higher standards for yourself. In the 


gin. 
Birthdate of: Gracie Fields, comedian; Joan Baez, singer; Simone de Beauvoir, writer. 


е ARIES (March 21 to 

‘April 19): The year 2006 

will bring you good for- 

tune through the wealth 

of others. People will let you use 

‘what they own. You might inherit or 
receive gifts. Lucky you. 


TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): In this coming 
rear, all your closest re- 

lationships wil im- 

ove. Partnerships will 

соте lucky for you. 


a new job; your evil boss might 
move on; or you get new duties that 
you like. (Sounds good to me.) 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): This is defi- 
"itely a year to improve 
your job! You might get 


LEO (July 23 to 


ing for you this year. You will. 


ө 


riched. 
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CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): This is the 
year to plan a vacation. 
Some of you will also in- 
crease ^ your famih 
through, having 
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usually optimistic 


chil happy this year. The 
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û ler go of other things in order to create space for new things to be- 


22): Home, family and 
real estate matters will 
be enormously reward- 


enjoy time spent at home with your 
family. Your private life will be en- 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 22): You feel un- 


SA МАТА ММ? 


ANG SAMA SA 


your 
year 
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Aug. 


truly 


VERY FUNNY 
= WA HA HA. 


(MONDAY, JANUARY 9, 2006 


“NO, S6" 


JUMPSTARTING MAG:NET'S CALENDAR. 
for 2006 is an exhibition by Rock Drilon of 
paintings spanning the last 20 years of his 
artistic practice. 

The paintings, mostly done in 
acrylic, according to him, are the accu- 
mulated “outpourings, testaments, 
koans spun from the multiple neurons 
ofthoughts and emotional states based 
on actual personal events, however in- 
directly, or from spontaneous out- 
bursts of creativity." 

"Diaristio, the show, charts Drilon's 
departures and returns to specific forms 
and motifs he has used in most of his 
Works, such as the spiraling serpentine 
knot that may be traced to the earliest 
painting included in the show. 

One in a series of paintings done in 
1986, “No. 56” is a hydra spawned out 
of a box, blooming in its green irides- 
cence, with its ends, though stumped, 
seemingly lurching on deceptively be- 
nign. 

"Through the years the hydra forms 
have become ominous, intertwining 
with other forms of colored planes, 
anamorphic geometric solids and axes, 


Malang and I. sees 


In 1955, he, along with colleagues 
Gat, Larry Alcala, Elmer Abustan and 
Hugo Yonzon Jr, put up a gallery 
called Bughouse near Mabini Street. 
It showcased purely cartoon draw- 
ings. 

‘Malang also began using water- 
color and oil in depicting one of his 
earliest subjects, the barong-barong. 
Asked about his fondness for the 
barong-barong, Malang said that he 
saw so many of them right across the 
Manila Chronicle building every day. 
His paintings expressed how he felt 
for those barong-barong dwellers. 


First solo 

In 1959, when I was mounting my 
first one-man exhibit at the China 
Art Gallery beside the Manila Hotel, 


Malang interviewed 
‘meat the coffee shop. 
on the second floor 
of the Manila Chron- 
"icle building 

We spoke lengthi- 
ly, which then result- 
ed in a four-page ar- 
ticle to introduce my 
painting style in This 
Week, the Chroni- 
des Sunday maga- 
zine. 

Some three years 
later, it was Malang's 
turn. He held his first 
one-man exhibit on 
Oct. 20, 1962 at the 
Philippine Art 
Gallery, where his 
paintings were sold 
at P30 each. 

Malang was large- 
ly self-taught, but his 
works were definite- 
ly of high standard 
even when he was 
just starting. It was а 
very successful ex- 
hibit, launching his 
high stature in the 
Philippine art circle. 


Reunion 

_ In the 1980s, Т 
spent my time most- 
ly in Taipei, From 
1982-1984, 1 exhib- 
ited my works in 
Kaoshuing а 
Taipei. 

In 1992, though, 1 
realized that my 
roots were in Manila. 
T haven't gone back 
to Taipei to mount 
exhibits since. 

In August 1997, 
Malang, Ong Bungian 
and 1 got together 
again. We agreed to 
meet every Thursday 
at the Asia Art Gallery, 
Shangri-la Plaza 
Mall, Every week, one 
of us would take turns 
in hosting the lunch, 

One Thursday in 
June 1998, Bungian 

didnt show up. 
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Rock Drilon holds simult 


aneous 


De 


"RESONUANCE (Dyptych)" 


organic brain-like tubings and gourds. 
In some, these are contrasted by short 
brisk strokes, feathering in luminous 
swathes of white, suggesting shedding 
and stripping over splattered and 
blotched patches that are to Dubuffet 
"impressions of teeming matter evoca- 


и 


tive of all kinds of indeterminate tex- 
tures, including galaxies and nebulae," 
‘All evoke movement, more than in 
the arbitrarily layered composition, but 
also in the diverse application of paint, 
contrasted by the channeled energy 
with which Drilon sparks each one. 
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Drilon said he associates the way he 
paints to dancing. He explained he 
moves around the canvas, picking up 
pace or dallying through the slow waltz 
ofa sweeping stroke. 

Hence, "Dance," which is painted di- 
rectly on the walls of the cramped CR 
Gallery of Mag:net Café in Katipunan, is 
Drilon’s ballet of solitary creation. 

However reconfigured the recurrent 
themes in his works, Drilon pointed to 
the idea of a Gordian knot persistently 
wound and unwound, which he said 
rings true of his struggle with the idea 
of creation, “as primordial as the uni- 
verse itself.” 

Drilon's painting's are simultaneous- 
ly on view at all Mag:Net galleries: until 
Jan. 15, at ABS at The Loop, ABS-CBN, 
ELJ Compound, Mother Ignacia Ave., 

Quezon City; until Jan. 30, at Paseo 
Center, Paseo de Roxas, Makati City; 
until Jan. 30, at Katipunan, Quezon 
City; and until Jan. 15, at CR Gallery, at 
Mag:net, Katipunan. 

Call 9293191 or 4952631. E-mail 
magnetcafekatips@yahoo.comph ог 
visit wwwmagnet.com. ph 


Malang and I proceeded to National 
Bookstore, 1 bought a 12" x 18" 
sketchbook, and then we decided to 
have lunch at the food court in the 
basement. 

1 went to the counter to order 
food, and left my sketchbook with 
Malang who went to find seats. After 
our lunch, we drank coffee and 
stayed at the Asia Art Gallery until 4 


pm. 
‘When I got home, 1 brought out 
the sketchbook 1 bought, and saw 
that the first and second pages were 
filled with unfinished nude sketches. 
I wondered if it was a mistake, but 1 
guessed Malang might have been the 
опе who drew them. He might have 
found the time to do them while I 
was ordering food, and was discreet 


'2F Marvin Plaza, 2153 Don Chino Roces 
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enough to seal the sketchbook back 
like it was never opened. 

When we saw each other again at 
the Asia Art Gallery, I showed the 
sketchbook to Malang, and told him, 
“Pag ginuhit mo lang ilang lines, 
sinasayang mo lang yung sketch pad 
ko. Kaya pakiusap lang, tapusin mo 
na ito. At isa pa, wag mong kalimu- 
tan yung signature mo." 

Тл less than two hours, he was fin- 
ished with the two fine sketches. 
They were dated June 6, 1998, and it 
was the first time that I received art- 
works from Malang. 


Malang is celebrating his 78th 
birthday with an art exhibit at the Art 
Genter of SM Megamall on Jan. 20. 
The show is curated by West Gallery. 


Happy ang tumatalon, maraming nagabot. 


LIM AT WEST 
Lewanda Lim 

will mount 
“Lewanda’s 
Fabrications, 

Jan. 12-24, at the 
West Gallery (4/L, 
Building A, SM 
Megamall, 
Mandaluyong). 
Lim will present 
18 recent fabric. 
collages, done. 
over the last six 
months, products 
“of my love for 
collecting odds 
and ends 

of varying 
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Ballet Manila conquers Russia 


BALLET MANILA, ONE OF THE 
Philippines foremost classical 
dance companies schooled in 
Russian techniques, made a well- 
applauded debut last month in 
Yekaterinburg, an industrial city 
best known as the site of the mar- 
tyrdom of Tsar Nicholas П and his 
family during the Russian Revo- 
lution. 

The 26-member troupe, led by 
pallet master Osias Barroso, de- 
lighted Russian audiences last 
Dec. 11 and 13, at the 1,200-seat 
Dvorets Molodezhi (Youth Palace) 
concert hall at the 1905 Square in 
the center of the Yekaterinburg, 
the third stop in a 16-day, seven- 
city tour of Russia's highly indus- 
trialized Ural Region, which tradi- 
tionally forms the divide between 
Europe and Asia. 

‘The highlight, Barroso said, was 
the sustained applause given by the 
audience for a purely Filipino pro- 
gram that included OPM (Original 
Pilipino Music) hits—well-loved fa- 
vorites by Filipino-American audi- 
ences in past tours in the United 
States but all but unknown in Rus- 
sia. 

“We were quite surprised with 
the reaction of the audiences 
here,” Barroso said. "They 
laughed, expressed surprise and 
clapped at the right moments. 


You'd think we were performing 
for a Filipino crowd." A number 
of spectators even requested to 
buy CDs of the program sound- 
track. 

Tt was the first time Ballet Mani- 
la ever performed the Filipino pro- 
gram for a completely non- 
ipino audience, the cast members 
said. Normally, the group would 
reserve the Filipino program for 
Filipino communities overseas. 
‘This time, the concert organizers 
from all the seven cities made spe- 
cial requests for the inclusion of 
distinctly indigenous elements. 

‘The other surprise of the two- 
day run in Russia's fifth biggest 
city was how well the Russian au- 
dience, basically reared on a 


UP features ‘Hudhud’ and Nob 


TO MARK THE 50TH YEAR OF gang Claro M. Recto, ‘UP Faculty 
the restoration of diplomatic es Center, Diliman, 9 am. to 5 p.m., 
between the Philippines and оп Јап.11. 

Japan, "Hudhud and Noh: A Dia- Chanters from Kiangan, Ifugao 
logue of Cultures,” a series offo- will perform the Hudhud. Mas- 
Tums and performances on Un- ters Naohiko Umewaka and Jiro 
esco's “Masterpieces of the Oral Fujita, with the UP Noh Ensem- 
and Intangible Heritage of Hu- ble, wil perform the Noh. Call 
талку” will be held at the Pulun- 4267573 or 9818500 loc. 2460. 


BALLET Manila dancers in front of the theater in Chelyabinsk 
showing the Ballet Manila poster 
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steady cultural diet of baller clas- 
sics since youth, reacted to the 
Philippine troupe's classical pro- 
gram, Carmen Suite. Ballet Mani- 
Ta presented an original choreog- 
raphy by the late founder and 
artistic adviser Erie Cruz. 

Tn between performances, the 
group took a tour of the city, in 
particular the Cathedral of All- 
Saints on the Blood, which was 
erected in July 2003 to mark the 
massacre of the Romanov family 
on the same site during the 
bloody Russian civil war that fol- 
lowed the October 1917 Revolu- 
tion, That site, called the Ipatiev 
House, was torn down in 1977 on 
the order of First Party Sec. Boris 
Yeltsin. . 


tiana, 


‘Yekaterinburg, 
1723 and named after St. Cather- 
ine and Peter the Great's wife, 
Ekaterina, is widely known as the 
city where Tsar Nicholas П, his 
wife Alexandra, and their chil- 
dren grand duchesses Olga, Ta- 
Maria, 
Tsarevich Alexei were executed 
by Bolsheviks in July 1918. They 
were canonized as saints by the 


founded т 


2000. 


Anastasia and 


Russian Orthodox Church 


Led by prima ballerina Lisa 
Macuja, a former regular per- 
former for Russia's famous Kirov 
Ballet, later completed three per- 
formances in Perm, which boasts 
of one of the country's best opera 
and ballet theaters. Prior to Yeka- 
terinburg, the group opened its 
2005 tour in Magnitogorsk and 
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BALLET Manila dancers 
at the Kremlin in Moscow 


Chelyabinsk, booming mining 
and engineering cities in 
Chelyabinsk region. 

Ballet Manilz's third tour of 
Russia, which serves as a pre- 
launch event for the commemo- 
ration of the 30th anniversary of 
the establishment of Philippine- 
Russian relations next year, ran 
until Dec. 21 with performances 
in Kirov, Izhevsk and Tyumen. 
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Youth rally behind culture and heritage 


HE START OF THE YEAR IS 

the time to take stock of the 

I heritage situation, to see 
where our heritage journey has 
reached, and to see whether it is ar- 


riving at its destination. 
Not many thought of heritage conservation 


in the far-off 1980s when people believed that 
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cultural heritage shackled us to a dark past. 
Old architecture held neighborhoods and 
towns from progress, they believed. 

Progress demanded replacing the old with 
the new, building anew over the debris of the 
old. The cycle of destruction took away many 
outdated cultural practices that were rapidly 
abandoned and replaced with the new. 

Progress and embracing new ideas are es- 
sential to the growth ofa society. However, re- 
specting the past is vital in keeping the thread 
of national continuity alive no matter the 
march of modernization. 

‘There has been a change of attitudes since 
then. Conservation issues, the Jai Alai and Ar- 
roceros Forest Park demolitions, have become 
rallying points, making more people aware of 
their heritage. Now in many agendas is the 
preservation and revival of Philippine cul 
ture—from architecture to festivals, dances, 
literature, and so much more. 


Student correspondence 

Letters received recently from students at 
the University of Santo Tomas prove that the 
youth is moving into the front lines of conser- 
vation. 

Mary Shella Senga comments on the re- 
vival of the traditional Misa de Gallo proces- 
sion in the Parian of Cebu that ushered in the 
city’s Christmas season last month. 

“The Parian of Cebu is the symbol of 
change or modernization, but at the same 
time, (of) saving the culture and traditions 
that were once experienced by many.. 
Kaguikan sa Parian shows that Cebuanos will 
always be proud of their heritage and they 
‘would always keep in their hearts and minds 
what they had before (while) coping with the 
21st century.” 
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PRIDE 
OF PLACE 


Augusto Е Villalon $ 


Quennie Chiu says that since she has be- 
come aware of conservation, she has "learned. 
more about our culture and (the) heritage of 
our country" 

Jomar Bautista writes that "your column 
opened our eyes to one of the vital reasons 
why we (students) should continue to strive 
to be architects: to reestablish and revive 
structures that pay homage to Philippine cul- 
ture and the arts. You also made us see places 
we failed to recognize as part of our heritage, 
allowing us to think that these places are part 
of our culture...” 

Jansen Alias writes, "You have reminded 
me of some of the things that we sometimes 
are forgetting to consider in architecture, 
such as environment and heritage, which di- 
rectly affect us... neglecting them could be 
detrimental (to) designing an efficient build- 
ing that would hinder the growth and lives of 
people in it.” 

He continues, "Our country is facing differ- 
ent types of challenges today in different 
fields, including architecture. Really, there is 

much to be done in order to make more Fil- 
ipinos realize the unique pride of place in dif- 
ferent regions of the archipelago. 1 believe 
that as Filipinos, each ofus have our own duty 
to serve our nation that is rich in heritage and 
treasures. You have featured how each 
province boasts of a natural or architectural 
wonder, which is great and really something 
to be proud of. 

“Just as you wrote in some of your articles 
(Carcar, Cebu), 1 found out that nothing is im- 
possible if only all of us, i.e. government, citi- 
zens, church, NGOs, etc., would get our act 
together toward one common goal.” 


Everyone's duty 

From Johnus Mirazol come these observa- 
tions, “I have become an enthusiast of archi- 
tectura conservation and preservation. 1 
think it is good that even though we are in a 
period of constructing smart, grand and high- 
rise structures, we still give importance to the 
glorious past and history that we have." 

Mirazol continues: "Buildings and historic 
places are non-living entities, but these are 
mirrors expressing a rich culture and history.. 
but (they) will definitely stand in time, even 
for centuries, and these witnesses will tell us 
of the affiuent culture and patrimony that 
was handed to us by our forefathers.” 

“1 hope that there will come a time that archi- 
tectural heritage conservation and preservation 
will be the duty (not only) of the few, but of all. 
Tes not yet too late to start rebuilding what we 
have lost, for thats the only way that we would 
beable to start the foundation of our future.” 

‘Another UST Architecture student, Julius 
Marzan, writes that articles published on this 
column provide readers the “information on 
what's going on in different places in and out 
of the country,” the “historical significance” of 
structures, and the “need for (their) conserva- 
tion.” 

"Tam also glad that the cultural importance 
is pointed out in your articles, which hopeful- 
dy would boost the enthusiasm of Filipinos (so 
that they could) improve and beautify the 
wealth of our culture, especially in places 
which we can be proud o£" 

Marzan expresses the hope to develop the 
“heart for our nation and the motivation in 
conserving and preserving important struc- 
tures and places which signify the past; (this 
would) help shape a better future for the Fil- 
ipinos." 

As the student letters show, we have come 
quite a way since the 1980s in the quest to 
preserve our heritage. With the growing in- 
volvement of the youth, rediscovering and 
protecting our heritage will become а nation- 
al priority sooner than we expect. 


E-mail the author at afy@hotmail.com 


Only from 
Prestige Cars BMW Makati. 


At Prestige Cars BMW Makati, let your affection 
lead you to confections, and Sheer Driving 
Pleasure. From January 2 to February 15, 
2006 all buyers of BMW automobiles will 
receive special Valentine boxes of worlds 
renowned Swiss Teuscher chocolates - 
available only in the Philippines with your 
purchase of a BMW vehicle from Prestige. 
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Neda chief can’t find 

‘poorest of the poor’ HILI PPI N EDAILY 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr p d 


Senate inquiry sought 
on Gl custody issue 
By TJ Burgonio 


ALTHOUGH HALF OF FILIPINOS ARE SUR- 
viving on less than $2 а day (about P105), the 
Arroyo administration is having a hard time 
finding “the poorest of the poor,” especially in 
Metro Manila. 

The National Economic and Development 


NEDA A4 


SEN. MIRIAM DEFENSOR-SANTIAGO IS 
seeking an inquiry to clarify the US govern- 
ment’ position on the Philippines’ request for 
custody of the four US Marines charged with 
raping a Filipino woman at the Subic Bay 
Freeport in November last year. 
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FRENZIED DEVOTION 
а estimated at halfa millon shows its devotion to the Black Nazarene, A man was trampled to death and dozens were hurtin yesterday's crush of people outside the Quiapo Church. (See Story on Page A16.) 


Ramos gives СМА 
until mid-’07 to quit =“ 


Biazon 


THE SHADOW OF THE "GARCI 
tapes” that has hung over Pres 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo for more 
than seven months is not about to 
disappear. à 
Sen. Rodolfo Biazon yester- 
day said he had five new wit- 
"The President should resign by June nesses “of stature" and at least 
30, 2007, and declare her plans whether two new tape recordings of 
3 to continue in office ... by running as phone conversations that would 
FORMER PRESIDENT FIDEL V. RAMOS YESTERDAY GAVE member of parliament. Obviously, that's a Show "massive" wiretapping of 
President Macapagal-Arroyo until June 30, 2007, to resign wish,” he said. a host of personalities before 
and decide whether she would run for parliament under an Asked about his next move ifhis wish and after the Мау 2004 presi- 
Pun were not granted, Ramos said, “Abangan dential election. 

amended Constitution. па lang ninyo (You just wait). Don’t pan- — "New witnesses will be coming 
Speaking at a press conference in his one-year delay in his original timeframe for ic^ in, new pieces of evidence will be 
offs a р орот Bank in the proposed shift from a presidential to a He continued: “Don't be scared of me. presented,” Biazon told re- 
Makati City, Ramos said he was willing to parliamentary system because he had not Who the hell am I? Relax lang kayo. We're porters, giving a preview of what 
We the President another chance to re. considered the impeachment factor then, doing the work here in general for the could happen when the Senate 

Жопа то his second deadline for the sake Ramos admitted that his support for welfare ofthe people and for our national committee on national defense, 

of national unity. the President was "still waning” and reit- Security" which he chairs, resumes its hea 
Ramos had earlier given the President erated his call for Ms Arroyo to make the Asked if he still supported the Presi ings on the “Hello Garci” tape 

until Jan. 1 to make public her position on “ultimate sacrifice" of cutting short her dent at this point, Ramos said wryly, “Yes, controversy on Jan. 19. 

the no-election in 2007 proposal of the term, which is to expire in 2010, in order but 2^ "And there seems to be an indi: 
WITH HER ОВ NOT? “Yes, but...” ex-President Consultative Commission (ConCom). to put in place the elements necessary for The “but,” he said, will depend on how cation through these new poten? 
Ramos said, when askedifhe зё backed GMA. He said he was willing to accept a а parliamentary form of government. RAMOS AS BIAZON/ AG 


Aussie firm slapped P10.7M in fines for mine spills 


By Blanche S. Rivera 


i Says he still supports President, Биг... 


By Cynthia D. Balana 


Board (PAB) has ruled that Ra- lion because effluents from the The INqURER tried to contact Ыш we are for responsible min- 
puRapu Processing Inc. (КАР), Rapu apt Polymetalic Project Rod Watt, country manager of ing. If they can't do it, then we 
THE GOVERNMENT НАЗ owned by Australian ‘Lafayette site exceeded the acceptable Lafayette Philippines Inc. (LPD, dont need them here- ‘There are 
slapped an Australian firm oper- Mining nc, violated the Clean Wa- cyanide level. but his phone was unattended. ^ many responsible mining opera- 
Sune what had been touted asthe ter Act when it discharged waste It was the biggest fne imposed _ Rogelio Corpus, general man- tors out there," Environment Sec- 
ous Hagship mining project water with a high cyanide content оп апу violator since the Clean ager for operations of LPI, re retary Michael T. Defensor said at 
fines of at least P10.7 million for into creeks on Oct. 11 and 31. Water Act took effect in 2003. The fused to comment on the matter, a press conference yesterday. 
Wo mine spills in the island-mu "The ox waste found its way P10.4-million fine was on top of saying the company had yet to be Defensor, who had branded the 
nicipality of Rapu-Rapu in Albay ко the open sea, allegedly result- the P300,000 paid by Lafayette for notified about it, Rapu-Rapu Polymetallic Project as 
last year, ing in fishkills. violating the provisions of its envi- “We want revitalized mining to the “make-or-break case” for the 
"he Pollution Adjudication ‘The PAB fined RRPI P10.4 mil- ronmental compliance certificate. be the Flagship of the economy, AUSSIE A6 


Кее buss 
Jollijeeps’ give Jollibee run for its money zz: 


certificate (cedula) and voter's ID or 
ag rm, j| Comite cortieaton ready, 

2. Present these documents 
when you fll out an application form 
atthe Metrostores Inc. office, Unit 
5-G, Electra House, VA. Rufino cor- 
ner Esteban Streets, Makati. It'S 
‘open Monday to Friday, 8 a.m. to B 
p.m. There is no application fa. 

3, Walt for Metrostores to сай 
you about any vacancies. There ara 


Arroyos now 

more at home , 
in Palace 

By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


FROM ALL APPEARANCES, 
President Macapagal-Arroyo's 
family seems to be feeling 
more at home in Malacafiang, 
‘where her term of occupancy 
still has four and a half years 
tonn, 

First Gentleman Jose 
Miguel "Mike" Arroyo has 
started moving his office 
equipment and staff to the 
Palace to be closer to the 
President. 

For her part, eldest grand- 
daughter Mikaela Gloria, 3, 
has begun using the sprawl- 

ARROYOS AS 


By Daxim L. Lucas lya lot cheaper to eat here." 

Castro's three coworkers, all 

(Last of three parts) dressed in their gray office-issued 
FERDIE CASTRO USED TO TAKE barong Tagalog, agreed heartily. 
most of his lunches either in the Jollijeep (known to some as 
cafeteria of the building where he “jeepney bar") is the popular 
works or at one of the numerous monicker of the ubiquitous alu- 
ной outlets minum stalls- 
along Makati эа cum-carinderias 
enue ond SPECIAL REPORT . “parked” along Mora than 100 people now on the 
piter Street. Уза i“ many of Makati J Waiting ist 

Now, he finds City's side 4. Submit additional require- 
himself eating more and more at streets, ments which include business per- 
а "Jollijeep"—not Jollibee—food “Before, we used to eat in the mits from the city and the barangay. 
stall behind one of Globe Telecom cafeteria or at the fastfood,” said 1 5. Discuss the terms and condi- 
Inc.'s Makati City offices. ‘one coworker. “But their prices îz tions of the Management and Ser- 

“This is also because of the dif- are going up.” " » " , & vice Contract with Motrostores. 
ficult times," he said in Filipino, А cursory look at Jollijeep out- —MÀ: A. -satsi There Is a one-time deposit of 
puffing on an after-meal cigarette lets around the Central Business AMBULANT RESTAURANTS. Operators of this food stall—a takeoff P5,000, refundable on expiration of 
beside his favorite jeep. "It's real- JOLLyEEPs/Ad ©" the Jollijeeps—wait for diners in Salcedo Village in Makati HOWTO/ A4 
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WEATHERFORECAST 


FORECAST: Visayas and Mindanao wli have cloudy skies wth scat- 
tered rahshowars and Isolated thunderstorms. Widespread rains 
тау tigger ashloods and landslides over E. Visayas and E. Min- 
‘danao. Ê Luzon wl have cloudy Ses with rainshowers, The rest ol 
Luzon win bo ралу cloudy to cloudy wh iso 
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OUTGOING DENR SECRETARY Defensor holds up his hands during a 
press conference at the DENR main officein Quezon City. кинонсос 


Mike D scraps 8,000 
forest mgt agreements 


By Norman Bordadora 


"The areas where Defensor ordered 


logging permits cancelled induded 


ENVIRONMENT SECRETARY 
Michael Defensor yesterday can- 
celled more than 8,000 forest 
management agreements cover- 
ing 22 million hectares of the 
country's forest reserves as many 
of them had become effective cov- 
ers for illegal logging operations. 

Defensor issued the cancellation 
onder as he announced that he would 
fle an indefinite leave from the De- 
partment of Environment and Natural 
Resources to handle President Maca- 
pagal Arroyos schedules and projects 
as her de facto chief of staf. 

He said he decided to cancel 
the forest management agree- 
ments, or logging permits, be- 
cause there were too many of 
them and monitoring each one 
was difficult if not impossible. 

Defensor said there would only 
only be three integrated forest 
management agreements that 
will continue to cover legal log- 
ging operations and all of them 
were in Mindanao. 

"ЧП just three active (agree- 
ments) in these areas, once you 
see a logging operation in, for à 
stance, Luzon, you'd know it’s il- 
legal,” Defensor said. 

Defensor said that a study of the 
cancelled logging agreements 
showed violations such as failure to 
submit comprehensive develop- 
ment and management plans or 
pay the necessary rentals and fees. 


| INSPECTION DATES: JAN. 23; 24 & 25, 2006 


the Ilocos region, Southern Tagalog, 
Bicol, Westem Visayas, 

Visayas, Eastem Visayas, Westem 
Mindanao and the Caraga region. 

With respect to his replace- 
ment, Defensor said the next en- 
vironment secretary should have 
excellent managerial skills, tech- 
nical acumen and a strong will to 
take drastic measures to preserve 
the country's natural resources. 

He said said the officer-in-charge or 
the next appointee should be able to 
make dificult decisions such as the 
cone he had just announced. 

His reference to management 
and technical skills led some ob- 
servers to surmise he was think- 
ing of naming a long-time associ- 
ate, DENR Undersecretary Ar- 
mand de Castro, as officer-in- 
charge after he goes on leave. 

Meanwhile, Bacolod Bishop Vi- 
cente Navarra called on Ms Arroyo 
to appoint a new environment 
secretary who will have the politi- 
cal will to protect the country's re- 
maining forests and environment. 

The people should have a say 
оп the new choice for environ- 
ment secretary, 
voicing concern over continued 
illegal logging activities in some 
areas in the country as well as the 
resumption of mining operations 
which, he said, were damaging to 
the environment. 
Gomes, PDI Visayas Bureau 


Navarra said, 


With Carla 


COUNCIL OF STATE MEETING 


alace drawing up list 
but GMA foes not going 


By Michael Lim Ubac and Christine O. Avendafio 


INVITED OR NOT, SOME OPPOSITION LEADERS ARE POISED TO 
snub the Jan. 24 Council of State meeting called by President 
Macapagal-Arroyo in an effort to reach out to her critics and put an 
end to the political crisis gripping her administration. 


Senate Minority Leader Aquilino Pimentel 
Jr and Bro. Eddie Villanueva of Bangon Pilip- 
inas have said they would not be attending 
the meeting which administration supporters 
said had the “noble purpose of forging greater 
national unity and solidarity.” 

Even if he were invited, Bro. Eddie, leader 
of the Jesus Is Lord movement and erstwhile 
presidential candidate, would not want to be 
seen with President Arroyo, his son party-list 
Rep. Joel Villanueva said. 

“The meeting will only be a deodorizer,” 
the younger Villanueva of the Citizens’ Battle 
‘Against Corruption (Cibac) said. 

His father, he added, would welcome “uni- 
ty talks" between former Presidents Corazon 
‘Aquino, Fidel Ramos and Joseph Estrada be- 
cause "we will support a coalition that will 
bring back justice and righteousness in the 
highest echelons of power.” 

The three former Presidents are automatic 
members of the Council of State. Created by 
Aquino in 1987, its other members include the 
Senate President, the Speaker, deputy speak- 
ers, the president pro-tempore of the Senate 
(Pimentel), the majority and minority leaders 
of both chambers of Congress, the executive 
secretary, Cabinet members and leaders of lo- 
cal government units’ groups such as the 
leagues of governors, mayors and councilors. 

Malacafang has reportedly invited influen- 
tial religious leaders Bro. Mike Velarde of El 
Shaddai, Erafio Manalo of Iglesia Ni Kristo 


and Cebu Archbishop Ricardo Cardinal Vidal 
tothe meeting. 

Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita said the 
Palace was drawing up the final list of people to 
be invited as well as the meeting's agenda. 

“So we can have a good meeting of the 
Council of State which rarely meets and we 
can find out what other sectors want and de- 
termine what programs need to be pushed,” 
he said in Filipino. 

In an interview over dzBB radio, Ermita 
shrugged off allegations the Palace would use 
the meeting for its political ends and the op- 
position as its “props.” 

“Sana ang resolusyon nating lahat ay 
magkaisa muna tayo at isantabi muna natin 
ang batikusan at bigyan natin ang ating 
ekonomiya na pasulong ang pag-unlad at 
hindi tuwi-tuwina na may gagawin ang ad- 
ministration ay para bang mayroon tayong 
kapunahan (Hopefully we would resolve to 
unite and set aside bickering and not al- 
ways criticize the administration to give 
our economy the chance to take off)," he 
said. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye echoed the 
call, saying “this is the time for high states- 
manship and patriotism.” 

"The people are looking up to the leaders of 
this nation to set aside partisanship and stand 
united to address the vital concerns of the 
day—social, economic and political," Bunye 
said in a statement. 


—— TOE 
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Presidential Adviser on Political Affairs 
Gabriel Claudio said the meetings agenda 
would include the proposals to amend the 
Constitution, electoral reform and opportuni- 
ties for the economic takeoff. 

But claiming the council meeting would be 
“all for show,” Deputy Minority Leader Roilo 
Golez yesterday said the President should in- 
stead have a “brutally frank” closed-door dis- 
cussion with former Presidents Aquino and 
Ramos to help solve the country's problems. 

“1 believe the opposition should boycott {the 
council. [It is not the forum for resolving issues 
and the opposition would also be badly oumum- 
bered. It would be better if {the President] meets 
with her equals former Presidents FVR and Cory in 
a dased door meeting," Golez said. 

"They could have a heart to heart talk, where 
as equals, they can openly discuss issues like the 
Саг! tapes, the fertilizer fund scam and Hacien- 
da Luisita in a brutally frank manner with no wit- 
nesses, just them, bound by a confidentiality 
agreement. That would be productive,” he said. 

For their part, administration Representa- 
tives Antonio Cuenco and Marcelino Libanan 
appealed to the opposition to “puta premium 
on patriotism rather than politicking” and 
give the council meeting a chance to succeed. 

In a joint statement, Cuenco and Libanan 
said the opposition's plan to boycott the meet- 
ing means “they are setting aside the public 
welfare for their own interests.” 

“The opposition must realize that the coun- 
cil meeting is being called by President Ar- 
royo not to woo or placate the opposition but 
as а consensus-building effort primarily to 
push the country's economic growth,” said 
the lawmakers, urging Pimentel and Villanue- 
уа to “suspend their judgment about it and be 
willing enough to share their inputs on how to 
address the issues confronting the country.” 

With Philip C. Tubeza 


Solon seeks out-sourcing of gov't services 


By Philip C. Tubeza 
TO CUT THROUGH BUREAUCRATIC RED 


tape and save tax-payers’ money, the adminis- 
tration should seriously consider out-sourc- 
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ing its non-core operations, a senior lawmak- 
er said yesterday. 

Cebu Rep. Eduardo Gullas said assigning 
non-core, back office government operations 
such as payroll administration services to pri- 
vate business process outsourcing (BPO) 
providers would generate billions of pesos in 
savings for the administration. 

"Government may have to go with the trend 
in the private sector and deliberately contract 
out certain internal operating processes that 
may be handled more cost-effectively by spe- 
cialized BPO providers,” Gullas said. 

‘Outsourcing refers to the delegation of spe- 
cific non-core operations of an agency to an 
external entity that specializes in that opera- 
tion, such as paying for the services of third- 
party electricians, plumbers and janitors in- 
stead of a government agency directly em- 
ploying such people. 

Gullas noted that of the P1.04-trillion pro- 
posed 2006 budget, nearly 32 percent or 
P330.5 billion would be used to pay for the 
salaries and benefits of around 980,000 na- 
tional government employees. 

Gullas pointed out that a number of federal 
and state agencies in the United States have 


already started outsourcing non-essential 
functions, particularly information technolo- 
gy-enabled services. 

Initially, he said government could start by 
exploring the possibility of outsourcing pay- 
roll administration services in phases. 

"We reckon that in some large agencies, for 
them to improve their payroll administration, 
they may have to invest a lot of money in new 
IT systems. However, once the service is out- 
sourced altogether, we can let the BPO 
provider worry about spending for the new 
technology" Gullas said. 

In the US, a number of large BPO providers 
have specialized in payroll services, he 
added. 

Gullas cited as examples the Automatic Da- 
ta Processing Inc. and Paychex Inc., two of the 
largest global providers of comprehensive hu- 
man resources outsourcing solutions, includ- 
ing payroll and benefits administration. 

Studies have shown that specialized BPO 
contractors tend to be more cost-efficient, he 
said, adding that this was the reason many 
large US corporations have been outsourcing 
non-core processes, such as customer man- 
agement, a service provided by call centers. 


Stolen Japanese cars seized 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


THE BUREAU OF CUSTOMS YESTERDAY 
confiscated a shipment of right-hand-drive 
vehicles including a late model Toyota, Maz- 
da and Honda which were misdeclared as 
agricultural machineries. 

"The confiscated vehicles, which collective- 
ly cost P13 million, were seized at the port of 
Manila. They were found in two container 
vans consigned to Gacram Trading and 
Pasaram Trading. 

BOC Commissioner Napoleon Morales said 
the consignees would be charged with illegal 
importation and violation of Republic Act 
8506 which bans the importation of right- 
hand drive vehicles. 


Customs officials discovered the illegal 
shipment after a scrutiny of its import docu- 
ments, which were deemed suspicious, and 
based on a tip from its operations and intelli- 
gence office, according to a BOC statement. 

"The BOC also learned that the vehicles had 
been declared stolen in Japan. Customs officials 
suspect that an international syndicate could be 
behind the theft of vehicles in Japan for ship- 
ment to other countries where they are re-sold. 

The newly installed customs commissioner 
has vowed to closely monitor goods that enter 
the country so they could be levied with the 
proper taxes and duties. 

‘The BOC was given a higher target collec- 
tion of P192 billion this year up from P151 bil- 
lion in 2005. 


Arrest warrant for Faeldon out 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


A MAKATI COURT ISSUED YESTERDAY AF- 
ternoon a warrant for the arrest of Marine 
Capt. Nicanor Faeldon, one of the junior mili- 
tary officers who staged a failed coup im 
Makati City more than two years ago. 

Makati Regional Trial Court (RTC) Branch 
148 Judge Oscar Pimentel signed the arrest 
warrant against Faeldon, the court staff told 
the Inquirer. He escaped from his military 
guards on Dec. 14 after a postponed hearing 
in Pimentel's sala. 

‘Along with 31 other soldiers, Faeldon faced 
coup d' etat charges for taking over the plush 


Oakwood apartment-hotels at the Ayala Cen- 
ter in Makati City on July 27, 2003. 

Before guards lost him three weeks ago, 
Faeldon was in the custody of the Intelligence 
Service of the Armed Forces of the Philippines 
along with his fellow “mutineers,” as they also 
faced court-martial proceedings for the coup 
attempt. 

The court staff said Pimentel signed the 
warrant at around 4 p.m. The official issuance 
came after the judge granted on Friday a mo- 
tion the Department of Justice (DOJ) filed 
seeking Faeldon's arrest and the cancellation 
ofa P100,000 cash bond he had posted on Ju- 
ly 19, 2004. 
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6-IN-1 HOSPITAL 


Mega gov't health care 
complex to rise in QC 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


THE GOVERNMENT HAS BEGUN TO INTE- 
grate the resources and facilities of six state- 
Tun hospitals in Metro Manila into one state- 
of-the-art health care complex it hopes will 
help stem the exoduis of the country's medical 
practitioners and bring down the cost of 
health care through economies of scale and 
synergy. 

The proposed Philippine Centers for Spe- 
cialized Healthcare (PCSH) will integrate the 
resources and services of the Philippine Heart 
Center, the Lung Center, the National Kidney 
and Transplant Institute, Philippine Chil- 
dren’s Medical Center, and the East Avenue 
Medical Center in Quezon City. 

It will або include a planned 1,000-bed 
Women's Medical Center, which will take the 
place of the rundown Dr. Jose Fabella Memo- 
rial Hospital in Sta. Cruz, Manila, and will be 
built on a lot adjacent to the Kidney Institute. 

‘The multimillion-peso project will be the 
first of its kind in Asia and is expected to be 
completed by 2010, according to Health Un- 
dersecretary Jade del Mundo. 

“jt will be something that we will all be 
proud of, something that will thrust us into 
the 21st century and beyond,” he told the In- 
Quien in an interview. 

Besides the hospitals, which will be expanded 
and their facilities upgraded, the complex will al- 
зо have a National Reference Laboratory for De- 
generative Diseases, and centers for blood dis- 
eases, brain, cancer and physical therapy and re- 
habilitation. A Medical Ans Building, large 


RP nurses welcome in Hawaii 


LAOAG CITY ~ HAWAII GOV LINDA LINGLE 
said the island state would open its doors to 
more Filipino nurses due to a shortage of 
health care workers, 

Lingle flew to locos Norte on Friday night 
to start her weeklong caravan in the Ilocos re 
gion for the centennial of Filipino migration 
to Hawaii. 

Ina briefing at the Fort locandia Resort and Casi- 
по on Friday Lingle said the state of Hawaii and the. 
province of Ilocos Norte had signed an exchange 
program between their institutions — the University 
of Hawaii and the Mariano Marcos State University 
-in health care and agriculture. 

The agreement is part of the sisterhoo: 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


enough to accommodate the clinics of 1,280 
doctors, will also be constructed. 

“Hi-tech” bridges complete with “travela- 
tors" will connect the hospitals to each other. 

Already being constructed is a bridgeway 
connecting the Philippine Heart Center with 
the nearby East Aventie Medical Center. The 
idea is to decongest the Heart Center by trans- 
ferring patients recuperating from surgery to 
East Avenue, Del Mundo said. 

But more than the complex’s physical ap- 
peal, Del Mundo said the project would trans- 
late to lower healthcare cost and better op- £ 
portunities for health professionals, many of 
whom have left for better jobs abroad. 

“This is one of the governments responses. {5 
to the exodus of health professionals,” he said. № 
The PCSH will devote 70 percent of its re- 
sources to charity cases and the remainder, to 

private patients, Del Mundo said. 

Del Mundo said the PCSH could save 10-20 
percent in the procurement of medicines as drug 
companies give bigger discounts for bulk orders. 

He said the center could also negotiate 
with doctors to lower professional fees, con- 
sidering the advantages available at the com- 
plex. For one, a doctor will only have to pay 
rent for a clinic instead of having to buy ex- 
pensive shares of stock as most private hospi- 
tals require on top of charging hefty rentals. ' 

By consolidating six government hospitals, i 
the PCSH could also afford to lower laboratory 
fees, simply because of volume of patients, Like- 
"wise, the large number of patients will make ac- 
quisition of even the most expensive medical 
equipment economically feasible, he added, 


„thinking . 


lationship between Hawaii and locos Norte № 
that Lingle and Gov. Ferdinand Marcos Jr. | 
forged in February last year. | 

"Our state has a shortage [of nurses] and 
we have many Filipinos who come to our state 
and attempt to pass the state nursing exam," 
Lingle said. 

She said American professors would train 
their counterparts in [locos to give local nurses a 
better chance to pass the state nursing exams. 

The state of Hawaii also signed similar 
agreements with the University of Northern 
Philippines and Virgen Milagrosa University, 
both in Ilocos Sur. Cristina Arzadon, PDI 
Northern Luzon Bureau 
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brand is your. career advantage. 


No more asking husband "do I look fat?" 


"Do 1 look fat?" is something she won't have to ask her 
husband again. Lyn Ching-Pascual is enthused with how Marie 
France shaped her body from a huge American size 10 lo a sexy 
size 4 in just two months. Twelve pounds lighter, she can now 
dress any way she wants. She can show off her body in fitted 
clothes without feeling self-conscious of excess bulges. "Slimming 
down has definitely changed my life. Its so much easier now 
to move around and I'm more confident when dressing up. I 
don't have to wear black all the time. I can dress in white or 
any other color because I know I look good", says a proud Lyn. 


"People compliment me every single day. My friends 


congratulate me because for the first time in my life I have 
become sexy!" For Lyn, who has been fat all her life, compliments 


Since Lyn lost ov 


are certainly music to her ears. "I was an obese child. I weighed 
140 Ibs when I was only 10 years old. It was so bad it got to a 
point that my skin gave up on me. I had stretch marks on my 
legs -at 10 years old! Imagine that!" 


When she got older, Lyn went through different weight-loss 
methods. "Yo-yo dieting... gym (I'd workout religiously for 
months, then stop)...badminton (I'd play everyday, lose weight, 
then stop)... it got to a point when I was on the verge of an 
eating disorder. I looked really, really sick: dry skin... I wasn't 
moving too much because I was always tired... I couldn't breathe 
well... had a lot of problems at that time. Plus, | really love 
food! That's why it's so hard for me to go on a diet. Surgical 
options? Honestly, I would choose to have surgery only if my 


12 pounds and a total of more than 12.5 inches at Marie 


France, she confesses to flaunting her new slim and sexy shape at almost 
every opportunity. "I know it's a bit naughty." she says, "but | just 


can't help it. I'm so proud of the way | look now. I'm awa 


е of the 


"double takes! at the studio, while shopping, and at corporate shows 


it's really great; thanks to Marie France!" 


Tog 


a new sexy shape quickly and easily, call Marie France now for 


a free consultation today. Discover your potential to be naughty! 


ORTIGAS 


CALL 894-BODY (2639) 


/ONGRES PAMPAN 


life depended on it. Because I know something сап still be done 
to get the body I want without resorting to drastic measures. 
Also every time you go under the knife, there's always a 
possibility something might go wrong. I'm not willing to take: 
that chanc 


That's why she couldn't have been happier when she enrolled 
at Marie France. She lost a lot of weight without having to 
resort to invasive procedures or crash diets. "I'm very happy 
because I can still eat whatever I want. I have a sweet tooth so 
Leat 2 bags of caramel popcorn everyday - and I never miss a 
day" Now, everybody's asking how she did it. With a smile, 
she unabashedly utters the words "Marie France.” 


She adds, "Their treatments are very 
easy, very fast, very safe, and very 
convenient for me. After the show 
(Unang Hirit) which ends at around 830- 
8:45am, 1 go straight to Marie France. 
They open early 50 there's no problem 
regarding schedule. It's very convenient 
because whatever I wear when I arrive, 
1 can also wear when I leave. I don't 
have to take a bath or time to rest after 
a heavy workout. At Marie France, you ' 
just lie down and everyone else does 
the work for you. I can sleep and rest * 
while losing weight. Where can you 
get that kind of deal?" 


"People from the audience... the show. 
they tell me that I look good... really 
good, Even a close friend of mine said, 
"L have never seen you this thin before’ 
That's because before, when I used to 
workout a lot, I lost weight but I looked 
bulky. I lost pounds but not inches. 
With Marie France, 1 lose both pounds 
AND inches," Lyn stressed. 


"To women who want to finally get rid 
of those excess pounds this new year, 
Lyn has this to say, "Don't do anything 
else, just Marie France. You will lose 
weight while sleeping. Do something 
for yourself. Go to Marie France because 
your weight-loss is going to last and it 
will make you happy for sure. It made 
me happy.” 


For a FREE body fat analysis and 


consultation with one of our weight», 
loss experts, just call 894-BODY (2639). 


м у 


AS 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Senate inquiry sought on GI custody issue 


Froin page Al 


The senator filed yesterday a 
resolution directing the commit- 
tee on foreign relations, which 
she chairs, to look into the issue 
of custody following the US mili- 
tary’s decision to turn over to 
Japanese authorities an Ameri- 
‘can serviceman accused of killing 
and robbing a Japanese women. 
in Japan. 

Santiago noted that the four 
accused in the rape case had filed 
motions seeking judicial determi- 
mation of probable cause "or a 
stay of arrest," thus delaying the 
local courts’ issuance of warrants 
for their arrest. 

Tn contrast, the US military had 
agreed to hand over the 
21-year-old sailor charged with 
killing the Japanese woman to 
the Japanese authorities early 
this month, she said. 


No legal basis 

"There appears to be no appre- 
ciable legal basis for the diffe 
ence in treatment by the US mil 
tary authorities over the Ате! 
cans accused in the two coun- 
tries,” the senator said in her res- 


Neda chief can’t find 


From page Al 


Authority (Neda) said finding the 
truly penniless Filipinos would 
help the government ensure that 
beneficiaries of its program to 
dole out free instant noodles and 
rice were really the “poorest of 
the poor” and not just pre- 
tenders. 

“anybody can make data to 
prove they are the poorest of the 
poor. The very poor are mobile 
people. They move from place to 
place and the government wants 
to make sure that they are truly 
who they are before it gives them. 
directly food to eat,” Neda Direc- 
tor General Augusto Santos said 
in a phone interview. 
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olution, 

Santiago said the Visiting 
Forces Agreement called for US 
custody of American personnel 
accused of crimes “until comple- 
tion of all judicial proceedings,” 
while Japan's Status of Forces 
Agreement (Sofa) gave the 05 
custody of their personnel “until 
the accused is charged.” 

“Ostensibly, there is a differ- 
ence because while the VFA pro- 
vides for US custody until the ju- 
dicial process is finished, the Sofa 
provides for US custody only until 
the accused is charged in court,” 
she said. 

“The seeming difference be- 
tween the provisions on custody 
of the VFA (Philippines) and Sofa 
(Japan) is negated by the provi- 
sion in the VFA that even if the US 
is entitled to custody, in extraor- 
inary cases, the US, if requested, 
shall take into full account the re- 
quest for Philippine custody,” she 
added. 


General rule on treaties 
‘The senator further pointed 
out that the Vienna Convention 
on the Law of Treaties provided 
that a treaty should be interpret- 


Except for the obvious places 
such as the Smokey Mountain 
and Payatas dumps, grinding 
poverty is not easy to pinpoint, 
according to Santos 

“All modern cities in the world 
have pockets of poverty within 
them and that's not easy to lo- 
cate. Even in rural areas, it's hard 
to say if a family is going hungry 
just by looking at their house,” 
said Santos, also the socioeco- 
nomic planning secretary 

In gathering data on the poor- 
est of the poor, Santos said Neda 
was getting inputs from the Na- 
tional Anti-Poverty Commission 
to ensure that its list of indigents 
was "credible and has integrity.” 

The government has stepped 
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ed in good faith in accordance 
with the ordinary meaning of the 
terms of the treaty as well as its 
purpose. 

“Under this general rule on in- 
terpretation, the VFA ‘extraordi- 
nary case’ exception should be in- 
terpreted in good faith by the 
Americans in the context of re- 
spect for and observance of 
Philippine legal procedures and 
in the light of the purpose to treat 
the Philippines as an ally, equal 
with other American allies,” she 
said. 

In particular, the inquiry would 
determine whether the US had a 
"diplomatic obligation to inter- 
pret the VEA ‘extraordinary case’ 
exception so as to equal to the So- 
fa provision that US custody is al- 
lowed only until the accused 
American is charged in court," 
the senator said. 


RP can't react hastily 

Ifthe inquiry “should prove to 
be fruitless,” the same commit- 
tee should then inquire 
"whether it is necessary to re- 
quest a renegotiation of the 
VFA, to the end that the Philip- 
pine custody provision should 


be amended so as to approxi- 
mate the Japanese custody pro- 
vision," she said. 

Sen. Rodolfo Biazon urged the 
government not to rush to gain 
custody of the four accused with- 
out carefully studying the impl 
cations. 

"We have our processes in this 
country. We can't just react hasti- 
ly without studying all of these. 
Because there are serious impli- 
cations on the credibility of our 
justice system, on the credibility 
of our government in maintain- 
ing its sovereignty and in abiding 
by the provisions of the Visiting 
Forces Agreement,” he said in a 
briefing. 

The difference between the 
УРА and the Sofa should be stud- 
ied, he added. 

Justice Secretary Raul Gonza- 
lez yesterday said the country 
was stuck with the VFA and the 
procedures outlined there in han- 
dling the criminal case against 
the four servicemen. 

“Let us go through the pro- 
cess, we are not a rogue state 
that we do not know how to com- 
ply with our obligations, he 
said, reacting to continuing calls 


‘poorest of the poor’ 


up its antipoverty program, in- 
cluding setting aside part of the 
P35-billion pump-priming pro- 
gram in the first quarter for subsi- 
dizing instant noodles and rice. 

Santos did not say if ће distri- 
bution of free noodles and rice to 
the poorest of the poor was part. 
ofthe subsidized noodles and rice 
program, The subsidized noodles 
and rice will be coursed through 
barangay chairs in poor commu- 
nities, 


More getting hungry 

A growing number of Filipinos 
are going hungry despite an ex- 
panding economy. 

Close to one of every five Fil- 
ipino households is hungry for at 
least one day while more than 
half rank themselves as poor. 

‘A survey conducted by Social 
‘Weather Stations (SWS) in the 
fourth quarter of last year found 
that a record 16.7 percent of Fil- 
ipino families went hungry at 
least one day in the previous 
three months (excluding reli- 
gious fasting). 

SWS placed the number of 
families that went hungry at 2.8 
million, equivalent to 14 million 
people. The average household in 
the country has five members. 

Santos played down the results. 
of the survey mainly because the 
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District reveals a business that is 
not only doing well, but is boom- 
ing. 

‘According to — Ledenila 
Camilon, her Jollijeep operation 
behind the Pacific Star building at 
the comer of Sen. Gil Puyat and 
Makati avenues generates up to 
9,000 worth of sales on any giv- 
en day from P2,000 worth of mar- 
ket expenses. 

"On good days, we sell a lot of 
food, especially during lunch and 
merienda,” she said. 


Bad days? 

‘And how much does she gross 
on "bad days?" 

"Sometimes, when business is 
slow, it can go as low as P7,000 
per day" she said. 

Her smile and the steady 
stream of office employees lining 
up to have lunch way past 1 p.m. 
suggest that those bad days come 
few and far between, 

Camilon has been manning her 
Jollijeep at her present location 
for over two years now. She said 
she had nothing to complain 
about, especially since she oper- 
ates one of only two food stalls 
behind the Pacific Star and Petron 
MegaPlaza office towers and the 
former head office of Far East 
Bank. 


Creek comes with the meal 
"That her stall sits beside a pol- 
luted creek doesn't seem to both- 
er her customers, who are happy 
‘enough to have a set meal of one 
cup of rice, one viand and one 
bottle of softdrinks for only P50. 
Diners who can't stand the 
noonday heat would take out 
their lunches in styrofoam and 
plastic containers and eat them 
back in their airconditioned of- 


poll was a self-rated exercise in 
which the respondents gave their 
take on their economic status. 

In contrast, the National Statis- 
tics Office bases a person's poverty 
on hard facts such as nutrition lev- 
els, according to the Neda chief. 

Santos said it was human na- 
ture to exaggerate one's situa- 
tion. "If you ask one guy if he is 
poor or hungry, he'd say yes be- 
cause he wants more money or he 
wants more to eat.” 


Papal nuncio 

At the vin d'honneur last night 

in Malacafiang, Papal Nuncio An- 
tonio Franco urged President 
Macapagal-Arroyo to properly 
address poverty. 
Looking at the future with the 
experience of the past, we all wish 
you to give better answers to the 
needs and expectations of the peo- 
ple and to contribute to eradicate 
the causes of poverty and social ten- 
sions," Franco said in his speech. 

Ms Arroyo acknowledged that 
the people were getting "impa- 
tient" over the lack of improve- 
mentin their lives. 

She said she was making it a 
priority to make sure that the 
benefits of a strong peso, stock 
market and bonds would trickle 
downto the poor 

"We recognize that the benefits 


‘Jollijeeps’ give Jollibee 


fices, she said. 

"Around the corner, you'll have 
to pay at least P100 per meal,” 
Camilon said, pouting her lips at 
the branch of a popular Chinese 
fastfood chain, 

So successful have Jollijeeps 
become that mainstream fastfood 
outlets, like Jollibee, are worried 
about the slow but steady migra- 
tion of diners to competitors 
some people once dismissed as 
purveyors of “hepa food.” 

‘The label sprang from rumors 
that the allegedly unsanitary 
practices of some Jollijeep opera- 
tors had caused several diners to 
be infected with hepatitis A. 

Managers and crew members 
ofa nearby Jollibee admitted pri- 
vately that they were worried not 
about rival fastfood outlets, but 
about the drawing power of the 
Jollijeeps, which seems to in- 
crease in the face of economic 
hardship. 


Exclusive franchise 

“Sales remain strong, but our 
lines are slightly shorter,” said 
one supervisor. 

Since the volume of diners at 
nearby fastfood restaurants re- 
mains unchanged, he believes 
that former patrons must be shift- 
ing toward cheaper dining alter- 
natives. 

"The success of the Jollijeep has 
not escaped the attention of local 
government regulators 

From an unregulated industry 
requiring operators to pay only 
daily parking fees has risen a 
company called Metrostores Inc. 
that holds the exclusive franchise 
for the food stalls. 

"Jollijeep" is now the official 
name of the business, and annual 
fees are now paid by franchisees 
for registration, licensing and 
sanitary permits, 


for the government to move ag- 
gressively to take custody of the 
US servicemen. 

He said it was enough that the 
Department of Foreign Affairs 
had already asked the US govern- 
ment to turn over custody of the 
accused Americans to the country 
and it was set to reiterate the re- 
quest. 


Compliance in good faith 
"Under international law, 
when you enter into a treaty, 
you are supposed to comply in 
good faith and implement it in 
good faith unless the situation 
suddenly changes that you can- 
not anymore implement it. Then 
you can ask to either abrogate ог 
renegotiate it," he said in a tele- 
phone interview with the In- 


QUIRER. 
Gonzalez said Senators 
Aquilino Pimentel Jr. and 


Richard Gordon—who pressed 
for the country to take custody 
of the American soldiers in view 
of the Japan experience—could 
only be voicing “emotional sen- 
timents.” 

"But 1 cannot be guided by 
emotional sentiments, I have to 


apparent at the top of the eco- 
nomic pyramid are not being felt 
by the very people who need it 
most. I have asked my Cabinet to 
allocate P35 billion immediately 
to bring near-term improvement 
to the lives of the people,” the 
President said. 

Ms Arroyo said the second 
phase of her economic reforms 
‘was meant to bring the benefits of 
macroeconomic improvements to 
the people. “For the first time in 
years, we have resources to sus- 
tain our investment in the people 
and not just feed the beast of debt 
service,” she said. 

‘An administration that fails to 
address hunger has no reason to 
remain in power, said Anakpawis 
Rep. Crispin Beltran. 


Wage increase 

‘Alarmed over the results of the 
SWS survey, Beltran pressed 
anew for the passage of House 
Bill No. 345 calling for a P125 
across-the-board wage increase. 

In a statement, Beltran said 
one way of addressing the grow- 
ing number of Filipinos going 
hungry was to implement a na- 
tionwide wage increase. 

He said a wage increase was 
the first step toward strengthen 
ing the purchasing capacity of the 
working poor at a time of high 


Recently the Makati govern- 
ment even increased from P300 
to P360 its charge for the annual 
mayors permit for these food 
stalls, which are classified as 
“carinderia” operations under the 
city's business code. 

The fees don't seem to deter 
Jollijeep operators or those aspir- 
ing to get into the business, says 
Pablo Glean, officer in charge of 
the city’s Business Permits Office. 

"There are many applicants 
who come to us every day, and I 
understand the waiting list with 
Metrostores is very long," he told 
the INQUIRER. 

Despite this, diners are not 
about to experience a sudden 
tidal wave of Jolljeep stalls 
sweeping across Makati. 


Power of ‘mosquitoes’ 

“There are 124 Jollijeep stalls 
around Makati,” Glean said. 
“That's a constant number.” 

He said the ceiling on the num- 
ber of operators was set by the 
city government and by the Ay- 
ala-owned firm that administers 
the Central Business District, in 
consultation with Metrostores, so 
as not to kill other food establish- 
ments in the area, 

“There's an agreement between 
them so that the bigger restaurants 
will not die,” Glean said. 

The remark was not without 
some irony. After all, nobody 
could have imagined that what 
was once a “mosquito business" 
could pose a threat to anyone, es- 
pecially the more established 
fastfood stores. 


Ferdie doesn’t mind 
"The limited slots means operators 
are holding on tightly to their Jolli- 
jeep franchises. Only few opt not to 
Tenew their licenses each year. 
"There are some who leave the 
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follow what the law says ... You 
know they were the ones who rat- 
ified this,” he said of the Senate. 

Aside from the contentious is- 
sues of custody and jurisdiction, 
the judge trying the case expects 
another snag to crop up—where 
tojail the accused. n 

Judge Renato Dilag told the In-^ 
Quine in a phone interview оп 
Monday the court could not uni- 
laterally decide on a place of de- 
tention. 

Dilag said Paragraph 10, Arti 
cle 5 of the Visiting Forces 
Agreement stated that "both ' 
parties may agree on the place ; 
"where the accused may be de- 
tained." 

In Dilags interpretation, that 
provision meant that the prison 
facility must be approved by the. 
Philippine and the US govern- 
ments. 

"So even if I issue the arrest , 
‘warrants when I find probable 
cause to do that, I cannot imme- 
diately send them off to a local 
jail of my court's choice,” he said. 

With reports from Armand N, 
Nocum, Volt Contreras and 
Tonette Orejas, PDI Central Lu- 
zon Desk 


prices of goods and services. 

The rising cost of living has 
been largely due to high fuel 
prices and power rates and the 
implementation of the 10 percent 
expanded value-added tax (VAT) 
The VAT rate will be raised to 12 
percent in February. 

Beltran, a former labor leader, 
noted that half a decade had 
passed since labor groups first 
pressed for a legislated nation- 
wide wage increase. 

“Back in 1999, P460 was the 
average daily cost of living. It rose 
to at least P667 as of September 
last year. Yet no substantial wage 
increase has been granted to en- 
sure that wages keep up with ex- 
penditures," he noted. 

Beltran said the need for a 
wage hike had become more ur- 
gent because of the Arroyo ad- 
ministration's “quadruple wham- 
mies" against the working class 
Jast year—more taxes, more price y 
increases, more rate hikes апд. 
more holiday declarations. 

"The reality is that more chil- 
dren are subsisting on pagpag (те 
cycled and discarded food), and 
more workers are waging strikes 
because of oppressively low. 
wages, as the Hacienda Luisita 
strike shows,” he said. With a re- 
port from Delfin T. Mallari Jr, 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


How to start 
a Jollijeep 
business 
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contract. 

Metrostores will also collect 
P500 dally from each Jolli- 
Jeep—P350 in management © 
and service fee and P150 In 
parking fee. Jollijeep operators 
are expected to comply with 
the city's cleanliness and sani- 
tation standards, and pay the 
required taxes yearly. 

6. Metrostores will then en- 
dorse you to the city's social 
welfare department, which 
takes care of the interests of 
food vendors who used to sell 
food in vehicles they would 
park anywhere in the commer- 
cial business district until they 
‘were displaced by the Jolli- 
Jeeps. 

Atter this, you can start op- 
erating the Jollijeep assigned 
toyou. 

(For inquiries, call Metros- 
tores Inc. at 812-0803 or 
892-0731) Jamle Alarcon and 
Chona Galang, PDI Research 


business, but its very rare, and 
there are many waiting in line 
who will gladly take their place, 
Glean said, noting that it was dif- 
ficult to find a business that raked 
in P9,000 at the end of the day on + 
morning capital of only P2,000. 

Office workers, like Ferdie Cas- ` 
tro, don't mind if people, like 
Ledenila Camilon, make a killing 
day in and day out, as long as they 
get good value for their money. 

Not even the thought of con- 
acting “hepa” scares Ferdi and 
his friends—as long as, they say, 
the meal is "delicious and cheap." 

Standing within earshot, 
Camilon breaks into a grin while 
serving merienda to a long line of 
people clad in barong. 
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Pilots who Disgruntled PAF colonel wants Senate custody’ 


want out By Alcuin Papa lawyerHomobonoAdazasaid. million in savings in its personnel AFP Public Information Office allowances were part of the Direct 
“He wants to be transferred to office was spent. He also ques- chief Col. Tristan Kison, ina briefing Support Fund which is used for the 
com 1 ai n f DISGRUNTLED AIR FORCE COL. the custody of Senator [Rodolfo] tioned the monthly allowances of with reporters, said the military upkeep ‘of commanders’ offices. 
p 1 0 Efren Daquil has asked to be Biazon. He is willing to tell all,” P45,000 each for wing comman- should have custody of Радий. “Pri- Адата said that on the request 
placed in the custody of the Senate Адата said in a phone interview. ders and 8,500 each for their mary jurisdiction (over Daquil) be- of PAF commanding general Lt. 
harassment ее  BiavonchaistheSenatenational deputies on top oftheir salaries. longstothe lrForce,"hesad. Gen. Jose Reyes, Daquil had 
a day after he ound a iY ® defense and security committee Абаза said Daquil had de- Те Air Force defended the agreed to а mutual ‘moratorium’ 
dee hidden in he ese quamer, his andisaformer Ammed Fores ofthe plored the bugging of his room as spying, saying it was necessary on interviews with the press until 
By Nikko Dizon lawyer said yesterday. Philippines chief of staff. ап invasion of privacy He, how- forintelligence-gathering. .the Air Force Provost Marshal 
Daquil made the request in a Ina press conference last week, ever, had yet to make a formal re- The Air Force leadership also ex- shall have finished his investiga- 
A NUMBER OF PHILIPPINE AR lens ie Big Gen Francisco Vila адай ай asked theleadershipof quest to Biazon regarding cus- plinedthattheP2Omilionwasspent tion of probable violations of the 
Force (PAF) pilots want out but the Jr, Villamor camp commander, the Air Force to explain how P30 ‘оу, Adaza said. оп sports gear for personnel and ће Articles of War by Радий. 
military hierarchy has been allegedly 
siting on their resignation leer. 
“tfsharasment pin andsimpl,” Coast Guard : - = 
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кемен fate ша week “They ше Faces to stop oil 


making us rot here." E n 

"The pilot requested anonymity, spill off Semirara 
citing his pending resignation 
from the Air Force. By Leila B. Salaverria 

The pilot said that PAF Com- 
manding General (CG), Lt. Gen. THE PHILIPPINE COAST GUARD 
Jose Reyes, had returned some of is racing to control a spill of over 
the resignation letters last year 162,000 liters of oil that seeped 
for “unexplained reasons.” out of a National Power Corp. 

Sought for comment, Reyes de- barge that ran aground along 
nied that he rejected the resigna- with а Napocor tanker in Semi- 
tions of some of the pilots. rara, Antique, on Dec. 19 last 

He said some resignations year. 
were returned because they ‘With some 2,480 sacks of oil- 
lacked documents. contaminated debris already col- 

“Nevertheless, I ordered some lected in a three-week period, 
of the resignation letters pro- PCG commandant Vice Admiral 
cessed even if they lacked some Arthur Gosingan directed Coast 
documents. We'll just attach them. Guard personnel to intensify the 
later on,” Reyes said. cleanup operations. 

“The plotalsosaid that Reyes issued Не also instructed local PCG 
“a verbal instruction” that the pilots officials to hold daily assessment 
could not apply for terminal leave. meetings and closely monitor the 

“The reason cited was because cleanup process to ensure that 
pilots usually go on terminal there would be no delays, Coast 
leave to find employment outside Guard spokesperson Commander 
the military or train as commer- Joseph Coyme said. 
cial airline pilots,” he said. “We want to keep a close 

He added that at least two pi- watch on the cleanup of the oil 
lots had gone AWOL because of spill and to speed it up because 


тачке 


EDT 


this directive. we are very concerned about its 
In a subseqüentinterview yes- effects on the environment. Resi- The new Leak-proof System features: 
terday, the pilot told the Inouiner dents of the surrounding com- 
that curiously, the Air Force lead- munities are very worried over v Patented Rubber Gasket Seal Ring 
ership started attending to the the situation,” Coyme said in an v Dual Attachment System (either Solvent cement 
теран Dum tad ve " к or improved Rubber O-ring seals) a 
The pilot said he had submit- е Coast Guard is also in * = 
ted his resignation letter middle charge of protecting the marine Patented Built-in Slope Design D 
of last year. environment. + Deeper Socket Connection < / 
According to Maj. Augusto de _ The cleanup of approximately Plus : Our pipes are compliant to the Global ISO heavy duty stano: 


la Pefia, incoming spokesperson 162,160 liters of oil is expected to 
ofthe Air Force, there were 24Air take four months, although 
Force pilots who filed their resig- Coyme said the PCG was aiming 
nation last year. to shorten that time, 
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Ramos gives GMA until mid-2007 to quit 


Sh b A ith t b ^ b d 5 пава bee respond to He said he would ask the party 
his second deadline. during its forthcoming convention. 
e can be Joan of Arc without being burne Ire ca qo ib 
aape | Malay ninyo naman (For all you whether to accept or reject the pro- 
know), I'm giving the Presidenta posal for no elections in 2007. 
chance. Abangan na lang ninyo On the need to cut short the Pres- 
(Just wait for You don't build ident’s term, Ramos said this would 
public opinion in one day" he allow Congress to act swiftly on the 
said, adding that his support for proposal to amend the Constitu- 
any President was always inci- боп, embark on an information 
dental to national interest. ‘campaign and hold a referendum. 
Former President Joseph Estra- Ramos warned the President 
da said in a statement that against a possible revolt by the 
Ramos’ timeline for Ms Arroyo to masses because of what he con- 
resign in June 2007 was too long. sidered the widening gap be- 
“The people have suffered much tween the poor and the rich. 
in the last five years as shown in re- He reminded the media that he 
cent stirveys and for them to wait had been sticking his neck out 
for 2007 is too much,” he said, since he was a young soldier and 
warming that this could lead to a that he wanted young leaders to 


By Cynthia Balana tions by June 2007. 
and Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes Last night, Ramos joined the 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau traditional diplomatic gathering 
at the Palace—the vin d'hon- 
HEIS DESCRIBED ASAPSYWAR  neur—hosted by Ms Arroyo. 
expert and yesterday he demon- Не stood side by side with the 
strated why. President on stage as she offered 
Reading from previous pub- a toast to the diplomatic com- 
| lished interviews of himself munity. 
3| both here and abroad in a Рог the first time, Ramos 
wide-ranging news confer- spoke in detail about his meet- 
ence, former President Fidel V. ing in his office with Senate 
| Ramos made clear where he President Franklin Drilon and 
stood in the continuing politi- former Sen. Vicente Sotto III, 
cal crisis hounding President whois allied with ousted Presi- 
"| Macapagal-Arroyo. dent Joseph Estrada, last 
sa| “My support for President Ar- month. 


| y support for Pı ў й breakdown in peace and order. do the same. 
rf" ‘royo is incidental,” he quoted He said he was asked during "As I have said repeatedly be- Ramos said during President 
опе report. “She has to dosome- the meeting, held upon the re- PRESIDENT Arroyo and former Pı nt Fidel V. Ramos toast the fore, a hungry stomach knows no Corazon Aquino's administration, "I 
thing, noble—cut short her quest of Drilon and Sotto, if he new year during the vin d'honneur in Malacafiang. ewnmasms | law,” said Estrada, who was oust- stuck my neck out and I supported 
term.” _ у was willing to join a covenant ^ 3 ed by a “people power” uprising her nine times and I'm talking about 
‘Quoting from a Time maga- with Aquino and Estrada. election. е televised news conference, in 2000 ad replaced by then Vice coup attempts.. That was a 
^| zine article on the need for a SES Ramos was largely credit "The point is young leaders | President Macapagal-Arr оа) situa 
wb mew political system in the No unity with Erap with having salvaged the totter- must emerge. This is a country videram НАНА Dess аша Wio uae 


о у a This is a count Ramos acknowledged that the want to go into агай over again?” 
va] Philippines, Ramos said, "The “I said I suppose that ing Arroyo presidency at that of 85 million Filipinos,” he said, И aie еН 


ish the position, the greater covenantistounseattheincum- time. Last month, he described “It is time for the young to pick А 1 т 
ео the bent Although I did not get an as a "monumental blunder” a up the mantle of responsibility ЭШНЕ patus бы к ныр кошо 
“| line" answer to that, I said, ‘Look, | recommendation by Ms Arroyo's from the elders.” cannot control all the elements drag soldiers and policemen into 
; А ЭШ not be part of a covenant handpicked Constitutional He pointed to the example of | thar go into her decsion-mak- the political controversy 
ipino Joan of Arc? With Estrada unless there is а Commission to do away with Germany, which recently elect- | ing "he said ees Qo sek ы алик 
M He also mentioned a previous closure to the case pending elections in 2007 to pave the еда 51-year-old leader. When reminded that he had should not gloat about itive 
aa also mentioned A preon against him in the Sandigan, be- way for the institution of a par- He said he had meetings with | been harsh on the President by economic indicators like die GP 
e| Кае е 1987 Constitution cause 1 would end up influenc- liamentary system and elections various opposition leaders but | giving her deadlines Ramos in- (gross domestic produc) but 
| to meet the needs of the times: ing the court.’ in2010. had to turn down some requests | sisted that he only did so twice. should confront the issue of pover- 
| “President Arroyo can be the “Secondly, 1 already had my 5 for meetings by others because ^| — ty right away as this bred commu- 
Joan of Arc of the Philippines own formula for constitutional No parliamentary post he had to spend time with his | First deadline not ignored nist rebels or suicide bombers. 
„| without being burned at the change with a timeline for the The former Armed Forces family He showed a photograph Contrary to the public perception. On the Council of State, tw be 
stake.” ange WF our total condition, chief of staff said he had no in- during a tattooing session with | that his first deadline was ignored, presided over by Ms Arroyo, Ramos 
^ laughter from reporters, motjestleadership,buteconom- tention of serving as president family members on Dec. 29. The | Ramos said the President had E eo и 
Ramos aati You think fis fun. ic, credit rating, peace and order or prime minister in the pro- pictureshowed him inan under- | him that she already had referred would Gita radar ast having, 
ny. No, it is not. It is very seri- and power restoration.” posed parliamentary system. shirt with a tiger tattoo on his | theConCom reporton theproposed would yield positive Sais ge 
ous.” DHlon broke away from Ms ` "Ihaditunderonehat—both right bicep. Reece S Da оао а tory on Page Ado 
he 77-year-old Ramos then Arroyo amid mounting calls for asheadofstateandhead ofgov- Speaker Jose de Venecia | Congress and would rather have Не peu esa te an 
repeated i “timeline” for polite the Presidents resignation, This ement, There will be a demo- called Ramos a “master practi- | the people decideon it. ена gig rier +4 
реа Hr һай been ham. followed sevelatlons in the*Hel- tion for me И accept one or the tionerofpsywar" and said the | He also said the Presidents de. the issues of politcal instability, а 
erne we Amendments то he lo Garci wiretaps which al. othe” Ramos, a graduate ofthe opposition must not be deceived | cision to convene the Council of second im rests a 
Constitution and а plebiscite but legedly indicated Ms Arroyo US Military Academy at West into believing they had “cap- $ рек рі 


State and the national directorate авар 
«| йв а new elementele. stole the May 2004 presidental Point, said during the nationally tured him.” а 


E month was a "sign" of a "definite With a report from Nelson E Flores 
. ' . . 
Biazon says he has 5 wiretap witnesses, 2 new tape recordings 
FrompageAl Election Commissioner Virgilio ^ “These three can’t be bribed,” complaint which the Presidents «Ттт not yet ready to give you from вар” Biazon said. 
tial testimonies and additional Garcillano. the senator said. “Their arms backers in Congress quashed. _hintsastowhotheyare,"hesaid. Ап INQumz special report in 
pieces of evidence that it was a : cant be twisted because they September mentioned sophisti- 
massive operation of wiretapping EO 464 can't touch them have their own stature in the first Several voices Traceable to Іѕаїр cated Isafp bugging equipment 
in relation to the conduct of elec- He refused to identify the new place.” “ had finally examined them,  TheIsafphad been tagged as the from the United States, purport- 
tions of 2004,” he said: witnesses lest they become tar- Я т and | think they're authentic agency thathad wiretappedGarcil- edly to be used to track down sus- 
gets of threats to prevent them Tapes are ‘authentic’ enough to be presented and beac- lano, but the military leadership pected terrorists. 
Only | ready to talk from appearing before the Sen- “1 don't think these people can ceptable in the conduct of the hear- has consistently denied this. ‘The equipment included a 
However, only one of the five ate. be influenced by anyone, includ- ings," Biazon said ofthe new tapes, "I already have in my hands handy computer no bigger than 
ее “They will be identified on the ing the Senate committee,” he He did notsayhowhe got hold communication which is telling me ап attaché case which could in 
attendance at next week's hear- day ofthe hearing. They're free to added. of them. Who the source of the three tapes  tercept phone conversations and 
ing, Biazon said, adding that he move (around),” he said. Biazon said he actually had three The tapes run from 151025 min- are... I'm not saying Isafp. Гау. record the voices of pre-pro- 
Wi mill tying to convince the ‘The witnesses also are not cov- tapes but two ofthese were ident. ше and cover conversations of dif. ing that its traceable to Somebody grammed targets. 
others to come forward. ered by the controversial Execu- cal and he had listened to them and ferent individuals from January to 
He said three of the witnesses tive Order No. 464, which bars found them to be “authentc.” June 2004, according to Biazon. 
were significant” while the other people in the administration, in- “These are in addition to фе "(There were] several conver- Arroyos now more 
two could corroborate their testi- cluding the Armed Forces and the mother ofall tapes,” he said, referring sations, different voices, different fn. 
monies. police, from testifying in to the Gard tapes on which Ms Ar- dates, and there is an annotator,” : 
The senator said. the testi- Congress without Ms Arroyo's royo and Garcillano were heard talk- Не said. From page Al wife and grandchildren. 
monies of the new witnesses and consent, the senator said. ing about alleged ways to tamper Biazon also declined to identify 8 Palace grounds for horseback Mike Arroyo gifted Mikaela 


thenewtapeswould indicate that This would suggest that the withthe resuks ofthe 2004elections. the individuals wiretapped, but iding lessons on a P15,000 pony. with a pony for Christmas after 
the eavesdropping operations new witnesses were not govern- _Therelease ofthe tapesinJune said that the tapes could be traced _ Mike Arroyo will move into the his eldest apo took to horseback 
‘were not confined to the wiretap- ment people, or at least were no lastyear plunged the Arroyo pres- to "somebody" from the Intelli- office formerly occupied by Press riding during the family's Christ- 

ping of phone conversations be- longer in government, if they ev- idency into its worst political cri- gence Services ofthe Armed Forces Secretary Ignacio Bunye on the mas vacation in Baguio City. 
tween Ms Arroyo and former erwere. sis, triggering an impeachment of the Philippines (Isafp). second floor of the main Palace Mikaela was seen having а 
building. grand time riding Фе 
. P The office used to be the Бей. horse—bought in Batangas—in 
Aussie firm slapped P10.7M in fines ЕЗЕК 
. nand Marcos. yesterday, with a yaya and two 

Bunye confirmed that ће and the male assistants. 

From page Al ‘© А comprehensive pollution resuming operations. The latest sampling done by First Gentleman would swap offices Apparently, Mikaela has taken 
Philippines revitalized mining in- control program, including plans “Мо temporary lifting order the EMB was on Jan. 6, and the 25 part of Ms Arroyo's plan to con- ар interest in the hobby of her 
dusty, said the maximum fine іт. and specifications of the antipol- shall be considered until the com- team found one sampling point in solidate the Malacafiang communi- daddy, Pampanga Rep. Juan 


posed on Lafayette was meant to lution facility. any has fulfilled all the require- Rapu-Rapu that had high cyanide cation Smp o the third floor of Miguel Arroyo, who is a horse 
prevent similar occurrences at oth- ө Budget and chart of the ac- err Defensor said. levels. the New Executive Building (NEB) breeder, 
ег mining projects. tivities. б "Тһе P10.4 million is just the ini- Outside the main Palace compound. 
I is well within the capability ^ e A surety bond of 25 percent Gold milling stopped tial fine. We will continue to fine Change ofheart Only yesterday 
of the respondent (RRP) to рге. of the total cost of the pollution Lafayette was ordered to stop them until they have complied with ү 8 Mike Arroyo's roosting at the 
vent (mine spills) should it only ex- control program. gold milling operations on Nov. the EMB standards,” Medrano said. Mike Arroyo started moving palace comes just six months af- 
ercise prudence in the conduct of e A detailed description ofthe 14 after a defective valve and _ The EMB, however is still com- out his office equipment from ће ter Ms Arroyo announced that her 
its business affairs,” he said. interim remedial measures to heavy rains forced the company puting the additional fines from NEB building yesterday. husband would go abroad to take 
‘The project is said to be worth mitigate pollution pending the to discharge waste water into the ес. 15 to Jan. 6. Bunyes transfer was supposed to some of the heat off her adminis- 
P10.4 billion. completion of the pollution con- creeks last October. The DENR is one of the lead coincide with the transfer of the tration. 
The Department of Environ- trol program. Lolibeth Medrano, director of agencies tasked with promoting Press Office to the NEB, but Ms Ar- At that time, Mike Arroyo, his el- 


ment and Natural Resources also ө Employment of a pollution the Environmental Management mining as the backbone of ће Аг. !0yO had a change of heart about dest son and brother were being 
{ upheld the suspension of control officer duly accredited by Bureau, said the P10.4-million royo administration's economic banishing the reporters from their linked to huge “jueteng” pay- 


Lafayette's gold mining operation. the DENR. fine was the accumulated maxi- program. current perch in the Kalayaan Hall offs—allegations they де 

i e v A notarized undertaking from mum penalty of P200,000 day — Bnvironmentalis and the Eu. building. nied—while Ms Arroyo herself, 

Conditions the company showing proof of for companies that violate the ropean Commission have noted Ms Arroyo found out for herself hounded by accusations that she 

Lafayette will be allowed tore- compliance with all the conditions. Clean Water Act. the conflicting mandate of the һом сігалі tiring it would befor had cheated in the 2004 elections, 
sume operations only after it had Lafayette was also required to Тһе amount represented the agency, which is also supposed to media people to have to walk from was. struggling to keep her job. 

зоте ореол отуда аай rehabilitate its setting, polishing fines from Oct. 11, the first mine ensure resources conservation, the NEB to the main Palace com- The voluntary "sel exile" tumed 


„ ““& Anapprovedenvironmental and event ponds to ensure that spill, to Dec. 14, the latest sam. With a reportfrom Gil FrancisG. pound for their daily news coverage. out to be a short one, with the First 
Si management system ог 180 they could hold mine wastes and pling date before the PAB issued Arevalo, PDI Southern Luzon Bu- Bunye said the First Gentle- Gentleman fitting back and forth to 
2 14001 certification, effluents from the project before йз decision against RRPI. reau man wanted to be closer to his the Philippines during that period. 
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breathing on his own on Monday, 
Fewer females are born as sec- MorYosef, director of Jerusalem's 
found that there were about half a “If this practice has been com- and emotionally accepted if there help him regain consciousness. 
abortion of female fetuses is the by the Indian Medical Association medical termination of pregnan- Ea ашна дын] | began weaning Sharon off drugs 
World's top polluters to fight climate change in alternative meet . Sree ee 


the first positive sign as doctors 
tuses may have been aborted in India over the ond and third children if the first Hadassah hospital, told reporters. 
Phen fewer giisbom inthe coun mon for most of the past two is a son, but a daughters arrival is Чы pecceas crea] for dete 
ost plausible explanation for which has said that five million cy based on the sex of the fetus that have kept in an induced co- 
а good chance he will live. 


ry 
№ 
Th "WORLD Editor Luverne B. Gueco 
S l ti b ti wee 
e hi 
blamed for India’s oe 
1 JERUSALEM—ISRAELI PRIME 
e e е 
tried to rouse him from a medically 
induced coma to assess brain dam- 
age from a massive stroke. 
“He is still connected to respirators 
that help him but the prime minister 
past two decades, according to research pub- ты A A As Israelis kept anxious vigil for 
A е researchers said lack o the 77-year-old lead м 
lished on Monday. girls as a second or third child is peas а 
Ateamofsdentsswhoanalyzed ly" said Dr. Prabhat Jha, ofthe more pronounced in educated, their conflict with the Palestinians, 
female fertility figures from a nation- University of Toronto in Canada, rather than illiterate, women Sharon's medical team gradually 
tryin 1997 than expected. decades since access to ultrasound often unwelcome if the couple al- mining the extent Sharon's faculties 
'Errapolated over 20 years, thefig- become widespread, then a figure ready have a daughter” Prof have been impaired and his chances 
we would be 10 milion, the re- of 10 million missing female births Shirish Sheth, ofthe Breach Candy for survival, though outside experts 
Searchers said in a report published would not be unreasonable,” he Hospital in Mumbai, India, said in say there is no guarantee he will 
online by The Lancet medical journal. added in a statement. а commentary on the report. awaken from anaesthesia. 
the skewed sex ratio. female fetuses are killed in India have been illegal since 1994, but | JUMP START ma since suffering the stroke on 
“We conservatively estimate each year. ‘Sheth said there is published evi- | Three dogs jump rope witha trainer for the dog circus ata Tokyo | Wednesday, they reported he had 
that prenatal sex determination Ља and his team found that dence of rampant female fericide shopping mall аз an event of the Year of the Dog Jan. 9. The trick | begun taking breaths. 
and selective abortion account thesexofthepreviouschildwasa іп India where daughters аге re- dogs attract shoppers for Japan's New Year holidays. e “Тв is one stage, a first 
for 0.5 million missing girls year- determining factor in whether a gardedasa liability, Reuters stage,” Mor-Yosef said. 
CANBERRA—SIX OF THE growth. and Climate—a pact they say gets for cutting emissions from plans to create а fund to help But medical consensus is he has 
world's top polluters meet in The United States, Japan, will complement, not rival, the burning fossil fuels and some an- develop cleaner energy tech. suffered too much damage to ever 
sydney this week to promote China, India, Australia and Kyoto Protocol on greenhouse alysts expect any resolution to be nologies, | which Australia retum to politics, an arena he has 
clean energy technology as a South Korea will hold the first gases vague. would kickstart with about dominated in recent years like no 
way to tackle climate change meeting of the Asia-Pacific Part- Butunlike Kyoto, thesixmem- ^ Government sources told A$100 million ($75 million). figure since founding Prime Minis- 


Minister Ariel Sharon began 
LONDON—ABOUT 10 MILLION FEMALE FE- female fetus was aborted. 5 Ў 7 : is breathing spontaneously" Shlomo 
al survey of 6 million people in India who headed the research team. “To have a daughter is socially began reducing his sedation to 
They added that selective The findings support estimates _ Fetal sex determination and But only an hour after doctors 
But he said Sharon remained 

way о sacrificing economic nership for Clean Development bers will not be backing fixed tar- Reuters that the partnership Reuters ter David Ben-Gurion, Reuters 
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Philamlife has a new home 


in Batangas City! = 


The country's largest and most trusted life insurance company 
has moved to a bigger, better and more accessible home in Batangas City. 


Today, January 10, marks the opening of Philamlife's new building in Hilltop, Batangas City. 
The building houses Philamlife's Batangas Regional Office and Business Center, 
as well as the offices of the Comia, Maligalig and Clet agencies. 


So for all your insurance needs, visit Philamlife Batangas or call (043) 723-0410/723-0411! 


RUNAWAY-— French hostage Bernard 
Planche, 52, speaking on a phone ata US 
camp close to Baghdad. Planche, who was 
kidnapped from his home Dec. 5 in Baghdad, 
ran away Jan. 7 from a farmhouse where he 
was held after his captors fled US and Iraqi 
troops who were conducting a search, эт 


US helicopter 
crashes in Iraq; 
12 on board die 


BAGHDAD—A US MILITARY HELICOPTER 
crashed in Iraq, killing all 12 on board, while 
five more US soldiers died in the west of the 
country, the US military announced Sunday. 

In other developments, a French hostage 
kidnapped by insurgents in Baghdad a month 
ago and threatened with death escaped from 
his captors. 

А US spokesperson said the cause of Satur- 
day nights crash of the Black Hawk near the 
restive city of Tal Afar in northwestern Iraq 
was under investigation, adding that there 
was severe weather at the time the helicopter 
went down. 

“A coalition helicopter crashed in a sparsely 
populated area 12 kilometers east of Tal Afar 
shortly before midnight, killing passengers 
and crew," a statement said. 

е Black Hawk was part of a two-aircraft 
mission flying between bases in northern Iraq 
when communications were lost with the air- 
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weekend. AFP 


Man 


who shot Pope 


‘in 1981 to be freed 


ANKARA, TURKEY—THE TURKISH MAN 

; who shot Pope John Paul II in 1981 will be re- 

"'Jeased on parole on Thursday, his lawyer told 
"The Associated Press on Sunday. 

; A Turkish court last week decided to free 

© Mehmet Ali Agca "on parole on Jan. 12," 
„his lawyer, Mustafa Demirbag told AP by 
“telephone. 

2 "We were hiding the decision but itis not 

à secret anymore,” Demirbag said. "He was 
. eligible to be released on parole because he 

had no disciplinary problems." 

Earlier, the semiofficial Anatolia news 
agency said a Turkish court had approved 

the release of Agca, 47, who was extradited 
о Turkey in 2000 after serving almost 20 

ars in prison in Italy for shooting and 
‘wounding the Pope in St. Peter's Square in 
Rome. 

John Paul П met with Agca in Italy's Re- 
‘bibbia prison in 1983 and forgave him for 
the shooting. The motive for the attack re- 
mains unclear. 

‘Vatican spokesperson Joaquin Navarro- 
Valls said the Vatican would defer to the 
„judgment of the Turkish tribunal. 

“The Holy See has learned only from 
news agencies of the news of the possible 
freedom of АН Agca,” he said in a brief 
statement. “The Holy See, before a prob- 
lem of a judicial nature, submits to the de- 
cisions of the tribunals involved in this 
matter.” 

Demirbag, explaining the court deci- 
sion, said Agca was sentenced to life in 
prison, which amounts to 36 years under 
Turkish law, for murdering Turkish journal- 
ist Abdi Ipekci in 1979. 

Agca served less than six months in a 
Turkish prison in 1979 for killing Ipekci be- 


fore he escaped, resurfacing in 1981 in 
Rome. And an amnesty in 1991 deducted 
10 more years from his time, leaving some 
25% years to be served, he said. 

‘The court last week further deducted his 
20 years in prison in Italy based on a new 
article in the penal code, which was 
amended by the Turkish government re- 
cently at the request of the European 
Union to raise the standard of human 
rights. 

Agca who was extradited to Turkey on 
June 14, 2000 will have completed his time 
on Jan. 12, Demirbag said. 

"On Jan. 12 he will complete his five 
years, six months and 27 days in prison," 
Demirbag said. "They can't keep him one 
more second." 

After his extradition, Agca was separate- 
ly sentenced to seven years and four 
months for two robberies in Turkey in 
1979, but that imprisonment was ignored 
since he was already sentenced to life in 
prison, Demirbag said. 

His family and another lawyer said they 
were not aware of the court decision. But it 
was not clear if they were hiding the court 
decision too. 

"I'm surprised,” another lawyer Dogan 
Yildirim said by telephone earlier. “If it’s 
true, justice will finally be served. He has 
been in prison for so long.” 

‘Agca’s sister, Fatma Agca, said: “We did 
not hear it." She was speaking to the AP 
from the family home in the southeastern 
city of Malatya. 

The Anatolia agency suggested that Ag- 
ca, a draft-dodger, might be taken to a mili- 
tary station following his release and to a 
military hospital later in Istanbul for medi- 
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cal checks, a routine procedure. 

However, it was not clear if he will be en- 
listed in the Army, which generally accepts 
conscripts until 41. 

Agca reportedly sympathized with the 
Gray Wolves, a far right-wing militant 
group that fought street battles against 
leftists in the 1970s. He initially confessed 
to killing Ipekci, one of the country's most 
prominent left-wing newspaper colum- 
nists, but later retracted his statements. 

AP 


UN envoy to Burma quits, slams entry ban 


KUALA LUMPUR—THE UNIT- 
ed nations envoy to Burma, 
Razali Ismail, said Sunday he 
had quit his post after being re- 
fused entry for the past two 
years to the military-ruled 
country where he is pushing 
for reforms. 

Razali, a former Malaysian 
diplomat who has been trying 
to break Burma's political im- 

passe since 2000, said he would 
пог renew his contract which 
Sran until the end of last year. 
«Му contract lapsed after De- 
;cember 2005. It is clear they 
(the military junta) do not want 
jeme back," Razali told AFP. 

“1 have not been allowed to 
visit the Burma leadership in 
Rangoon in the past 22 
months.” 

He said that the United Na- 
tions had accepted his decision 
to quithis role as secretary-gen- 
eral Kofi Annan's special envoy 
to Burma. 

“So it is time for me to make 
an exit," he said. 

Razali was the catalyst for 
landmark contacts between the 
Burma government and democ- 
racy icon Aung San Suu Kyi, 
which created excitement when 
they began in October 2000. 

Fresh hopes for change in 
Burma, which has been ruled by 

„the military for four decades, 
+ сате when Aung San Suu Kyi, 
fhe leader of the National 


cold. 


League for Democracy (NLD), 
was released from house arrest 
in May 2002. 

But those hopes evaporated a 
year later when the Nobel Peace 
Prize winner was taken into 
“protective 
clashes between her supporters 
and those of the government. 
She remains confined to her 
home in Yangon. 

NLD spokesperson U Lwin 
said in Yangon that Razali's res- 
ignation was not unexpected 
after his long period in the 


"It doesn't surprise me. He's 
been trying to come here for the 
past two years. He must have 


become very frustrated. I'm not 
surprised he’s resigned,” he 


told AFP 
Thai foreign 
spokesperson 


Phuangketkeow said Razali had 
played a "key role" in Burma. 

“1 do hope that his resigna- 
tion will not affect the UN's at- 
tempt to build peace in Burma," 
he said. "I hope that Burma re- 
alizes the need to maintain a 
contact channel with the world 


community" 
Razali has 
pressed 


custody" after 


community. 
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dear watchdog. 


Europe has wamed the move 
would jeopardize any resumption 
of wider talks on ending the crisis 
wich the West over Iran's nuclear 


activities. 


Washington, which accuses Iran 
to build nuclear 
‘weapons, has also said any re- 
sumption of research into the fuel 
cycle might spur it to seek Iran's re- 
ferral to the UN Security Council 
for enforcement action. 
ran has been trying to make a 
distinction between research into 
the nuclear fuel cycle and actual 
production of enriched uranium, 


of seeking 


which can be used as 


atom bomb. 


The announcement came after 
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regularly ex- 
pessimism 
prospects for change in Burma 
and said last month that South- 
east Asia's new campaign to 
push the generals into releasing 
Aung San Suu Kyi was unlikely 
tobe successful any time soon. 
He has also urged the 10-na- 
tion regional body, the Associa- 
tion of Southeast Asian Nations 
(Asean), to take a tougher line 
against the ex-British colony 
formerly known as Burma 
Asean, which usually main- 
tains a policy of noninterfer- 
ence in each member countries’ 
affairs, has recently stepped up 
its criticism of Burma in the 
face of mounting pressure from 
the rest of the international 


Lumpur last month the region’s 
leaders wrung an agreement 
from Burma to accept a visit 


reactors or in highly enriched 
form, as the explosive core of an 


from their representative, 
Malaysia's Foreign Minister 
Syed Hamid Albar, to check on 
the progress of promised re- 
forms. 

However, in a move likely to 
upset its neighbors, the military 
regime said Friday it was too 
busy to receive Syed Hamid this 
month because it is in the pro- 
cess of relocating its capital. 

Razali expressed disappoint- 
ment with the development and 
warned of further delays. 

“1 think Syed Hamid's visit is 
in line with Asean's aspirations. 
Ithink more delays could be ex- 
pected," he said. 

Burma was accepted into 
Asean in 1997 but has become a 
source of embarrassment for 
the regional body which is now 
urging it to move towards 
democracy and release hun- 
dreds of political prisoners. 

The country's military took 
power in 1988 after crushing 
massive prodemocracy demon- 
strations, and refused to hand 
power to Aung San Suu Ку? 
NLD after it won 1990 general 
elections. 

The junta is holding a nation- 
al convention to draft a consti- 
tution under a “roadmap to 
democracy”, but no timetable 
has been set and Aung San Suu 
Kyi’s party is boycotting the 
process because of her contin- 
ued detention. AFP 
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over 
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Iran ignores West warnings, 
to resume nuke fuel research 


TEHRAN--IRAN SAID IT WILL RE- 
Sume nuclear fuel research on Mon- 
day, despite Western warnings it 
could jeopardize any efforts to end 
the long-running standoff over 
Tehran's nuclear program. 

“Today, under the supervision of 
the agency, research activities will 
resume,” government spokesper- 
son Gholam Hossein Elham said, 

Î refering to the Intemational 

Й Atomic Energy Agency, the UN nu- 


talks between Russia and Iran on a 
proposed compromise to end the 
row over uranium enrichment 
broke off without result Sunday 
but are due to resume in a month. 

“Negotiations to reach a final 
conclusion are going to be contin- 
чей on Feb. 16 in Moscow,” said 
Hossein Entezami, spokesperson 
for the National Security Council 
which is in charge of the nuclear 
file. 

“Negotiations ended on Sunday 
after three rounds of talks, which 
resulted in some understandings,” 
he was quoted in Monday's press 
as saying. 

Moscow is proposing that 
Tehran carry out uranium enrich- 
ment on Russian territory to allay 
Western fears that the technology 
could allow Iran to produce a nu- 
dear bomb. 

Both the European Union and 
the United States have backed the 
proposal in principle. 

In recent weeks, Iranian officials 
have blown hot and cold about the 
proposed compromise, first sug- 
gesting that they might consider it 
and then insisting that they would 
do so only if any deal explicitly rec- 
ognized its right to carry out en- 
richment on Iranian soil, AFP 
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Gunman's motive 
remains a mystery 


By Selcan Hacaoglu 


ANKARA, TURKEY—MEHMET ALI AGCA 
shocked the world with his assassination at- 
tempt on Pope John Paul Il, but his motive for 
the attack—and whether he had help—remains 
shrouded in mystery nearly 25 years later. 

Agca has only fueled conspiracy theories 
with his inconsistent and at times contradic- 
tory remarks about the May 13, 1981, shoot- 
ing in Rome's St. Peter's Square. 

Minutes after his arrest, Agca declared he 
had acted alone. But within days, police be- 
lieved someone had given him money and 
other support. 

n an interview last year with the Italian 
daily newspaper La Repubblica, Agca made 
contradictory remarks about his attempt on 
John Pauls life. He initially said Vatican 
prelates helped him carry out the shooting, 
adding: “The devil is within the Vatican." 

He then reportedly said in the same interview 
that "nobody in the world knew of my attempt.” 

‘Some have speculated that agents from 
Bulgaria helped plot the assassination at- 
tempt because of that country's ties with the 
Soviet Union, which reportedly was alarmed 
by the Pope's support for the Solidarity trade 
union in Poland. 

During a 2002 trip to Bulgaria, however, 
John Paul sought to lay the issue to rest, 
declaring he never believed there was a Bul- 
garian connection to Agca. 

Others have pinned blame on the Soviets, 
who reportedly worried the Polish Pope 
would stir uprisings against communism 
across Eastern Europe. 

“Mehmet Ali Agca was an agent and hired 
killer for the Soviet Union, who wanted Pope 
John Paul II killed because of his opposition to 
‘communism and his support for Solidarity la- 
bor movement in Poland. He should not be re- 
leased from prison,” Raymond Flynn, former 
US ambassador to the Vatican and a longtime 
friend of Pope John Paul II said in a statement 
we Sunday. AP 


PHOTO taken May 
13, 1981 shows 
Mehmet Ali Agca. 
(center) surrounded 
by Italian policemen 
in Rome, a few 
minutes after he. 
attempted to kill 
Pope John Paul И 
during a public 
audience at St. 
Peter's Square in 
Vatican City. 


MIGRANT workers warm themselves around a bonfire in Allahabad, 
in the northern Indian state of Uttar Pradesh, Jan. 9. Schools across 
Uttar Pradesh were ordered shut Monday as icy winds and bitter cold 
claimed eight more lives overnight. n 


Cold snap kills over 180 
in S. Asia, closes schools 


LUCKNOW, INDIA—SCHOOLS 
across northern India's Uttar 
Pradesh state were ordered 
shut Monday, as the death toll 
from a spell of icy winds and 
bitter cold since November rose 
to more than 180 across South 
Asia, officials and news reports 
said. 

Hundreds of homeless peo- 
ple huddled around bonfires 
lit by municipal authorities 
and volunteer groups in Luc- 
know, the capital of Uttar 
Pradesh, where 109 people 
have died since the cold snap 
began, including eight who 
froze to death overnight, said 
police spokesperson Avinash 
Mehrotra. 

"All those who died were 
homeless," he said. 

Kiranpal Singh, the state's 
education minister, said the 
schools would remain shut un- 
til Jan. 14 “in view of the cold 
wave sweeping" the region. 

In the Indian capital of New 
Delhi, temperatures plunged 
to a 70-year low of 0.2 C (32.4 
F) on Sunday, the meteorology 
department said. Tempera- 
tures at this time of year are 
normally about 7 C (12.6 Е) 
higher. 

‘At least 15 other people 
have died of cold in northern 
Punjab and Haryana states 
since November, while anoth- 
er seven deaths have been re- 
ported іп Jammu-Kashmir 
state, bringing India's death 


toll to 131. 

In neighboring Pakistan, at 
least 47 people have died of 
cold and pneumonia from a 
week of frigid weather in the 
country's remote northern Hi- 
malayan region, Dawn news- 
paper reported Monday. 

The region is outside areas 
hit by a giant Oct. 8 earth- 
quake that killed at least 
87,000 people. 

The World Health Organiza- 
tion last week reported 18 
cold-related deaths in the 
quake zone over the previous 
six weeks. 

‘Anectodal reports suggest 
many more may have died, al- 
though the deaths have not 
been tallied by authorities, in 
part because some areas are 
inaccessible. 

The meteorological depart- 
ment forecast cloudy weather 
for Monday, and rain and snow 
for Tuesday, in most of the 
country, including quake-hit 
areas. Another spell of heavy 
rain and snow is expected in 
the quake zone from Jan. 14 
22. 

In Nepal, meanwhile, at 
least three people died Sunday 
from the cold in Janakpur, 200 
km southeast of the capital 
Katmandu, said Umesh 
Pokhrel, a government offi 
cial, He had no information on 
how many people have died se 
farin the Himalayan kingdom 

AP 
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MORE HUMAN CASES IN TURKEY 
Authorities struggle to cope 


as bird flu threatens Europe 


ANKARA-—FIVE MORE TURKS, IN- east handled the crisis with their 
cluding two small boys and an adult own methods. ‘Van, which treats the majority of people sus- 
in Ankara, tested positive for HSNI 1а the village of Telceker, on pected of being infected, were identified as a 
bud flu Sunday as the deadly virus the border with Iran, dead chick- girl and a boy, aged nine and three. 
bird йшй о move west toward Eu- en were dumped into a stream or Two others, а five-year-old boy and an 
rope and authorities seemed to have buried in plastic bags eight-year-old girl, have already been con- 
trouble coping with the disease. "Sometimes the dogs unearth firmed as HSN1 carriers in the same hospital, | money sacx cuananree| 
"A team of experts from the World the chickens and then the crows where some 40 people are ‘currently undergo- | Wil reand mony itno gos 
Health Organization (WHO) trav- соте to eat them,” 12-year-old ing treatment, peris 
eled to the worst-hit regions in Murat Ozer said. ‘Health Minister Recep Akdag, accompanying | cs Teis 2908380: 895-5532 
"keys east to assess the govem- Ні neighbor, Gogey, put her the WHO team to the east, said there was DO шт | Strat monn 
ments response and look for any last surviving hen in a plastic bag dication so far to suggest the disease is being (e tes ware 
signs of the much-feared humanto- and buried it in a pit, complaining transmitted between 
haman transmission ofthevirus. that no health or veterinary offi- humans-—a possibility 
The new cases—two in the cial had so far visited the village scientists fear may 
eastern city of Van and three in where poultry continue to perish. spark a deadly global 
‘Ankara—were all from the lethal Newspapers splashed pictures pandemic. 
HSN1 strain of avian influenza, a of children tossing dead chickens As dozens of pan- 
health ministry official told the in the air and cleaning slaugh- icked people rushed 
‘Anatolia news agency, bringingto tered birds with their bare hands to hospitals across 
nine the number of infected peo- at poultry bazaars, officially the country, the pres- 
ple, all but one ofthem children. banned in the east. ence of the virus 
Of the nine, a brother and sister Many families were hiding their among winged ani 
from eastern Turkey died last week birds from slaughter teams, reluc- mals was also con 
after playing with sick chicken, be- tant to part with what is often firmed in Istanbul 
dee et victims of bird flu their most precious belongings. and two other west- ОМА thats 100% prelessona and concent негү" 
Guide Southeast Asia and China, With Tar Шет» ernregions. DNA Long accuracy ol 98.999% Quarsntesdi Health-Care Delivery” from February 7 (Tuesday) to February 11 
Where the disease has killed more gion illiterate and not speaking Istanbul is the " 
than 70 people since 2003. Боп Петата 4o rate thee westemmos point АП (Saturday) at San Beda College, Meniola 
^^ third sibling also perished, awareness are likely to produce where bird flu has 3 зене а | 
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The new cases at the university hospital in 
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but the cause of her death is still less than the desired impact. been found since it жу # SEES 
to be determined. Tran, which shares a lengthy resurfaced in Turkey SPACIO The course will include fort and damage claims, criminal liabilities, 
‘The cases in Ankara, situated border with eastern Turkey, last month, after a "Y EIS CINA 
some 1,000 km from the region closed at least one crossing point first outbreak in the ewe снае ваде | | yi , ° administrative aspects of hospital administration, labor and 
Where the deaths occurred, mark between the two countries, local northwest in October ^ — employment issues as well as corporate considerations. 
the further westward spread of Turkish officials told Anatolia. маз successfully con- 3 pom "d 
the disease. The two boys hospitalized in tained. 4 1 
А senior WHO scientist said the Ankara, aged two and five, were Syria, Turkey's " А " 
outbreak in Turkey did not indicate believed to have touched gloves southern neighbor [ш [ Mee of php 6000 per participant will be assessed that will include 
increased risk for humans and used by their father to carry to фе announced it was i S anra 5 
blamed the spread on insufficient authorities two wild ducks dead clear of the virus and _ Morning, afternoon snacks and lunch. Accommodations are not 
health controls in the vast country. from bird flu he had found earlier denied rumors that a з included and will be the concern of the individual participant, 
“|с зеет that the epidemic has this week in a reservoir outside man had died from pi: Aa ; 
been spreading among animalsin their hometown of Beypazari, the disease near the = 1 ке "uoa WA. ad 
‘Turkey for much longer than be- doctors said. border with Turkey. 


lieved,” the WHO's Klaus Stoehr 
told German radio. 

‘As emergency culls continued 
and more bans were imposed on 


The third patient, a 60-year- 
old man from an Ankara suburb, 
was infected after coming in close 
contact with chicken he bred. 


Russia said it was 
planning to send sev- 
eral health experts to 
help Turkey “as soon 
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-Poor and hungry 


id A RECENT SURVEY MADE BY THE SOCIAL WEATHER. 


Stations showed that nearly 17 out of 100 Filipinos 
SA M said they went hungry at least once in the fourth 
` quarter of last year. Fifty-seven percent of those surveyed al- 


ч 1 “A LAKE IS EARTH'S EYE,” HENRY THOREAU 
+ iso described themselves as poor, up 8 percentage points 


water habitats form early warning indicators. 
once wrote. In them, “the beholder can mea- 


"from 49 percent in the previous quarter. 


But we do not need a survey to vali- 
date what everybody already knows: 
the Philippines is a nation where the 
E great majority are poor and where 
‘many people go hungry some, if not most, of the time. In 

urban centers like Metro Manila, poor people scrounging 
"for something to eat from garbage cans and dumps are а 


‘EDITORIAL 


‘common sight. 


Last Monday, President Macapagal-Arroyo ordered the 
release of P35 billion in government savings to subsidize 
rice and noodles and finance projects for the poor. But 
-low-priced rice and noodles should be considered only a 
" temporary palliative and not a permanent solution to ће 
"problem of poverty and hunger. The President recognizes 

this, and has announced that the fund would also finance 
ipro-poor programs such as education, housing, health 


"and public works. 


A reexamination of the problem of poverty and hunger 
should go beyond temporary palliatives and short-term so- 
»-lutions and prompt government decision makers to review 
olicies and programs. Emmanuel de Dios, a UP economic 
"о brofessor who directed the "Crisis of Poverty” Research 
‘Program, said the principal reason poverty has remained 
high was “ће economy's simple failure to grow rapidly 
‘enough, sustain that growth and generate employment.” 
в. е Dios said that solving the problem of poverty will 
“mean primarily focusing on growth and on the opening of 
7 "new jobs. “Poverty in this country is high because growth 
‚ „has not been sustained and because whatever be 
‘thas generated have been unevenly distributed,” he said. 
1. The Philippines is actually two nations in one country: а 
г. nation of the very rich and another nation of the very 
poor. In the 1990s, ten percent of the population con- 
„trolled 36 percent of total income. The richest 20 percent 
“enjoyed more than half of the income and the poorest 40 
percent received only 14 percent of it. The situation re- 


«P 


‘mains pretty much the same today. 


sure the depth of his own nature." 

So, what do our lakes—Manguao in 
Palawan, Balinsasayao in Negros, Manapao in 
Camarines Sur or Taal in Batangas—tell about 
us? 

Although the data is spotty, it tells enough to 
disturb, A fund-strapped Department of Envi- 
ronment and Natural Resources hasn't budged 
beyond inventories and scattered studies. In 
700-hectare Lake Manguao, fish fauna were 
identified—in the 1920s. Little has been done 
since then. 

But even patchy research reveals Manguao’s 
unique ecosystem. Its endemic and rare fish, 
include puntius bantolanensis and manguaoen- 
sis, from the soft-fin (cyprinid ) family And the 
lake is undisturbed—‘a rare example in the 
Philippines," says Academe П. "Give conserva- 
tion thought now, to safeguard the scientific 
value and ensure people around the lake will 
benefit.” 

But for a country hooked on politics, lakes 
are back burner issues. Deposed President 
Joseph Estrada, hallucinating on chairing the 
Council of State, raises more tempers than 
shrunken fish catches from the 340-sq km 
Lake Lanao, one of the world’s “15 ancient 
lakes." 

Lakes perform often undervalued functions, 
including provision of water, irrigation, flood 
drainage and food. Pens in the 26,000-ha Lake 
Taal produced, in a year, 18,800 tons of fish 
worth P952 million, an Asian Development 
Bank case study shows. 

For people in countries like Bangladesh, the 
Philippines and Malawi, fish accounts for 
three-quarters of animal protein. About 17 
percent of total catch comes from freshwater 
bodies. 

Lakes have eco-tourism potentials. Reclin- 
ing lilies ("Ravi") that line the Agus River, lead- 
ing to Lake Lanao, mirror the poet's “host of 
golden daffodils ... dancing by the lake.” And 
some lake environs abound with rich plant and 
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But kiss tourists goodbye if we treat lakes as 
latrine-cum-garbage bins. Look at Laguna de 
Bay, our largest lake. Jose Rizal depicted its 
beauty in his novels, "Noli Me Tangere" and “El 
Filibusterismo.” 

Not anymore. Raw sewage from the metropo- 
lis smears the surface waters of its tributaries. 
Add detergents, chemicals, fertilizer runofis, 
heavy metals, etc. and the result is a noxious 
cocktail that kills fish and plants. A superb water 
reservoir is turned into a turgid cesspool. 

‘Lack of infrastructure in Lanao results “in 
most localities around the lake, lacking water 
for drinking or irrigation," notes the Food and 
Agriculture Organization which operates an 
environmental management project. “Filthy 
water cannot be washed,” says an African 
proverb, 

Pressure meanwhile builds up on lakes and 
their vital ecosystems. This stems from waves 
of migrants, food need, new technology—and 
expectations. 

in Cuernos de Negros and Lake Balin- 
sasayao, Silliman scientists reported, two rare 
forest frogs (Platymantis negrosensis and P dor- 
salis ) are now rarely heard. The first "no 
longer exists in the forest fragments in south- 
western Negros .. and is critically endan- 
gered,” scientists informed the Global Amphib- 
ian Assessments Group. The other disappeared 
їп all bur one limestone fragment 

So, what's the big deal about croakers van- 
ishing? Ask political leaders. 

‘Their vision doesn't go beyond the next elec- 
tions. Few see that disappearing Negros frogs 
and silent forests and empty streams signal 
trouble ahead. 


They signal that pollution, degradation, even 
climate change, are breaching danger points. 
Frogs and other amphibians are like “canaries 
in the coal mine,” US zoologists told the Boston 
Globe. "They're red flags to watch." 

Of 5,743 known species of amphibians, 
1,856 face extinction, the journal Science re- 
ports. “More than 100 species may already be 
extinct, and 43 percent are in a population de- 
cline—many for unknown reasons." 

Iflakes are to survive, voices other than that 
of parochial politicians must be heard. "En- 
courage universities and scientific institutions 
to integrate critical national problems in their 
teaching and research agendas—and speak 
up,” suggest Living Lake leaders. 

Bicol University College of Fisheries re- 
searchers in Albay probed threats to the 
‘world’s smallest commercial fish, the sinara- 
pan (mistichthys luzonensis ). It once flour- 
ished in the Lake Manapao Sanctuary of Ca- 
marines Sur. But over-fishing by motorized 
vessels savaged its breeding and feeding 
grounds. So did fishing by poison. Sharp drops 
in sinirapan catches alarmed lake communi- 
ties, And scientists helped draft action pro- 
grams. 

Does introducing species like tilapia nitolica. 
unleash predators in lakes? Nile tilapia was in- 
troduced in Camarines, Palawan and Lanao, 
among other provinces, during the “Green 
Revolution,” with its overload of good inten- 
tions, leaky quarantine rules and a shortage of 
scientific caution. Introduced perch became 
predators and turned Uganda's Lake Victoria. 
into the world's "largest pool of dead water” 
Known as the "aquatic chicken," Чара is 
farmed in 85 countries today. But doubts per- 
sist here. 

Policies and programs for lakes to address 
such issues are of more import to Filipinos than 
Estrada's next pass from detention. Official 
mind-sets must be recast before fishing nets 
will strain to breaking point from rich catches, 
as they once did in Lake Galilee. 


2) A total solution to the problem of poverty and hunger 
зав to focus on the rural areas where two-thirds of all 
poor families live. An earnest, sustained implementation 

" bf the agrarian reform program should create jobs and in- 
{белее income in the rural areas. But because of resis- 
tance from the landed elite, the agrarian reform program 

, has been carried out in fits and starts. The elite have to be 
convinced that for the nation to achieve faster economic 
growth, an honest-to-goodness agrarian reform program 
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And now the teachers 


ALEJANDRO LICHAUCO HAD A VERY INTER- 
esting article last week. Government, he said, 
is rejoicing over something that it really ought 
to be grieving about. The inflow of foreign ex- 


against several things: 

One is the havoc the Diaspora is wreaking 
upon the country, and will continue to wreak 
upon the country. Who doesn’t want to get out 


THERE’S 
THE RUB 


has to be carried out. 


Many people resist liberalization, but it is already a fact 
„ТЫ. We cannot turn back the hands of time. The way to 
fight what are perceived as the evil effects of liberaliza- 
tion is to restructure the economy to promote greater 
competitiveness. Education and skills training should up- 
grade the occupational standing of the members of the 
work force, so that even if they have to go abroad to work 
they will command higher wages and salaries. 
Another UP economics professor, Gonzalo Jurado, sug- 
gests that the industrial sector should adopt modern tech- 
nology and should be assisted in doing so. Improved tech- 
nology at the top of the industrial pyramid would benefit 
industries at the lower level of the industrial structure 
and enable these industries to create more jobs. The gov- 
ernment and the private sector will also have to increase 
their spending on research and development so that the 
country can wean itself away from dependence on for- 


eign technology. 


The President mentioned housing as one of the sectors 
to which part of the P35 billion would go. Its high time а 
massive, nationwide low-cost housing program was un- 
dertaken. It would kill two birds with one stone: relieve 
the housing backlog and at the same time help pump- 
prime the economy because of the multiplier effect of 
construction activity. At the same time, a more extensive 
infrastructure program should open up depressed areas 
to development and promote domestic trade. 

The time may also be auspicious to improve the family 
planning program, An intensive educational campaign on 
family planning has to be conducted, and the poor should 
be given better access to family planning services. 

The Philippines does not have to remain poor and hun- 

forever, It has the manpower and natural resources 
‘needed to attain a higher degree of development. What it 
‘needs is dynamic leadership, an enlightened private sec- 


tor and the right programs and policies. 


change that has strengthened the peso, he 
said, has а humongous cost, one that will rav- 
age the country in the long run. “The rising lev- 
el of inward remittances from our overseas 
workers is the most valuable evidence of the 
brain drain we are experiencing,” 

But that’s not the worst of it, he said. What is 
worst is that our overseas workers now include 
teachers. “А decade or so ago, we hardly heard 
of teachers joining the club of overseas work- 
ers. Entertainers, yes, along with carpenters, 
mechanics and other skilled workers, Now it 
seems that teachers haven't only joined the 
workers! exodus but in fact have come to out- 
number the entertainers and perhaps the 
plumbers, carpenters and other skilled work- 
ers too. 

“In essence, what we are gaining in dollars, 
we are losing in valuable human and intellec- 
tual capital... This is far more devastating than 
the drain of our natural wealth, lost through 
our indiscriminate exportation of natural re- 
sources." 

1 myself have learned that the remittances 
shot up from $8 billion last year to a whopping 
$12 billion this year, the $10 billion through 
normal government-monitored channels and 
the remaining $2 billion through the backdoor. 
But however the dollars got in, they boosted 
the peso tremendously. Part of the reason for 
the rise in remittances was that, times being 
hard, the OFWs gave more to tide their fami- 
lies and relatives over. The other reason was 
that true enough, the new entrants to the 
force, the caregivers and the teachers, earned. 
more and so could afford to send more. 

My own sources say caregivers remain the 
biggest drain on the country, not the teachers. 
That is so because teaching requires more lan- 
guage skills than care-giving, But which also 
means that it’s the cream of the crop in the 
teaching profession that’s being lured 
abroad. 


Conrado 
de Quiros 


1 share Lichauco's dismay, or alarm, at the 
depth of the brain drain. This is brain drain in 
the very literal sense of the word. We're no. 
longer being drained of excess labor, we're be- 
ing drained of critical manpower. It's bad 
enough that the hospitals and clinics are losing 
doctors and nurses, it's worse that the universi- 
ties are losing teachers. Last 1 looked, which 
was five years ago in the Asia Week ranking of 
schools, our top three universities, which used 
to vie for the top spots among Asian academic 
institutions, had slipped to No. 48, No. 71 and 
No. 72. It’s Singapore that is outpacing every- 
one, paying huge sums to teachers from Asia 
and other countries. It has its priorities in the 
right place. Knowledge is the greatest capital 
there is. 

‘The loss to the country is additionally enor- 
mous given that the cost of training the teach- 
ers and nurses, many of whom are doctors. The. 
joke that you have to pass the medical board 
exams first to study to become a nurse falls on 
this country. To paraphrase a local proverb, 
we're the ones who cooked the rice, somebody 
else ate it. 

Now, every time you complain about this, 
you're bound to encounter an idiot who tells 
you to criticize the politicians all you want but 
leave the caregivers and other OFWs well 
enough alone. What can I say? It is a testa- 
‘ment to our increasing loss not just of the peo- 
ple who are taking care of our bodies but 
those who are taking care of our minds that 
many Filipinos are now hard put to think, let 
alone think clearly, Let me put it as starkly as I 
can: I do not blame OFWs, 1 do not disparage 
caregivers, Ido not denigrate the dignity of la- 
bor in whatever form, But 1 do fulminate 


of the country given the absolute mess the gov- 
emment has made of it? But understanding 
the reasons people are desperate to leave it 
cannot blind you either to the fact that the 
massive exodus, or the compelling desire to 
join, is pauperizing the country beyond belief. 
‘When you have thousands of doctors turning 
themselves into caregivers just to work abroad, 
you know you're in deep organic fertilizer. You 
add to that your best teachers, and Lichauco is 
right to complain the not-very-long-term im- 
pact is bound to be more incalculable than the 
loss of our forests and fishes. 

"Two is the attitude of mediocrity—no, the 
defeatist mentality that says beggars cannot be 
choosers—that the entire syndrome is foisting 
on us. 1 have no problem with caregivers рег 
se, I have every problem with the height of our 
national aspiration, or the zenith of our per- 
sonal ambitions, being reduced to becoming а 
caregiver. Ihave a problem with the entire edu- 
cational system being refashioned—whole 
nursing wings have sprouted in universi- 
ties—to serve the purpose. I have a problem 
with an entire nation whose mental, intellectu- 
al and human horizons do not go past surviv- 
ing by cleaning the toilet bowls of the world. 
We're not just the sick man of Asia, we're the 
joke of Asia 

‘And three is a government that not only 
does not attempt to hold on to the countrys 
best and brightest but drives them mercilessly 
away. 1 do not know what the solution to the 
current Diaspora is; its become a monstrous 
problem. I do know the solution to it is not a 
government that is making this country unliv- 
able and profits from it by getting more and 
more dollars from the people it drives away. 
‘That is the real double whammy. 

But now the teachers tool The only time the. 
Diaspora will serve a great purpose is if we 
started exporting our public officials, With the. 
label: "Not fragile, feel free to rough up.” 
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SEN. MAR ROXAS, A US-TRAINED INVESTMENT 
banker before he went into politics, has been criti- 
cized for “belittling” the strong peso's impact on 
the lives of the common folk. He was also criti- 
cized for blunting Malacafangs “unrelenting op- 
timism” over positive indicators such as the phe- 
nomenal surge of stocks, bonds and real estate 
property, He had said that while these “headline 
statisties" trumpeted by the government are good, 
“why is И that everybody is feeling lousy and their 
sales reflect this lousiness?” 

T agree about the lousy feeling, but perhaps 
the "headline statistics” are not solely to blame 
for it. It's a fact that hot money, i.e., funds invest- 
ed in stocks, debt papers and real property, are 
an indication of confidence in the government; 
moreover, everyone knows that hot money is 
usually followed by foreign direct investments 
which provide jobs. 

‘The lousy feeling, I believe, stems from the 
terrible state of our politics over the past year, 
where the opposition has spared no effort to 
knock down this government, principally 
through interminable investigations that led to 
nowhere. If the statements of foreign invest- 
‘ment companies are any indication, political in- 
stability has been the primary reason for our 
unattractive investments climate. Unfortunately 
the Senate to which Roxas belongs has been a 
primary contributor to the lousy feeling every- 
One has, what with all those grandstanding sen- 
ators. 

In Rome a few months ago, Philippine Am- 
bassador Philippe Lhuillier told us about an 
exploratory study of the Filipino youth phe- 
nomenon in Italy today. He sought our help in 
publicizing it so that appropriate help could 
be obtained. The study was conducted by a 
group called Pilipinas OFSPES, in collabora- 
Чоп with Sentro Filipino, founded in 1991, 
that brings together the more than 40 
Catholic church communities there into one 
Filipino chaplaincy. It noted that while there 
are between 30,000 and 40,000 Filipinos in 
Rome and about 105,000 in the entire Italy 
(Lhuillier thinks it’s closer to 180,000), mak- 
ing Pinoys the fourth largest migrant commu- 
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nity in Italy, the number of Pinoy youth (those 
between 12 to 30 years old) has been rising 
dramatically. This is because parents legally 
bring in their children before they reach the 
18-year-old limit, and an estimated 750 ba- 
bies are born to Filipino parents in Italy year- 
ly. While it’s a positive thing for Pinoy fami- 
lies to be reunited with their children, serious 
problems and concerns related to these “sec- 
ond generation migrants” ought to be ad- 
dressed by various institutions, such as the 
Philippine and Italian governments, the 
Church, parents and the OFW community 
abroad. 


‘The study noted that many youths migrate to 
Italy not of their own volition. Uprooted from 
their familiar environment and friends and 
loved ones back home, the youths encounter 
new stresses from adjustment to а new culture 
and system with its new set of values and norms, 
which often conflict with their old Pinoy values, 
and a totally unfamiliar language. Moreover, 
many OFW parents are often too busy with mul- 
tiple jobs to attend to their uprooted children. 
Thus, its not surprising that most migrant 
youths undergo tremendous, even overwhelm- 
ang feelings of insecurity and doubt, loneliness, 
failure and lack of confidence. At times, they en- 
gage in “socially undesirable behavior” such as 
Gropping out of school, gambling, drinking, 
drug abuse and teenage pregnancies. 

"The adverse situation is by no means confined 
to Pinoy youths, and Italian schools are said to be 
quite unprepared for the explosion of foreign en- 
roliment from 30,000 to 300,000 in 10 years. For- 
tunately, there have been other studies of the mi- 
grant youth phenomenon in host countries such 


as the United States, as well as in countries with 
heavy migrant outflow such as Mexico (which 
has over 16 million citizens in the US who remit 
over $16 billion yearly to their native land). The 
Philippines can certainly lear from them. Then, 
too, our government and the host country, Ital 
could approach the problems jointly, e.g., provi 
ing a study of Italian prior to departure would 
certainly help the Pinoy youths adjust. 


A different problem was recently raised by 
two visitors from the United Kingdom, 
Charles Kelly and Cynthia Alcantara-Barker. 
Qualified immigration advisers, who run 
their own successful practice in London, they 
recently came here to launch their book, 
“How 2 Come to the UK—To Live Work Study 
or Visit.” The book, their latest collaborative 
effort (they also co-author a column on "Im- 
migration Matters” for several leading British 
publications), is a comprehensive and easy- 
to-follow general guide to the many ways one 
can legally settle in the UK. It includes case 
studies governed by complex immigration 
laws, among them those involving work per- 
mits, family settlement and entry clearance. 

‘Their thesis is simple: despite the many op- 
portunities available to those who want to go to 
the UK, “there are still thousands of Filipinos 
who land there clueless about where and how to 
start their new lives, ending up stranded, aim- 
less, helpless and thousands of pounds in debt.” 
‘They point out that there are legal ways to enter 
the country, hence, there's no need to go TNT. 
They are ready to advise Pinoys who want to do 
зо, and only ask that they be candid about their 
intentions. 

Tmust admit that when our Corito Fiel invited 
me to their press luncheon, 1 had ambivalent 
feelings for why should 1 endorse a book that en- 
courages emigration? But after Barker, a native 
of San Pablo City, Laguna, who is herself a suc- 
cess story as a 17-year immigrant in UK, ex- 
plained that it teaches Filipinos to go legit, I told 
myself going abroad is a fact of our national life, 
so we might as well learn to do it the right and 
dignified way. 


How do we value our young people? 


WHAT A WAY TO BEGIN THE NEW YEAR. EIGHT 
young people, two of them women, died in a fire 
in one of the infamous boardinghouses of the 
University Belt. 

Seven of the fatalities were found in a single 
room, and authorities said they may have failed to 
respond to their fellow boarders’ frantic shouts and 
banging on the door because they had all passed 
ош after a drinking bout. The eighth victim was 
found to have been electrocuted in another room. 

‘After every such tragedy, both media and local 
authorities go on a binge of chest-thumping, be- 
‘moaning how dormitories and boardinghouses in 
both the congested neighborhoods of the “U-belt” 
area as well as in Diliman, where the biggest cam- 
pus of the University of the Philippines is located, 
are really "fire traps” that routinely violate regu 
lations and fire safety codes. 

Indeed, this newspaper even quotes a 
spokesperson of the United Fire Fighters of the 
Philippines who testified in a Senate hearing in 
2001 that "by their looks alone, these are appar- 
ently fire traps.” 

"A visit to any of these boardinghouses, espe- 
cially those that shelter bed-spacers, will immedi- 
ately show how congested, cramped and danger- 
ous such places are. Young people—the majority 
‘of them youths from the provinces living in Mani- 
la to study or work—are crowded into small 
rooms, in triple- or even quadruple-bunks, with 
little ventilation and scarce room for privacy. 
Dozens of boarders must jostle for time and space 
—and even a meager water supply—in shared 
bathrooms. 

Such a setting seems the ideal breeding ground 
for illness and infections, not to mention vices 
and unplanned, unprotected sex. It's а wonder 
the young people cooped up in such confines ever 
find time or opportunity to study! 


IM SURE the parents of these young 
adults—including those of the eight who died 
in the fire—sent off their children with only the 
best of intentions and the highest of hopes. It is 
not an easy thing, in the context of Philippine 
culture and the tight relations maintained 


JESUIT FRIAR FRANCISCO PASTELLS CONSI- 
dered the town of Dapitan the jewel in the crown 
of that island, because even in the distant past, it 
was most respected because of the might of its 
rulers and, during his ministry, because of their 
Christianity. Before the conquest there were many 
datus with their own territories, but later Dapitan 
became united under the crown and the cross. 

Tts ancestry was Boholano since in olden times 
its leaders occupied the strait between that island 
and Panglao, which was dry during low tide 
though at high tide, a galley could sail through. At 
one time, the future Dapitanos occupied both 
riversides and the entire island of Panglao. In the 
17th century, you could still see wooden columns 
standing many feet below the waters, honorific 
‘memorials to the place that so gloriously once 
housed these people but by then were veritable ru- 
ins of the noble buildings they once supported. 

What happened was that the king of Terrenate 
had sent an envoy to the most war-like and power- 
ful of the datus, the brothers Dailisan and Pag- 
buaya. The ambassador unfortunately dallied with 
‘one of the concubines and he was summarily pun- 
ished with insults and cruel demonstrations of dis- 
respect, ending with the cutting of his nose and 
ears as well as those of his staff. 

When they returned to Terrenate, the king was 
furious, He armed 20 joangas (war ships) but the 
general, doubtful of the outcome of a battle and 
Certain of the bravery of his enemy, used a ruse by 
which he was assured a deceitful victory. ў 

He ordered his ships to file by and told the crew 
to pretend to be merchants with assurances of 
friendship. Believing that the Terrenates were 
merely trying to sell their goods, the subjects of 
Dailisan and Pagbuaya lost their caution and re- 
sponded with trust. The Terrenate general then 
gathered his armada and attacked. Caught by sur- 
prise even if their army had weapons obtained 
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among kinfolk, to let one's child go off alone to 
the city, there to lead a life isolated from the 
comforts of home, the familiarity of the neigh- 
borhood, and the counsel of elders. But parents 
do this every year mainly because the children, 
the brightest and bravest of their generation in 
their locales, bring with them the promise of a 
brighter future and the possibility of freeing 
their families from the trap of poverty. 

So the young people come to the city bur- 
dened not just with the need to adjust to a new, 
frightening environment, but also with a “mis- 
Sion’ to full their families’ often-outsized 
hopes and expectations. Little do they or their 
parents realize that they will be placed in a set- 
ting that not only makes it difficult, if not im- 
possible, for them to live up to their responsibil- 
ities, but may also lead them down different, 
unexpected and unplanned paths. 

Dying in a fire that engulfs their rattletrap 

‘dwellings is just one of many risks they face in 
the years they will spend battling the demons 
ofthe city. 
MANY years ago—decades ago, in fact—there was 
a news item that the Manila police department 
was going to deploy more officers in the U-Belt 
area mainly to guard against student protesters 
and "subversives" infiltrating campuses. 

‘At this time (and to this day, I bet), what wor- 
ried students in the Sampaloc-Morayta-C.M. Recto 
area—the triangle comprising U-Belt were not 
lighting rallies or underground organizations, 
but rather petty crimes, rising public transport 
costs, costly student meals and, yes, run-down fire 
traps posing as dorms and boardinghouses. 

In my day as a student on the fringes of U-Belt, 
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from trade with the Portuguese (these had not 
been maintained), they succumbed to the superior 
number ofthe invaders. The terrifying effects were 
horrible primarily because of the damage to the 
spirit of the people. Dailisan died in the fray, leav- 
ing his brother Pagbuaya as the sole ruler. 

Realizing that the Terrenates would not rest un- 
til they achieved their total destruction, Pagbuaya 
decided to search for a safer habitat which was not 
so open to the joangas of their enemy and could be 
defended with more ease. Believing that the site 
fad proven unlucky for them and fortune had 
demonstrated her enmity, they left following the 
custom that the house where a ruler had died be 
abandoned by his people and remain unoccupied 
awaiting its ruin. 

A thousand families followed Pagbuaya not 
counting unmarried men. In Bohol, it was the law 
to give a dowry before one could marry or, more 
accurately, buy a wife, But there were many whose 
poverty prevented them from marrying. Among 
these were the slaves ofthe prince who numbered 
more than 500. The fugitives left their home on the 
shores of the strait up to the coast of Baclayon and 
took refuge in the area of the Loboe River where 
their names were preserved for generations in a 
few families of their lineage who were left behind 
after the next exodus. 

Not finding hilis by the riverside, feeling impris- 
oned by the solitary mountains and deprived of the 


admittedly a long time ago, stories abounded of 
the perils we student commuters faced. Particu- 
larly memorable is that of the female student who 
was accosted by a snatcher in the dark sidewalk 
along Forbes and had her necklace ripped from 
around her neck. The girl started to hurry away 
but was rudely yanked back by the criminal, who 
forced the necklace down her throat apparently 
in anger because the necklace was a “fake.” 

Judging from stories my nephews and nieces 
and young friends tell me, criminality in the U- 
Belt area, as well as in Diliman where other learn- 
ing institutions are concentrated, has in fact esca- 
lated. Only these days, the targets of petty crimi- 
nals are no longer jewelry or purses, but cell 
phones and ATM cards. 

WE CLAIM to put a premium on the welfare of 
young people, proclaiming them to be the 
hope of the nation, the future of our race. 

And yet, as the deaths of eight boarders in 
Sampaloc tell us, as well as the tales that 
abound about how young people are routinely 
preyed upon, assaulted, exploited and sus- 
pected of wrongdoing, it seems the rhetoric is 
not supported by concrete action or respon- 
sive policies. 

If local and national authorities were truly 
concerned about the welfare of students in U- 
Belt, for instance, then they should have done 
‘something long ago about the boardinghouses 
and dorms. And we're not talking only about 
fire regulations and fire safety—such as hav- 
ing fire escapes, sprinklers and fire extinguish- 
ers—but also about basic structural safety and 
even just rudimentary sanitation. 

In other countries, governments, recogniz- 
ing that investing in the youth today will pay 
dividends in the country's improved socio-eco- 
nomic prospects, pour money not just into col- 
lege and post-graduate scholarships, but also 
into building quality facilities that would al- 
low the students to realize their full potential. 

In contrast, are we not letting our “best and 
brightest” go to waste, destroying their future 
even before they have a chance to fulfill it? 


sea, Pagbuaya again decided to leave. He and his 
followers migrated to the island of Mindanao, 15 
leagues from their old home. 

"They had not settled for long in their new site. 
before causing concern among the rulers of sur- 
rounding areas and the king of the grandiose is- 
land of Borneo. The latter sent an ambassador 
‘with two joangas, but wary of what had befallen 
them previously, the Dapitanos were set to reject 
his overture of friendship. While the ambassador 
awaited their decision, they saw in the horizon the 
ships of Magellan and his squadron, 

in time, Pagbuaya was converted and his son 
Manooc followed the faith of his father and, wish- 
ing to become a Christian, aided the Spaniards in 
their first conquest of the islands, primarily the 
conquest of Manila and Camarines, bringing his 
soldiers with him and many subjects from tribes 
under him, 

This prince was the first in the roster of those 
converted to the faith carrying the name of the 
king on his standard and calling himself Don Pedro 
Manuel Manooc. He went on to accomplish great 
exploits: aside from his services in Manila and Ca- 
marines, he went into combat against the Moros of 
Mindanao and Jolo attacking them in their own 
houses on one occasion. He also fought the fierce 
Caragas who were then the terror of the islands. 
He subdued the town of Bayug in Mindanao. 

Tt was this prince, the father of Doña Maria Uray, 
who was, for Pastels, a living model of the southern 
tribes by virtue of his Christianity Before he died, he 
requested that he be buried in the city of Cebu, in- 
structing in his last will and testament that his bones. 
be brought to the cathedral. (Simply out of curiosity, 
it would be interesting to know whether the poor 
man's wishes were carried out. If so, does he lie i 
peace in the cathedral of that southern city?) 


Comments at bambiharper@yahoo.com 


Review 


ТУВ BEEN SEATED HERE IN FRONT OF MY COMPUTER 
for almost an hour now. I'm trying to figure out what I am go- 
ing to do to fight my boredom while I wait for the sun to rise. 
Life has been like this since October 2004, the month that 
followed that gruesome bar examination. 

Twas one of the hopefuls in the September 2004 bar ex- 
‘ams. [had resigned from work as early as November the year 
before to concen- 
trate on my review 
and make better 
preparations for the 
bar I had been a 
working student, 
who struggled my 
way though law 
school. After gradua- 
tion, I flew to Manila 
with high hopes for 
my review classes at 
San Beda College. 

Life there was to- 
tally different from what I was accustomed to in the 
province. It was not my first time to set foot in the big city 
though. I had been there twice before, but only for a few 
weeks. I had to make so many adjustments in my lifestyle 
when I was there, I would say. 

1, along with a few former classmates from Silliman Uni- 
versity, rented an apartelle near San Beda, fronting the Chi- 
no Roces Bridge. We were all witnesses to the shouting and 
burning of placards by militant groups, who marched there 
almost every day to air their grievances before the people in 
Malacafiang. It was much easier then to memorize their jin- 
gles than articles of the Civil Code. i 

During our stay, never did we have a dull moment. 1 tan 
still vividly remember the night when a fire gutted a house 
near Aguila Street. And every time I think about what did, it 
brings a smile to my face. 

"We were all asleep and our sweet dreams were broken by 
the loud alarms from fire trucks. And andrenalin rush prompt- 
ей me to jump off my bed. And since I didn't have wings, bal- 
most broke both of my legs and more. Its not that we don’t 
have fire trucks in our province. It's just because we are pot 
used to hearing so many fire trucks responding to a fire. 

From that time on, I would hear fire trucks almost every 
night butit did not rouse me from my sleep anymore. I quick- 
ly got used to their sounds. 

‘One thing that added color to my stay in Mendiola was the 
Light Rail Transit. It served as my alarm clock in the morn- 
ings. The screeching sound it made on the rails and the blow- 
ing of its horns were more effective than а thousand alarm 
clocks. The LRT was the first thing I would see from my win- 
dow every time I woke up up. ? 

And then there was Centro Escolar University, What а 
wonderful sight it was to me. It was a constant reminder that 
Twas in the big city far from home. 

It was also while reviewing for the bar that 1 learned to live 
оп a tight budget, thanks to Adelaine. I haven't met a person as 
kuripot as my friend Adz. If we were being frugal it was not þe- 
cause our parents did not give us enough to buy decent meals, 
but because we were terribly afraid that we might starve if we 
didn't spend our money wisely. So when we bought our break- 
fast, Adz and 1 would divide it in two, keeping half,ofit.for 
lunch. There were times when our breakfast ended up as our 
lunch and dinner, too. Put yourself in our shoes, and I assure 
your that in month's time, you will be as skinny as your favorite 


model. 

‘Who can forget the handsome guys in San Beda? It, Was 
like raining men every day for Ate Ritchie, my room mate 
with an Adam's apple. 

Visiting the churches around the University Belt became 
part of our lives during the review. Funny how we becomein- 
stant devotees when we need something from the Lord, Even. 
Ош Lady of Manaoag in faraway Pangasinan and the срп- 
vent of the Pink Sisters in Baguio were visited by some ofi ош 
fellow examinees. T 

Now looking around the peaceful surroundings in our place 
brings back memories of the people on Recto Avenue, who 
make the street their homes. The first time I walked down that 
avenue, my instinct told me to walk faster or, better yey to 
run. Some people were openly sniffing rugby children incid- 
ed, maybe to forget the cravings of their stomachs, , 

Tmay have not made it as a lawyer on my first try, but the 
rich experiences I had during the review taught me mény 
lessons in life. The friends I came to know are blessings 
enough for me to be thankful about. The family of Manéng 
Vicente, the caretaker of the building, welcomed and treated 
us with kindness. They showed me that being happy has 
nothing to do with having material things. 

My six-month stay in Manila exposed me to the different 
struggles of the people I met there, making me appreciate 
more the blessings 1 enjoy now. Falling the bar is not the énd 
of my dreams, I always tell myself. From that sad experience, 
Tlearned that when you want something badly, you havé to 
strive hard and pray hard. I did the best 1 could, but the Lord 
did not grant what I wanted that time. Maybe He's got same 
other things in store for me or it's not the perfect time yet 


Young BLOOD 
Cindy T. Hisona 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


Cindy T. Hisona, 29, finished law at Silliman University in ри. 
maguete City and now works for the city government of 
Bayawan, Oriental Negros. | 


[ Notice то Үоимсв1оор. CONTRIBUTORS: 
Send your contributions by e-mail to youngblood ing 
er.com.ph together with your address, age and the school, 
course and year you're enrolled in or, if employed, the post 
tion you're holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
published. 1 


THEY SAID 
Healthy CTPL ^ 


"We want to see a healthy competition and not à 
monopoly" 3 
finance Secretary Margarito Teves on lans of the Government. 

Service Insurance System to corner rhe nation's comprehensive у; 
third-party liability policies for vehicle owners 


Rewarding thoughts 
“то see one's Byline can be affirming enough but tp 
shape public opinion is more rewarding.” 

RF Orain Cabueñias, one of NQUIRERS provincial correspon- 
dents " 


Art of sharing ; 

“What else is an artists talent for if you don't share it?" 
Artist em Aber, creator of INQUIRER official mascot биуйо, 
ар to dlaplaeed children of cly dwellers in An; 
tipolo and ug : 
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The INQUIRER is a member of the 
PHILIPPINE PRESS INSTITUTE 


"The National Association of Philippine Newspapers 
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Congressmen will impeach 
Comelec commissioners? 


WAST YEAR, THE SUPREME COURT NULLI- 
fied the Commission On Elections’ P1.24-bil- 
lión contract with Mega Pacific for the pur- 
dháse of counting machines, citing irregulari- 
tiég in the bidding process. The Supreme Court 
algo urged the Comelec and the Office of the 
Solicitor General to recover the more than P1 
billion (actually, P1.05 billion, according to the 
Senate blue ribbon committee) paid to the 
"winning" bidder. 

Tn the ongoing budget hearing, the Comelec 
is asking for P10 billion, a 900-percent in- 
crease from last year. In the face of the Com- 
«ес effrontery, the senators have asked Com- 
«ес Chair Benjamin Abalos and all other Com- 
elec officials involved in the anomalous bid- 


ding and purchase of the counting machines to 
resign. However, because they are makers of a 
constitutional body, impeachment is the only 
way out for them. 

In a rare show of unity, both houses of 
Congress should join hands for the impeach- 
ment of the Comelec officials. The House 
should initiate the impeachment process. For- 
mer commissioners of the Comelec who have. 
had a hand in the questionable bidding and 
purchase should be charged in court. 

Are members of Congress willing to go this 
far? 

—APOLONIO G. RAMOS, 
42 Mindanao St, 
Marikina City 


Clarification of ‘complication’ 


IN THE BANNER STORY OF PDI, DEC. 18, 
2005, (Govt to Meralco: Pay up) reference was 
made to the plunder case 1 filed with the Om- 
budsman against the National Power Corpora- 
tion and Meralco as a “complication” in the 
collection of Meralco's contractual debts. 

Lest INQuinzn readers are misled by that un- 
fortunate characterization of the plunder case, 
allow me to make the following clarifications: 

z1. Lam for the "immediate collection of the 
full value of the 10-year contract, which is 
about P44.2 billion. Napocor' selling rate at 
that time, as affirmed in ERC case No.2001- 
646/2001-900, was P2.46 per kWh. 

2. The amount, the penalty for Meralco's re- 
fusal to perform a contractual obligation, 
should be collected from the parties who bene- 
fitéd from it—in this case, from the Meralco 
Lopez-owned IPPs, whose electricity was used 
(instead of Napocor power), despite its being 
more expensive, at P4.21 per kWh, versus 
Napocor's at P2.46 per kWh. 


Religious duplicity 


LITO DAVID'S CONCERN ABOUT 
giving a satisfactory answer to his 
daughter who asked about hon- 
esty and cheating (PDI, 
12/17/05) is precisely the reason 
why the bishops of the Philippines 
should lend a hand in asking Glo- 
ria Macapagal-Arroyo to resign. 
But they chose to speak from both 
sides of the mouth when they 
should speak plainly and clearly 
and without duplicity—the way 
Nathanael spoke and Jesus named 


Galilee. 
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him Bartolomew, son of learning. 
Nathaniel spoke about the 
good that can come out of 


ops—unless they really could not 
see through the eyes of 80 per- 
cent of the Filipino people that 
GMA cheated, not just through 
former Election Commissioner 
Virgilio Garcillano and the Na- 
tional Movement for Free Elec- 
tions, but also with the stench of 
the overpriced bottled fertilizers 


tes 


3, Napocor's failure to enforce the 10-year 
contract against Meralco and protect the mar- 
ket for its own IPPs (to which it was contractu- 
ally obligated), thus leading to the notorious 
Purchased Power Adjustments (PPAS), 
amounts to criminal neglect under the anti- 
graft laws. 

4. To the extent that Meralco, its sharehold- 
ers and the Lopez-owned IPPs benefited from 
Napocor’ failure and neglect, we think they, 
too, are liable under the anti-graft laws. 

With this clarification, we hope it will be 
clear to Meralco customers that the case we 
filed with the Ombudsman is meant to protect 
them from having to pay for Meralco's viola- 
tions of its contract with Napocor; and to make 
sure that Napocor's PPA is reduced by its full 
recovery of foregone market opportunities 

—GUALBERTOJ. DELA LLANA, 
Lot 18, Bik 21 Lapu Lapu St., 
‘New Capitol Estate I, 

Batasan Hills, Quezon City 


So should the bish- 


those that 


ALL NEW SEASON 


THES" 
APPRENTICE 


MONDAY 


| они caine | Bitte [rests 
Lied odi 1-78 poma | 
emj — mE, 
Ба = 
Вы 
== 


[eases | gp 


[ormoc | ots 
Pore 

ranean [rei {ш 
мт 

maw 


sl 
E 


г 
joris | мы 
nam 


ос 


T 


[| 


р-а 
pm 
d 


{semen 


| 


meses queste Sm fas 


" 
1 joue se 
| 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


. OPINION 


and the tampered certificate of 
canvass and election returns. 

What else do bishops need for 
them to be convinced and to come 
right out and say: In a Christian 
democracy, cheating in the elec- 
tions and vote-buying are not an 
option. Should the President be 
subject to standards well-below 
are demanded of 
Ceasar’s wife—beyond reproach, 
in fact and in appearance? 

On morality issues like this, 1 


pm 
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Witness to Senate vote 
on US bases 


WITH REFERENCE TO YOUR FRONTPAGE 
story titled "Behind closed doors: US bases’ 
fate decided” (PDI, 1/2/06), 1 wish to state for 
the record, that it was not the late Sen. Jose W. 
Diokno who witnessed the vote; in fact, he was 
deceased by that time; it was former Sen. 
Lorenzo Tafiada, the grand old man of the Na- 
tionalist Movement who was at the Senate ses- 
sion hall to witness the vote. I was there, I wit- 
nessed him stand and raise his right fist. 
Secondly, it was not “Behind closed doors” 
as it was covered live on ABS-CBN. In fact, to 
this day, there are taped recordings of that his- 
toric event which can be reviewed. The Fil- 
ipino people watched the debate for weeks on 
national television—from the hearings in a 
committee of the whole to the nominal vote. 
Iwas chief of staff of Sen. Wigberto Tafiada 
and that gave me a historical opportunity to be 
part of the whole process. And together with 
all the staff and Senate personnel who worked 
behind the scenes, either for or against the 
bases, the experience will never be forgotten. 
In the interest of truth and professional 
journalism, kindly correct the story. 
CONCEPCION C. ASIS, 
former chief of staff 
of Sen. Wigberto Tafiada 


We made the correction on Jan. 3, 2006. Our 
deep apologies to the family of the great nation- 
alist Lorenzo Tañada.—Ed. 


expect the leaders of my Church to 
take a stand, regardless of what 
people say about the separation of 
Church and State. 1 do not expect 
the leaders of my Church to play 
politics and to exercise what they 
euphemistically call diplomacy, 
which in my book is the letter Н 
the Lord accused the scribes and 
pharisees of and warned us all 
against. 
КОВА RIEL, 
aurora riel@yahoo.com 
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ConCom could have come up with 
proposals without consulting public 


TWAS STRUCK BY THE "WHAT IS 
Really Immoral” paid advertise- 
ment of the Constitutional Con- 
sultative Commission (ConCom). 
(PDI, 1/3/06) 

It stated that itis immoral and 
unacceptable if we do not change 
the system of governance that, 
according to the ad, has preve 
ed effective governance. But the 
ConCom forgot that effective 
governance does not depend on 
just the form of government or 
the laws. To a much greater ex- 
tent, it depends on whether we 
have honest or corrupt politicians 
and citizens. 

What proof is there that a par- 
liamentary-federal government 
тип by the same crooked politi- 
cians will 

* remove poverty 

reduce inequality 

* improve infrastructure 


ө improve the rule of law 
ө stop graft and corruption 
If bad leaders and corrupt 
politicians are the major cause of 
our problems, why deprive the cit- 
izens of their right to vote and the 
right to remove those politicians, 
thus solve those problems? 
Unfortunately, the ConCom 
failed to study the root cause of 
our problems as well as to find re- 
alistic and effective solutions to 
those problems. After wasting so 
much time and money, it gave us a 
draft constitution and transitory 
provisions that its members could 
have come up with, immediately 
during their first session, without 
going through the motions of 
pseudo consultations with the 
public. 
MANUEL A. ALCUAZ JR., 
Unit 710, Globe Telecom Plaza, 
Pioneer Street, Mandaluyong City 


Marcelo deserves credit 


WHILE I AGREE THAT GLORIA 
Macapagal-Arroyo's _anti-corrup- 
tion promises are all for show, 1 
just can't agree with Procopio Bel- 
tran, who stated in his letter (PDI, 
12/27/05) that Simeon Marcelo 
accomplished nothing significant 
during his stint as the country’s 
ombudsman. 

Though just a speculation, 
Marcelo is said to have tendered 
his resignation because of pres- 
sure from the Palace concerning 
the case of my kababayan, for- 
mer Justice Secretary Nani 
Perez. If the speculation is cor- 


rect, it only shows that Marcelo 
has chosen not to compromise 
his conviction. This is the same 
conviction that prompted him to 
rule against another 
Batangueño, then the president 
of the Batangas State University 
who faced various charges of 
corruption and a known ally and 
kumpadre of another 
Batangueño in the Palace, who is 
very close to СМА. 
1 think Marcelo deserves credit 
for his anti-corruption efforts. 
—CARLITO BISA, 
lito bisaGyahoo.com 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or suggestions about the 
treatment of news and photos by the Inquirer, you may write to the 
Readers' Advocate, Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces Avenue, 
comer Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or send a fax to 
Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail readersadvocate@ inquir- 
er.com.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are requested to include their com- 
plete address and telephone or pager number or e-mail address for 
verification purposes. The Inquirer will not publish any letter un- 
less such information is supplied. 
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Arrests confirm ‘jueteng return 


CAMP VICENTELIM, Te — 

legal gambling unit of 
the Philippine National Police 
(PNP) from Camp Crame arrest- 
ed 46 persons on board four vehi- 
cles after they allegedly held an 
illegal numbers game draw in- 
side a subdivision in General 


Trias, Cavite late Sunday. 

The arrest was made after a top official of 
the Cavite police flatly denied the supposed 
resurgence of “jueteng” as reported by Vice 
Gov. Johnvic Remulla. 

Chief Supt. Jesus Verzosa, PNP Calabar- 
zon director, said members of the Anti-Ille- 
gal Gambling Special Operations Task 
Force arrested the suspects after the win- 
ning jueteng combinations were drawn at 
Holiday Homes Subdivision at about 5:30 
pm. 

Verzosa said the suspects were already оп 
board three passenger vehicles and a Hyundai 
van when they were apprehended. 

Most of the arrested individuals were co- 
bradores (bet collectors) from Cavite, he said. 


POLICE gather some of the 46 men who were arrested for “jueteng” 


and masterminds are still at large. 


— 


APOLICEMAN holds a copy of an INQUIRER issue on “jueteng” following raids in Cavite. 
mi 


Cavite. All of them were. 


a 


2 


bet collectors, indicating that their operators. 
mamonga 


Recovered from them were P20,000 in Ж 
bets, several pieces of lastillas and other para- 3i 
phernalia used in jueteng. 

"The raid in Cavite prompted Verzosa to or- 
der an immediate investigation of the alleged 
proliferation of jueteng in other areas in the 
region like Laguna and Batangas. 

Не said they would look into reports that 
some police officials condoned the operations 
of jueteng in Cavite. 

"We will not tolerate our men who are re- 
miss in their job against jueteng. Iwill not al- 


gion,” Verzosa told the INQUIRER. 


SUPER BRAND’: 
GOLD 2005" 


SUPER BRAND ; 
PLATINUM 2004 
low the return of this illegal activity inthere- SUPER BRAND 


GOLD 2003. 


Comeback 

Remulla said the arrests only showed that. 
the underground lottery had indeed made a 
comeback in his province. 

“The arrests proved that jueteng is 
again flourishing in Cavite. Unfortunate- 


SUPER BRAND 
GOLD 2002:. 


SUPER BRAND. 
GOLD 2001;, 


ly, some local officials turned a blind еуе SUPER BRAND. 


on the issue," he said in a mobile phone in- 
terview. 


GOLD 2000., 


It was Remulla who earlier told the Inour- SUPER BRAND” 


та that jueteng had returned in Cavite during 
the holiday season. 

Senior Supt. Benjardi Mantele, Cavite po- 
lice director, strongly belied Remulla’s claims 
but said he would order a probe into the alle- 
gations. 

Remulla identified a certain Gani Kupkupin 
as the maintainer of jueteng in at least five 
Cavite towns. 

He, however, declined to give the names of 
unscrupulous local officials who tolerated 
and benefited from jueteng. 

Verzosa said he had already ordered the 
relief of Chief Insp. Conrado Gongon, 
General Trias police chief, based on the 
recommendation of PNP chief Director 
General Arturo Lomibao for his failure to 
stop jueteng operations in his jurisdic- 
tion. 

He said he likewise ordered Mantele to ap- 
point an officer in charge as replacement for 
Gongon. 


One-strike policy 

Gongon was the fifth casualty of the 
PNP's "one-strike policy" against jueteng in 
Calabarzon. 

According to the policy town police 
chiefs will be sacked whenever members of 
the anti-illegal gambling unit are able to 
prove that jueteng exists in their respective 
areas. 

Five months ago, the police chiefs in Pagbi- 
Jao, Quezon and Padre Garcia, Batangas were 
relieved after anti-gambling agents conduct- 
ed suécessful anti-jueteng raids in the munici- 
palities. 

One of those arrested was Ricky Cortez 
who confessed that he was the table manager 
of jueteng in the area. 

He admitted in a television interview that 
they revived the underground lottery in 
Cavite last Jan. 2. 

Cortez, however, said what they had was 
not an organized, full-blown jueteng opera- 
tion as alleged by Remulla but a small-scale, 
guerrilla-type one. ‘Marlon Ramos, PDI 
Southern Luzon Bureau 


Going organic seen way to compete with imported veggies 


By Donna Demetillo 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


LA TRINIDAD, BENGUET—ORGANIC FARM- 
ing isthe way to go if local farmers are to com- 
pete with the rush of imported produce into 
the country brought about by the World Trade 
Organization, according to Dr. Rogelio Colt- 
ing, president of the Benguet State University 
(BSU) here. 

Colting said there is a growing market for 
organically grown fruits and vegetables with 
more and more people becoming conscious of 


their health. 

Tn fact, because of the high demand for or- 
ganic food and insufficient supply, organic 
products rake in more income for a handful of 
organic farmers. 

"In 1983, Baguio cabbages were sold at 
P35 per kilo in Davao while organic cabbages 
were sold at P65,” Franco Bawang, BSU vice 
president, said. 

Colting said: "Organic farming could save 
the vegetable industry in the Cordillera. 
‘There is a market. People are becoming con- 
scious of what they are eating. But we lack 


OUTDOOR CLUB 


goodies to the tribal people. 


‘The Philippine Amusement and Gaming Corp.'s Outdoor Club (POC) made its way to 
Morong, Bataan to distribute Christmas gifts to 77 Aeta families. Led by POC head Jesus 
Casabar, the mountaineering group distributed used clothes, shoes, candies and other 
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farmers who are willing to go organic.” 

BSU will hold the first Cordillera organic 
agriculture Congress on Jan. 13-14 as part of 
the campaign to convince more farmers to 
shift from conventional farming to organic 
farming. 

BSU will also launch its organic university 
program, a consolidation of university-wide 
efforts towards organic farming, on Jan. 9. 

‘The program is a response to the global 
concern on environmental degradation and 
food contamination caused by harmful 
chemicals. 


It aims to establish ecologically safe 
concepts through organic principles and 
practices. 

То demonstrate the concept of an organic. 
university, seven healing gardens will also be 
opened on Jan. 9 at the BSU compound here. 

“This is a group of small gardens—of flow- 
ers, vegetables, salad crops, herbs, fruits, cac- 
tus, and a pond where people can draw posi- 
tive energy and experience some kind of heal- 
ing,” said Marlene Atinyao, dean of the Col- 
lege of Agriculture and chair ofthe Task Force 
on Organic University. 


Bohol town prepares for burial 
of Filipina soldier slain in Iraq 


By Jhunnex Napallacan 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


CEBU CITY-SGT ММА MARAVILLOSA IS 
coming home to her hometown in Inabanga, Bohol 
оп Wednesday but it wil not be a happy reunion. 

Her mother, Estelita, with local and school 
officials would be at the airport in the capital 
city of Tagbilaran to welcome her back. 

"The United States Army will bring her remains 
so she could be buried next to the grave of her 
grandfather in Barangay U-og in Inabanga town. 

Inabanga Mayor Josephine Socorro Ju- 
mamoy said Estelita and her sisters Lorie 
Lumayag and Bernarda Lumayag-Rodriguez 
came home from Hawaii last Sunday, three 
days ahead the scheduled arrival of Myla. 

She would fetch her daughter at the Tagbi- 
laran airport, which would be brought in at 
about 11 a.m. by the US Army plane from the 
military base in Delaware. 

"We, the town and provincial officials head- 
ed by Gov. Erico Aumentado will be there at 
the airport to fetch her remains,” she added. 


Officials of U-og Elementary Schools and 
Holy Spirit School where Myla completed her 
elementary and high school education, would 
also receive her at the airport. 

The mayor was not sure if the US plane 
would make a stopover in Manila or go directly 
to Tagbilaran from a military base in Delaware. 

Myla and her mother had moved to Hawaii 
in the 1990s when Myla was only 16 and had 
just graduated from high school. She later 
‘went to serve in the US military. 

Ап only child, Myla was killed on Christ- 
mas Eve when her Humvee was hit by rocket- 
propelled grenades in Iraq. 

Jumamoy said Myla's relatives had agreed 
to bury her at the barangay cemetery in U-og, 
Inabanga, on Jan. 19, nine days after her ar- 
rival on Wednesday. 

US military officials were expected to ar- 
rive in Inabanga next week for Myla's burial 
where she would be given full military hon- 
ors, said the mayor. 

Aumentado said they had prepared the 
burial site of Maravillosa. 
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Trader, wife, daughter oe | 
found dead in Iloilo home 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 10,2006 


By Nestor P Burgos Jr. daughter Kathy, near the door vious marriage Archie, 23, and 
PDI Visayas Bureau ofthe master bedroom. Both al- John Michael, 19, said Chief 

so had stab wounds in the Supt. Doroteo Reyes II, Western 
ILOILO CITY—AN ILONGGO chest. Visayas police director, quoting 


businessman, his wife and their _ Tan is owner of Crown Agro the statement of Tan's sons. 

6-year-old daughter was found Chemical, which sells pesticides, Archie and John Michael told 

stabbed dead inside their house fertilizers, and other agricultural investigators they sneaked out 

at dawn yesterday. inputs. Cynthia belongs to the around midnight yesterday for a 
Francisco “Bobby” Тап suf- prominent Zayco clan in Negros night out by jumping over the 

fered multiple stab wounds inthe Occidental and is the niece of the concrete fence. 

chest when he was found sprawl- province's vice governor, Izidro 


ing in the master bedroom onthe 7аусо. Discovery 
second floor of their residence They said they returned 
along М.Н. del Pilar Street in Mo- Unharmed around 3 a.m. and found the re- 


lo District The couple's five other chil- mains of the victims when they 
; dren and Tan's aunt, business- returned to their rooms, 

Bodies woman Conchita Tan, were un- They immediately called the 

The body of his wife Cynthia harmed. other members of the household 


Marie Zayco-Tan was found in The victims’ remains were dis- who helped bring the victims to 


an adjacent bedroom and their covered by Tan's sons from a pre- the hospital. ONE OF the pet dogs of the Tans roams in the victims’ home in Iloilo. ARNOLD дастовез BUREAU 


Tanauan folk 
| hold vigil 
| to back mayor 


3|. TANAUAN CITY—MORE THAN 700 SUPPORT- 
Д ers of embattled Mayor Alfredo Corona trooped 
to the City Hall grounds here late Sunday night 
and held a vigil in anticipation of a supposed or- 
der of the Commission on Elections (Comelec) 
to vacate his post in favor of the incumbent 
‘mayor's rival in the last elections. 

The protesters, led by the Kalipunan ng 
mga Тапацейо Para sa Tunay na Tinig ng Tao 
(Katapat), accused election officials and So- 
nia Torres-Aquino, Corona's rival, of conniv- 
ing with each other to reverse the results of 
the last elections. 

Katapat is made up of seven people's orga- 
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Я nizations with about 5,000 members. 

j| Aurelio Lanto, Katapat chair, assailed the 
Я Comelec decision and described it as a farce. 

j He said they went to the City Hall as news 


spread that Torres-Aquino would seat as the 
3| mew Tanauan mayor after the Comelec al- 
Я legedly issued a writ of execution. 

| “We are not here to support Mayor Corona 
but to defend our right to choose and be 
heard. The people of Tanauan know who real- 
| ly won the elections. We just cannot accept» 
В the Comelecs decision (favoring Torres- 
i 2 Aquino)," Llanto said. 

The writ would have enforced the Dec. 22, 
2005 ruling of the Comelec's second division, 

which said Torres-Aquino won by 3, 102 votes 
ї over Corona after а revision of the ballots. 

The local election board had Corona win- 
ning by 3,741 over Torres-Aquino, 

Both ran under the administration party 
Lakas. 

Аз of 3 p.m. yesterday, at least 400 support- 
ers of Corona were still at the City Hall 
grounds as if to guard the mayor who stayed 
at his office the whole day. 

Despite the rally, operations at the City Hall 
remained normal, said administrator Norber- 
to Mendoza. 

Corona filed on Friday a motion for volun- 
tary inhibition and the disqualification of 
Election Commissioner Rufino Javier for his 
“indecently sudden and anomalously abrupt 
vote," which favored Torres-Aquino. 

Javier had concurred with Commissioner 
‘Mehol Sadain's 465-page resolution a day af- 
ter his appointment to the division on Dec. 
20, 2005. 

Commissioner Florentino Tuazon issued a 
separate 110-page dissenting opinion favor- 
ing the incumbent mayor. 

n his motion, Corona urged the election 
body to prohibit Javier from further partici- 
pating in his election case, which is now on 
appeal. 

He noted that it was very obvious that 
Javier's decision was an uninformed and arbi- 
trary one, and was never based on the merits 
of the case. 

"How can Javier study the almost 600-page 
decision of the two other commissioners in just 
barely two days?” Corona said. Marlon Ramos, 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Security tight 
for Asean meet 


DAVAO CITY—AUTHORITIES HERE ARE EX- 
pected to be more stringent in security measures, + 
following reports of possible terrorism attacks 
during the week-long Asean Tourism Forum 
(ATR), which is scheduled to start this week. 

| “We have identified some personalities whom 
| we suspect to be in the city" said Mayor Rodrigo 
| | Durere during his Sunday TV program, 

He said authorities have monitored terror- 
я ist elements prowling in the city and аге now 
| у ты | being hunted. 

"There is a specific threat... And we just 
have to face it," the mayor said. 

Duterte said he even ordered the police and 
military to take “preemptive steps," 

Some 2,000 foreign delegates are expected. 
to be in the city for the АТТ a yearly summit of 
foreign ministers in the Asean with tigni- 
taries and businessmen in tow, 

‘Although the ATF would significantly boost the 
image of the city asa tourist and business haven, 
its been a security nightmare for the authorities- 

Dennis Jay Santos, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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By Margaux C. Ortiz 


TEN SUSPECTS IN THE ABDUC- 
tion and killing of publicist Sal- 
vador "Bubby' Dacer and his 
driver Emmanuel Corbito in 
November 2000 were arraigned 
yesterday morning at the Manila 
Regional Trial Court on double 
murder charges. 

Wearing faded yellow detainee 
‘Tshirts and grim expressions on 
their faces, SPO4 Marino Sobera- 
no, SPO3 Mauro Torres, SPO3 
Jose Escalante, SPO1 Ruperto 
Nemeno, and PO2 Thomas 
Sarmiento Jr. pleaded not guilty 
to the charges filed against them 
in the courtroom of Judge Myra 
Garcia Fernandez. 

The five policemen were for- 
merly assigned to the disbanded- 
Presidential Anti-Organized 
Crime Task Force (PAOCTF). 


The other suspects, Crisostomo 
Purificacion, Margarito Cueno, 
Renato Malabanan, Jovencio 
Malabanan and Rommel Rollan, 
also pleaded not guilty. The five 
were former agents of the task 
force. 

Brothers Jimmy and William 
Lopez, and Alex Diloy, who were 
among the accused but were later 
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10 suspects in Dacer slay 
case enter not guilty plea 


included in the Witness Protec- 
tion Program, also appeared dur- 
ing the proceedings. Judge Fer- 
nandez set the formal prelimi- 
nary investigation for the case on 
Feb. 6and 13. 

Ina 24-page decision issued on 
Oct. 10, 2005, the Supreme Court 
ruled that former Senior Supt. 
Michael Ray Aquino should be in- 
cluded as a respondent in the 
killing of Dacer and Corbito. 

yuino, a former РАОСТЕ offi- 
‚ is detained in the United 
States on conspiracy charges. He 
was arrested by the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation last September. 

The high court, however, said 
Supt. Glenn Dumlao, who had 
linked Aquino and several others 
to the crime, should be excluded 
авап accused 

The decision, penned by Asso- 
ciate Justice Minita Chico 


Nazario, affirmed a ruling of the 
Court of Appeals to include 
Aquino in the charge sheet for the 
double murder case. 

Earlier, the appellate court 
overturned a Manila Regional Tri- 
al Court ruling, which junked the 
“amended information” of the 

ent of Justice that 
sought to include Aquino in the 


case. 

‘Also charged in the amended 
information were Senior Supt. 
Cesar Mancao, Senior Supt. Te- 
ofilo Vina, SPO2 Allan Villanue- 
va, SPO4 Benjamin Taladua, 
SPO1 William Reed, SPO1 Mario 
Sarmiento, SPO1 Rolando La- 
casandile, Chief Insp. Vicente Ar- 
nado, Insp. Roberto Langcauon 
and Digo de Pedro. Langcauon 

il while Vina was 
gunned down in Tanza, Cavite, in 
2003. The others remain at large. 
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Street kids’ haven 
AHAVEN for street children and bat- 
‘tered women has been proposed by 
the Marikina City Council to serve as 
a temporary shelter as they чай to 
be reunited with ther 

families. "We want an 
environment that 
would be conducive 
especially for the street 
children,” said Legal 
Affairs Coordinator 
Deanna Racquel De Je- 
sus of the Vice Mayor's Office. 

Based on a city ordinance passed 
fast year, policemen and govern- 
ment officials can take custody of 
street children and bring them to the 
City Holding Center. The facility, 
however, is also a full-scale rehablil- 
tation center for drug dependents 
andis therefore "no longer an ade- 
quate environment for the tempo- 
rary housing of street children," ac- 
cording to the resolution introduced 
by Cour r Lea Carlos. But will the 
city government have enough funds 
for the proposed project? “This is 
the right time to tackle this social 
concern. Passing a resolution urg- 
ing our city government to under- 
take this project would be thefirst 
step towards the realization of our 
goal," De Jesus said. Edson C. Tan- 
doc Jr. 


Boy recovers 


from meningo 
THE 4-YEAR-OLD boy who was di- 
agnosed with meningococcemia in 
Marikina City last week оп 
his way to “full recovery 
doctors said. Amang Ro- 
driguez Medical Center 
Е (ARMC) Director Ricardo 
БО), Lustre told the houren yes- 
terday that the boy's attend 


ШАКЕ Ио ing doctors at the San 


Lazaro Hospital had told 
them the patient could be dis- 
charged "probably this week." Lus- 
tre advised city residents not to take 
a fever for granted as this could be a 
symptom of a more serious illness, 
like meningococcemia. 

Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


Alias ‘Palos’ nabbed 
‘THE FORMER wife of a suspect ac- `2 
cused of attempted murder, who 

could no longer stomach his crimi- yr 
nal activities, alerted police to his 
presence which led to his arrest yes 
teróay. Arrested was Alexander 

Guhit, alias "Palos," (slippery) of 
Dagat-Dagatan, Caloocan City. Guhit 
had been accused of stabbing sever- È 
al people without any provocation. 
After each incident, the suspect 

would disappear. Nancy С. Carvajal 


QC launches intensive 
drive vs TB via ‘Sagip Baga’ 


By Dj Yap 


MORE THAN 60 YEARS SINCE TUBERCULO- 
sis claimed the life of President Manuel 1. 
Quezon, the city named after him is still grap- 
pling with the killer respiratory disease. 

Ina bid to control TB by 2015, the Quezon 
Gity government yesterday launched “Sagip 
Baga Quezon City” a nine-year campaign 
seeking to educate the public about ways to 
fight the fifth most common cause of death 
among residents. 

It will be an uphill battle. As many as 
15,000 Quezon City residents are believed to 
be afflicted with tuberculosis or TB, with 
7,500 new cases reported every year, accord- 
ing to the city health office. 

Half of the figure, or about 3,500 cases are 
highly contagious, said city chief health offi- 
cer Maria Paz Ugalde, citing figures from the 
Philippine Coalition Against Tuberculosis. 

In turn, a person with a highly contagious 
case of TB may infect between five and 10 
people every year, she added. Quezon, the 
first Commonwealth president, died of the 
disease on Aug. 1, 1944. 

То help prevent the spread of the deadly 
disease, Quezon City has teamed up with the 
Department of Health, the Lung Center of the 
Philippines, and several public and private or- 
ganizations, for Sagip Baga, a comprehensive 
anti-TB program. 

At the launching of the program yesterday 
at City Hall, Mayor Feliciano Belmonte Jr. said 
that TB remains a big threat to the public, 
even though there is a mistaken perception 


that the disease is no longer prevalent. 

Although the disease is both preventable 
and curable, two factors stop infected pa- 
tients from being cured, Belmonte said. 

The first is the stigma attached to the dis- 
ease, he said. Many people are ashamed to 
admit they have TB, because they do not want 
others to start avoiding them, he added. 

“They do not consult a doctor, and before 
long, they will have infected their own chil- 
dren,” Belmonte said. 

The second factor is the mistaken belief 
that the disease can be cured by self-medica- 
tion, Belmonte said. 

TB can be cured if patients simply go 
through the whole treatment regimen and 
continue medication for about six months, 
depending on the severity of their condition, 
the mayor said. 

Many people, however, often stop taking 
their medicine once they begin feeling well, 
he said. When the disease resurfaces, it will 
have become immune to normal medication, 
thus, patiens end up spending up to 
P200,000 for treatment, Belmonte noted. 

ТВ is a chronic infectious disease caused by 
Mycobacterium tuberculosis, or bacteria that 
are transmitted through airborne droplets 
from the cough or sneeze of infected persons. 
Ifleftuntreated, it can lead to a disabling con- 
dition and even death. 

‘According to Ugalde, the city health office 
can only detect and assist less than 1,300 cas- 
es, and successfully cure 1,000 from the large 
pool of TB-infected persons, based on 2004 
data. 


Corruption caused 
the Sampaloc tragedy 


‘THE FIRE THAT DESTROYED A BOARDING- 
house at the University Belt in Manila and 
Killed eight persons, mostly students, was a 
tragedy waiting to happen. 

The blame should be placed on the laps 
of the following offices: the license division 
and the office of the building administrator 
of the Manila City Hall, and the Manila fire 
department. 

Had those offices or 
agencies been true to 
their jobs, Sunday's 
tragedy would not have 
taken place. 

Almost all the 
boardinghouses at 
the University Belt 
are virtual death 
traps. 

Mostly made of wooden materials, 
these boardinghouses are old and dilap 
dated, When fire breaks out, it spreads 
fast. 

Boarders are packed like sardines in 
these dormitories. А room is divided into 
cubicles with double or triple decks inside 
each cubicle. 

On top of all these, most houses at the Uni- 
versity Belt don't have fire exits or ladders. 
And if they do have fire exits or ladders, the 
windows leading to the fire exits are pad- 
locked and the keys are kept by the landlady 
orlandiord. 

Officials and employees of the license di- 
vision, the office of the building adminis- 
trator and the fire department periodically 
inspect the buildings. But the visits are 
mostly not official, but social (read: »ollec- 
tion of bribes). 

Of course, there will be investigations and 
inspections of houses in the Sampaloc area 
where the University Belt is located. Officials 
of these agencies will, for the benefit of the 
media, close down dormitories they consider 
fire traps. 

But after the furor dies down, it’s back to 
normal again, meaning, back to collecting 


ON TARGET 


Ramon Tulfo 


bribes from owners of the “death traps.” 

Up to now, the National Bureau of Investi- 
gation doesn’t have a permanent chief almost 
a month after the death of Director Reynaldo 
Wycoco from a stroke. 

Nestor Mantaring is director in an acting 
capacity. Reports say he will eventually be 
replaced. 

There are rumors 
that an outsider, most 
probably a police gen- 
eral, may again be at 
the helm of the coun- 
пуз premier law en- 
forcement agency. 

The rumors have 
sent the morale of NBI 
agents plunging. They 

want one of their own to be their chief. 

If President Macapagal-Arroyo is averse to 
having an insider as NBI chief, why not a for- 
mer insider, say, Orlando Dizon? 

Dizon resigned from the NBI to become 
associate commissioner at the Bureau of 
Immigration. But he’s now out of the immi- 
gration bureau. 

‘A Kapampangan like the President, Dizon 
was respected by his peers at the NBI when he 
was still in the bureau. He was a “go-getter,” 
meaning he didn't leave any assignment un- 
finished, And he was assigned the “dirty jobs.” 
Tleave that to the imagination of the readers. 

A department head at the East Avenue 
Medical Center continues to hold on to her 
posteven after she was asked to resign by the. 
Department of Health. An investigating panel 
has found that the department head made 
charity patients pay their hospital bills. 

Health Undersecretary Jade del Mundo or- 
dered the EAMC head, Dr. Rolando Cortez, to 
hand the department head the verdict. She 
was asked to resign to give her a graceful exit 
and for her to receive benefits. 

But Dr. Cortez hasn't given her the notice 
to vacate. Why? 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


THE PARANAQUE CITY GOVERN- 
ment is optimistic that its recent ac- 
quisition ofa parcel of land from the 
Public Reclamation Authority 
(PRA) would give residents a range. 
of investment possibilities and more 
revenues for its coffers. 

The 1.5 has of land was recently 
accepted by the local government as 
the РАА (formerly Public Estates 
Authority) initial payment for tax li 
abilities worth more than P737 mil- 
lion from Jan. 1, 2001 to Dec. 31, 
2005. 

Resolution 331 was approved by 
the city council last month, ratifying 
and approving the compromise 
agreement between the city and 
PRA represented by its general 
manager; Teodorico Taguinod, to 
settle the agency's real property tax 


Reclaimed land brings 
windfall to Paranaque 


arrears by paying in kind. The re- 
claimed land includes the 5,266 
sq.m. Fishermen's Wharf in Baran- 
gay La Huerta and the 9,937 sq. m. 
property across Barangays 
Baclaran, Tambo and Don Galo. 

“This is a major breakthrough for 
our city” said Mayor Florencio 
Bemanbe in a statement" 1 am 
pleased that through sheer diplo- 
macy, we were able to convince the 
PRA to settle its taxes, even on a 
partial basis. I can assure you that 
these lands will be put to good use." 

The mayor assured his con- 
stituents that the lands would be 
converted into revenue-generating 
areas for residents and the city cof- 
fers. Half of Fishermen's Wharf 
would be converted into a tourist at- 
traction and a profitable fish port, 
the statement read. 

“We will clean and renovate the 


area and encourage residents to in- 
vest in business in the area,” Bern- 
abe said. The resolution, mean- 
while, said that the remaining tax 
arrears worth P436 million would 
be paid in kind after the city and 
PRA have identified and agreed on 
the properties and the correspond- 
ing value. 

The attempt to collect taxes from 
the PRA was a controversial issue 
during former Mayor Joey Mar- 
quez’s term. At that time, the city 
government threatened to confis 
Cate and auction off certain re- 
claimed lands to force the govern- 
mentcontrolled corporation to pay 
its tax obligations. 

A case was later filed by the agen- 
cy against city officials to stop them 
from confiscating and selling the re- 
claimed land. The case is pending in 
the regional trial court. 


IF YOU WANT 
QUALITY, 
SWITCH THE 
CHANNEL. 


Starting January 11, 2006 
Quality TV will be seen on Channel 6 
on Sky Cable and Home Cable. 
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By Margaux C. Ortiz 


bloodied and unconscious, were 


carried out of the jam-packed 


А SEEMINGLY HARMLESS 
manhole caused it all. 

The annual Black Nazarene 
procession in Quiapo, Manila, 
yesterday was marred by the 
death of a male devotee who 
suffered a heart attack during a 
stampede. 

Medical officer Shirley Yabut 
bf the Manila Health Depart- 
ment said the man fell into a 
manhole with a defective cover 
shortly before the statue of the 
Black Nazarene was taken out of 
the Quiapo Church at 2 p.m. 

Yabut said the victim was 
brought to the Philippine Gener- 
al Hospital (PGH) for treatment 
after paramedics at the site 
failed to revive him. 

PGH doctors later identified 
the man as a certain Dante, de- 
scribing him as “between 42 to 
45 years old, and muscular with 
very short hair." 

"Four other devotees tripped 
over the manhole and were 
brought to the ambulance for 
treatment of injuries" Yabut 
said, adding that the victims 
were stepped on by other pan- 
icing devotees during the 
stampede, 

‘An Associated Press report, 
quoting National Capital Region 
Police Office Director Vidal 
Querol, said the crowd was try- 
ing to get near the Black 
Nazarene statue when a wood- 
en manhole cover caved in. 

Several men, among them 
Dante, who were standing on 
the cover fell and were stepped 


оп, It took time before the men, its.” 


square in front of the Quiapo 
Church and taken to a hospital 
for treatment, Querol said. 


20 persons hurt 

Manila Police District Supt. 
Romulo Sapitula said around 20 
persons were hurt during the 
procession. 

“While there were only 16 
people injured last year, this 
years activity was more peace- 
ful because organizers and 
devotees did not have a hard 
time taking out the statue from 
the church,” Sapitula said, The 
police officer said the crowd 
reached 600,000 at 4 p.m. 

An hour before, marching 
bands simultaneously played 
party music like “Hawaii 5-0” 
and “Get This Party Started” 
while different statues of the 
Black Nazarene were paraded in 
streets surrounding Plaza Mi- 
randa. 

Devotees threw their towels 
and handkerchiefs at the people 
in charge of the statues. The 
"image custodians" would then 
rub the towels on the statues 
and throw these back to the 
crowd. 


Barefoot devotees 
Hundreds 

male 

around the area. 

Pedro Ampo, 67, a Black 
Nazarene devotee for 12 years, 
carried an incense holder and a 
mineral bottle full of incense 
powder “as perfume for the spir- 


of maroon-clad 
devotees also milled 


“We have been doing this for 
Jesus Christ, because we be- 
lieve in Him,” said Ampo, who 
stood barefoot while the pro- 
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cession passed by. 


Black Nazarene believers also 
lined up outside the church, 
waiting for their turn to kiss the 


statue stationed near the altar. 
"The Black Nazarene is mirac- 

ulous,” Leonardo Lim Sr, 53, 

declared. He said the figure of 


2006 


1 dead in Quiapo fiesta stampede 


-— баан. БА 
DEVOTEES of the Black Nazarene try to grasp the rope attached to the cart carrying the statue which is believed to have healing powers. 
‘The procession yesterday, however, ended in tragedy for a participant. 


ккал 


Christ bearing a cross had grant- 
ed his prayers, including his 
wish to work abroad and good 
health for all his children. 


2 die in Makati fire; couple in dorm blaze still missing 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 
and Tarra V. Quismundo 


AWOMAN AND HER DAUGHTER WERE 
Killed after they were trapped inside 
their burning house on Diesel Street, 
Barangay Palanan, Makati City early Yes- 
terday morning, 

The victims were identified as Mary 
Jane Baylon, 37, and Iris, 8. Baylons 
husband, Erwin, and her three other 
daughters, Jamin, 12, Janelle, 10, and 
Gaby, 3, were able to get out of the 
house, 

Asthe blaze raged, fire officials yester- 
дау said they were still trying to look for 
a man and his wife who have been miss- 


ing after a fire on Sunday killed eight 
young people in Sampaloc, Manila. 

FOl Guillermo Fermalino said the 
couple, Ricky and Cherry Alag, were 
among the occupants of the two-story 
apartment building at 833 P Campa St. 

“But we have yet to confirm if the re- 
ports are true,” Fermalino said in a 
phone interview, adding that the bodies 
of the unidentified victims have yet to 
undergo autopsy. 

He added that building owner Juan 
Manahan has yet to give a statement to 
arson investigators. 

“We also could not immediately deter- 
mine the cause because debris covered 
the ground floor kitchen where the fire 


allegedly started,” Fermalino said. 

Manila Mayor Lito Atienza has or- 
dered City Administrator Dino Nable to 
form a panel that would investigate how 
the building obtained a permit to operate 
despite alleged violations of safety re- 
quirements like fire escapes. 

On the other hand, initial investiga- 
tion showed that the Makati fire began at 
the ground floor of the Baylon house a 
few minutes after 4 a.m. yesterday. It 
quickly spread as the house was made 
mostly of light materials, said Chief Insp. 
Rogelio Bucayu, acting fire chief of the 
‘Makati Fire Department. 

“The survivors said the fire may have 
begun at the altar, where they left a lit 


candle. Initially, that was the cause of fire 
we are looking at, but this is still subject 
for further investigation,” Bucayu told 
the INQUIRER. 

Nardo said Erwin and his house help, 
Jessie Banderas, managed to get the chil- 
dren out one by one through a narrow 
window in the bedroom at the second 
floor, as the fire raged below. 


Victims trapped in bedroom 
Unfortunately, the fire spread quickly, 
engulfing the second floor where Mary 
Jane and Iris were sleeping. 
‘Their bodies were later found inside 
one of the bedrooms, burned beyond 
recognition, Mary Jane was found 


crouched on top of her daughter, appar- 
ently to protect her, fire officials said. 

‘The two-story house, one of the units 
of the Baylon family's three-door apart- 
‘ment, was completely destroyed said Bu- 
cayu. The adjacent house, separated by a 
concrete wall from the Baylon house, 
was partly destroyed, Damages were 
placed at P200,000. 

Yesterday's fire was the first to be re- 
ported this year in which there were fa- 
talities. In November, а fire that razed а 
dozen houses in Barangay Pembo killed 
Rosana Acas, 35, and daughter Mary 
Grace, also 8. Like the Baylons, the two 
died after they were trapped inside their 
burning house. 


Bird watchers’ club in urban setting Park launch to highlight 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


NURTURING A DREAM TO HAVE 
а city of bird lovers one day 
Makati has formed an organiza- 
tion to look after its winged resi- 
dents and visitors. 

‘The Makati Bird Watchers Club 
(MBWO), organized by the city's 
Department of Environmental 
Services (DES), seeks to enlist 
residents’ support in turning 
Makati into a bird-friendly city. 

“all that is required is one's in- 
terest. What we want the club to 
become is a government-initiated 
group that would eventually be 
run by private individuals as a 
non-government organization 
(NGO) working for the protec- 


tion of birds and the conservation 
of their habitat here,” said DES 
Parks and Green Division chief 
Moises Camacho, the head of the 
project. 

The MBWC was formed in line 
with a Makati ordinance that de- 
clared the whole city a bird sanc- 
‘шагу 

The 
"hunting, shooting, snaring and 
capturing" birds, the illegal trade 
of wild birds, harvest of bird eggs, 
and the destruction of nests and 
areas known to be their habitats. 

“This would serve as a commu- 
nity-based, school-based organi- 
zation that would be part of our 
implementing arm for the ordi- 
nance... a watchdog which would 


ordinance — penalizes 


students, 
youth. 


report to us sightings of birds, il- 
legal bird trading, and other acts 
prohibited by the ordinance," Ca- 
macho told the Inquirer. He said 
the organization would encour- 
age members to create “backyard 
bird sanctuaries,” lots planted 
with trees and other greens con- 
ducive to bird habitation. 

‘The club has yet to be formally 
launched although it hopes to re- 
cruit members from the public 
and private sectors, businessmen, 

even 


“It would be run by volunteers 
engaged in bird watching activi- 
ties, among others," said Cama- 
cho, a member of the Wild Bird 
Club of the Philippines. 


NAVOTAS, 


out-of-school 


North. 


THE COUNTRYS 
fishing capital, will mark its 
100th founding anniversary on 
Jan. 16 through a series of activi- 
ties from Jan. 10 to 16. 

‘The highlight of the centennial 
celebration will be the opening 
and inauguration of the munici- 
palis newest landmark—the 
Navotas Centennial Park at C-4 
Road, Barangay Bagumbayan 


“The inaugural ceremony also 
marks the leaders of this town's 


continuous — struggle 


progress," Navotas Mayor Toby 
Tiangco said in a telephone inter- 


view. 


1906. 


theme, “Navotas 


The coastal town, which has 14 
barangays and a population of 
over 250,000, was declared a 
separate town from Malabon in 


Among the activities for the 
centennial celebration with the 
Maunlad na 
Bayan sa Senternaryong Pagdiri- 
wang," are a historical parade, a 
job and trade fair, a motorcade 
and a calisthenics competition. 


Navotas centennial féte 


By Nancy C. Carvajal 


for On Jan. 11, town officials will 
launch a book on the town's his- 
tory titled "Navotas: Kahapon, 
Ngayon at Bukas,” at 7 p.m. at the 
municipal hall 


Medical mission 

The Centennial Mutya ng 
Navotas coronation night will be 
held on Jan. 13 followed by a 
medical and dental mission the 
following day. 

On Jan. 15, there will а variety 
show and a fireworks display dur- 
ing the inauguration of the cen- 
tennial park at 7 p.m. 


Enjoy a host of exciting rewards while your money earns maximum yields, 
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Panasonic Water 


~ Kalin 14" Color TV 
Sharp Karaoke 


Pod Shuffle, 

Pioneer DVD with Karaoke 
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Sony 21° Flat Screen TV 
Condita Alr Conditioner 
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< Simply open a PBCom FlexiEarner or PBCom SureEarner Account. 


LG Ale Conditioner 
Sony Digital Camera 

Panasonic 8 cu. ft. Refrigerator 

Carrier Air Condition 

Pioneer Home Theater System 

LG Component 

Gift Ceruticater 

Caltex Gas Card (for Metro Manila only) 


+ Earn one (1) point for every P50,000 deposit. 

* A minimum of six (6) accumulated points entitles you to one (1) instant reward, 

* The more you deposit, the more points you earn, the greater rewards you can get! 
See promo brochures for detalls, 
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Promo runs until January 31, 2006. 
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‘Ten or more 


sports' 


eyed 


for Olympics 


By Musong R. Castillo. 


THE HUNT FOR THE FIRST 
Philippine gold in the Olympics 
can go beyond 10 sports after 
all. 


Focus on what sport can achieve that break- 
through for the country can go even wider after a 
series of meetings starting late this month among 
officials of the Philippine Sports Commission, the 
Philippine Olympic Committee and the various 
National Sports Associations. 

PSC chair William “Butch” Ramirez, after a 
meeting with sports patron and First Gentleman 
Jose Miguel “Mike” Arroyo, yesterday said the 
next three months will be crucial in kicking off 
the hunt for the elusive Olympic victory. 

Ramirez said the rest of this month will be de- 
voted to consultations with the NSAs and the 
POC before the identification of the Olympic 
sports in February. 


Pacman ' 
picked 
to beat 
| Morales, 


LAS ر‎ 


“The identification of these sports will depend 
heavily on the potential of the athletes," said the. 
head of the government sports agency who also 
‘welcomed the prospect of Michael Keon being re- 
appointed as Asiad national training director. 

‘This will be followed by pinpointing the places 
where the athletes will train, as well as the for- 
mulation of strategies and the raising of a budget 
to fund the undertaking. 

The First Gentleman is also scheduled to start 
in March а new fund-raising program for the 
16th Аза in Doha, Qatar, in December, which 
could very well gauge whether or not the country 
is ripe to win its first Olympic gold 

“Hie (Arroyo) has the same passion and inten- 
sity to raise funds for Doha,” Ramirez said. 

Arroyo raised a total of P160 milion last year 
which helped fund the training of athletes and 
exposed them to competitions overseas. 

Incidentally, Ramirez has been invited by Sen. 
‘Manuel Vilar to appear before the finance com- 
mittee on Jan. 17 to explain the PSC’ budget. 

TEN A20 


FOR THOSE ASPIRING TO BECOME 
LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKERS! 
Get in advance your handouts, review materials 
with free user’s guide and also orientation on 
the conduct of the seminar and review and how 

to prepare for the examination by yourself 


For more details, call 681-0928 or email urbanet@pacific.net.ph 
or simply text "HANDOUTS" to CP# 0916-426-8174 
URBAN INSTITUTE OF RE 


L ESTATE 


Introducing the New Ford Escape NBX Limited Edition. 
The Escape now has a more stunning look. See how the dual-tone exterior, clear headlamps, 16-inch alloy wheels and sporty two-tone 
leather interior add extra flair to the smooth ride of this 2.3L machine. And the biggest attraction: it's only available to a limited few. 
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Never Again! 
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FORYOUR DANDRUFF 
AND ITCHY SCALP 


Get Tricho-Intensive Treatments 


Dandruff, very oily or dry, itchy scalp and other irritations may lead to hair loss if you 
don't do anything about it. Shampoos may not give you enough help. But with Svenson 
International, you'll get optimum results through our Tricho-Intensive Treatments. 
Your scalp will be thoroughly cleansed to provide the ideal environment for healthier 
hair growth. No more embarrassing dandruff or discomfort from various scalp problems. 


Svenson 


If you value your hair, trust Svenson. 
Call us today for a FREE consultation. 


YOUR CHOICE NOT TO BE BALD 


сан. 892-HAIR (4247) 


TOMAS MORATO BINONDO ALABANG CEBU 
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St. Scholastica, 
San Agustin 

off to hot starts 


TITLEHOLDERS COLEGIO SAN AGUSTIN AND 
St. Scholastica College got off to rousing starts 
Sunday in the 11th Women’s Volleyball League 
(WVL) at the San Beda College gym in Alabang. 

Elementary Competitive defending champion 
Colegio San Agustin beat Diliman Preparatory 
School, 25-5, 25-8, to kick off its campaign in the 
tournament organized by Nic Jorge’s BEST Cen- 
terand sponsored by Milo. 

‘Equally impressive was St. Scholastica’s which 
survived a tough first set before trouncing PARER- 
Rosehill High School, 25-21, 25-19, in High 
School Developmental play. 

St. Scholastica’s came back from an 8-10 
deficit to build a 15-10 edge in the second set. 

In other matches, host San Beda College-Ala- 
bang clobbered Stella Maris College, 25-11, 22- 
25, 15-8, and St. Paul Pasig defeated St. Nifio 
Catholic School, 25-16, 25-14, in the High School. 
Developmental 

In High School Competitive, SBC-Alabang 
whipped Poveda Leaming Centre, 25-12, 25-15, 
while School of St. Anthony downed UP Integrat- 
ed School, 25-15, 25-20. 

Former national coach Florentino "Kidd" Flo- 
тез, the WVL commissioner, expects the competi- 
tion to be tighter this year. 
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To LUISITO $. TABURADA: 

‘YOU ARE CITED to appear at $0 am. on Feb. 10, 
2006, n Department 0 of he above anid court, localed ai 
115 Teram Set, San Jose, Сайота. At hat time and 


piaco, you must show cause why the petiton of SAMSON D. 
AGBAYANI to adopt your minor child, KACYS LUV F. 
TABURADA shoot be granted without your consent fhe 
above-eniied proceeding, on the ground that you have 
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Eommunicate wih, and pay lor he care, support and educaton 
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Aces find new. 
Johnny A in 
Mike Cortez 


phase of his rigorous sparring at Freddie 
Roach's Wild Card Gym in Hollywood. 

After hearing Mass Sunday, Pacquiao ta- 
pered off from his usual grind and was look- 
ing with keen anticipation at what his spar- 


By June Navarro 


SINCE JOHNNY ABARRIENTOS LEFT ALASKA, 
the Aces have been looking for someone 
who could fill his shoes. 

Mike Cortez wasn’t even close, but he dis- 
played shades of the young Abarrientos in the 
1990s when the Aces took Game 1 of their best- 
okthree wildcard series with the Sta. Lucia Real- 
tors in the San Mig Coffee-PBA Fiesta Conference 
Sunday night. 

Cortez saved the Aces from the brink of disas- 
terin regulation and in the first overtime, before 
finishing off the Realtors with a drive off a pick- 
and-roll during the second extension period. 

Itreminded everybody how Abarrientos won 
several down-the-wire games for the Aces in 
1996, the year he became the league's smallest 
MVP after leading Alaska toa rare grand slam. 

The §-foot-7 Abarrientos was traded to the 
now-defunct Pop Cola Panthers in 2000 after 
helping the Aces capture nine of their 10 PBA 
championships. Now playing for Coca-Cola, 
‘Abarrientos was absorbed by the Tigers when the 
RFM-owned franchise ей the PBA in 2001, 

Just like the Abarrientos of old, Cortez took 
over when needed in Game 1. He fired a career- 
high 27 points, nine in the final extra session, 
while import Odell Bradley and the disqualified 
Jeffrey Cariaso watched from the sidelines. 

Bradley leads the Aces in scoring with 25.7 
points per game while Cariaso's 13.1 points a 


US oddsmakers pick Pacquiao 


LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA—MANNY 
Pacquiao and Erik Morales took center stage 
at the MGM grand for the first time last 
March, displaying their status as two of the 
world's most powerful super featherweights 
to millions of fans. 


evening at the T&M Center. 


ipinos salivating atthe prospect ofan exciting 


‘A quicker ending is anticipated by both 
camps owing to the thinness in the knuckle 
area of the Cleto Reyes brand of boxing gloves 


night makes him the team's top local scorer. 

“Не was awesome,” Alaska coach Tim Cone 
said of Cortez, the 2003 No. 1 overall pick. “They 
(Realtors) couldn't get an antidote [to Cortez], so 
we just kept on going to him." 

For his heroics, Cortez was selected over- 
whelmingly as the San Mig Coffee-PBA Press 
Corps Player ofthe Week. 

“This is a good motivation coming into Game 
2," said Cortez, who went nine of 20 from the 
field, converted ай of his eight freethrows, and is- 
sued eight assists. 

Should Cortez and the Aces wrap itup tomor- 
row, they will advance to the best-of-five quarter- 
finals against the Red Bull Barako. 

Meanwhile, Air21 head coach Bo Perasol has 
been summoned to appear before Commissioner- 
Noli Bala today, two days after he lost his cool 
and was ejected after a referee's сай оп Ranidel 
De Ocampo. 

“It was justa spur-ofthe-moment reaction, 
but believe we really got the raw end of the offi- 
ciating at that instance,” said Perasol after the Ex- 
press won Game 1 of their best-of-three wildcard. 
series against San Miguel Beer last Sunday. 

With nine seconds left and the Express ahead, 
79-73, De Ocampo tried to pry the ball lose 
from Danny Seigle in a rebound play Referee 
Throngy Aldaba whistled a defensive foul on De 
‘Ocampo, and Perasol flared up in protest. 

Perasol got a double technical foul and was 
thrown out. 


Dated : Doc 8, 2005 


above hearing and wish o have legal counsel butar 
toallord counsel, the court wil appoint counsel on your! 
Ciao he Superior Court 
By: 8. Forbes 
Deputy Clerk 
CITATION TO APPEAR AT HEARING 
De. далонь in 381,208 


№ | On Jan. 21, the rivals reprise their bloody 
encounter in "The Bartle” at che Thomas and 
Mack Center in Las Vegas with Pacquiao fa- 
vored by the oddsmakers to prevail this time 
over Morales, the Mexican they cal El Terrible. 

"The “Pacman” stars on Monday the final 


Republic of the Philippines 

Office of the President. 

Metro Manila Development Authority 

PASIG RIVER REHABILITATION COMMISSION 


INVITATION FOR BIDS 


Project 


Pasig River Environmental Management and Rehabilitation Sector Development 


Program (PAREMAR) 


Loan No. 


Asian Development Bank (ADB) Loan No. 1746-РНІ 


Description! Works: Design, Site Development and Construction ol 1,000 Units of Socialized Housing 
1. The Goverment ofthe Philippines (GOP) has received a loan trom the ADB toward the cost of PAREMAR 
andilintendsto apply parto! the proceeds of this loan, together with the GOP counterpart funds, o payments. 
‘under the Contract lor Design, Ste Development and Construction of 1,000 Units of Socialized Housing. 
>. The Pasig River Rehabiilation Commission (PRAC) as the executing agency now ivles sealed Bids rom 
Eligible Bidders for he following contract packages: 


Contact Package 


Design, Ste Development and Consirucion of 000 Unis of Socialized Housing 


Contraci No. 


Contract No: EPA-RAP-HOT 


"Contract Duration. 


360 Calendar Days 


Project Description 


Design, ste development and construction of 1,000 units o! socialized housing, 
including the folowing community facies: School Buiding's, Health Centers, 
Multi-Purpose Halls, and Health/Day Care Centeris. Scope ol work shall 
include the following: architectural works, structural works, electrical works, 
carpentry works, painting works, sanitary plumbing works, water supply, sile 
work, site improvement and drainage work, among others. 


as lollows: 


| Proposals wil be accepted from licensed private developers, GOP enterprises the majority of which is 
pubicly-ovned including non-government organizations (NGOs) wilh demonstrated track record in the 
evelopment of sustainable communities including social preparation, design and constuction ol socialized 
low-cost housing units employing community-paricipaton and post-relocation capabill-bulng aclvios. 
Licensed prvate developers and NGOs could submit proposals either as individual bidders, и bidders 
wih subcontractors oras ont ventures. Interested Bidders shal secure ће Bid Documents and submit bids 


Aclivity 


Date Time Venue 


ol Php 10,500.00 


Securing ol (a) Брну checkist or (b) 
submission of Leter of Intent and purchase | 13 1o 20, 
ol completa set ol Bid Documents upon 
payment ot a non-refundable fee 


From Jan. | From 
9:00 a.m. 
206 | 103:00 pm. 
PRA, 2F MWSS Engineering 
Віа, Katipunan Road, 


Bidding Documents. 


Securing ol additonal eligi 
information (i any) and inspection of 


From Jan. Old Balara, Quezon Cily 
131020, 


2008 


From 
$:00 am, 
3:00 pm. 


Pre-Bid Conlerence 


Jan. 27, 
2006 


1000 a.m. | PRHC.2FMWSS Engineering 
Bldg. Katipunan Road, 


Old Balara, Quezon Cily 


Deadline for Submission of Bida 


March 20, 
2006 


1500 am. | PRAC, 2F МИЗ Engineering 
Bldg. Katipunan Road, 


ОК Balara, Quezon City 


Opening ol Bids March 20, 


2006 


10:30 am. 


PARC, 2F MWSS Engineering 
Bldg. Katipunan Road, 
Old Balara, Quezon City 


‘The National Housing Authority (NHA) hall bo the Implementing agency of he Project. 

› Bidding (Eigility CheckPrequalilcation, Bid Evaluation and Award of Contracehallbo conducted on the 
basis ol local eompetiive bidding among interested Bidders rom ADB eligible source countries as dained 
under tha "Guidelines for Procurement by the Asian Development Bank and ts Borrowers” pursuant tothe 
Implementing Rules and Regulations ol R.A. No. 9184, olhervase known as he "Government Procurement 
Relorm Ad" tothe extent tis consistent wilh he Asian Development Bank procedures. 

The Bids and Awards Commitee (BAC) reserves he gh lo accept or reject any Bid and lo annul he bidding 
process and reject all Bids anytime pnor to Contract award, without thereby incuing any labi to the 


allocted Bidder or Bidders. 


Pasig Rivor Rehabiltation Commission 


(Sod) BINGLE H.B. GUTIERREZ 


Executive Director 


2F, MWSS Engineering Bldg, Katipunan Road, Old Balara, Quezon Gly 1105 


Tal Nos. 439-9444 and 433-3447, Fax No. 926-5234 
Email Address: рис @\ПЧвуз.сот 
IPD ~ January 3nd 10:2000) 


mates can bring to the dance in the final 
phase of his training, 

‘The Filipino boxing hero is scheduled to 
proceed to Las Vegas on a motorcade next 
Monday. 

“Pacman is so loose,” according to one of 
his fans Sunday He was with a group of Fil- 


to be used for the fight. Pacquiao had com- 
plained of the Japanese-made gloves in the 


first fight. 


‘The fist meeting went to the gritty Mexi- 
can, but the Filipino idol has vowed to clinch a 
‘memorable win when they clash anew. 


mie Rivera, contributor 


Her- 


PACQUIAO: Early favorite. 


IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN MY BELIEF 
that if Mike Cortez is in shape, Alas- 
ka would be hard to beat. 

It is not every day that we get to 
see players like Mike Cortez who 
can deliver the goods when his team 
needs them most. He did just that 
оп Sunday, shouldering Alaska past 
Sta, Lucia Realty in a manner only 
the likes of Superman could. He was 
so fabulously efficient in carrying 
Alaska to heights not once or twice 
but thrice that I am now inclined to 
christen Mike Cortez "The Courier” 
As a result of The Courier's explo- 
sive game, Alaska moved to within a. 
game of advancing to the next 
round in the San Mig Coffee-PBA Fi- 
esta Conference. 

Cortez had been out of commis- 
sion for weeks, if not months, due to 
an injury. As a result, Alaska, a test- 
ed PBA power through the years, 
struggled. With The Courier back in 
harness, the Aces are again scoring 
the aces they had so horribly missed 
in the eliminations. 

In this particular Sunday outing, 
Cortez canned the crucial shots in 
regulation, in the first overtime and 
in the second extension, 

А Cortez drive in the lane in the 
second overtime was the apex of 
The Couriers sterling performance 


‘The Courier’ 


SPECTATOR x 


ALS. 
Mendoza 


as it shoved Alaska to a 102-101 
lead. Alaska would proceed to score 
а 108-104 victory—a triumph that 
would go to the books as authored 
substantially by Cortez, who scored 
a career-high 27 points. 

It was actually a night to remem- 
ber as Air21 defeated San Miguel 
Beer in the second game, 97-88, as 
the Express bucked the ejection of 
coach Bo Perasol. 

Like Alaska, Air21 will advance 
to the next round should it beat San 
Miguel Beer anew in the second 
game of a similar best-of-three se- 
ries in the wildcard phase. 

As 1 said, the conference format has 
been drawing raves for its sheer inge- 
пику since all teams are virtually as- 
sured of equal chances of advancing to 
the finals In short, the achievers are in- 
stantly rewarded-Pureloods got the 
first semifinal slot with its tournament 
best 10-6 elimination record—and the 
strugglers, if not stragglers, are given 


tons of chances to climb out of the pits. 

‘Thus, tomorrow's twinbill should 
prove to be thrillers anew as San 
Miguel Beer and Sta. Lucia Realty 
fight for life. 

"The Beermen are, indeed, in dire 
straits, hurting as they are due to 
three successive battles prior to to- 
morrow’s showdown with the Ex- 
press, But as I said, athletes are al- 
ways supposed to be in shape and 
the word “burnout” should be 
stricken off their vocabularies. For 
example, a boxer cannot say “I am 
now suffering from ‘burnout’ and I 
can’t continue fighting anymore” af- 
ter the 10th or 11th round. A cham- 
pionship fight usually lasts 12 
rounds. 

San Miguel must forget about 
burnout, exhaustion, whatever, if it 
wishes to stay alive. Otherwise, 
Air21 would be off and speeding to 
the next round. 

‘As for Sta. Lucia, well, all it has to 
do is find what our РВА man June 
Navarro said, "A quick antidote” to 
‘The Courier, to force a rubber 
match. Otherwise, Alaska would ad- 
vance, maybe unimpeded this time, 
and make life miserable once more 
tothe title pretenders. 


Comments to menjuGpldtdsl.net. 


SENATOR Pia Cayetano finishes second In the 
ladies Pro Division of the national duathlon 
‘meet in Clark Field last Dec. 18, 


WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS-BOUND 
duathletes from 10 countries will 
compete for top honors in the Asian 
Duathlon Championships slated 
April 8 and 9 in Clark Field, Pam- 
panga. 

‘Tom Carrasco, president of the 
organizing Triathlon Association of 
the Philippines (TRAP), and officials 
of event host Clark Development 
Corp. said they expect veterans of 
the last world meet in Australia, in- 
cluding world-ranked athletes from 
Japan, Uzbekhistan, Kazakhstan 
and China, to vie for the titles in the 
tough two-day competitions, 

Ryan Mendoza, fourth among 
Asians in the latest Intemational 
"Triathlon Union rankings, leads the 


| Asia’s top duathletes 
vying in Clark meet 


Filipino challenge in the champi- 
onships. 

He will be up against Japan's 
Tadashi Mori, Marami Nakamura 
and Shinji Yamamoto—Asia’s top 3 
duathletes—as well as against the 
feared Uzbekhs and Kazakhs. 

The CDC management said five 
other international competitions are 
being planned at the former United 
States Air Force base this year to 
boost Clarks reputation as a new 
venue for sports tourism. 

Some 300 duathletes saw action 
in the fourth national meet, also held 
at the same venue, last Dec. 18. 

Titles in several categories of the 
bike-run-bike competitions were 
disputed at the Clark Expo, 
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Japanese 
girls spur 
revival of 
golf boom 


TOKYO—YURI MEGURO USED TO THINK 
golf was a dull sport for old men. 

Just six months after she first gripped а 
driver, she now regards a round, even on a 
freezing cold morning, as blissful. 

“Its so relaxing. Beautiful greens and fresh 
ait.. they help me forget all the unpleasant 
things of everyday life,” Meguro, 33, who 
works for a clothing company, said. 

"You need a little bit of exercise when you 
getto thisage and I found golfing ideal.” 

Meguro is one of a growing number of 
Japanese women who have taken up golf, 
long seen as the exclusive turf of business- 
men, and who are reviving the country’s $17- 
billion golf industry. 

Encouraged by the popularity of young wom- 
en golfers including 20-year-old professional Ai 
Miyazato, more women and young players are 
teeing off as Japan's economic revival prompts 
increased spending on leisure activities. 

Japan, a densely populated country with a 
land area approximately the same as Califor- 
nia's, has some 2,500 golf courses. One in 10 
Japanese plays a sport long seen as expensive 
and geared to the tastes of unhip oldsters. 

That has changed in recent years thanks to 
golf courses being forced to cut fees and re- 
newed interest in the sport, says Japan Golf 
‘Association spokesperson Masami Nakahori. 

“We havea solid feeling that more people have. 
started showing an interest in golf or have begun 
actually playing it,” Nakahor said. 

He said the number of spectators for the 
Japan Women’s Open reached a record 50,000 
this year, more than double last year’s total. 

Renewed interest in the game helped 
Japan's largest golf course operator, Pacific 
Golf International Holdings K.K., on its stock 
market debut last month. 

"The company's shares soared 45 percent on 
their first day of trading in Japan's first initial 
public offering of a firm devoted solely to golf 
course management. 

‘At the height of Japan’s bubble economy of 
soaring stock and land prices in the late 
19805, membership fees at Japan's golf cours- 
es soared but the market was hit hard after 
the bubble burst in the early 1990s. 

Nearly 600 golf courses went under with 
about 13 trillion yen in debt between 1991 
and last March, according to golf magazine 
publisher Ikki Publishing. 

‘The economic downturn also cut average 
spending for an 18-hole round by 26 percent 
to 14,230 yen between 1991 and 2001 

Many golf courses allowed "visitor" access 
instead of the traditional membership re- 
quirement. Reuters 


STUART Appleby celebrates with daughter Ella and wife Ashley after 
beating Singh in a playoff and clinching his third straight title in the 
i, Sunday. ГА 


Mercedes Championships in Kapalua, Haw: 


MADRAS, INDIA—TOP-SEEDED 
Ivan Ljubicic of Croatia clinched 
the Chennai Open tennis title by 
stopping Spanish defending 
champion Carlos Moya's two- 
year winning streak Sunday. 

World No. 9 Ljubicic won 7-6 (6), 
6-2 in the title contest against the 
third-seeded Moya, who had won 
the title here in 2004 and 2005. 

The 31st-ranked Moya squan- 
dered a 4-0 lead in the first set 
tiebreaker and then saw Ljubicic 
put pressure to break his service 
twice in the second set. 

But before the title contest, 
Ljubicie scraped past Belgium's 
Kristof Vliegen 6-3, 3-6, 7-6 (6) in 
the semifinal earlier Sunday that 
provided a stiffer contest. 

The Ljubicic-Vliegen semifinal 
was disrupted by heavy showers 


Saturday night. 

Serving 12 aces against Moya's 
five, Ljubicic dashed the Spa- 
niard’s dreams of clinching a title 
in the year’s first week for the 
third time in a row. 

^ feel fantastic at winning a ti- 
tle in the first week of the year for 
the first time,” said Ljubicic, 26, 
winner of three previous titles 
anda late replacement for Spain's 
injured Rafael Nadal. 

"es after a long time that 1 
played two matches in a day, but 
it helped me. The earlier match 
gave me the rhythm from the first 
point in the final,” he said. 

Moya said the first-set tie- 
breaker loss hit him hard. 

“It was mentally tough,” he said. 
"I had no energy left after losing the 
tiebreaker in the first set,” 


NETS! Jason Kidd (top) jumps into the arms of teammate Vince Carter after Carter madea game 
he last seconds of their NBA game against the Raptors. 


winning three-point basket i 
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playoffs out there.” 
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‘The Nets’ unbeaten run is their 
longest since a franchise record 
14-game streak in 2004 and has 
been keyed by an inspired Carter, 
who has averaged more than 30 
points during the stretch. 

Jason Kidd also made a major 
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® Carter soars as Nets 
streak to 10th win 


1 TORONTO—VINCE CARTER SCORED 42 POINTS, INCLUDING A GAME 
winning three-pointer with less than a second to play lifting the New 
Jersey Nets to а 105-104 victory over the Toronto Raptors on Sunday. 
"The contest was a showdown be- 
tween two of the NBAs hottest 
teams and the win extended the 
Nets winning streak to 10 games. 
The Raptors were unbeaten in 
five and looked poised to improve on 
their mark after taking a 98-90 lead 
with less than three minutes to play: 
But Carter responded with a daz- 
zing 24-point display in the final 
quarter against his former team, tak- 
ing charge down the stretch and scor- 
ing the final 10 points forthe Nets. 
“Trailing 103-100 with 21 sec- 
onds to play, Carter drained a pair 
of free throws to get the Nets within 
one until Jose Calderon hit one of 
two free throw attempts to put 
‘Toronto back in front 104-102. 
With time ticking down, Carter 
took the ball four feet beyond the 
are and nailed the game winner to 
silence the crowd atthe Air Canada 
Center who had lustily booed him 
each time he touched the ball. 
"The atmosphere, the emotion 
and the hostility in this arena... it 
was a fun game to play in,” Carter 


contribution to the victory notching 
22 points and dishing out 15 assists. 

“He (Carter) has been off the 
charts and there is no better place 
for him to make a big shot than 
here," Kidd said. 

The only sour note for the Nets 
was the loss of Richard Jefferson 
to back spasms early in the open- 
ing quarter. 

Carters performance over- 
shadowed another fine effort 
from the Raptors’ Chris Bosh, 
who scored 27 points and pulled 
down seven rebounds. 

Mike James had 26 points, seven 
rebounds and seven assists in the los. 

In New York, Stephon Marbury 
and Maurice Taylor both netted 23 
points to help the improving Knicks to 
their third straight win in a 120-116 
decision over the Seattle SuperSonics, 

Marbury also had a season high 
15 assists for the Knicks and Eddy 
Curry contributed 22 points. 

Ray Allen scored 33 points and 
Vladimir Radmanovic had a ca- 
reer high 30 points in the loss for 
the SuperSonics. Reuters 


"It felt like Game seven of the 


Complete results 

New Jersey 105, Toronto 104; NY 
Knicks 120, Seattle 116; Denver 92, Hous- 
ton 90; Indiana 108, Sacramento 83; Mia- 
mi 118, Portland 89 


SOLAR Sports will air the Seat- 
tle-Philadelphia game at 8 am. 
today with a replay at9 p.m. 


McGrady cut down by severe back spasms 


HOUSTON, TEXAS—HOUSTON 
forward ‘Tracy McGrady was 
stretchered off the court and hos- 
pitalized on Sunday after suffer- 
ing severe back spasms during 
the Rockets! National Basketball 
Association game against Denver. 

McGrady, who has battled back 
pain throughout his career, missed 
a jumper at the end of the first half, 
then immediately grabbed his low- 
er back 

Wincing in pain, McGrady leaned 
forward before collapsing on his 
back onto the court. He then was 
placed on a stretcher, wheeled off 
and taken to a local hospital as a 
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Ljubicic halts Moya's | 
win run, wrests title 


precaution, the team said, 

‘McGrady, who is fifth in the league 
in scoring at 25.4 points per game, 
had 11 in the first half, which ended 
‘with the Nuggets leading 40-37. 

He had scored at least 32 in his 
previous five contests, 

"The 26-year-old McGrady missed 
three games from November 5-10 
and five more from November 20- 
26 with back spasms. 

‘At 12-19, the Rockets are in 
last place in the Southwest Divi- 
sion and were already missing 
Chinese center Yao Ming, who is 
recovering from surgery on an in- 
fected big toe. AFP 
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JUSTINE Henin-Hardenne hits a backhand 
during her first-round match against Hingis at the 
АР Sydney International Tennis tournament. mmus 


Singh, whose 7-under 66 was 
nine shots better than the average 
score in the final round, left a 100- 
foot putt about 9 feet short on the 
раг-5 18th ina playoff, then missed 
the birdie putt to the right. Appleby 
holed his putt to join Gene Litter 


“This one was the hardest,” said 
Appleby, who went from a two-shot 
lead to a two-shot deficit before 
forcing extra holes, “Obviously, 1 
had to win a playoff against Vijay. 
He was the hottest player by far" 

‘Appleby became the 15th play- 
er in PGA Tour history to win the 
same event three straight years, 
and the first since Tiger Woods 
won the Bay Hill Invitational four 
straight times starting in 2000. 

It was only the third playoff at 


Kapalua, but the finish was famil- 
iar—Appleby with a lei around his 
neck, the keys to a Mercedes-Benz 
and another great start to the sea- 
son, He held up three fingers when 
he accepted his trophy, then held 
out his thumb and pinkie, Hawails 


‘Appleby won the previous two 
yeats by one shot, and both times 
it came down to the final hole, so 
its not as though he breezes his 
way to victory, But the pressure 
was on after Singh birdied the 
16th hole to take a two-shot lead, 
then recovered from a bogey on 
the 17th with a simple chip to a 
foot for birdie on the 18th. 

“T had to do something special 
coming in. I didn't do it, so 1 had 
to do it in the playoff,” Appleby 
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1 Appleby remains Kapalua king 


KAPALUA, HAWAIL-STUART AP- 
pleby thought he was cruising to a 
third straight victory in the Mer- 
Championships when a 
glance at the leaderboard behind 
the 15th green Sunday gave him 
uite a shock. 

There was Vijay Singh, one 
shot ahead with the kind of round. 
no one thought possible at wind- 
blown Kapalua. 

“I had no clue how he did that," 
Appleby said. “I said to myself, 1 
can’t lose this tournament. 

He had to work extra hard to 
join some elite company, making 
two birdies on the last four holes 
to force a playoff, then beating 
Singh on the first extra hole with 
а bunker shot from behind the 
green that tickled the rim of the 
cup and left him a 2-foot putt, the 
most nervous he felt all day. 


said, “Winning the Mercedes is 
awesome. Winning three times is 
adream come true.” 

Both players finished at 8-under 
284, the highest score to win in the 
eight years the season-opening 
tournament has been played on the 


(1955-57) as the only players to sign that everything is cool. Plantation course at Kapalua. 
capture this winners-only touma- Singh would not come to the The Mercedes Championships 
ment three straight years. media center for comment. was missing some of the stars this 


year as Woods, Phil Mickelson, 
Retief Goosen and Padraig Harring- 
ton all stayed home. Singh and Ap- 
pleby delivered a sterling show. 

Not many imagined Singh would. 
be part of a playoff, starting the fi- 
nal round five shots behind. It was 
only the second round in the 60s all 
week, the other one a 69 by Olin 
Browne in the first round when the 
wind was but a breeze. 

All that remained was to see if 
‘Appleby could match him. АР 


Henin-Hardenne gives 
Hingis a reality check 


SYDNEY—JUSTINE HENIN-HARDENNE EASED 
past Martina Hingis, 63, 6-3, in the opening 
round of the Sydney International on Monday to 
hand the former world number one her second 
straight defeat since announcing her comeback. 

‘The Belgian made light work of their much- 
anticipated clash, cruising to victory in a little 
over an hour. 

"| knew it was going to be a tough first 
round... but | was probably not at my best to- 
day,” Hingis told a news conference. 

"But I just have to be patient. It's going to 
take a lot of tournaments, a lot of matches to 
prepare for things like that.” 

Lleyton Hewitt overcame a sloppy start and. 
problems with his serve to beat Vince Spadea 
2-6 7-5 6-3 in the men's draw but former 
Trench Open champion Juan Carlos Ferrero 
slumped to a 4-6 6-3 7-5 loss to Australian 
wildcard Chris Guccione. 


Hewitt chalked up 57 unforced errors and 
10 double-faults before his fighting his way 
ош of trouble although all the attention was 
‘won the women’s draw. 

Hingis, who was knocked out of the semi- 
finals of last week's Australian women’s hard- 
court championship by Flavia Pennetta in her 
first serious tournament in more than three 
years, showed some Meeting glimpses of her 
old form but struggled to produce the stan- 
dard of tennis that saw her dominate the 
sport in the late 1990s. 

“I know what I'm aiming for now. That's the 
way you learn,” Hingis said. 

‘The Swiss had not dropped a set in her two 
previous matches with Henin-Hardenne— 
both in 2000—but her lack of match practice 
was evident on Monday as the Belgian ran her 
ragged on the Sydney International tennis 
center's center court. Reuters. 
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Tribu Sugbu, Valencia cagers forge title 


VALENCIA CITY—TRIBU SUGBU AND 
host Valencia Golden Harvest hurdled 
their respective rivals Sunday to arrange 
agrudge rematch for the Sth Day Charter 
Open Invitational basketball champi- 
onship here. 

The Tribesmen of Lito Gillamac and 
Mario King crushed Gov. Manny Pifiol's 
North Cotabato Braves, 98-79, while May- 
or Jose Galario Jr's Valencia cagers top- 
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pled Aqua World-backed Pagadian Explor- 
ers, 72-64, in the semifinals of the tourna- 
ment supported by Sulpicio Lines, Spring 
Cooking Oil, Molten and Prime Channel. 

The Skygo/Sirlitz-backed Tribu and 
Valencia were disputing the crown at 
presstime last night. The Braves and the 
Explorers of Mayor Sammy Co were 
playing for third spot. 

Five Tribu players—Doroteo Almacin, 


Don Yabut, Christian Nicdao, Ale Cain- 
glet and Bernie Ursal—finished in dou- 
ble figures as the Cebuanos dominated 
the Braves from start to finish. 

Julius Navales’ 23-point explosion 
helped Valencia buck a slow start to turn. 
back the Explorers, who were led by ex- 
pros Peter Naron and Bong Marata. 

‘Tribu coach Al Solis was confident of 
winning their second straight Nature's 


Spring-NBC pre-season series despite 
losing to Valencia, 67-70, in the elimina- 
tions, The Tribesmen swept all their 
matches in the first leg of the pre-series 
in Antipolo. 

The scores: 

TRIBU 98—Almacin 17, Calnglet 17, Yabut 15, 
моно 14, Ursa 12, Calo 8, Ducay 6, Sella S, Luga 
4, Butel 0, Buca 0. 

NORTH COTABATO 79—Martinez 17, Reyes 14, 
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showdown 


Jawod 12, Cabnon 8, Ligue 8, Binas 6, Clar 5, Coro- 
mado 4, Jawod 3, Del Norte 2. 

‘Quarters: 23-14, 47-42, 68-58, 98-79 

VALENCIA 72—Navales 23, Cruz 13, Braga 11, 
‘Ayson 6, Taligatos 5, Berami 4, Cabil 4, Numeran 2, 
Clavel 1, Adams 0, Cesar. 

PAGADIAN 64—Dala 17, Naron 15, Marata 12, 
Guldora 5, Sinco 3, Isidro 3, Saludsod 2, Dayota 2, 
Valconcha 2, Omandam O, Ayuk 0, Cortez O. 

Quarters: 16-29, 41-43, 57-51, 72-64 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


WHEN МІКЕЕ COJUANGCO-JAWORSKT 
won the equestrian gold medal in the 2002 
Busan Asian Games, hardly any Filipino 
was watching. 

The unexpected victory, though, senta. 
strong statement that more than just a pretty 
face and a landed family’s princess—Cojuang- 
co Jaworski took her sport seriously 

But at31, Cojuangco Jaworski claims that 
she's already “semi-retired.” And with her 
cousin, champion equestrienne Toni Leviste 
now 32, she notes the sport needs more young 
blood. 

“Tm now focusing on teaching and training 
young riders,” said Cojuangco-Jaworski, who, 
asa last-minute replacement, helped the Philip- 
pines capture a gold in the showjumping team. 
event in last December's 23rd Southeast Asian 
Games with Leviste, Joker Arroyo and Juan Ra- 
‘mon Lanza. 

“We need to encourage more young people 
to get into the sport," she says. “Like (17-year~ 
old) Joker Arroyo, we were training her for the 
SEA Games and she did very well.” 

Cojuangco-Jaworskisays she wasnt even 
suppose to compete in the recent SEA Games. 

“1 didn't train for it says the veteran rider. 
“But six weeks before the competition, one of 
our members had to back out, зо joined the 
team” 

But "coming out of retirement" seems always 
easy for someone who practically grew up rid- 


ing horses. 

Although quite unusual for girls her age, Co- 
juangcoJaworski already showed interest in 
the sport at 8 years old, even though she only 
took formal riding lessons when was already 
10. 

‘Among her notable achievements were gold- 
medal finishes in the individual eventin the 
2001 CSI-B New Delhi and in team events in 
the 1995 Asia-Pacific Equestrian Gemes and the. 
1992 Asian Showjumping Championships in 
Chinese-Taipei. She also bagged the Philippine. 
Equestrian Federation Rider of the Year title in 
2001. 

Cojuangco-Jaworskis biggest triumph, of 
course, was her first-place finish with horse 
Rustic Rouge in the individual showjumping 
event of the 2002 Asian Games held in Busan, 
South Korea, 

Tt was the Philippines first ever gold medal in 
equestrian in the Asiad. And since that historic 
win, RP team members are now often tabbed as 
potential gold-medal winners in regional meets. 

So hopes are high again when the Philip- 
pines competes in the 2006 edition in Doha, 
Qatar, this December. 

‘But will the reigning Asian Games champion. 
be back? 

"We now have several promising riders in the 
country" said Mikee, a former movie star and 
now wife of Pasig Rep. Robert "Dodo?" Jaworski 
Jr, with whom she has two sons. 

“But as long as it’s for the country, I'm always 
ready” 


ES 


бек 2 


[TETTE 


SEMI-RETIRED but always ready to answer the call of flag and 


country is Mikee Cojuangco-Jaworski, seen here on her way toa 
stunning victory in the 2002 Asian Games in South Korea, ғоғното 


Pava in deep bind for hosting GP legs 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


INTEREST IN WOMEN'S VOLLEYBALL 
may have picked up following the stag- 
ing of world Grand Prix legs here, but 
the Philippine Amateur Volleyball Asso- 
ciation is paying a high price for it. 

Pava president Roger Banzuela said 
his association owes the international 
body (FIVB) $100,000, or about P5.3 
million, representing the bond for the 
‘country's hosting of a leg of the wom- 
en's volleyball GP last year and another 
GP leg two years ago. 


PAUL Brian 
Rosario 
celebrates 
his victory 

in individual 
skeotin 
the23rd 
Southeast. 
Asian Games. 
EGAYHONTANA 


Banzuela has ruled out the possibili- 
ty of Manila hosting another leg this 
year, even as he pleaded with the FIVB. 
to give Pava more time to pay its arrears 
on an installment basis. 

"We are not yet suspended," 
Banzuela told the Inuinen. "In fact, 1 
was the one who wrote FIVB to give us 
enough time to pay our account.” 

Proof of Pava’s good standing, ac- 
cording to Banzuela, is Manila's hosting 
in May of the Asian Women’s Club 
‘Championships. 

‘The Pava chief said the country failed 


to pay the $75,000 bond for hosting last 
years GR а regular part of the Pava's 
calendar featuring some of the best 
‘women’s volleyball clubs in the world. 

Pava has also yet to pay a balance of 
$25,000 for the GP leg it hosted two 
years ago. 

Banzuela explained that the events 
organizers backed out at the last 
minute last year, while organizers of the 
2004 meet failed to get sponsors. 

The report that the Pava has been 
suspended, he added, may have been 
spawned by his statement of a possible 


suspension during the referees 
congress in Baguio City last Dec. 27, 

“I told everybody that we might get 
suspended, and that’s where the whole 
story came from," said Banzuela, him- 
self a former member of the national 
team in his heyday. "We are still not sus- 
pended but we just might be if we fail to 
pay up.” 

He added that FIVB had given Pava 
six months to settle its obligations. 

Interest in womens volleyball 
perked up after the country hosted the 
legs of the world Grand Prix. 


FILIPINO SHOOTERS WHO CAPTURED 
medals in the World Shoot XIV and the recent 
23rd Southeast Asian Games will be feted by 
the organizers of the 2006 Defense & Sporting 
‘Arms Show on Jan. 12 to 16 at the Megatrade 
Hall 2 of SM Megamall B in Mandaluyong City. 

"To be honored for their SEA Games feats are 
gold medal winners Jun Angeles in practical 
shotgun, Paul Brian Rosario in individual skeet 
and Patricio Bernardo, Darius Hizon and Paul 


Brian Rosario in the team skeet; silver medalists 
Dr. Ariel Santos in practical shotgun; Marty 
Lorito in practical pistol; Nathaniel "Tac" Padil- 
la in rapid fire pistol and the trap team com- 
posed of Jethro Dionisio, Jaime Recio and Eric 
‘Ang; and bronze medalists Eric Ang and Aimee 
Gana in men's and women's individual trap. 
Filipino shooters who won medals in the last 
‘World Shoot XIV held in Guayaquil, Ecuador, 
were modified division world champion Jeufro 


UST nine 
overpowers 
La Salle; 
UP scores 


POWERHOUSE REIGNING CHAMPION UNI- 
versity of Santo Tomas and last season's run- 
ner-up University of the Philippines scored 
contrasting victories Sunday at the start of the. 
UAAP baseball tournament at the Rizal 
Memorial ballpark. 

The Tigers clobbered the La Salle Green 
Archers, 12-2, via the abbreviated 10-run rule in. 
five innings, while the Maroons needed two ex- 
tra innings to subdue the Adamson Falcons, 6-5. 

‘Aldenn Lozada's grand slam homer in the 
fifth highlighted UST's victory sending a strong 
message the Espafia-based clouters are tough to 
dethrone. 

Baseball action resumes Thursday, also at the 
Vito Cruz ballpark with the La Salle-Ateneo 
match opening the schedule at 8 am. Other 
games pit tournament host National University 
against UP and UST against Adamson. 


Lady Archers win 

In tennis, also Sunday at the Rizal Racket 
Club in Pasig City, women’s defending champi- 
on La Salle ripped UR 4-1. 

Last season's MVP Michelle Panis led the Lady 
Archers’ onslaught with a 7-5, 6-2 win over 
Karen Reyes. 

‘Sherry Rose Ching and Lourdes Binoya made 
it 2-0 with a 6-1, 5-7, 6-3 victory over Janna 
Songco and Roma Agsalud, before Mary Ann 
Luy made it an unbeatable 3-0 for the Taft-Av- 
enue-based netters with a 6-0, 6-3 whipping of 
Creslita Gulusino. 

The State U players prevented a shutout in 
the second doubles as Micah Valenzuela and 
‘Ana Ysabel Soriano defeated Krissy Alina and 
Nisha Hemlani, 5-7, 2-6. 

Kat Flores completed the La Salle rout by 
blasting Venise Culaba, 6-1, 6-0. 

Santo Tomas blanked Ateneo, 5-0, in the oth- 
er women’s match. 


‘We prepared hard’ 

Men's action saw the Archers making it a 
double for La Salle with a 5-0 crushing of the 
University of the East Warriors and the UP Ma- 
toons clobbering the Ateneo Eagles, 3-1 

Nico Riego de Dios (first singles), Yanic Guba 
and JR Moreno (first doubles), Miguel Pantua. 
Second singles), Ed Angelo Diez and Pereme 
Alina (second doubles) and John Rick de Castro 
(third singles) combined for the masterful La 
Salle shutout. 

"We prepared hard this season because we 
really want to regain the crown,” said De La 
Salle coach Roland Kraut. "I told my players that 
we should not leave nothing to chance if we 
want to win the tide." 

Santo Tomas frustrated La Salle in its title-re- 
tention bid, 2-1, in last year's final 


Salute to Filipino SEAG, World Shoot medalists 


“Jag” Lejano, senior production winner Daniel 
‘Torrevillas, modified division shoot-off champi- 
оп Nelson Uycongco, revolver class fourth plac- 
er Phillip Chua, and the Modified team winner 
composed of Jeufro Lejano, Nelson Uycongco, 
Lyndon Biraogo and Joseph Edward Sy. 

The 2006 Defense & Sporting Arms Show is 
organized by the Association of Firearms and 
‘Ammunition Dealers of the Philippines and 
managed by Tradeshow Intemational Inc. 
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8, Som Face 2 
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“Теп or more’ 
sports eyed . . . 


From page A17 

Before the Southeast Asian Games—which the 
Philippines ruled convincingly last month— 
Ramirez said that the 2006 PSC budget was only 
P27 million. 

‘After the overall romp, Bacolod Rep. Monico 
Puentevella started lobbying in Congress for a 
PSC budget of P250 million, an amount which 
Ramirez said he can defend before the senators. 

"We have (prepared) a P250 million detail of 
expenses," Ramirez said. “We really don't know 
how much our budget will be (for 2006), but Lam. 
very sure that it will not be P27 million anymore." 

Meanwhile, national coaches finally received. 
their incentives from the PSC yesterday, while. 
SEAG record breakers Атей Ferreira (hammer 
throw) and Henry Dagmil (long jump) will get 
their additional cash bonuses today. 

Long distance runner Eduardo Buenavista, 
who set a new record in the Метал SEAG in 
2003, will also get his long overdue incentive. 
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Roca S—(0r/Ti}—Ti Bambini 8. Kumpirmado 1. Mercurian 10. 
Powerhouse 5. 

асаб апат) Ur White 8. Tak a Stik 12, Uncle 5. 
Reviston 10. alin Dancer 3. 

Raco 7- (Qr Gen Issue 8, Dese Breeze 1, Hall Medium 
5, Bon Trt 1. 

Face G—(PintaTr) Maximus 9. Shy СЫ 8, бату Alack 6, 
Epi Energy 12, Amencan Beauty 10. 

Race 9- (S80)  Letshaeaparty 1. khiro 5, Prout. Re- 
bound T. Amin û, Yao Man 14. 


Anand mentor Cabrido dies 
NATIONAL MASTER VICTOR CABRIDO, THE FIL- 
pino mentor ol former world champion Grandmaster 
Viswanathan Anand of india, dled from a heart attack 
last Friday. His remains ile in state at the Funeral Oro 
‘on G. Tuazon Street near Balic-Balic in Quezon City. 
Interment wil be announced laa. 


"Wat our Showroom orca 


CARRYBOY PHILII INES INC. Sole Authorized Distributor of Genuine Accessories | | Carryboy Thailand 
Ы 740-0525 or 30 


No. М Banawe corner Macopa Bis. Quezon City Burt eur website at www.carrybayphi.com 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 10, 2006 PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER | _....%“Ж] 


E-mailt рг entertainmentGDinquirar.com.ph 


Editor Emmie G. Velarde 


aste oer oars wearer шш ар rege 207 bal oc а) 
А 
Dip SOUTH BORDER FANS IN BAGABERDE, PASIG ON FRIDAY WERE e ө 9 
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KNOW. With a e, Cuneta's daughter KC recorded the impromptu num- 


Most кы Е film 


at nearby Ultra. 
By Anna Leah Sarabia | 
Contributor 
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the local EXCLUSIV! 
movie in- 
dustry is learning 


f about gender Quezon 
jus City Mayor Sonny Bel- 
f monte has attached some 
funding and his good 
name to make sure peo- 
| ple remember that media 
- bc ый ы: can promote gender bal- i 
i emer pum ance. Through its Gender М 
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з how to make this 
stange | Зао кмоконс И 


come across natu- 
rally in movies. 

In “Enteng 
Kabisote 2,” the 
hero has to promise 
his wife, the fairy 
princess Faye, that 
he will treat her as 
an equal partner in 
battle so that he can 
join her in the fight. 
against Satana. In 
the end, however, 
she and her female 
fairy family—with 
all their pow- 
ers—still rely on 
the mortal man and 
his half-fairy son to 
help save Engkan- 
tasia from malé 
demons. Why does 
the main villain 
have to be female? 
So that Magenta 
and her sister can 
show off their pow: 
ers. Plus, it would 
be un-gentlemanly 
for traditional En- 
teng to fight a wom- 
an, even if she's Sa- 
tana. 

A male hero, in 
order to be deemed 
thoroughly manly, 
should have a wor- 
thy male opponent, 
just like Exodus has 
Haring Bagulbol. 
а HEUTE cso LHS OF course, he suc- 
Kot St GUAT DO esse KS ох ADH oes BUSAN тилн | ceeds in his first 

че vara ОКА ANE t ALIS UR e КУП CE = 


«ОЕ ce HASTIS ВАГИНА onn ALBAN n ANE AMOS AN RES quest to tame four 
elementals—two 
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SHAKE RATTLE В ROLL 


females, Д 
MOVIES / SCHEDULES / PRICES SUBJECT Tie Beroven Masrerptece COMES 16 lors male child and а 
TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE: Distributed by Buena Vista international thru Columbia Pictures PICKINGIAT-2 
Икин а BACK IN THEATE! 


ЕЕК! , „KING KONG IS A GIGANTIC 
TW ACHIEVEMENT, HANDS DOWN 
Ts BIGGEST SPECTACLE OF THE YEARII 


ү : 
pr. NAOMI WATTS” JACK BLACK ADfüEN BRODY 


d T " : $ 
AN EPIC ADVENTURE CLASSIC FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY! à e sacó NOW SHOWING NATIONWIDE 


* JUST ASKING: 
Kristine Hermosa was spot- 
“ted waiting impatiently for 
Someone at Starbucks Morato 
‘on Wednesday night. After an 
jchour or so, a gorgeous guy 
F Joined her, a dead-ringer for her 
ex, Diether Ocampo. Maybe it 
was just coincidence, or does 
Kristine have a Diet hangover? 
Ts it true that Luis Manzano 
asked Pauleen Luna to send 
feelers to GMA 7 that he wants 
to become a Kapuso? He is said 
to be smitten with GMA's pret- 
iy young things—Jennylyn 
"Mercado, Nadine Samonte 
and Katrina Halili. Perhaps he 
Ssaid that in jest to Pauleen 
‘Since she was a “Kapamilya” 
Же him before she made the 
Zbig switch. Besides if Luis real- 
Чу wants to win the "puso" of 
Тапу of the Kapuso girls, he can 
easily do so. The battle of the 
£ networks does not preclude in- 


Shame on show biz folk! 


Dou 
Моор 


Dolly Апп 
Carvajal |. 


ter-channel romance or is 
there an unwritten rule about 
that? 

Zsa Zsa Padilla and Dolphy 
were the picture of a happy cou- 
ple when he escorted her as she 
received her Metro Manila 
Filmfest Best Actress award for 
“Ako Legal Wife." Wouldn't it 
have been cute if at the end of 
her acceptance speech Zsa Zsa 
turned to Dolphy and asked, 
“So,when will 1 be your legal 
wife?" 


Not again! 
As a true child of show busi- 


TREE > ‘STRICTLY 


NOW SHOWING 


FOR 13 YEARS OF AGE AND UP. 


ThE sina documented case: 


‘OF Demonic: 


Disturbance 


ness, Lam saddened by the bick- 
erings over the Metro Manila 
Film Festival 2005. Here we go 
again. What a way to start the 
Year of the Dog! Biting... fight- 
ing like “askals”... howling... 
are we just gonna let show biz 
go to the dogs? 

I grew up in show biz, a 
world I've learned to love be- 
cause my mom spent the best 
years of her life in it. That's why 
when something shakes up the 
biz, it hits me where it hurts. 
Times like this, I wish my mom 
were still around to help me 
make sense of the madness. I 
can almost hear her say one of 
her original lines, "Sa gusot, 
may lusot.” 

Through this column, I want 
to give something back to the 
business that sent me to good 
schools and put food on our 
table. In my own little way I 
hope 1 can be a conduit, a mir- 
ror and a bridge. The faces I see 
fighting on TV (Mother Lily, Ti- 
ta Annabel Rama et al...) are 
the same faces I've seen up 
close laughing with my mom. 
They all love this business as 


айву Ф мл. 


fiercely as I do, I'm sure. So 
aren't we all supposed to be on 
the same side? Trite as it 
sounds, we should stop fighting 
with each other and instead 
fight for each other. 

has become а 

tradition. Every 
Christmas Day, moviegoers 
spend a portion of their holiday 
bonus to watch the entries, to 
patronize local movies to the 
exclusion of all others, Shame 
on us show biz folk for making 
the public's support seem in 
vain! 


Thanks, Aga 

Got a text from my dear 
friend Aga Muhlach about my 
previous column, "26 wishes 
for RP show biz." His message: 
"You said it right, my friend. 
Tama lahat.” If Imay add, I wish 
more show biz folk were like 
Aga. His heart is really for the 
biz and what's good for it. No 
need for awards to prove that. 
Cheers to you, "Morning!" 


(E-mail wateringhole- 
shangrilaGyahoo.com) 
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MAKE OR BREAK HAIR: Young] 
Mariz Ricketts; rush-out-with-t] 
look for winner Cherrie Pie Pica 
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NEVER GONE TOUR. 
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TAKE A RISK. Oh, to be young 
and shapely like Angelica 


MATINEE idol-handsome Mark 
Jones. “Lagot ka sa kuya mo.” 


Fernandez. 
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male centaut—and they pool the: 
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THE FIRST BIG MOVIE FOR 2006 
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Brussels International 
Film Festival 
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m BLOCKBUSTER 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


“EVOLVE” 
» OR 
DIE 


UNDERWORLD 


EVOLUTI 


powers to help him save the human 
city of Bantayan from ogres and da. 
creatures. 

“Terrorist Hunter" has an elde: ly 
soldier and his team of five men ата! 
a woman, on a mission to rescue tin 
daughter of a general from kidnap 
for-ransom terrorists hired by s 
Aryan-looking тап іп an Aral 
headdress 


Better attitude 

“Mulawin” has a much better ai 
tude towards men and women, 
this case he-birds and she-birds. ^ 
though the directors and wri 
couldn’t help playing up the role 
Aguiluz, Alwina is no pushover. | 
order for her to join him in save th 
Mulawin race, she makes Aguiluz 
cept the other he-bird that: she 
about to marry. They enlist the hy » 
of Tres Aves, two-males and one 
male, who are known for their 
usual strength and power. 

Unlike in “Enteng,” "Exodus" i 
“Terrorist,” the fight scenes in “М. 
lawin” are more androgynous: £x 
role stereotyping and macho li 
are diminished. 

In the films where more: won 
take center stage, the judges for 
award wondered why, with such vs 
perienced and eloquent actors 1 
leading roles, treatment of cle 
characters was almost misogynist 

For one, ‘Ako Legal Wife,” fouc 
in the "Mano Po” series, was such + 
disappointment coming after in 
year's entry, which almost tied мел! 
“Aishite Imasu" for Most Gem 
Sensitive Film. “Legal Wife" tries 1 
be a satire on the dishonesty ol « 
ranged marriages. But it ends «p 
laughing at women's struggles : 
Survive the trauma of men's lies 
fidelities and abuse, making much v 
how they compete for the affection 
attention and money of men 
“Mourning Girls" makes women + 
tims look even more ridiculous. 


Wink-wink 
The question to ask is wheihe: 
such films actually promote concu 
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INJUSTICE, she cried. Lily Monteverde'striumphantsmile DARK horse Rica Peralejo wins in Southmall - 8066888 


AMG NOW SHOWING 
wards OPENS TODAY — 


Enter the magical land of Narnia 


Now open in all SM Cinemas nationwide 
BEL uod О ce кысыш шо 


VE REMATCH AT SM CINEMAT 
Manny "Pacman" Pacquiao 


vs 
Erik "EI Terrible" Morales 


LIVE VIA SATELLITE WITH 
NO COMMERCIAL BREAK 
JANUARY 22, 2006 
(Sunday) 8:00 a.m. 
iew, Manila, Megamall, Southmall 
Pampanga, Cebu 
Megamall -6331901 Ма 


Fairview- 4176811 Pampanga - 9637681 
Cebu- 2313876 


would vanish before the night—no, the hour—was over. the sparkle department. 


BARBIE Almabis did not 
win anything. 


RPS... кенем 


binage and adultery. They make 
light of women's tragic situation, 
and wink as their husbands pursue 
sexual conquests. We wonder, how 
would today's directors treat a wom- 
an philanderer? 

And just as cat fights are used to 


olor stories of playboys, the | 


screams of women victims and the 
cackling of female villains—no mat- 
ter how comic—have been the stuff 
of local horror films. We wonder 
how a sensible female director 
would treat fright films. 

"Kutob" was a powerful produc. 
ion, with winners for Best Actor, 
West Editing and Best Director. The 
lead and supporting actresses por- 
\тауей their characters credibly. The 
downside is, the cause of Lemuel's 
psychosis: blame is laid at the 
doorstep of his controlling old maid 
junt. Couldn't the writer have been 
[it least a little more scientific if he 
[nas to pull out another hateful wom- 
an stereotype? 

No, the comedies and horror en- 
| пез were not too funny for women. 


[Why ‘Blue Moon’? 

This is why "Mulawin" almost 
stood out as first runner-up, and 
“Lagot ka sa Kuya Ko,” for all its frag- 
(е story line and forced anti-drugs 
ind anti-smoking inserts, still came 
na distant third. 

How did the jurors rate this year's 
iwardee, "Blue Moon"? In the words 
of Mayor Belmonte: “This film grap- 
[ез with the issue of masculinity in 
philippine society, masculine rela- 
lionships that are seldom shown in 
local] cinema. It affirms that... itis 
Жау to cry your heart out, to show 
ind accept your vulnerabilities, and 
о search for your soul. The film al- 
Lo... understands why [some] wom- 
n have to leave [the people] they 
ove in order to recover the souls 
hat they may have lost in fusing 
with the other. " 

(Anna Leah Sarabia, founder and 
xecutive director of the Women’s Me- 
lia Circle, was one of five jurors for 

Gender-Sensitive Film 
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reasury rejects all bids for 91-day bills 


Bidsfor6-month, [Т 
1-year paper swell Curnencirs 7 


By Michelle V. Remo = 3 


iP s2a8= Єз 
THE GOVERNMENT REJECTED ALL BIDS FOR Asof S pam. Jan. 9, 2006 
the 91-day treasury bills but raised its borrowing S ивло= $ 1 
through the other maturities as market appetite a € 
veered away from the three-month debt instru- чынык 
ment following the drop in its yield to the 4-per- GOLD: $527.80-528.30 
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INQUIRER MONITOR 

Figures that matter in our nation's life 
USAID Assistance to RP 

2004- 2006 (in million US dollars) 


2004 2005 


Souro: US Agony ter trata Development Pines 


‘THE US Agency for international Development assistance program aims to 
support the country's social and economic development. For 2006, the 
USAID has earmarked S63 milion for the Philippines. Of this 34 percent ні! 

This year's amount is 42 


goo family planning and health programs. 
росе lower than ast year's $89 топ, 


Chona Galang PO! Research 


cent level last week. 


Had the Treasury accepted the 
bids for the 91-day bills, the rate. 
could have increased by 14 basis 
points to 5.101 percent. The deci- 
sion to reject all bids for the bell- 
wether 91-day bills kept the rate at 
the previous week's 4.961 percent. 

‘The market was relatively not 
interested in the three-month 
government securities, with ten- 
ders reaching only P1.16 billion. 
Although the amount of tenders 
than the govern- 


was higher 


EARLY ‘RE-PRIVATIZATION’ SEEN 


Gov't names 6 to Maynilad board 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


THE GOVERNMENT YESTERDAY NAMED SIX 
nominees to the 12-member board of Mayni- 
lad Water Services Inc. in a bid to speed up the 
privatization of the cash-strapped utility that 
supplies water to Metro Manila's west zone. 

"The nominees were Oscar 1. Garcia, who 
will also be designated chair once Maynilad 
elects a new board on Thursday, former Jus- 
tice Perlita J. Tirona, lawyers Gerardo Р 
Cabochan, Santiago T. Gabionza Jr, Felipe C. 
Siapno and Rommel Macas Cancio. 

Maynilad president Fiorello Estuar will also be 
nominated by the government to the board, while 
Maynilad’s French parmer Suez Lyonnais will 
name four nominees led by Jacques Letondot. 

“This advances the rehabilitation of the 
company five years ahead of schedule,” gov- 


BSP sees 5% 
rise in foreign 
investments 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


‘THE PHILIPPINES CAN ATTRACT $940 MIL- 
lion worth of net foreign direct investments 
this year, or 5 percent better than the estimat- 
ed net inflow of $896 million in 2005, the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas projected 

FDI flows represent investments in brick- 
and-mortar businesses that are usually capi 
tal- and labor-intensive such as those spent in 
building new factories, power plants, mining 
ventures or other enterprises. 

Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas Deputy Governor 
Diwa Guinigundo told reporters that the expect- 
ей РОБ this year would likely go to the power, 
manufacturing and telecommunication sectors. 

These would jumpstart or beef up foreign 
investments in local enterprises and corpo- 
rations or tie-ups with local companies, he 
noted. 

While the actual yearend figures were not 
yet available, the $896 million in expected 
net FDI level for 2005 was in line with the 
BSP’s $900-million forecast for the year. 

‘The expected privatization of power-gen- 
erating plants owned by the government as 
well as the Supreme Court's ruling that fa- 


ernment corporate counsel Agnes De- 
vanadera said in an interview. 

She noted that this would be advantageous 
tothe government as this would make way for 
the re-privatization of the west concession at 
a much faster pace. 

“The new board nominees will be formally 
elected on Thursday and the very first agenda 
(of the new board) is the approval of the rec- 
ommended financial adviser (ABN-Amro), 
which will draw up the terms of reference of 
the re-bidding," Deyanadera explained. 

The Privatization and Management Office 
wants to complete the terms of reference for 
Maynilad's re-bidding by June. 

The OGCC chief also reiterated that there 
would be no new money to be invested by the 
national government. 

Maynilad needs P2.3 billion in capital ex- 


GUINIGUNDO 


vored the entry of foreign investors in the 
mining sector were seen as catalysts in at- 
tracting more foreign investments. 

Business process outsourcing is likewise a 
booming industry in the Philippines, with big 
multinational corporations shifting some of 
their backroom operations such as call center 
requirements to the country to take advan- 
tage of its English-speaking workforce. 

‘But despite a much improved economic en- 
vironment, the latest forecasts made by the 
BSP represented a downscaling of the earlier 
$1.2-billion net FDI target for 2006 made in 
October last year. 

Although more FDIs are expected this year 

8sP/62 


Shell to start selling gasoline 
with ethanol blend this year 


By Abigail L. Ho 


FULFILLING ITS COMMITMENT TO JUMP 
on the alternative fuels bandwagon in 2006, 
Pilipinas Shell Petroleum Corp. has confirmed 
its iment to start importing ethanol within the 
year 

Energy Secretary Raphael Lotilla said Shell 
had already expressed its desire to take part 
in ethanol importation this year, particularly 
with the incentives that came with bringing 
the alternative fuel into the country. 

EO 449 reduces the tariff on ethanol im- 
ports from 10 percent to 1 percent as part of 
government efforts to encourage the use of al- 
ternative fuels. 

Since there would be no locally produced 
ethanol until 2007, Lotilla said the best way 
to encourage bio-ethanol fuel development 
and use now would be to reduce import du- 
ties on ethyl alcohol. 


New player Seaoil Petroleum Corp. has al- 
ready started selling gasoline with a 10-per- 
cent ethanol blend straight from its pumps. 

Shell country chair Edgar Chua earlier said 
that they have conducted studies on the feasi- 
bility of selling ethanol pre-blended gasoline 
directly from its pumps and that the actual 
selling should start this year. 

Before selling the product, however, he said 
Shell should first look at all aspects that could pos- 
sibly affect its business and even its consumers. 

He explained that ethanol, because of its 
chemical composition, need special care in 
storage and handling. 

Ethanol required proper handling, he said, 
particularly ifthe product would be imported, 
Ir should not come into contact with water as 
this would affect its composition. 

He added that ethanol could not be placed 
їп just any ordinary storage tank. The storage 
facility should be made of mild steel. 


ments offering of P1 billion, Na- 
tional Treasurer Omar Cruz said 
it still showed under-subscription 
for the 91-day bills considering 
the high level of marker liquidity. 
But to maintain the govern- 
ments programmed borrowing 
ofP3.5 billion a week through the 
issuance of treasury bills (P1 bil- 
lion each through the 91- and 
182-day bills, and P1.5 billion 
through the 364-day paper), the 
TREASURY/ B2 


penditures this year to further curb systems 
losses and generate more income for the west 
concessionaire. 

‘The capital expenditure requirement would 
come from internally generated funds mostly from 
‘eamings and tarif increases obtained in 2005, Es- 
tuar told the Ingun in another interview. 

"The higher capital expenditure program lev- 
el not lower than P2 billion has historically re- 
sulted to lower NRW (non-revenue water) lev- 
els. This is what we are aiming at to fully make 
the company financially viable,” Estuar said, 

NRW which is the measure of water systems 
losses caused by pilferage and busted pipes, could 
only be improved with corresponding improve- 
ments in a concessionaire's system, he noted. 

Maynilad targets to narrow down its NRW 
by at least 2 percent annually. For 2006, the 
NRW target of Maynilad is at 64.5 percent. 


DECEMBER JANUARY per ounce Hong Kong, jn 6,2006 


STOCK MARKET 
Shares close at 10-month high 
cent higher yes- 


PSE COMPOSITE INDEX 
8 terday, hitting a 


DECEMBER JANUARY 
fresh 10-month high as re- 

gional markets welcomed 
the prospect that the US in- 
terest rate cycle is near to 
peaking out, dealers said 

They said sentiment was 
positive on an improving 
fiscal and economic outlook 
but there may be some con- (See stock market report on Page B2) 
solidation this week as most stocks are beginning to become expensive. 

The composite index rose 17.36 points to 2,151.15 after trading be- 
tween 2,133.79 and 2,152.55. Yesterday's finish was the best since 
March 19, 2005, when the index ended at 2,157.14. Volume was 366.8 
million shares worth P814.8 million. 

The broader all-shares index gained 7.92 points to 1,012.72. 

Gainers led losers 46 to 27, with 48 stocks unchanged. 

"Foreign funds are buying into key index (stocks) with strong earn- 
ings forecasts. They expect these firms' positive earnings performance 
to continue this year,” said James Lago of Westlink Global Equities Inc. 

Dealers said a stronger peso, coupled with tamer inflation in De- 
cember and slowing liquidity growth, signal more stable and maybe 
lower interest rates this year. 

hould be good for banking and property issues, they said. AFP 


WHATS INSIDE 


No FREE 

LUNCH 

Stronger peso: 
/B2 Goodorbad? /B2 


SHARE PRICES 
closed 0.81 per- 


ТҮТҮГҮН 


DOF to resurrect 
tax evasion 
programs 


я 


НЙ 


£s renun 


ASIAN CENTER FOR 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 


SHIP | 


ee 


ЖУЛА, 


LEADI 


The Enterpreneurial Leadership and Strategic 
Management (ELSM) course is developed for 
entrepreneurs and key managers of small and 
medium enterprises (SMEs) and enterprise 
development organizations. 


* Approaches to Strategy: Adaptive, Ideological, 


Creative, Rational 
* The Strategic Planning Process 

* External Assessment: 
A Framework for Strategizing 
* Looking at the Big Picture 
Market and Micro Market Analysis: 

The Small Picture. 
* Internal Assessment: 


A Framework for Organizational Diagnosis 


The ELSM focuses on: 


1 


Strategizing and leadership approaches 
for enterprises 

. Essential tools for enterprise strategic planning 
Strategies to improve enterprise positioning 
and performance 
Leadership principles and applications 


* Enterprise Visioning and Positioning 
* Entrepreneurial Leadership 
* The Entrepreneurial Leader: 
A Self-Assessment 
* Leading the Enterprise 
* Leadership Challenge 
* Applying the Learnings to your Enterprise 
• Strategic Plan for your Enterprise 
* Leadership Action Program 


For inquiries and reservation call: Ms. шуу Villanueva / Ms. Liza Ayalde 
Tel 4632 892-4011 lo 25 ext. 187, 252, 356, 332; Telefax +632 813-3302 


Email: ace@aim.edu.ph; Wvilanueva@alm.edu.ph 


jugenio Lopes Foundation Quilding, Joseph R. tsliicking Campus 


ово de Roxas, Makati City 1260 Philippines 
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Industry player 
opts out; another 
mulls over exit 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


SALES OF PRE-NEED FIRMS REMAINED 
weak during the 11 months that ended in 
November 2005, dipping 46 percent to P18.9 
billion from the P35 billion posted during the 
same period in 2004, the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission said in a monthly sales 
report 

"The decline was led by sales of education 
plans, which went down 56.6 percent to P5.5 
billion from January to November from the 
P12.6 billion posted year-on-year. 

Revenue of pension plans also dropped 
46.2 percent to P9.9 billion in the 11-month 
period last year from P18.4 billion in 2004. 

Life plans sold sank 11 percent to P3.5 bil- 
lion from P3.9 billion in the same period in 
2004. 

For the month of November alone, pre- 
need sales went down 48 percent to P1.48 bil- 
lion compared with P2.84 billion in the same 
month in 2004, 

‘The biggest decline for November was seen 
їп education plans, which fell 68 percent to 
P354.6 million. 

Life plans dropped 61 percent to P238.7 mil- 
lion in November followed by pension plans 
that shrank 20 percent to P884.3 million. 

Compared with October's sales perfor- 
mance, November's sales was slightly up 6.7 
percent from the P1.38 billion of the previous 
month, led by the slight increase in sales of 
life and pension plans. 

Seeing the deterioration in business condi- 
tions and the prevailing regulatory environ- 
ment, education and pension plan provider 
Pryce Plans Inc. has decided to exit the pre- 
need industry, industry sources said. 

‘Another pre-need firm, TPG Plans, is also 
carefully reviewing its strategy, whether to 
stay on orto shift to another line of business. 

Sources familiar with Pryce Plans said the 
firm's management had decided not to renew 
it’s dealer's license for 2006, The license al- 
lows a firm to sell education plans. 

Pryce Plans’ license expired last Dec. 31. 

But the sources stressed that Pryce Plans 
would continue to service education plan 
benefits ofits plan holders. 

TPG Plans, on the other hand, is still study- 
ing whether to apply for the renewal of its 
dealers license for 2006. 

The SEC had said in its status report that 
Pryce Plans and TPG would not be qualified 
for the renewal of their respective license for 
2006 pending compliance to some reportorial 
requirements. 

The House of Representatives in a resolution 
dated Dec. 5 urged the SEC to suspend its con- 
troversial rule on the Actuarial Reserve Liability 
(ARL). The rule requires pre-need firms to book 
reserves to settle liabilities to plan holders. 

Congress also urged SEC to restore the li 
censes of several pre-need firms to ease their 
cash flow. 

‘The pre-need industry's present woes were 
brought on by the government's 1993 deci- 
sion to deregulate the tuition setting of pri- 
vate schools and universities. 
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Stronger peso: 


“THE PESO IS ON A ROLL,” 1 WROTE IN 
this column almost a year ago today (NFL, 1- 
31-05), as the peso-dollar exchange rate had 
moved from well above P56 in mid-2004 
down to P54 by January last year. Sound fa- 
miliar? Now we are at the P52 range, an even 
more dramatic drop from the above-PS6 lev- 
els we were seeing around mid-year 2005. 

1s this good news or bad news? Media 
and the authorities largely portray it as 
good news. But the situation merits closer 
‘examination to understand why itis actual- 
ly both, depending on how one looks at it, 
and depending on who is being affected. 


Surging dollar supplies 

As the basic law of supply and demand 
tells us, the price of something (including 
of a currency, like the US dollar) will go 
down if either supply of it increases, or de- 
mand for it decreases, or both. 

What's been happening lately is that the pe- 
so value of the dollar has been falling (which 
also means the value of the peso has been ris- 
ing in dollar terms). Thus, supply of dollars 
getting into the country must be rising, or de- 
mand for dollars must be falling, or both. 

Export earnings are clearly not boosting 
our dollar supplies, as exports had been 
rather sluggish in 2005 with an average 
growth of only around 3 percent (down 
from double-digit growth the year before). 

But everyone knows that overseas remit- 
tances are surging lately and are estimated to 
have exceeded $10 billion in 2005. Much of 
it came in towards the Christmas holidays, 
and this is an annual seasonal phenomenon. 


Slow demand 

The supply side doesn't tell the whole 
story, though. Slower demand for dollars 
has a role in the stronger peso as well, and 
this isn't exactly good news. 

Demand for dollars comes primarily 
from importers, but latest available data 
show an actual drop in imports (-3.1 per- 
cent) as of October. 

‘And since the bulk of our imports are in 
the form of production inputs (e.g. equip- 
ment, fuel and raw materials), slower or 
lower imports presage slower production 
and a slower economy ahead. 

Incidentally, NEDA’ press release on the 
import data highlights the fact that despite 
the import drop in October, there was a sig- 
nificant increase (11.9 percent) in imports 
of aircraft, ships and boats, and other 
lumpy capital equipment. 

‘This to me is even worse news, because if 
lumpy imports like aircraft grew by so much 
while overall import growth was negative, 
then the drop in imports of inputs for the 
more job-generating manufacturing sectors 
must have been more dramatic than the 
overall 3.1 percent import decline suggests. 

Worse, the strength of the peso could 
further weaken the already weak perfor- 
mance of the manufacturing sector. A 
cheaper dollar has a dampening effect on 
exports, the bulk of which are manufac- 
tured products like electronics and wearing 
apparel. Thats why many are beginning to 
express concern, rather than elation, with 


Good or bad? 


No FREE LUNCH 


Cielito F Habito 


the surging peso. 


Winners and losers 

A stronger peso benefits some, and hurts 
some. 

Obvious gainers are consumers of imports 
and import-dependent products, as peso 
costs for every dollars worth of imports go 
down, translating to lower prices. Outgoing 
Filipino tourists also benefit, as it becomes 
even cheaper to visit Hong Kong Disneyland 
as against visiting, say, Boracay or Bohol. 

Filipinos wishing to invest abroad rather 
than in the domestic economy also find it 
cheaper to do so. Also gaining are those 
who have to pay back foreign loans, includ- 
ing the government. 

Losers are domestic producers, especially 
exporters, But you don't have to be an ex- 
porter to be hurt. Producers for the domestic. 
market also get hurt by competition from 
even cheaper imports. Foreign tourists also 
find it less attractive to visit us even as more 
Filipino tourists choose to go abroad, there- 
by hurting the tourism industry. 

And while Filipinos are encouraged to 
invest abroad, direct foreign investors also 
find it more expensive to invest here, and 
less attractive to do so especially in export- 
oriented ventures. 

The losers, in the end, are our job-hungry 
workers. Add to that OFW families, whose 
remittances convert into less pesos than be- 
fore—and this goes on to affect the produc- 
ers of the goods and services they buy. 


Government impact 

Government also ends up with less rev- 
enues because import duty collections go 
down when the peso value of imports goes 
down. 

DBM Undersecretary Laura Pascua tells 
me that the net effect of the peso apprecia- 
tion on the fiscal balance is neutral, as the 
loss on the revenue side (about P1.5 to 1.6 
billion for every peso drop in the exchange 
rate) is compensated by a corresponding 
savings in foreign debt service payments. 

Meanwhile, government is apparently 
gaining from the positive spin that the 
stronger currency has been getting, Itis, we 
are told, a sign of increased confidence in 
our economy—whereas for reasons de- 
scribed above, increased confidence would 
actually be misplaced. So it can't be that. 

What many don't realize is that the US 
dollar actually weakened dramatically 
against major currencies in the opening 
days of the new year, and this has had a lot 
to do with the current strengthening of the 
peso (along with other regional currencies) 
against the dollar. Let's get the whole pic- 
ture right. Comments welcome at 
chabito@ateneo.edu. 


Exporters earned over $278M in trade fairs abroad 


By Ronnel W. Domingo Food 
LOCAL EXPORTERS EARNED A 
combined $278.1 9 million from 
overseas trade fairs and another 
P272.3 million from local exhibi- 
tions in 2005, according to the 
Center for International Trade 
Expositions and Missions, 

Citem, the export trade promo- 
tions agency of the Department of 
‘Trade and Industry reported that 
last year, 2,037 small and medi- 
um enterprises and private firms 
took part in 38 trade fairs and 
business missions here and 
abroad 

Citem chief and Trade Assis- 
tant Secretary Fe Agoncillo- 
Reyes said the increase in ex- 
port sales was largely due to the 
success of Citem's major pro- 
jects, like the International 


try Link. 


Exhibition, 
Trade Fair, e-Services Philip. 
pines, Manila FAME Interna- 
tional, BIO-Search and Indus- 


IFEX alone achieved a 23-per- 
cent increase in sales and 53-per- 
cent improvement in the atten- 
dance of foreign buyers, most of 
whom came from China, the 
United States, Italy, Singapore 
and Hong Kong. 

Other sources of foreign ex- 
change earnings were the Citem- 
backed participation of local 
firms in various international 
food shows, such as the Interna- 
tional Sweets and Biscuits Fair in 
Germany and Saudifood in Sau- 
di Arabia. 

Reyes said seven exporters that 
joined ISM, the leading fair for 
the global confectionery industry, 


National 
gotiated orders. 


year. 


2004. 


fashion accessories 
cessed food. 


reported $44 million worth of ne- 


Also, another group of seven 
local companies sent to Saudi- 
food earned $5.07 million. 

On the local front, the Nation- 
al Trade Fair held at SM Mega- 
malls Megatrade Halls posted 
retail sales of P21.6 million or 28 
percent higher than the P16.9 
million reported the previous 


Also, supply agreements nego- 
tiated during the NTF yielded 
some P142 million worth of prod- 
ucts or 238 percent higher than 
the P50.9 million firmed up in 


NTF's top sellers included fur- 
niture and furnishings, gifts, 
home décor and houseware, 
and pro- 


Reyes said 2005 was "an ac- 
tive year for export trade pro- 
motion" as the agency imple- 
mented 38 projects plus three 
major business meetings that 
included the Ist fex Sympo- 
sium (for the food sector), Nur- 
turing the Creative Economy 
(creative industry) and the 
Beautiful Shrinking World 
(furniture and home ware de- 
sign). 

‘Trade Secretary Peter B. Favila 
said the focus of the govern- 
ment's export development pro- 
gram was the SMEs singled out to 
tap the overseas market. 

“By helping SMEs graduate in- 
to exporting firms, we strengthen 
the country’s ability to earn more 
dollars through the manufacture 
of homegrown goods,” Favila 
said. 


Treasury rejects all bids for 91-day bills srs. 


Bureau of Treasury's auction 
committee accepted more bids 
than scheduled for the six-month 
and one-year securities. 

‘The committee accepted Pl4 
billion worth of bids for the 182- 
day bills and P2.1 billion for the 
364-day paper. 

Cruz explained that investors 
chose the longer-tenor bills given 
the significant differential in the 


BSP sees 5% 


‘compared to 2005, there are some 
outflows expected from the off- 
shore expansion plans of Philip- 
pine companies like food and bev- 
erage giant San Miguel Corp. 
SMC has emerged as regional 
player after a spate of major ac- 


yields of the 91-day and those of 
the 182- and 364-day bills, 

“The differential between 91-day 
and 182day rates is 200 basis 
points. So they (market) are not 
picking it (91-day) up," Cruz said in 
a press briefing after the auctions. 

Due to the huge demand for the 
182-day bills, with tenders reach- 
ing P9.01 billion, the rate dropped 
by 37.2 basis points to 6.435 per- 


rise in foreign investments 


‘The latest figure from the BSP 
indicated that some $812 million 

Ер flowed into the Philip- 
pines from January to September 
this year, 69 percent better than a 
year ago, on rosier prospects for 
the manufacturing sector. 


quisitions, including that of Aus- 
tralian dairy giant National Foods 
Ltd. It has likewise made inroads 
to new markets like Vietnam, 
Thailand, 
Malaysia on top of existing in- 
vestments in China, 


already bottomed out. 


Singapore — and 


cent. The rate for 364-day bills fell 
to 7.399 percent, or 21.2 basis 
points lower than the previous 
rate, as bids reached P7,63 billion. 

Although the appetite for the 
91-day bills was weaker compared 
with that for the other tenors, Cruz 
said it was still difficult to say 
whether the three-month rate has 


He said that given the limited 


supply of government debt offer- 
ing, set at only P3.5 billion a week 
through treasury bills and P4 bil- 
lion in treasury bonds, and the 
high market liquidity, the rates 
could still decline, 

He noted that there were some 
P7 billion worth of maturing gov- 
ernment securities this week, with 
the money expected to be reinvest- 
ed in either treasury bills or bonds. 


From page BI 


But the nine-month FDI flows 
to the Philippines represented a 
slowdown from the $929 million 
that entered from January to Au- 
gust, largely due to outflows from 
intercompany borrowings 
recorded in September, 
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PHILIPPINE Long Distance Telephone Co.'s first vice president Emiliano 
Tanchico disposed of 3,730 shares, at P1,850 per share, on Jan. 4. This re~ 
duced the number of his beneficially owned shares to 2,339. The following 
day, senior vice president George Lim disposed of all his 1,000 shares for 
the same price. Meanwhile, vice president Emmanuel Ocumen disposed of 
325 shares (PCD account) and 631 shares (certificated) at P1,850 share, 

Compiled by Cyril. 


leaving him without any beneficially owned share. 
Bonabente, PDI Research 


Mr. BEARBULL 


Due to space con- 
straints, Mr, Bearbull 
will appear 

on Wednesday 


January 9, 2006 
Country 


United States 
Japan 
United Kingdom 
Hong Kong. 
Switzerland 
Canada 
Singapore 
Australia 
Bahrain 
Saudi Arabia 
Brunel 
Indonesia 
Thaland 
UAE 

Euro 
Argentina 
Валі 
Denmark 
India 
Malaysia 
Moxico 

New Zoaland 
South Africa 
Korea 
Tavan 


Equivalent 


0.822978 
0.007194 
1486917 
0.106148 
0.648014 
0705995 
0.502582. 
0618966 
2.183485 
0.219455 
0.501052 
0.000086 
0.020652 
0.224074 
1.000000 
0.269740 
0.361351 
0.134112 
0.018569 
0.219344 
0.077952 
0.567924 
0.135032 
0.000832 
0.025598 


Dollar 
Yen 
Pound 
Dolar 
Frane 
Dolar 
Dolar 
Dolar 
Dinar" 
Rial 
Dollar 
Rupiah 
Baht 
Diam 
Euro 
Peso. 
Real 
Kroner. 
Rupee 
Ringgit 
Now Peso 
Dolar 
Rand 
Won 

Mt Dollar 


Equivalent 


1.000000 
0008742 
1.770300 
0128981 
0787402 
0.857854 
0610687 
0752106 
2653153 
0.266660 
0608828 
0000105 
0.025094 
027272 
1.215100 
0.327761 
0.439078 
0.162059 
0022563 
0266525 
0.094719 
0.690084 
0164077 
0001011 
0.031104 


Peso 
Equivalent 


526460 
04602 
921992 
67903 
414536 
451626 
32.1502 
395954 
1896778 
14.0386 
320524 
00055 
132) 
143340. 
839702 
17.2553 
231157 
85791 
13878 
140315 
4.9868 
363302 
8.6380 
00532 
1.6375 
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DOF to resurrect tax evasion programs 


Teves vows to spend more time on RATE, RATS, RIPS 


Oil firm seeks 
to increase 
biodiesel 

fuel sales 


By Abigail L. Но 


INDEPENDENT OIL FIRM FLYING V 
plans to invest in more pumps that will 
dispense alternative fuels, hoping to in- 
crease the share ofits coco methyl ester 
(CME)-blended diesel to as much as 40 
percent of total diesel sales this year. 
Flying V chair Ramon Villavicencio 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE FINANCE DEPARTMENT SAID IT 
would resurrect its campaign to go after 
tax evaders, smugglers and corrupt 
government workers to plug revenue 
losses. 

“1 want to spend more time on them 
(RATE, RATS, RIPS) this year than what 
I have done in the last five months,” 
said Finance Secretary Margarito 
Teves. 

‘The RATE (Run After Tax Evaders), 
RATS (Run After the Smugglers), and 
RIPS (Revenue Integrity Protection Ser- 
vice) programs were launched during 
the time of Finance Secretary Cesar 
Purisima, who served from February to 
July last year. 


Under the programs, the DOE to- 
gether with either the Bureau of Inter- 
nal Revenue and the Bureau of Cus- 
toms, filed high-profile tax evasion or 
smuggling cases every week and cor- 
ruption cases once every two weeks. 

The programs were part of the govern- 
ments campaign to encourage the public 
toreligiously pay taxes and duties. 

The weekly and fortnightly schedule 
for the filing of cases, however, was 
missed following the change of leader- 
ship last July. 

But newly appointed Finance Under- 
secretary Gaudencio Mendoza Jr, who 
replaced Undersecretary Emmanuel 
Bonoan, said he was tasked by Teves to 
revive the three pt and make 
them part of the DOF's agenda for 2006. 


“We are looking at certain efforts to 
preserve the RIPS program. As soon as 
we have evidence, we will file as many 
as we can,” Mendoza told reporters. 

He added that the concerned BIR 
and DOF authorities were studying 
ways to improve the presentation of ev- 
idence against suspected tax evaders to 
make RATE cases progress quickly. 

On the RATS, he said the DOF wants 
to pin down big-time suspects rather 
than focus on small-time ones. 

‘Some big names charged with tax 
evasion under the old RATE program 
were celebrities Richard Gomez, Judy 
‘Ann Santos, Regine Velasquez, former 
Agriculture Secretary Arthur Yap, doc- 
tor Joel Mendez, columnist Tina Juan 
and basketball star Asi Taulava. 
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said biodiesel in 2005 accounted for 
between 15 and 20 percent of the oil 
firm's total diesel sales. 

Of this total, 10 percent came from 
motorists converting to biodiesel from 
ordinary diesel, while another 10 per- 
cent came from new business. 

“We hope to get biodiesel to account 
for 30-40 percent of our diesel sales 
this year" Villavicencio said. "Right 
now, Flying Vis the only oil firm selling 
(CME-blended diesel) at the pump. But 
we also have ordinary diesel to give 
consumers a choice." 

‘At present, he said there were 32 
Flying V stations that were selling 
CME-blended diesel in the country. 

The oil firm has more than 120 sta- 
tions nationwide. 

Villavicencio said Flying V planned 
to invest in more pumps that would 
dispense CME-blended diesel. 

In 2006, Villavicencio said 70 per- 
cent of its stations, or about 84, should 
have such dispensing pumps. 

Each pump and tank for CME-blended. 
diesel costs around P800,000, he said. 

їп an earlier interview, Villavicencio 
said Flying V would be investing be- 
tween P150 million and P450 million 
for the establishment of three new de- 
pots over the next three years. 

A new depot in Poro Point, La Union, 
with a capacity of four million liters, 
should be ready for use within the first 
quarter. 

Another one, currently being estab- 
lished in Cebu, should be completed 
some time this year. 

The company would also be putting up. 
a depot in Cagayan de Oro, which should 
be finished by next year, Villavicencio said. 

Each depot, he said, cost between 
P50 million and P150 million, depend- 
ing on the capacity, which ranged from 
2 million liters to 10 million liters. 

Flying V currently has five existing 
depots, with a combined capacity of 12 
million liters of fuel. 
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Garci tapes are fake 


campus. But money will not get 
you into the program. Artistic 
talent and aptitude will. 

Paco tells me that with the 
rising demand for digital ani- 
mators, the University has de- 
cided to expand and improve 
its DIA facilities. 

‘There is an annual contest 
among digital animators held 
in Manila. Pitted against teams 
from UP and St. Benilde, the 
‘Ateneo de Naga team has run 
away with the grand prizes two 
years in a row. 

The digitalized special ef- 
fects you sometimes see on Jay 
Leno's Tonight show and in the 
movies (King Kong is the latest 
example) are the products of 
digital animators. 

Paco tells me that, with limited 
equipment, he and his classmates 
sometimes fool around in their 
spare time to produce tape record- 
ings of the authentic voices of two 
real people engaged in a conversa- 
tion that never took place. 

If the boys have enough 
recordings of David's voice, 1 
guess they can produce a tape 
of a fake conversation with. 
Garcillano. 

You can't detect the fakery 
except by the same electronic 
equipment that produced the 
fake tapes. This method needs 
the least amount of human in- 
tervention. The results are 
surefire and exact. | 


(Second ofa seris) 


RANDY DAVID DISAGREES 
with my analysis (in my column 
of Dec. 19) that, except for the 
chat between the President Ar- 
Toyo and a Comelec official 
(presumably Garcillano), the 
rest of the Garci tapes are fake. 

Thad written that technolo- 
gy equipment and expertise 
are available in Metro Manila 
for taping the voices of two real 
people engaged in a conversa- 
tion that never took place. 

David says, a voice authenti- 
cator can tell us if the voices in 
the tape match the voiceprints 
ofa given sample of voices. The 
voiceprints may match with a 
given sample of voices, but that 
is no proof that the conversa- 
tion took place. 

David says a recording tech- 
nician can ascertain the physi- 
cal integrity of a piece of 
recorded material. It can be 
safely assumed that the Garci 
tapes have physical integrity 
but, again, that is no proof that 
the conversation took place. 

David calls my analysis ab- 
surd. He relies on hermeneutics 
and ethnomethodology. These 
long words are not found in my 
insurance dictionary. So, 1 
looked them up in Websters 
unabridged dictionary. 

Hermeneutics is “the science 
of interpretation and explana- 
tion, especially that branch of 
theology which defines the 
laws applied by exegesis.” Exe- 
gesis means "exposition; esp., a 
critical explanation of a portion. 
of Scripture." 


(QUESTIONS 
or POLICIES 


^ 
Honesto C. 
General. A 

Some science. After cen- 
turies of applying hermeneutics 
оп God's word, there are today 
3,000 (and counting) different 
versions of the Bible in publica- 
tion, and 30,000 Christian sects 
allover the world. 

Ethnomethodology is the “soci- 
ological study of the rules and rit- 
uals underlying ordinary social ac- 
tivities and interactions.” That is 
some mouthful. I prefer to rely on 
the pure logic of mechanical engi- 
neering and stay in the mundane 
business of insurance brokerage. 

Ofcourse, I realize that inter- 
preting God's word is infinitely 
harder than decoding the Garci 
te 

Even then, I prefer the expla- 
nation of my grandson Paco. He 
is a sophomore in digital illus- 
tration and animation (DIA). 
This is a four-year diploma 
course offered only by the Ate- 
neo de Naga University, Not 
even the University of the 
Philippines offers this highly 
specialized course. 

About seven years ago, the 
late Father Raul Bonoan, then 
president of the University, sent. 
а member of the faculty to the 
Seattle headquarters of Mi- 
crosoft to study DIA. 

When he came back, he de- 
signed and developed the 
course. lt is the hardest and 
mos. expensive course in the 


Quedancor wants P8.1B set aside 
for farmers, microentrepreneurs 
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agriculture sector and agrarian reform-related 
projects,” Buenaflor explained. 

Quedancor will, in turn, use the funds to is- 
sue non-collateral loans to thousands of small 


nali тетот Trucks oo 
farmers, fisherfolk, food retailers and rural = — QTHER PRODUCTS: 
and urban poor borrowers nationwide. a 


STATE-OWNED AGRICULTURE AND MICRO- 
finance lender Quedan Rural Credit and Guar- 
antee Corp. (Quedancor) yesterday said that it 
‘would expand its loan portfolio by another P2.4 
billion to P8.1 billion this year to reach out to 
more rural borrowers and microentrepreneurs 
Nelson Buenaflor, Quedancor president 
and chief executive, said that the state-run 
firm would be working closely with local gov- 
ernment units, as well as commercial and de- 
velopment banks, to meet this goal. 
Buenaflor said 
Quedancor would 
again be issuing 
bonds in the capital 
markets, in compli- 
ance with Presiden- 
tial Decree No. 717 or 
the Agri-Agra law. | 
fh 2004 the Unit. | The UP Master of Business Administration (MBA) Program 
ed Coconut Planters | provides a foundation for a career in middle and upper 
es “ the First || management in business. The program offers a mix of functional 
Uere yere the lead || disciplines in management with courses in the management of 
arranger and issuer || technology and innovation as well as in general management. The 
ofthe bond issuance. || program is also designed to allow students to acquire knowledge 
In 2005, the East- || and skills in specialized management areas through elective 
West Bank availed of n : : à 
e Валі ачае 01 | courses which comprise a third of total course requirements. Part- 
time students can complete the program in 2.5 years. Full-time (day) 
students need 1.5 years. 


Bigwoods Transport Company 


EES i 
Quedancor serves as the banks’ conduit for PROFIT Retail System (POS/Scles Mngr, Inv, AR. & P.O.) 
lending and collection, he added. ri = = Eor Inaviries on Proft System сай: 
Buenaflor reported that as of December 734-8858 ә 736-6753 • 735-4892 | 
2004, Quedancor's total lending portfolio stood 7 
at PS billion. For 2005, the state-owned firm Latest versron w/the now РНС TABLE for 


hopes to provide some P5.3 billion for its lend- PREMIUM CONTRIBUTION for 2006 
ing activities and P438 million for guarantees. ія пом available. 
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dow from the Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas 
to acquire P100 mil- 
lion in debt papers 
from Quedancor. 

Over the last two 
years, Allied Banking 
Corp, the Philippine 
Veterans Bank, the gov- 
emmentowned Unit- 
ed Coconut Planters 
Bank and Land Bank of 
the Philippines opened 
similar credit redis- 
counting _ windows 
with Quedancor. 

In acquiring the 
dex papers of 
Quedancors farmer- 
clients, the banks in ef- 
fect complied with the 
laws requirements 
thar they “invest in the 
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MBA ADMISSION SY 2006-2007 wi 
55-555 à 


Basic QUALIFICATIONS: Bachelor's 
degree (any field), work experience, 
two recommendations, and 
acceptable admission test scores. 
ADMISSION TEST: Sunday, 

February 19, 2006. 

APPLICATION PERIOD: Deadline of 
Submission of Application Form on 
February 17, 2006. 
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Scholarships and Student Exchange. 
(Full-time MBA Students) 


For inquiries, cont ка 
Program Director, Master's Program 
College of Business Administration 
UP Diliman, Quezon City 
Phone: 928-4571 to 76 and 927-0488 (telefax) 


Email: mba@up.eduph 


Ф Fifteen scholarships are available. Бета 


Vb. Four slots for student exchange 
programs in France, Hungary and 
the US. 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 10, 2006 
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RECURRENT UT 


Амма ERECTION de 57 E PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER, the recognized leader in the newspaper 
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Quick services eut BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT SUPERVISORS 


Ert ENGINE TUNE UP 
WHEEL ALUONBALANCNG to work for our Distributor Partner in the areas of Pampanga, Bataan, Tarlac, 


| Разни | пата иат ^ Nueva Ecija and Zambales. 
Hermosa Bataan 77 VS AV. 115 MNDAV OC 3 JOB DESCRIPTION: 
TUTORIAL LESSONS ЗОО ЕВ 155, Easy Car Loan 3748765 4 Will handle a sub-distributor partner to grow the business. 
Этим 03287849698 
pueris TRANSPORTATION 15% eem сы ton uen сы Р QUALIFICATION: 
FACTORY/WHSE FOR RENT College graduates from the localities; 
Highly motivated; Aggressive; Hardworking; 
m€"—— Must possess excellent oral and written communication skills both in 
Кили CARS FOR RENT English and Filipino; 
Preferably Male, willing to work on a graveyard shift, fast-paced, 
dynamic and flexible environment. 


HOUSEHOLD 1085 

WADE SSS 
Ores Yate) FOR RENT 

23€ WIO TAKING p Background in sales is not necessary, but a plus. 
КА MADSAYA 4300920 Gar 7880183-84 
É [ORC Sa Send your Resume to GQY Distribution Group Inc. at 
DOLE ACCREDITED AVAL тучетшер Car toti GQY Distributors Inc., Dolores Homesite Extension, Dolores, 
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LOT 4LONG TERM LEASE 

ocd ud Yop Or sooo ror t or call/fax 045-961 4048 and look for Mr. Mar Manabat or Mr. Jess Yap. 
бна шй Noe Dire MT! — GUD LOCATION ВО You can email it to 
Help Agency S928975 « S921907 gorem jessy@ mail.irnet.net.ph or qdydistribution.com.ph 
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мыи Dese emi CV 
олова буран 


UPAT BAHAY [ amer | Urgent Need! Pursuant to Monetary Board Resolution No. 12 dated January 5, 2006 


ordering the closure of the Rural Bank of Zamboanguita (Negros Oriental), 

Inc. (RBZI), the Philippine Deposit Insurance Corporation (PDIC) will start 

its operations for the servicing of claims for insured deposits in the closed 
RBZI on Wednesday, January 11, 2006. 

1% Car Lending 560140 


WisbMRREMISTIS CUBAO USD 28A PET 902162 уа Tree Car Loan Corp. песо civit ENGR. Depositors are requested to proceed directly to the premises of RBZI where 
SWISS WATCHES 3 they can file their claims with the PDIC representatives from January 11 to 


 *P1300/TRIP 742-14-57 WAREHOUSE, 1% CARLOAN 373-6519 000022 G.ORETTA  LUMEUR. ме 27, 2006, during office hours (8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.), Monday to 
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FEMALE AND 1 MALE ТӨП 
iOWE.NTEREST QR CALL 08008001 | After the said date, all depositors can file their claims personally at the PDIC 


= o mo onas 14СИ ТТ — MBCAIMMUADMENS ¢ 9 8-117 2 ° Claims Counter, 6" Floor, SSS BLDG, Ayala Avenue corner V.A. Rufino St., 
BEAL ESTATE Makati City from Monday to Friday, 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. or by mail to: 


FOR SALE The Manager 
es SICK AG looking for dealers Claims Processing Department 


UT Philippine Deposit Insurance Corporation 
HOUSE P 2 H 2228 Chino Roces Avenue 
pm in Visayas and Mindanao 1231 Makati City 


Depositors are advised to present the following requirements to the PDIC 
Mi rr Ayla PIT Шу 8074807. SICK AG is one of the world's leading representatives when filing their claims: 


Lots, H&L C5 nr Fort roducers of sensors and sensor solutions a. Original evidence of deposit such as Savings Passbook, Certificate of 
prepped Mol orice SPACE spat : : ; ` Time De : ‘Unused Chee 

BN M i posit, or Bank Statement including Unused Checks. 

hie Fe Ана Н for industrial applications. It 15 a b. Two (2) latest identification cards/documents (IDs) with depositor's 
technology and market leader in both signature. 


нано ЧАТ леа | factory and process automation. SICK Other documents may be required by the PDIC representatives in the course of 


OlsCondofise 4 RenvSale Sensors are manufactured in Germany. their processing of claims filed. 
Arp а амиин А i 4. Pursuant to the provision of В.А. 3591, аз amended by В.А. 9302, the 
Fé Fun MeL Weare looking for potential dealers in the ` prescriptive date (last day) for filing claims for insured deposits in the closed 

REAL ESTATE Visayas and Mindanao region for SICK Rural Bank of Zamboanguita (Negros Oriental), Inc. is on January 7, 2008. 


NEAR SHAW BLVD ЮВ SALE OR RENT Products. After January 7, 2008, PDIC as insurer, shall no longer accept any claim for 


nes Tnser3stey3b/3-41B maintained wi ai 
каны амды insured deposits maintained with the said closed bank. 
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address: 


RT, Unit A, 23rd Floor, Galleria Regency only be a click of JOB 
ADB Avenue, Ortigas Center - 
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Lui M" Email: sick_ph@pacific.net.ph SCS: 
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gpaw - 
1 The Maryknoll Sisters of St. Dominic 
wish to announce the entrance into eternal life of 


| Sister Marie Lorraine Carney, M.M. 
| At the Maryknoll Sisters Center in New York | (Message of © hanks 


on January 6, 2006 


She taught at Maryknoll College Grade School We, the family of the late 
and was principal of St. James Academy, Malabon. š 


E 


mas" чемо: 


DR. NESTOR MERCADO FELICIANO 


President of Misamis University 


ee An 
y obituary “In peace I shall both lie down and sleep, 


for you alone, Lord make me secure..." 


with a picture (Psalm 4:9) wish to express our profound gratitude 
а bea Jud for the spontaneous love, sympathy and support that all of you 
fitting tribute uige have shown during our time of grief. 
g $ 
wur | | NATIVIDAD F, IGNACIO 
d. Peaceflly joined our Lord We are humbly grateful and find strength in knowing 
OBITUARY on January 8, 2006 at the age of 85. that he touched so many lives in his concern for others. 
REQUIREMENTS: 
Her be d family, relati: ıd friend: t 
ooma | а imde ped he 


He will continue living on in our hearts and through the lives 
we lead — a testament to his legacy of love, compassion, 
humility and generosity. 


© Any identification E 


document (LD) Her remains lie in state at Chapel 5, Garden of 


Memories Memorial Chapels, Bagong Calzada, 
Pateros, Metro Manila. 


DEATH 


m| | ecce mid dee крнын Thank you very much 
MESSAGE :00 p.m. Holy Mass. 
OF THANKS Wife Sonia 
DEATH Sisters Natividad and Gloria 


ANNIVERSARY | | Children Becky, Wendy, Karen, Dina, Raoul and Dario 
REQUIEMS LA FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. In-laws, grandchildren and other relatives 
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Va SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM 
, 4 Western Visayas Cluster 


Bacolod City 


WANTED SEAMEN!!! 


CRUDE ST/CHEMIGAL TANKER EXPERIENCED 
(Principal's Accreditation Сеп. No. 000813) 


WAGES AND CONDITION EFFECTIVE 01 JANUARY 2006 
MASTER 


(Salary - USS 6,341 per month) 


CHIEF OFFICE 


(Salary - USS 4,245 per month) 


SECOND OFFICER 


(Salary - USS 2,698 per month) 


THIRD OFFICER 


(Salary - USS 2,335 per month) 


CHIEF ENGINEER 


(Salary - USS 6,039 per month) 


1st ASST. ENGINEER 


(Salary - USS 4,000 per month) 


2nd ASST. ENGINEER 


(Salary - USS 2,698 per month) 


3rd ASST. ENGINEER 


(Salary - USS 2,335 per month) 


LEA рувис ESTATES AUTHORITY 


== 7Ih For LEGASPI TOWERS 200, PASEO DE ROXAS 
"CITY OF RARATI RETRO МАНКА 
TELEPHONE NUMBERS: АИ 874741 » 817-47-13 
rre 
ax (2) 815-2082 915-1046 
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INVITATION TO PREQUALIFY AND BID 


The PHILIPPINE RECLAMATION AUTHORITY (formerly Public 
Estates Authority) is inviting all interested parties to prequalily and 
bid for the lease of twelve (12) pre-selected sites for outdoor billboard 
advertising along the landstrip ol Coastal Road from Barangay 
Tambo, Parafiaque to Barangay llaya, Las Piñas City. 


.. Qualified Bidders 
а. Any Filipino citizen, of legal age, and 
b. Any partnership, association or corporation, public or private 
of which at least 70% of the capital stock or of any interest in 
said capital stock belongs wholly to citizens of the Philippines 
and which is organized and constituted under the laws of the 
Philippines. 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
JANITORIAL SERVICES 


The SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM WESTERN VISAYAS CLUSTER tough ts 2005-2007 
Baang Maintevance/Repan-Jantonal Services. mense lo apply the sum ol Pho 
£308.38 79 beng Ye Approved "Be Contract (ABC) to payments under me 
Тоша ior he Tei а Sorcas. Bie есиме in excess ol a ABC shal be 
‘Sttomatcalyrjeced м Bo opening 
Tr SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM nom өзмә Si vom эры csr Jes 
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RT UY ETT түттү 
[mro dime (iL At (1. Betas Ш. Bes (1. Danepus ш 
а o year arco ater coniac sgning The descpcn c злее Boder 
{S contained in еси Û ci т Bisang Document, nstucsono Bises (ТВ) 


j. Interested qualified parties may obtain the Terms of Reference and 
Bid Documents upon payment of a non-refundable fee of THREE 
THOUSAND PESOS (P3,000.00) in cash or Manager's/Cashier's 
check starting December 22, 2005 until January 24, 2006 from 
9:00 AM to 5:00 PM at the Marketing Department, 7th Floor Legaspi 
Towers 200, Paseo de Roxas, Makati City. а as suen cur те post асе POSEN 

Interested Bers may obtain tha iniormation rom ihe SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM, 

Western issyes Closer Bacolod Chy and apec т Beard Document al e acess 

en below toms 00am 0 S00 


The first pre-bid conference is scheduled on January 18, 2006 at 
2:00 PM at the PRA Conference Room, ath Floor, Legaspi Towers 
200, Paseo de Roxas, Makati Ciy. 


Required pre-qualification documents and duly accomplished Bid 
Documents prescribed in the Terms of Reference shall be submitted 
to the PRA Real Estates Bids and Awards Committee (PREBAC) on 
January 25, 2006 on or before 1:00 PM. Public opening of bids shall 


Tre SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM wi hold а Pre Conterence open іо эй interested 


follow at 1:30 PM of the same day. кылты oon "2nd Fioor, SSS Bacolod ELECTRICIAN 
Ds tv eee ee ا‎ pes o ecir 
Ft mes DE EE C pi гары 
Sema] and 61S 7108 (ctr See reum men sanum e PUMPMAN 
nets wan S Gary GH e me 
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оронсо C. rasu LAIT RE p IT FITTER 


[UT TEILT Te SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM reserves та ngri 1o accept пера any Bi, 1o and me 


react st Bs s any tni pre to cobras! award, wehout nero (Salary - USS 1,737 per month) 


` AMOSUP BENEFITS + COMPANY BONUSES 
Your career advancement is assured!! 
Full Filipino Crew! 
REPORT TO: 


OSG SHIP MANAGEMENT MANILA, INC. 
Suite 1208 Ermita Center Bldg., 1350 Roxas Ві, Manila 
TEL. NOS. 536-3496 / 536-2150 
POEA License No. 001-SB-042005-UL, 
is ad ts approved by POEA” 
og-ingat sa mpa legal recruiters” 
Ne Fees 1 be collected! 
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More workers put up 
own business in 2005 c eem 


EMPLOYMENT IN 2005 WAS culled fromtheOctober2005Labor | Lem. 
marked with the rise in self- Force Survey (LFS) of the National 
employment as more workers Sudsia Ofer (NSO) showed thar 
started their own business the number of self-employed В 
۳ 12.9 percent from 3.7 million in Lacambra said that the beneficiaries 
enterprises last year, the workers grew by 515,000 or 44 - 
Deus apes Gf Labor а om 11-06 milion za 20007 e me 
Employment (DOLE) today said. October 2004 to 12.2 million inthe а year Ея 
A report of the Bureau of same period in 2005. experienced a recovery last year, economically empower, workers, 
Бн Emmen ева тыын 
Statistics (BLES) to Labor and four times the increase in the i = Ax 
урана. number of wage and salaried (Cagayan ундеу) reccvedatnulof uia Ros nM RC PUE ai 
Sto. Tomas revealed that workers which rose only by 0.9 рК a ecc Bere E iene 2 REGE MEE PROCEDE: 
ployment creation by clas of percent hom 16.4 milion in 2004 E DOLES PRESEED (Promotion of mushroom, саки ми расман 


(S94) ATTY. MA. ELENA M. LOCSIN 
‘BAC: Charpeacn 


а |. Rural Employment through Self- bio-organic fertilizer production, 
workers in October 2005 was 01655 millon lt 200, Employment and Entrepeneurship cua cake manufacturing, pel 24-HR HOTLINES 
account or self-employed workers. of worker, however, occurred Development) program. processing, fish processing, and 


төртү кл» EE ELAS onguak molly wore at (езе Пса Nass. nive calor mln 


722-1144 • 722-1155 


People 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Events Products 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 10, 2006 


Email: pr. pep(Ginquirer.com.ph 
‘aespinosa@inquirer.com.ph 


TDG reaffirms partnership 
with GlobeSolutions 


SEVERAL MEMBER COMPANIES OF 
the Asia-based conglomerate Transna- 
tional Diversified Group (TDG) have 
recently reaffirmed their partnership 
with leading business communication 
solutions providers GlobeSolutions 
and GlobeQUEST. 

Some of the companies currently 
availing of GlobeSolutions and Globe- 
QUEST services include Easycall, 
Asiana Philippines, МУК FilJapan, E- 
Performax Contact Centers, NYK Logis- 
tics, TDG Logistics, NCT ‘Transnational 
Corporation, Yusen Air Services, and 
Adventure Tours and Travel. The part- 
nership is intended to provide these 
companies with a comprehensive 
package of wireless and wireline com- 
munication services that can efficiently 
meet various business needs. 

Globe Telecom enterprise business 
group head Gil B. Genio lauded the 
continuing partnership with TDG as an 
example of the many ways by which 
mobile technology can serve as an ef- 
fective business tool. "We firmly be- 
lieve in the power of telecommunica- 


GLOBE head of enterprise business Gil Genio, head of cor- 
porate business Dan David (ast row, sixth and seventh from 
left), GlobeQUEST head of sales Aries Sayson and GlobeSo- 


2,000 MORE WAYS TO PAY PSBANK LOANS 


"ELS 


PSBank has provided the customer. 
with another fast and convenient 
means of paying loans through 
PSBank, Metrobank and BancNet 
automated teller machines (АТМ) 
nationwide. Consumer loan prod- 
ucts which can be paid through 
ATMs include PSBank Autoloan, 
PSBank Flexiloan, PSBank Con- 
struction Loan, PSBank Home 
Credit Line, PSBank Home Rate 
Protect, PSBank Money Card and 
PSBank SME Business Credit Line. 
Now PSBank loan clients can pay 
among 2,000 PSBank, Metrobank 
and BancNet ATMs. To top it all, 
they can even pay outside banking 
hours and even on weekends. 


NBS ISKULAKBAY WINNERS DRIVE WITH JAZZ 


Six lucky individuals drove away with 
brand-new Honda Jazz as National 
Book Store awarded the winners of 
the Back-to-School Iskulakbay Raffle 
Promo. The winners, Razzel Arce 
Hartatik Liem, Geohari Hamoy, Mar- 
garita Grande, Precious Ann Sosa and 
Kevin Rey Perales, were drawn trom 


tions to empower many businesses," 
he said. “It is important for dynamic 
companies in highly competitive in- 
dustries, ike those under the TDG um- 
brella, to harness the power of technol- 
ogy and use it to boost their business 
performance." 

‘At a product roadshow attended by 
representatives of several TDG compa- 
nies, GlobeSolutions and data services 
provider GlobeQUEST (the corporate 
services arm of Globe subsidiary In- 
nove Communications) presented 
their latest line-up of services. These 
include messaging solutions like 
TxtConnect and TxtHotline, enterprise 
mobility solutions such as BlackBerry, 
‘Tracker CE and Visibility, internet data 
center networks and unified messag- 
ing systems. 

Among those present at the event 
were Asiana Philippines general man- 
ager Hyun Il Kim; Gil Galang, IT head 
for TDG' Logistics Group; Ton Tiu, se- 
nior projects manager for E-Performax 
Contact Centers; Ferdinand Abano, VP 
for IT at E-Performax Contact Centers; 
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Ed Abalos of Transnational E Business; 
Melissa Balatbat of МУК Logistics; 
Julius Lansang of МУК Fil Ship; and 
Tess Decena of МУК Fil Japan. They 
were welcomed by the GlobeSolutions 
team headed by Dan S. David (head of 
corporate wireless business), Maridol 
D. Ylanan (head of sales) and Paolo С. 
Lopez (head of VAS), along with 
GlobeQUEST sales head Aries Sayson. 
TDG has over 30 member compa- 
mies that are key players in diverse 
fields including logistics, airlines and 
travel services, information and com- 
munications technology, securities and 
investments, real estate, international 
‘management, and man- 
ing. It currently employs 
about 2,000 land-based employees 
and deploys around 7,000 seafarers 
and shipping crew worldwide. 
GlobeSolutions provides efficient 
and costeffective solutions for your 
companys business communication 
needs. For inquiries, call the GlobeSo- 
lutions hotline at 730-1999 or email 
globesolutions@globetel.com.ph. 
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lutions head of sales Maridol Ylanan (front row, second and 
third from left) with representatives from Globe and their 
partners from the TDG group of companies. 
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DLSU SIGNS UP FOR UCPB'S ELECTRONIC BANKING SERVICES 


De La Salle University (DLSU) has partnered with 
UCPB to provide more convenient service to stu- 
dents and parents and raise more funds for schol- 
arships. UCPB's Online Transaction Viewing facility 
will provide DLSU with an electronic facility to 
‘make enrollment more convenient for students 
and parents via UCPB branches and ATMs. On the. 
other hand, UCPB's Paymate Collection facility for 
alumni will serve as a medium for electronic dona- 
tion for scholarships. Shown signing the memo- 
randa of agreement are (seated from left): DLSU 


vice president for academics and research Dr. 
Julius Maridable, DLSU executive vice president 
Dr. Carmelita Quebengco, UCPB president and 
chief executive officer Jose Querubin, and UCPB 
senior executive vice president and chief operating 
officer Antonio Cailao. Witnessing the signing are 
{standing from left): DLSU controller Francisco De 
La Cruz Jr., DLSU assistant vice president for aca- 
demic services Agnes Yuhico, UCPB executive 
vice president Evangelina Samonte and UCPB se- 
nior vice president Sebastian Santiago lll. 


Probiotics for festive 
indulgence without the guilt 


GRAZING ON PARTY FOOD IS 50 EASY AND, 
well, you can always sort it out with your New 
Year resolutions, but the next morning you re- 
gret it as you feel bloated and sluggish. So what 
canyoudo? 

Ifyou are prone to digestive upset, a course 
of Probiotics started before the holiday season 
could goa long way towards helping. Probiotics 
is the collective term for friendly bacteria that 
inhabit our digestive tract, from top to bottom. 
They do many important jobs in our body. 
These beneficial bacteria will help to normalize 
bacterial colonies in the large bowel and reduce 
gas and bloating. A good Probiotics supplement 
will include prebiotics, such as FOS (fructo- 
oligosaccharide) which acts as food for the ben- 
eficial bacteria and helps them to get estab- 
lished more quickly. Lactobacilli and Bifido Pro- 
biotics combination in microencapsulated form 
are best used, because oftheir stability, meaning 
that what's stated on the label is what you end 
up taking (instead of the bacteria deteriorating 
as many bacterial supplements do). Lactobacil- 
lus acidophilus also, has а good track record 
against the ‘ulcer bug? Helicobacter pylori and 
can help reduce damaged gut lining thus pro- 
tecting against ulceration, 


‚ Aktivade joins 2005 Annual $255 
Fitness Convention 


А new multi-strain Probiotics developed 
from England was recently introduced. Protex- 
in Natural Care, is an advanced microencapsu- 
lated Probiotics formulation developed for bet- 
ter stability and consistent efficacy. 

We should be taking Protexin during or after 
our meals because Probiotics produce basic en- 
zymes that are naturally present and they help 
digest up to 90 percent of the food eaten and 
aging slows down the digestive power of our 
body, but Probiotics can return that power to 
normal. 

Finally, halitosis (bad breath) is a common 
complaint that accompanies digestive prob- 
lems. Did you know that taking Probiotics can 
help eliminate halitosis due to digestive prob- 
lems? With regular intake of Protexin, there is 
по need to avoid that kiss after the holidays. 

One thing that really helps a hangover (apart 
from abstinence) is a tablet of Protexin Probi- 
otics - before, during or after drinking before 
you to go to bed. Most of the side effects of extra. 
alcohol are actually the effects of dehydration: 
dry mouth, thirst, crashing headache. 

For more information on Protexin, contact 
tel. nos. 02-8099848 or mobile 0922-888-2600 
or visit the website, www prebiotech.net. 


PHYSICAL FITNESS IS A KEY EL- 
ement to development, it allows 
individuals to attain their goals 
and enjoy life to the fullest. 

Aktivade, the fast growing fa- 
vorite thirst quencher of ath- 
letes and people on the go, is a 
dedicated advocate of physical 
fitness. One way of showing its 
commitment is by sponsoring 
the recently concluded Annual 
Fitness Convention at the AFP 
New Officers Club, Fort Bonifa- 
cio in Taguig City. 

‘Around 300 to 500 athletes, 
fitness enthusiasts, coaches, 
athletic trainers, PE teachers, 
group exercise instructors, per- 
sonal trainers, physical thera- 
pists, nutritionists and fitness 
business managers and owners 
from all over the country partici- 
pated in this timely event. 

‘The event was designed to 
spread the good news of health 
and fitness through education. 
Italso served as a great opportu- 
nity for Filipinos to acquaint 
themselves with the latest fit- 
ness programs of other coun- 


Metro Manila, Luzon and Visayas- 
‘Mindanao areas. The winners were al- 
зо given P25,000 worth of National 
Book Store gift certificates which they 
donated to their favorite schools. 
Shown are the NBS promo winners 
(from let): Margarita Grande, Pre- 


tries. Seminars and workshops 


were conducted during the two- 
day convention wherein local 
and international fitness experts 
shared their expert views and 
opinions regarding physical fit- 
ness. 

Exercising and engagement in 
sports are recommended ways 
of attaining physical fitness and 
Aktivade makes a dependable 
fitness buddy. Aktivade helps in 
keeping people physically and 
physiologically fit with its ideal 
balance of electrolytes, carbohy- 
drates, and vitamin C. It is the 
ideal drink as it aids in quickly 
restoring lost fluid, minerals 
and energy to prevent dehydra- 
tion. 

The Annual Fitness Conven- 
tion is the brainchild of the Asso- 
ciation of Fitness Professionals 
of the Philippines, a non-stock, 
non-profit association that is 
now on its 15th year of commit- 
ment to the cause of profession- 
alizing and uplifting the stan- 
dards of the fitness industry in 
the country. For more details 
about Aktivade Thirst Quencher, 
check out wwwaktivade.com. 


Fitness First Fairview soon to open 


FITNESS FIRST, THE NO. 1 
global Fimess Company wil 


open its twelfth club in the Philip- 


clous Ann Sosa, Kevin Rey Perales, 


over a million raffle entries from Razzel Arceo and Hartatik Liem. 


New course on video at MFI 
MERALCO FOUNDATION INSTITUTE (MFI) HAS STARTED ACCEPTING 
applicants/enrollees for the Home Video Editing Course where stu- 
dents will learn how to transfer from tapes to VCDs/DVDs; how to trim, 
cut part of video; enhance video color, create slow motions or strobe 
effects, and rearrange scenes from the video clips. Other advantages 
include: how to adjust audio volume, provide voice-over, insert favorite 
music or mp3 with ease, insert background sound or music, insert 
captions or titles, put menu chapters, create a potential business in a 
matter of weeks. Anyone can enroll. if you are a computer user, loves. 
to shoot videos or still photos, a video enthusiast or just a beginner, a 
potential business entrepreneur, etc. The course requires 20 hours of 
Intense hands-on training. Schedules for public run encounter: every 
Saturdays at 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.; every Monday to Thursday at 5:30 p.m. 
to 8:30 p.m. Customized schedules for 6 or more participants can also 
be accommodated. For more information, ask for Mavic or Jen of the 
Development Department at 632-0756 to 67; or visit Meralco Founda- 
tlon institute at MFI Bldg. on Ortigas Ave. In Pasig. 


pines. The new club will be locat- 
ed at SM City Fairview and is et to 
invigorate the fitness scene this 
side of the Metropolis this 2006. 

Fitness First offers to every- 
one, no matter what his or her 
size, shape and ability, the oppor- 
tunity to improve his or her level 
of fitness and have fun -all at an 
affordable price. 

Upon entering any Fitness 
First club, members notice the 
difference. The surroundings are 
comfortable and friendly with 
like-minded individuals striving 
to reach their own personal 
goals, knowing that they are not. 
in competition with anyone but 
themselves, 

Fitness First provides the best 
facilities, from the cardio the- 


atre, to the group exercise stu- 
dios, to the latest strength train 
ing, core and cardio equipment, 
even with the luxurious sauna 
and steam, there is no question 
that they are far ahead of compe- 
tition. 

The club also offers a Passport 
membership which allows access 
to more than 400 clubs in Asia 
and Europe. 

Pioneer membership for Fit- 
ness First Fairview are now avail- 
able, call 848-80000 today for in- 
quires and reservations. You can 
also check out the website at 
wwwéitnessfirst.com.ph for 
more information on its clubs in 
Alabang, Greenhills, ABS-CBN, 
Fort Bonifacio, RSC-Makati, 
Eastwood City, Robinsons Metro 
East, Ayala Center Cebu, Ortigas, 
Manila and Fitness First Plus at 
RCBC Plaza, 


HOLIDAY FUN WITH MINISTOP'S MINNI AND TOPPER 


Ministop mascots Minni and Topper re- 
cently treated kids from the GMA Kapu- 
so Foundation to an afternoon of tun 
and merriment through a Christmas. 
bash held at the Party Room of Dream- 
scape in Robinson's Galleria. The event, 
which was especially held for children 
from impoverished families in Bulacan, 


featured a storytelling session by Rod 
Hebres of the Children's Library, deli- 
cious Ministop snacks, party games. 
and gifts. Dressed up аз Minislops 
‘crew, Minni and Topper entertained the. 
Kids in the manner that all regular Min- 
istop personnel are trained: accommo- 
dating, friendly and service-oriented. 


Duty Free launches 


Segue Boutique 


DUTY FREE PHILIPPINES RE- 
cently launched Segue Boutique at 
its Fiestamall 2nd Floor Store. 


рун 
mw " ^" 


Segue shops address a wide target. 
of consumers and the products 
alm at satisfying the needs of a 
clientele, mainly females between 
15and 40 years old. Segue fulfills 
the requests and expectations of 
both a youthful public looking for 


ata contained price, and those of 
more demanding people who want 
goods with quality and image, and 


an essential but functional product 


a good price ratio. 


Brother ranks No. ! 


BROTHER INT'L PHILS, ONE OF 
the leading manufacturers of 
printers, multi function and other 
office equipment ranked No. 1 in 
the third quarter of this year for 
the Laser Multi Function Peripher- 
al category in the Philippines, ac- 
cording to the Asean IDC report. 
The industry data accounted that 
Brother Philippines increased by 
almost 17 percent from the previ- 
ous quarter. Morsover, the com- 
pany has been ranked the overall 
No, 1 in this category for all the 
Asean regions which includes 
Malaysia, Thalland, Indonesia, 
Singapore and Philippines mar- 
ket. Brother is continuously 
climbing atop because of its Inno- 


vative products, efficient service 
and their wide range of solutions 
for the customers different needs. 
For more inquirles please contact: 
Lalaine Mesina (marketing de- 
partment) Brothor Int'l (Phils) 
Corp 11/F Chatham House, VA. 
Rutino cor. Valero Sts. Макай 
City, lel. nos (632)845-1978 loc, 
350, fax no. 845.1979, e-mail 
www.brother.com.ph. 
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ІТ ALL STARTED IN 1996 WITH THE 
 Ab-Flex, that plastic spaceship look- 
alike that promised to give users a 
“flat, sexy stomach in just three min- 
utes a day" The “amazing” claim 
spurred Richard Cotton, then chief 
exercise physiologist of the American 
Council on Exercise (ACE), to com- 
mission the first scientific study on a 
fitness product sold on television. 
Exaggerated promises in infomer- 
cial convince consumers to buy the 
products, The Ab-Flex ad was so suc- 
cessful sales reached US$320 million. 
‘Six months after the ACE study was 
released, the Federal Trade Commis- 
sion penalized the maker of the prod- 
uct for making unsubstantiated claims. 
Since then, the nonprofit fitness 
advocacy organization has lived up to 
its role as "workout watchdog” by 
sponsoring university-based studies 
to determine whether infomercial 
products really live up to their claims. 
Here aré more of ACE's findings 
from its website. To see a full report, 
go to wwwacefitness.org. Click on 
"ACE Fit Facts,” then click on "re- 
search studies.” 


Ab-Flex System .. 

The claim: "The most effective 
stomach firming exercise product on 
the market today" 

‘The bottom line: Effective at iso- 
metrically recruiting ab muscles, but 
no more effective than using a large 
book or block of wood in a similar 
way. 

(1996, California State University, 
Long Beach) 


Aerobic Riders 

Cardio Glide, E-Force and Health 
Rider 

The claim: “A critical look at three 
popular aerobic riders and their rela- 
tive effectiveness.” 

The bottom line: Novice exercis- 
ers will get the most out of the aerobic 
riders, but consumers who are al- 
ready fit are better off working out on 


Stars go for 


CELEBRITIES VOW TO ADOPT A 
healthy lifestyle in 2006 and kick 
their bad habits. 

The monthly Mirror magazine, in 
its first issue for the year, reports on 
how celebrities plan to stay fit and 
healthy this year. 

Lucy Torres, for one, will follow а 
healthy low-fat, low-calorie diet de- 
spite the goodies she has to prepare 
when she entertains at home. 

Alessandra de Rossi, Angel Locsin 
and Iza Calzado have also resolved to 
pursue healthy lifestyles the whole 
year round. 

Meanwhile, the magazine reports 
ona treatment for asthma in Ukraine. 
Asthma is a common illness among 


NON-ALCOHOLIC beverages 
like these apple cider and organic 
red "wine" will help male 2006 
a healthier year. 


EXERCISE OF THE WEEK 
Pilates side leg lift series 2 


THIS PILATES-INSPIRED EXERCISE 
strengthens the obliques (muscles that 
crisscross the waist) as well as the hips 
and inner thigh muscles. 

Equipment 

Exercise mat 

Exercise technique 

1. Lie on your side with your legs to- 
gether in line with your hips and 
shoulders. 

2. Rest your head on your bent bot- 
tom arm and place your top hand in 
front of your chest on the mat with 
your palm flat and your fingertips fac- 


WELL AND 
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a treadmill. 
(1996, California State University, 
Northridge) 


Abdominal Trainers 

Ab Roller Plus, ABSculptor and AB- 
Works 

The claim: “Trim 4-6 inches off 
your frame” and get "the World's 
Greatest Abs.” 

The bottom line: None of the ab 
trainers were more effective—or as 
inexpensive—as the good old-fash- 
ioned crunch. 

(1997, California State University, 
Northridge) 


Aerobic Gliders 

Airofit and Fitness Flyer 

The claim: A full-body workout 
that's fun and effective, adaptable to 
all fitness levels and enjoyable 
enough to do every day. 

‘The bottom line: "May be less ef- 
fective than a quick walk or slow jog 
for most exercise enthusiasts.” 

(1997, California State University, 
Northridge) 


Elliptical trainers 

Ellipse, Health Rider, Elliptical Cross 
Trainer, Power Train and Cyclone 

The claim: "Burns five times more 
calories than a treadmill at 2.7 mph.” 
Power Train: “Burns 35 percent more 
calories than a treadmill or stationary 
bicycle.” 

The bottom line: Although ellipti- 
cal trainers provide a low-impact, ef- 
fective workout, both claims are inac- 
curate. 

(1998, University of Mississippi) 


ing your head. 

3. Exhale as you lift both legs. In- 
hale as you lower them to the mat. 

Performance tips 

1. Always contract your abdominal 
muscles first before you lift your legs 
to protect your lower back. 

2. Foot position: Point your feet as 
you lif the legs. Flex your feet as you 
bring the legs down. 

3. Avoid jerking. Move slowly with 
control as you lift and lower legs. 

4. Keep your shoulder and hip from 
rolling forward or backward as you lift 


your legs by contracting your abdomi- 
nal muscles and visualizing a glass of 
water on your shoulder and hip. 

5. Always lengthen and elongate 
your legs as you lift. 

6. Try to bring your knees and an- 
kles together. 

7. This is an advanced exercise. Do 
not attempt this if you have a history 
of lower back problems. Ask your doc- 
torfirst. 

Repetitions 

Do five to 10 repetitions on each 
side. 


truth about infomercial claims 


Time Works 

The claim: “Total-body fitness in 
just four minutes a day" and "lose 
pounds—minute for minute, burn 
nearly three times the calories of a 
treadmill, rider or strider!” 

The bottom line: The Time Works’ 
claims are false and misleading. 

(1999, Appalachian State University) 


Tanita Body Fat Scale 
The claim: A quick and easy way 
to measure body-fat percentage at 


The bottom line: Its difficult to 
achieve an accurate reading every 
time and its nearly impossible for the 
very lean or obese to get accurate 
readings. 

(1999, Johns Hopkins University 
School of Medicine) 


Electrical Muscle 
Stimulation (EMS) 

‘Ab Energizer, AbTronic, Fast Abs 

The claim: Get “rock-solid abs” 
and firmer thighs and buttocks—all 
without breaking a sweat. 

The bottom line: Home-based 
EMS units are ineffective, time-con- 
suming and—at times—even painful. 

(2000, University of Wisconsin, La 
Crosse) 


AB-DOer 

The claim: "Lose at least two inch- 
ез from your waist in just 10 days or 
your money back.” 

The bottom line: AB-DOer pro- 
vides a low-intensity workout and 
does not live up to its claims. 

(2001, California State University, 
Northridge) 


Note: The Basic Fitness Instructor 
Course of the Association of Fitness 
Professionals of the Philippines begins 
Jan. 14. Call Joy at 9202762 or 0917- 
5181202. 


Visit www.tinajuanfiness.info 


healthy living in 2006 


Filipino families and attacks are often 
treated with a nebulizer. 

In Solotvino, Ukraine, a treatment 
has proven effective in healing lung 
ailments but it can be found 300 me- 
ters below ground. 

The Ukrainian allergological hos- 
pital (an institution specializing in al- 
lergies) practices speleotherapy, the 
use of the microclimates of under- 
ground places like mines or caves, to 
treat lung ailment. 

Mirror explores this treatment, cit- 
ing the experiences of some who have 
tried the therapy and attest to its ef- 
fectiveness. 

In this issue, leam more about 
troubled supermodel Kate Moss who 


is back at work after checking out of a 
drug rehabilitation program in Octo- 
ber. Mirror tells how she rose to fame, 
became an icon and almost lost her 
job after being photographed al- 
legedly sniffing cocaine 

‘On the cover of the December-Jan- 
чагу issue is one of the country's most 
talented young actresses, Nancy Cas- 
tiglione. The Filipino-Canadian tells 
of her journey of self-discovery and 
how much she enjoys her stay in the 
Philippines. 

Mirror is published by the Philip- 
pine Graphic Publications Inc., which 
also publishes the Philippine Graphic 
Newsweekly Magazine and Cook, the 
Culinary Lifestyle Magazine. 


& Healthful toast to good life 


HEALTHY — OPTIONS, — THE 
natural products store, marks its 
10th anniversary by offering premi- 
um organic wines from boutique 
wineries in France, Кају, Spain, 
Chile, Argentina, and South Africa. 

‘The wines are suitable for any 
get-togethers and celebrations 
throughout the year. 

‘Toasts can be offered with two of 
Healthy Options’ non-alcoholic bever- 
ages, The Knudsen Sparkling Organic 
Apple Cider has the clean taste of ripe 
apples. The Amé Radiant Red Non-Al- 
coholic Wine has the goodness and fia- 
vor of a bright red without the alcohol. 
The sparkling frui drink has a unique 
blend of exotic eastern herbal extracts 
such as Schisandra, Jasmine, Gentian 
and Limeflower. 


Healthy Options is offering special 
single bottle or twin pack gift boxes for 
its organic wines. Twin pack boxes are 
available for any two choices from Or- 
ganic Vinmers Bianco, Organic Vint- 
ners Chardonnay, Organic Vintners 
Rosso and Organic Vintners Rouge. 

Healthy Options stores are at Level I 
of Shangri-La Plaza Mall, Mandaluy- 
ong City; Rustan's Supermarket, 
Makati City; level 2 of Festival Su- 
permall, Filinvest, Alabang; ground 
level of Ayala Center, Cebu City, lower 
ground floor of SM City, North Edsa; 
level 2 of SM City, Manila; Greenbelt, 
Ayala Center, Makati City; at level 2 of 
SM Megamall В, Edsa, Mandaluyong 
City and SM Pampanga. 


Visit www. healthyoptions.com.ph 


We deliver anywhere in the Philippines! 


USA Vitamin Sal 


*GlutaBioC Skin Whitener. 1.200mg: P50. 
*Silymarin: P9. ‘Natural Vitamin E: P6. 
«Grapeseed Oil Ext, 1 tr (1000gels equiv.}: P600. 
“Mangosteen. 500mg: P9. "Spirulina. 00те: PS, 
‘Alpha Li Acid. 100mg: P13. -DHEA: P7. 
“Skin Whitening Cream: P1.200. “Melatonin: P6. 
«Whey Protein. 21: P1.600.+: 6185: P3.100. 
“Glucosamine. 1.500mg: P10. -Fat Blocker: P8. 
Also available: Ginkgo. Policosanol, Green 
Tea, Probiotics, Hyaluronic Acid, Acai. etc. 


Ste 715 CityLand MegaPlaza. Ortigas Center 
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AN AMAZINGLY STYLISH CAMERA AT SURPRISINGLY GREAT VALUE. 


The sleek and stunning 5 megapixel Kodak EasyShare V series digital camera is 
breathtakingly spectacular inside and out. Powered by the exclusive Kodak Color 
Science chip and equipped with the Schneider-Krueznach C-Variogon lens with 
3xoptical and 4x digital zoom, true-to-life colors are captured in pictures and high- 
quality MPEG4 video. And best ofall, you get the best of Kodak design and digital 
technology at great value. Now beauty comes at a more affordable price. 


Kodak EasyShare 


digital camera 


Avaliable in red, siver, black and pink. 


аала тач ааа ора FRSA 


FREE 128 MB Kodak SD Card and Camera Case. 
Inquire about 0% interest on 6 months payment scheme in participating stores. 


‘Available at the following outlets and other pariicipaling stores: Kodak Express SM Depariment Stores 
* Kameraworid * Island Photo * Colours-Cebu * Camerahaus * Complink and E-hub * Villman * 
Sih Avenue + Compex + Ambassador Appliances + Avant + Silcon Valley + Octagon + Automatic Center 
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Feb. 18): Parents must 
be careful with children. 
today. Keep an eye on 


them. Unusual, creative 
ideas will occur, Sur- чоок 
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BUTCH Bonsol of What’s MMPI president and CEO 
Onand Expat Sari Yap 


FORT Ilocandia Hotel's PR. 


GSIS' Eric Zerrudo and Irene 
director, Arlene de Guzman PILAR Franco 


ANNA Ventura Remigio Marcos Araneta 


DINKY Co 


We could have danced all night 


6 A.M., WE WERE ON OUR 
way to the north, after collect- 
ing my favorite pepperoni, 

Pepper Teehankee, in his flat, We 
drove eight awesome hours to Laoag 
in the van that business magnate 
Ernie Villavicencio so graciously lent 
us. Our hostess, Liza A.M., provided 
pillows, comforters, sandwiches and 
drinks for the trip. 

‘We stopped for an afternoon snack 
at the gorgeous old-new house of Vi- 
gan's good-looking popular business- 
‘man and art collector, Bonito Singson, 
who made sure we 
tried Vigan’s popular, 


yummyempanadaand WITHOUT + 


ukoy that Pepper and 
moi attacked like pi. BATTING 


mahas. AN EYELASH 


In Laoag; our host- 
ess, Liza A.M., met us 
and made sure we 
were real comfy in our 


historian and author Ricky Jose. 

We were served refreshing duhat 
wine and the renowned Ilocano "cor- 
nick,” as friends of the museum wel- 
comed us. Tables were beautifully 
adorned with a centerpiece of bamboo 
‘on mountain rice, with an atang on 
top. Guests were delighted by native 
gift bags with a copy of Lifestyle Asia 
magazine. 

Dedicated lady of culture, cyber 
smart Museo Ilocos Norte head 
Araceli Drake, opened this опсе-а- 
year must-go-to affair Before you 

could bat an eye- 

lash, Ilocos Norte's 

tres popular gover- 

nor, Ferdinand 

Ve “Bongbong” Mar- 
cos Jr, was wel- 

coming the guests 
with a short, super 
eloquent speech, 
underscoring the 


breezy rooms, withthe photos by Alex Van Hagen “sence, б те 


pool and the beach in using Kodak EasyShare 


front. 

By 7 pm, it was 
time for the Governor's Ball, dahlings, 
at the grand Sierra Madre Ballroom of 
the Fort Ilocandia Resort, palanggas. 

Hotshot invitees including Cosmo 
Manilles chic diplomatic corps, tres 
prominent familles of Ilocos, and close 
pals walked on the red carpet for the 
yearly Gameng Museo Ilocos Norte 
Benefit Dinter, lavishly garbed in Abel 
Toco. 

We made our way through the 
Spanish-Moroccan-inspired hall with 
dazzling candeliers and filled with 
eye-catching flowers, dahlings. 

Having a fab time were Madame 
Imelda Romualdez Marcos; el sim- 
patico Spanish Ambassador Ignacio 
Sagaz and his wife; everyone’s palang- 
ga, southem beauty Aurora Lapus; 
former Belgian Ambassador Christian 
Tanghe and wife Gul; new Italian Am- 
bassador Rubens Fidele; Ilocos 
Моле popular vice governor, Windell 
Chua; Tocos Norte provincial board 
member Michael Marcos Keon; Paoay 
Mayor Bobby Clemente; young 
Batangas provincial board member, 
cool, good-looking Mark Leviste; 
Mike Luis and wife Mary Ann; fun 
couple Golden Ocampo and wife Ber- 
пісе Romualdez; Pilar Franco and 
Esther Bonoan; the Chua clan of Bat- 
ac; the man, Bonito Singson of Plaza 
Maestro Commercial Complex; popu- 
lar ‘eligible bachelor Alfredo Roca of 
Punta Fuego, with German Garcia, 
mega architect and interior designer 
‘Anton Mendoza; model and VJ Mark 
San Diego; Pepper Teehankee; тоб 
Government Service Insurance System 
vice president Eric Zerrudo; famed 


evenings celebra- 
tion. 

"Ns you wine, 
dine and enjoy the food and the drinks 
this evening,” said the governor, “think 
that you are not only having a rather 
fancy dinner, but also that you are 
helping us celebrate the traditions, the 
culture and the history of locos 
Norte.” 

Dinner was a gastronomic delight 
starting with the famous, sweetish Pa- 
suquin bread; biscocho served with Su- 
perior Soup with Shrimp Dumpling; 
and bokchoy, Followed by Lumpia with 
Jimaca and Carrots. The Tangigue 
Cheviche salad was a visual treat and a 
preparation for the sumptuous main 
course, Roast Pork with Garlic Rose- 
mary and San Nicolas Molasses. 
Desserts were Buko Pandan with Co- 
conut Cream, and Mango Compote 
with Chocolate Sauce. Salabat and 
tanglad tea, and Adam's Arabica Blend 
were served, palanggas. Everything 
was painstakingly tasted a week before 
the ball by civic-oriented lady of style, 
Irene Marcos Araneta. 

Ilocos Norte's beautiful first couple, 
Gov. Bongbong Marcos, and wife, bril- 
liant lawyer and mega organizer of 
events, Liza A.M., opened the dance. 
‘They were later joined by Imelda Mar- 
cos, in an exquisite green terno, and 
other hotshots and ambassadors, 

The benefit dinner was organized by 
the Gameng Foundation Ine. in cooper- 
ation with hotshots from Lifestyle Asia 
and Asian Living. They did a great job 
of organizing this smashingly success- 
ful event. Special thanks to Fort Ilocan- 
dia Resort, Currimao Green Nipa Re- 
sort Corp., Pagcor, Plaza Maestro, Fly- 
ing V Gas Station, Gov. and Ms Ferdi- 


‘om 


ing Pajaro, Kim Mendoza, CORINNA Kalaw and Marie 


‘Addie Mendoza and Ritsuko Kikushi 


xu 


Schnabel with their purchases. 


№. 


OPENING the dance 
were locos Norte's 
first couple, Gov. 
Bongbong and Liza 
(nee Araneta) 
Marcos, 


VIGAN'S hotshot, 
popular Bonito 
Singson, with 
Michael Keon 


mand В. Marcos Jr. (natch!), Mariano 
V. Marcos Il, Irene Marcos Araneta, 
friends of the museum and Madame 
Imelda M, but who else, dahlings? 


Potters 

Mega talented potters Pete Cortes 
and Pablo Capati gave us art lovers 
and collectors a new look at an ancient 
art during their fantastic joint exhibit, 
“A Potters's View,” at the one-of-a-kind 
upscale furniture and interiors bou- 
tique, Borders, famed for its tres exclu- 
sive lifestyle collection, palanggas. 

Apres cocktails, a slide show gave an 
overview of the pottery process which, 
in this day of high-tech mass produc- 
tion, is increasingly becoming an "ar- 
cane art and craft." 

Pete C., a graduate of interior design 
of the University of Santo Tomas and 
the Philippine School of Interior De- 
sign, was a successful furniture design 
er in the United States, Indonesia and 
the Philippines when he took up pot- 
tery-making five years ago at the Pet- 
tyjohn-Mendoza Pottery School, 
where he now teaches. 

Pete says, “Clay is the medium 
which the artist in me has been looking 
for. Ihave found my journey.” 

Pablo Capati studied pottery in 
Japan for three of the 10 years he lived 
there with his father. He went to the 
‘University of Southern California, LA, 
then back to Japan before returning to 
the Phil 

‘With the help of Jon and Tessy Pet- 
tyjohn, he built the kiln of his dreams 
and, by 2004, was firing “properly” his 
creations. 

‘With the enthusiastic reception ће 
potters got from invitees and clients, 
art lover Alice Cruz, Borders’ owner 
and manager, plans to feature other 


NEDY Tantoco, Gul Tanghe, Madame Imelda Romualdez Marcos and 


‘Aurora Lapuz Sagaz 


MICHAEL Luis and eye-catching 
Mary Ann Yasay-Luis 


What is Virgin Coconut Oil? 


Айа has been witten and discussed about virgin coconut oil eset ant 
its many heal benefits Virgin Сосони Cil or VCO is defined as ait 
tied from the ea, mature kemel of the cocomt by mechanical ar 
паша! means, wilh or without the use of leat, without undergoing 
comical refining Weaching or deodorizing; it dass not lead to the 
tration of the nae ofthe oll. Several processes ave been developed 
and used locally to ели the ой and there ix no marker ro distinguish 
‘oe process rom о the АЙ have the samne Faty acid composition, Ax 
stated by one hs ii, "naar coconut cil is healthy but virgin 
coconut ой is even healthier", As to the composition o thes oil, it is 
predominantly made up of mediun chain situated fy acids (aure 
scd, eure acl eaprylie se) and only very low percentage (296 of 
уламай funy acids, есине of this, coconut ой is stable and 
‘resistant охййийоп and therefore docs not release free radicals which 
ме hrf, And Beene ji naturally 92% saturate i dous not need 
hydrogenation and so doen not have trans fy acids which unes gh 
{ofl cholesterol, LDL and low HOL. 2 

“There re several types of VCO being sod in e market: 

1) Cold processed ой - which is led tø be "exa vino and is 
алиа om бе coconut within 24 hot 

зу Hes process ой = te tradiional proces which heats the coconut 
milk to separate water und oll. 

Oller types include those etree om desicented coom and oven the 
se of enzymes, However, these ae not ns high qui as he first to. 
“Audet couse bore are thase hat are outright fakes suchas enced and 
doe. cooking oil or small amount of coconut oll mixed with 
mineral ll hove should be avoided, 


artists/potters in the coming months, 
dahlings. 

Borders, at 2291 Pasong Tamo Ex- 
tension, Makati (tel. 8932905, 
8932908), is open 10 am.-6 p.m., 
Monday-Saturday, palanggas. 


MEDICard's Medical Director, Dr еу Montoya amers questions п health dirongh the 
adstance and expertise of MEDI Card' network of accredited specialy, Wite to Dis Nicky 
чнай kim at inquiry medicaniphis com far your luquires от heal matters 
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POTTERS Pablo Capati and Pete Cortes, with Border's sales manager Liane 
Bautista and owner Alice Cruz 
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Four-team badminton tourney ends 


THE GREEN TEAM WAS DE- 
clared champion in the first Beroc- 
'ca Inter-color Badminton Tourna- 
‘ment at the Manila Polo Club. 

Four teams competed in the 
tournament. 

Berocca Performance kept the 
competitors in top shape with its 
combination of B and C vitamins 
plus other essential minerals, spe- 
cially formulated for optimal per- 
formance at work and at play. A 
tablet of Berocca in a glass of cold 
water helps keep people mentally 
and physically fit and optimizes en- 
ergy and mental process through- 
out the day. 

Green team consisted of Vincent. 
Lim, vice president for finance, Sol- 
id Group Ine; Amanda Carpo; 
Lawrence Lesaca; Henry and 
Nicole Mortis; Benson Siao; Mariel 
Tiangco; Linda Yap, wife of Wilson 
Yapkianwee, president of Crown 
Jewel; Marvin Lim; Anil Sehwani, 
vice president of Sehwani Hotel; 
Leica Carpo; Ravi Sehwani, vice 
president of ITSP Intemational, 
nc; Marco Bermejo; Alex Carpo; 
"Thomas Owen; Jess Rerez; Hernan 
Lim, president of HOC PO Feeds 


Corporation; and John Campos, 
owner of La Paz Realty. 

Second-placer Yellow Team was 
composed of Raymond Rodrigo; 
Jan Campos; Mark Puyat, chief fi- 
nancial officer, KKC Inc; David 
Lim, president, Destiny Inc; Alex 
Tiu, manager, Amorsolo Mansion; 
Rina Samson, treasurer, Samson's 
Enterprises; Monica Yupangco; 
businessman Ted Jimenez of Daal- 
co Inc/Vicaros Realty; Juanmi 
Laurel, president, Mini Ventures, 
Jocelyn Nicdao, wife of Ruperto 
Nicdao, president, Manila Broad- 
casting Company; Gina Campos, 
wife of Jan Antonio Campos, vice 
president, Cenel Development 
Corp; Matthew Lim; Miguel David; 
Marga Camara; Isabelle Nicdao; 
Frank Cruz, director, Southern 
Gross Distribution, Inc; Sarah 
‘Cheng; and Martin Araneta. 

Black Team placed third. It con- 
sisted of Martin Fernandez, vice 
president, Alcatel Philippines; 
Joseph Tan; Gil Coscolluela, head 
designer of WV Coscolluela & As- 
sociates Architects; Gene Lamb; 
James Roman; Inday Mallari; Car- 
ol Francisco, proprietress Poblete 


RICKY Davao, Berocca's Debbie Go, Daisy Gutierrez, Glydel Mercado and Tonton Gutierrez 


Realty & Development Corp.; 
Cheska Bermejo; Jet Suarez; Alvin 
and Becky Co; Prem Jiandani, son 
of Gobindram Jiandani, own- 


(Part 2) 


"T will see it when I believe it.” 
—Wayne Dyer 


TIME AND. AGAIN, PSYCHO- 
therapists and life coaches have 
said it: Quit the negative program- 
ming and replace it 
‘with the positive. Eas- 
ier said than done. 

So, how does one 
begin? Countless 
seminars have been 
developed to over- 
come obstacles 
largely created by 
the mind with the 
objective of master- 
ingthe self. 

Mind coach Cor- 
nelius Pols, in a one- 
hour session at the 
serene amphitheater of the Farm 
Medical Spa in San Benito, said 
human beings are naturally self- 
reflective, therefore, we are al- 
ways thinking whether some- 
thing will be self-uplifüng or self- 
defeating. 


Self-destruct 

A built-in mechanism inside of 
us all automatically goes on self- 
destruct each time we go 
through an unpleasant experi- 
ence. Traumas, hurts, pains, fail- 
ures are played constantly, re- 
minding us to fear an actual re- 
enactment of the experience. 
"The past, if not seen in its proper 
perspective, will eventually color 
present and future experiences, 


= 


| INSIDE 
Ou 


Visualization techniques 

‘There are several effective and 
fun ways to by-pass this self-de- 
struct tendency. Try them and 
see how they can easily change 
your experience by giving you a 
new perspective and new feel- 
ing. 


Donald Duck 

Retrieve from your mind a sad 
ordisturbing experience. 

1. Now imagine that the per- 
son who caused you pain has 
changed his/her voice ro Donald 
Duck's while still saying the same 
hurtful things once said to you. 

2. Hold on to this visualization 
and store it in your mind as the 
new memory. 


In the movies 

1, Take a negative experience. 
Play it out in your mind. See the 
drama that once caused you 
pain—and still does each time 
you recall it. 

2. Now, set it to the musical 
scoring of your favorite 
movie—Star Wars, Superman, 
etc. 

3, Raise the volume of the mu- 
sie until it drowns the hurtful 
conversations, 

4, From now on, your bad 
memory will be set to music. And. 
all you will remember is the dra- 
matic melody drowning out all 
sorrows. 


Shattered glass 

1. Retrieve the painful memo- 
ry. Turn it into a picture, 

2. ‘Transfer it onto glass or a 
mirror. 

3. See it before you. 

4, Now allow it to break up in- 
to tiny pieces until it is no longer 


Cory Qu 


A new you 


there. 

5. Keep replacing the old hurts 
one after the other as fast as you 
can. 

6. Exhaust every trauma and 
obliterate it like small shattered 
splinters of glass. 


Master painting 

1. Choose a memory 
you want to erase from 
yourmind. 

2. Imagine all the 
details of this experi- 
ence. 

3. "Transfer it onto а 
canvass as though cap- 
turing it within a pic- 
ture frame. 

4. Have the hurt 
converted into a mas- 
ter painting by 
Michelangelo, Picasso, 

Amorsolo, ete. Soften the colors 
of your experience or express 
them loudly in bold shapes for 
you are the master painter. 

5. Know that the pain is now 
outside yourself and ean no 
longer hurt you. 


New you 

1. Picture yourself as you 
would like to be, say a year or 
two from today. 

2. Project onto your right side 
a few feet in front of you (if you 
are right-handed) on the left side 
Gfyou are left-handed). 

3. Ifthe image of your new self 
is acceptable to you, your in- 
stinets will confirm this. Like an 
audition, present before yourself 
several new versions of you. 

4, Take your time. You can have 
several versions. Perhaps you 
would like to look slimmer and 
younger, happier, more successful, 
etc. The choices are yours. 

5, Once you find the right new 
version of you, accept it as who 
you will become. 

6. Bach night before going to 
bed, recall the new image and af- 
firm to yourself "Yes, this is who 
Iwill be.” 


Breathing in the new 

1. Make it a daily habit to do 
slow deep-breathing exercise 
preferably first thing in the 
morning. 

2. Stand up, raise your arms 
toward the sky as you inhale, 

3. Hold your breath, 

4, Exhale slowly. 


Beauty brush-up 

1. Get a small towel, rub it 
against your skin for 5-7 min- 
utes. 

2. Use upward strokes from 
feet to neck. 

This will get your lymph 

moving to help circulation and 
detoxify your body. 


Postscript 

Newness begins in the mind, 
though it is fueled by the heart. 
Life offers so many possibilities to 
create and re-create, If you want 
to change your life as wise men 
say, begin by changing yourself, 

Love and light! 


Reference: Cornelius Pols, mind 
coach (call 0917-4205257; e- 
‘mail junpols@yahoo.com) 


E-mail the author at coryquiri- 


no_fy@yahoo.com 


1 WOULD LIKE TO DEVOTE THIS COLUMN 
to answering questions sent via e-mail and 
text by readers. 

The following questions are from Delia 
Roxas: 

1. "Is it true one can hardly sleep 
when someone is thinking of him/her? Is 
this some kind of mental telepathy? Do 
you have a simple procedure to follow to 
‘enhance one's telepathic powers?" 

Yes, thatis a case of telepathic communi: 
cation. Whether or not you are able to 
sleep depends on what the other person is 
thinking. In fact, you may even sleep and 
dream of the person thinking of you. 

There is a technique to enhance tele- 
pathic communication, but I teach this on- 
ly in my Basic ESP and Intuition Develop- 
ment seminar. If you are interested to 
know more about the training program, 
you may call my office at 8926806 or 
8107245. 

2. "How can a person avoid kulam or 
usog? Is there a simple way? Why are 
some people susceptible to this while 
others are not?” 

‘The word usog usually refers to small 
children or babies who get sick when greet- 
ed or touched by another person. And the 
usual remedy prescribed by local healers is 
for the person who caused the usog to ap- 
ply his/her saliva on the forehead of the 
child who usually gets well immediately. 

Tunderstand usog is caused by the ener- 
gy of the child being suddenly drained by 
another person unintentionally or uncon- 
sciously. The child's protective aura is still 
weak and thin and, therefore, more easily 
penetrated or punctured, 

Kulam is the Tagalog term for sorcery ог 
black magic, It is doing harm to another by 
some occult ritual or process, usually in- 


centennial monument 


THE UNIVERSITY OF THE 
Philippines College of Medicine 
(UPCM), the country’s premier 
medical’ education, marked 
centennial anniversary recently. 
"The event was dedicated to the 
colleges many graduates and the 
people running the institution, ac- 
cording to dean Dr. Cecilia Tomas, 
To mark the occasion, a Ceriten- 
nial Mass and Interfaith Prayer 


was held, followed by planting of years. 


WHITE BEAUTY PHILIPPINES 
Skin Center, the sole distributor 
of Met Tathione L-Glutathione Di- 
etary Supplement, recently 
opened its second branch, now 
called White Beauty Aesthetic 
Center, along West Ave., Quezon 
ity. Cory Quirino led the ribbon- 
cutting ceremony together with 
former beauty queens Evangeline 
Pascual and Daisy Reyes. 
Aesthetician Olai Ramos-Es- 
piritu, president of White Beau- 


ter. 


tology 


er/manager, GSSP Corp.; Patrick 
Jalasco, grandson of former Presi- 
dent Fidel V Ramos; Sam Singer; 
Eliza Constantino, 


the centennial tree, laying of time 
capsule, unveiling of the centenni- 
al monument at the UPCM front 
garden, and groundbreaking of 
the Faculty Hall. 

The celebration also featured 
“Siyento: 100 Years of Heritage" 
awards night and musical gala, 
and the launch of the centennial 
commemorative book, “Siyento,” 
documenting the UPCM's first 100 


Skin clinic has new 


ty Aesthetic Center, leads a dy- 
namic team of beauty experts 
such as Dr. Almond Derla, aes- 
thetic dermatologist, and Dr. 
Manolito Ferreol, plastic, recon- 
structive and cosmetic surgeon 
and head of the surgery depart- 
‘ment of World City Medical Cen- 


‘The’ center offers first-rate 

services which include facials, 

mesotherapy, aesthetic derma- 
such as 


investment Style Inc.; William Tan 
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Jaime T. Licauco 


volving incantations, some re-presentation 
of the victim, such as picture, doll or like- 
ness. 

‘To remove or counteract the effects of 
kulam, one needs special training. It can't 
be done just by anyone. Powerful sorcerers 
have been known to attack the healer who 
tries to remove the kulam, so there is dan- 
gerhere. 

Some people are susceptible to kulam 
because they may be physically or psycho- 
logically weak. Those who have weak 
willpower are more susceptible to kulam 
than those who are strong-willed. 

3. "Is there truth about destiny? The 
Bible says humans may have plans but 
the Lord determines the final out- 
come.” 

Tam not familiar with that passage in the 
Bible. Anyway, what I know and believe 15 
this: There is no predestination except 
what we ourselves have freely chosen to 
be. I believe that a person's will is absolute- 
ly free, He/she determines what will hap- 
pen to him/her, not God. God gave us free 
will to exercise. If God interferes with our 
free will, he will be contradicting himself, 
and he can't do that. 

4. "My brother, a Muslim convert, told 
me about the jinn. According to him, si- 
multaneous with the birth of a person is 


UP president Emerlinda Roman, with centennial committee members and guests, at the unveiling of the 


UPCM marks centennial 


to seven outstanding 
Paulo C. Campos, Dr. 


Ocampo. 


permanent makeup. 


opera 


West Ave, QC 
72/0920-9230528); 


daluyong 
9145063). 


City 
nonsurgical 


banking officer of Far East Bank 
Investment, Inc; Lal Gopwani, 
general manger of Branded Life 


The college paid tribute to UP- 
CM graduates who contributed to 
the development of national 
health, It presented the Centenni- 
al Lifetime Achievement Awards 


Dayrit, Dr. Fe del Mundo, Dr. Gem- 
iniano de Ocampo, Dr. Nelia Р 
Cortes-Maramba, Dr. Juan S. Sal- 
cedo Jr, and Dr. Perla Santos 


branch 


facelift, dermafillers, botox and 

. Cosmetic 

surgerles are performed in an 

ing room to assure clients 
of privacy and confidentiality. 

White Beauty Aesthetic Cen- 

ter is at 2/F West City Plaza, 66 


5/F Cityland Shaw Tower, Shaw 
Blvd. cor, St, Francis St, Man- 


and Naresh Ramnani, chief oper- 
ating officer, New Trends Interna- 
tional (Timex Philippines). 
Composing the White Team 
were Dondi Santos; Judy Lim, wife 
of Solid Group's Vincent Lim; Paolo 
Puyat, general manager Tam- 
bunting Pawnshop; Michael Lim, 
son of Solid Group's Vincent; archi- 
tect Alfred Weineke of A.V Wieneke 
TL& Associates; Luz Siguion-Reyna, 
wife of lawyer Leonardo Siguion- 
Reyna, senior managing partner, 
Siguion-Reyna Montecillo Ongsi- 
ako Law Office; Reena Aguilar; lan 
Ocampo, son of Adrian Ocampo, 
president and chief executive offi- 
cer, Philippine Educational Trust 
and Pension; Michael Aguilar, hus- 
band of Catherine Aguilar, owner, 
Fanbi Fabrics; Debbie Yabut, wife of 
Peter Yabut, president, Credit Solu- 
tions Inc; Weng Chang; William 
Chua; Joaquin Camus; Julienne 
Nicdao; Ale Muñoz of Commodi- 
ties Trading Co, Inc; Julia Lim, 
wife of Destiny's president; Cristina 
Ramos; and Wally Femandez. 


Berocca is available at drug stores 


Untiong; nationwide. 


What readers ask 


also the existence of his/her counterpart 
jinn, The jinns can mimic everything 
that people do. When a person dies 
ahead of the jinn, the jinn is mistaken for 
а ghost, doing the same things the dead 
used to do. But when the jinn dies ahead 
of a person there will be no manifesta- 
tion. Will you enlighten me on this?" 

T guess you will have to ask a Muslim 
priest or mullah to answer that question 
authoritatively. 1 am not familiar with the 
Muslim religion. Maybe there should be a 
course in our school that will teach stu- 
dents about the major religions we have in 
this country, not only Catholicism, 

5. “Can you tell something about peo- 
ple even if you don’t personally see 
them, like can you (have) vibes about me 
kahit with this e-mail lang?” 

No, I can't, Neither do I want to do this 
even 1 could. Lam a scientific investigator 
or researcher of paranormal phenomena, 
healing and higher consciousness. I am not. 
a fortune-teller or psychic. I don't read peo- 
ple, nor predict the future. 

6. "Aside from your radio program 
over DZMM, will you have a television 
program? I hope you will һауе one 
Soon." 

No, I don't have a TV program of my 
‘own, although 1 have appeared on many 
television programs both here and abroad. 
‘There is a lot of interest in the topics 1 dis- 
cuss in this column but we cannot find 
enough sponsors who will put money into 
such a program even if it is very education- 
al and entertaining at the same time. But 
who knows? 


Note: For information on seminars I con- 
duct, books I have written and other services 
Toffer, please call 8107245 and 8926806. 


Feel and 
look good 


OASIS AT THE 12TH HEALTH 
Enhancement Center at St 
Luke's Medical Center (SLMC) in 
Quezon City is a pioneering hos- 
pital-based salon and spa facility. 

It aims to provide salon and 
spa services to hospital pa- 
tients to support and comple- 
ment the medical care they re- 
ceive at SLMC. 

With these complementary 
services, the hospital hopes to 
make its patients "Look Good 
and Feel Good!” 

At Oasis, an experienced 
and friendly staff can provide 
patients with salon and popu- 
lar spa services during their 
stay at SLMC. The services are 
offered to patients and their 
companions in their own 
rooms, and with the approval 
of the attending physician, 

Patients can also go to Oasis 
at Room 1216 of the South 
‘Tower at the Cathedral Heights 
Complex (CHBC) of SLMC. 

Services are reasonably 
priced. 

Oasis at the 12th also pro- 
vides services for patients who 
suffer side effects that affect 
their appearance because of 
their condition, illness and/or 
treatment. Among other 
things, patients can avail of 
wig-fitring and styling, and 
makeover/makeup or “camou- 
flaging." 

"The spa is also open to out- 
patients, visitors, staff and doc- 
tors of SLMC, and the general 
public. 


alumni: Dr. 
Conrado S. 


(3764871- 
Unit 519 


(6372567, 


